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B O O K IV. 

T HE knights hofpitallers that had taken re- 
fuge in the ifland of Cyprus, 
uncertain of their fate, defti- John de 
tute of houfes to dwell in, .and of any Villiers. 
thing to fubfift on, ftripped of their all, 1291. 
and moft of them very much wound- 
ed, looked upon themfeives in that ftrange country 
as in a If ate of banifhment : they all upbraided 
themfeives for having outlived their brethren : hope 
itfelf, the laft flattering comfort of the miferable, 
failed them, and death, which daily carried off 
fome or other of the wounded, made advances too 
flow for their wifhes. 

In this miferable fituation, the grand mafter, to 
prevent the extin&ion of his order in the Levant, 
fent a general fummonsto the hofpitallers that were 
difperfed in moft of the provinces of Chriftendom. 
Their orders were to come to Limiffo, where the 
grand mafter had, by the fame citation, called a ge- 
neral chapter, to conftder, in this melancholy 
junfture, what meafures the order fhould take with 
regard to its fet dement. x 
Vol.II. A Soon 
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Soon as thefe orders arrrived in Europe, the 
knights were every where in morion. They all 
readily quitted their country, their commandries, 
or the houfes of their relations ; no excufie was 
made for want of money or of health ; no body 
was mean enough to have recourfe to pretexts fo 
unworthy of their charadler. The old as well as 
young flocked to the fea- fide ; the ports were 
crowded with them, all ftrivmg with equal eager- 
nefs to find opportunities of embarking* buch as 
went oft' firft thought themfelves the fiappieft ; 
and, notwithstanding the diftance of dae places 
that they came from, they arrived foon one after 
another in the ports of Cyprus. 

The ifland of Cyprus, which we (hall have fre- 
quent occafion to mention in this work, is one of 
the moft confiderable of the Afiatic ifles, and fitu- 
ated in the Carpathian fea, in the further part of 
the Mediterranean, oppofite to the coafts of Pam- 
philia and Cilicia, or Caramania, as it is now cal- 
led. The gulph of I£us, called by the Italians 
Golfo di L ijazao, wafhes it on the eaft, the Egyp- 
tian fea on the fouth. Pamphilia on the weft, and 
this famous ifle is hardly above forty leagues from 
Paleftine, or the Holy Land. 

It was firft gc*rcrned by certain tyrants that affii- 
med a fovereignty over it: then the kings of Egypt 
reduced it under their dominion : they were after- 
wards difpofllfied by the Romans, the tyrants of 
well nigh all the known world : and the Greeks, at 
laft, fucceeded to the Romans. The ifle of Cyprus 
made part of the empire of Conftantinople : it was 
taken by the Mahometan Arabians, in the reign of 
the caliph Ofman, and the empire of Heraclius, 
but the Greeks afterwards recovered it. Richard 
Coeur de. Lion, king of England, in his paflage to 
the Holy Land, conquered it, driving out Ifaac 
Comnenus, who being the governor, had fet him- 
felf up for fovereign of the ifland ; and, it .may be 

remembered, 


y Google 



KNIGHT'S OF MALTA. 3 

remembered, -what we have already obfcrved, that the 
Englifh monarch fold it immediately to the templars, 
which order was then as rich and powerful as ma- 
ny foveretgns ; but that the differences between the 
Greek and Latin churches occaftoning continual ie? 
ditions, they had given up their right to Guy tic 
Luhgnan. 

It is neceflary to obferve further # , that this 
crown fell by fucceffion to Amaury his brother, 
who left it to his fon ^ugh I. father of Henry L* 
his fucceflor. He was fa&er to Hugh 11 . who died 
young, and without ifiue ; another Hugh, hkcou- 
fin german, defeended from the brave Normans, 
that drove the barazens out of Calabria, 

Apulia, and Sicily, and whofe father had 1604. 
married Henry’s lifter fucceeded him in the 
throne ; and, to make htoifelf more agreeable to 
the Cypriots f, rook the lurname of Lufignan. 
John his fon inherited the crown after him, and 
left it to Henr^If. who gave the' hoipitaikrs and 
templars this recqnion in hris iftand. # 

Such was the ftate of the ifle of Cyprus, when 
the fummoDS lent by the grand maft^l* to all parts 
of Chriftendom, fpread every where the news of 
the taking of St. John d’Acre by the infidels, the 
entire expulfion of the Chriftiaift hut of Paleftinc, 
and the almoft irreparable loflcs fuitained by the 
hofpitaUers and templars in the defence of that 
pi ace - 

Pope Nicholas IV. was then on the throne of St. 
Peter. This pontiff,, at the melancholy news, 
feemed in a terrible conftemation, and diipatcbtd 
expreffes into all parts to give advice of it to the 
chriftian princes. By his order, and with their 


> • L Hift. de? Rvaumes de Jerusalem, Cypre & Atmcnic par \p 

P. Eliitnn dc Lufig-ian. 

■f* Aflifrs & bcn> «.fag s de Rnyaume dc Jcrufalem par Jean F. I- 
|elia> Compie dc Jap ha Sc d’Aicaion. - 
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content, teveral provincial councils were heki, to> 
confider of the moft ready and effectual meahs to re- 
cover the Holy Land, and every metropolitan fen-t 
him afterwards the refult of' their debates in thefe 
aitemblies. 

It appears from the accounts and journals of thefe 
councils, that the fum of their opinions generally 
was to delire the pope to ufe his good offices with, 
the princes of Chriftendom * that were at war with 
one another, to perfuade them to end their differ- 
ences by a folid and lalHng peace, or at leaft by a 
long truce, that they might be in condition to u- 
nite their forces, and turn their arms in concert a- 
gainft the infidels. They obferved particularly to 
the pontiff, that he ought to apply to Philip the 
fair, who was then upon the throne of France, and 
the moft potent monarch in Chriftendom, and ex- 
hort him to put himfelf at the head of fo holy an 
enterprife ; and that it would be proper at the fame 
time to renew the prohibitions of the councils of 
Lateran and Lyons againft fupplying the infidels 
with arms f. In fine, as experience furnilhed a- 
bundant grounds of apprehenfion, that the old an- 
tipathy might again break out between the hofpital- 
lers and templars, they propofed to the pope to u- _ 
nite thofe two military orders J, to make them but 
one body, and put them under the fame head ; and 
that for preventing the cabals and intrigues that are 
but too common in elections, the grand mafter 
fhould not be chofen by the votes of the knights, 
but, in cafe of a vacancy, the pope and his fuccefi* 
fors fhould have the foie right of naming that fu- 
perior. 

Purfuant to thefe feveral propofals, the pope dif- 
patched away, legates and nuncios to the moft of 
the weftern princes, to engage them to put a fpeedy 

* Concil. gen. t. n p. 1361. + Ruinaldi «d inn. 119ft 

aero, 22, J Idem, ibid, nu m, 29 & 3*. 
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end to their particular wars, and remove that ob- 
ftacle to a general crufade. He did not fail to hnve 
it reprefented in particular to Fliilip the Fair, that 
the other lovereigns of Europe had their eyes fix- 
ed upon him, in order to make his conduct he 
rule of their own ; and that if he put on the crols, 
he might be allured that thofe princes by his exam- 
ple, would do the fame z and, betides the merit of 
io pious an enterprife, he would have the glory of 
appetrin j like a king of kings and at the head of 
moll of the monarchs of Chriftendom. 

But f hilip, a prince of folid judgement, was not 
tafily caught with fuch flatteries being well fatis- 
fied, that his firft duty was to take care of the go- 
vernment of his own kingdom. The pope, not re- 
ceiving an anlwer fuitabte to his exped itions, wrote 
tack to him, th *t if the affairs of his kingdom ne- 
eeflarily detained him in Europe, the leaft he could 
do, in order to defray the expcnce of the expedi- 
tion, was to piy in the money which Philip III. his 
hther had levied upon the clergy of his dominions, 
under pretence of a like crufade, which dclign 
notwithftanding was never put in execution. The: 
hience of hiffcorians* with regard to this fecond let- 
ter, {hews plainly nough that it had no fuccefs. 

Tue pope’s application was not confined to prin- 
cti in communion with the church of Rome. As 
in this project of a new league, thedefign was to re- 
cover the holy places, which were equally reveren- 
ced by all ChriftEns, whether Greek or Latin, and 
as well of the former as the latter communion - 
he wrote upon that occaiion to Adronicus Paleolo- 
gus, emperor of Conftantinople, to John Comne- 
nus, emperor ot IYebifcunde, and to the kings of 
Armenia, Iberia and Georgia, though all of them 
fthifnaatics, and obfervers of the Greek rites. 

Pm Cftoge famil. Byzant. p. 192, 
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The pope, to raife up new enemies againft the 
Sarazens, carried his views as far as the remote ft 
part of Perfia ; and hearing, that a Tartar defcend- 
ed from Genchiczan, called Argon, though a Pagan 
and an idolater, had yer no averfton to the Chriftians, 
he fent two Francifcan friars on an embaffy to him *, 
to ufe their endeavours as well for his converfion, 
as to engage him to fall upon that part of Syria, 
which adjoins to Perfia, whilft the Chriftians attack- 
ed Paleftine. But the two friars found that prince 
was dead the year before. 

Thus ended all the endeavours of this pope, who, 
during the liege of St. John d’Acre, would never 
contribute any thing out of his own treafure for the 
relief of the befieged. The meafures that he took 
afterwards, and his many embaffies, which made a 
great noife but had little folidity or fignificancv in 
them, were all likewife difconcerted by his death • 
and the difficulty of uniting fo many princes of dif- 
ferent religions, and of oppofite imerefts, occa- 
sioned rhe projedl of a crufade to milcarry under 
his fucceflor. There was not a prince that enga- 
ged in it, and all the weftern Chriftians continued 
in a lamentable indifference for the recovery of the 
Holy Land. The hofpitallers alone had different 
fentiments, and, in obedience to the grand mafter’s 
order, had already repaired to Limiffo in the ifle of 
Cyprus 

The grand mafter foon after called a general 
chapter. Ntver (ince the foundation of the order 
was there feen an affembly compofed of fuch a num- 
ber of knights of different countries ; the whole 
order in a manner had tranfported itielf to Cy- 
prus. The grand mafter appeared in the affembly 
with a countenance melancholy indeed, but ftill 
carrying in it that air of grandeur which virtue 
gives, and the greatefl calamities cannot dejeft ; 

• Vading. n. 4. & 5. Haitoo feigneur de Chvuchi, c. 45. 

and 
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tod directing his diicourfe particulaily to the 
knights newly arrived from the weft, “ Your diii- 
“ gence, fays he to them, in oblcrvingmr orders, 
“ and the courage that ieems to animate you, con- 
4 ‘ vince me, in fpite of ail our lofies, that ikie are 
“ (till true holpitallers in the world capable of re- 
** pairing them. Jeruialtm, try dear brethren, is fal- 
,c len j fallen, as you know, under the tyranny of 
“ infidels. A barbarous but formidable poutr has 
u forced us by degrees to abandon the Holy Land. 
“ For more than an age pafl we have been obliged 
44 to fight as many battles as we have defended 
41 places. St. John d’Acre is a late witness of our 
44 lad efforts, and almoft all our knights lie buried 
“ in its ruins. It is for you to fupply their places ; 
44 it is from your valour that we expt£l our return 
44 into the Holy Land, and you carry in your hands 
41 the lives, the fortunes, and the libcriy of your 
44 brethren, not of the order onfy, but of thevaft 
44 number of Chriftians that are nOw groaning un- 
44 der the chains of the infidels.” 

The fenior commanders made anfwer, in th£ af- 
fembly’s name, to this moving difeourfe, by a ge- 
nerous declaration, that they would facrifice their 
lives to deliver the Holy Land from the tyranny of 
the barbarians : whilft, from the eyes of the young- 
er kjnights, there {beamed down floods* of tears, 
warm, as the impatience which inflamed that gal- 
lant body of youth, to take vengeance on the bara- 
zens. But as it was neceflarv, before they entered 
on a war, to regulate ihe foim of their new fettle- 
xnent, the firft point under confideration was to fix 
a place for the refidence of the order. * 

The King of Cyprus had afiigned them Limiflo, 
an ancient city, dignified with an epifcopal fee, and 
fituared on the louth coaft of the ifland : but the 
Arabian and Sarazen coriairs haddemolifhtd it be- 
fore that time. It was then a large open town, 
without any defence but a caftle ixx the middle of 
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it, which was tolerably well fortified, and provided 
to oppofe the landing and defcents of the corfairs. 
Some knights* that thought themfelves too much- 
flraitened in this place, propofed to retire to fbmc 
port of Italy ; but the grand raaftcr. and principal 
perfons of the order, rejected the motion with in- 
dignation : they reprefented, that their obligations 
and the very defign of their inftitution, did not al- 
low them to remove out of the neighbourhood of 
the Holy Land, and that they ought always to be 
within reach of improving fuch opportunities as 
might offer for the making a new attempt there.. 
This fentiment was received with general applaufe, 
and it was made a fort of handing rule and ftatute 
of the order for ever. Though the town did not 
afford lodgings for all the knights, yet the grand 
mailer’s firft care was to provide apartments for the 
poor and pilgrims ; and in a very lhort time after, 
they refumed all the functions of hofpitality. Witi* 
regard to the knights and military friars, it was re* 
folved to fir out immediately the (hips of the order,, 
which had ferved to tranfport the knights from Pa- 
leftine or Europe to the ifle of Cyprus, and to make 
ule of them for convoying pilgrims, who, notwith— 
handing the lofs of Jerufalem. continued hill to 
vilit the holy places, as they were ufed to do before 
the firh cru fade', paying the infidels the ordinary 
tribute, which they demanded at the gates of the 
city. 

In a fhort time they had fitted out, in feveral 
ports of the ifland, a confiderable number-of fmall 
vefleis of different bulk, which, putting to fea in 
the ufual feafon, /. e at the latter end of March 
and Auguh, coahed along Europe, to take up 
pilgrims ; and, out of the fame charitable dilpofi- 
tion, brought them back again into their own 
country. Some infidel corfairs, which ufed to make 
a common prey of the pi'grims, fell upon thefe j 
firft veifels of the order, but found in thofe that 
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.manned them, a valour and oppofition they had 
never experienced before. Several of thefe rovers 
were taken by the hofpitallers, who frequently re- 
turned to Cyprus with confiderable prizes, particu- 
larly of the fhips belonging to the foldan of Egypt, 
their declared enemy. Thefe prizes infenfibly aug- 
mented the number of vefiels they put to fea. They 
built feveral gallies afterwards, and fome fhips, fo 
that in a little time confiderable fquadrons let fail 
from the ports of Cyprus, and the flag of St. John 
at laft commanded refpeft all over the Mediterra- 
nean. 

Such was the beginning of the naval armaments 
of the order of St. John of Jerufalem. The lofs of 
Acre, and their being driven to a retreat in the iflc 
of Cyprus, forced the hofpitallers, for the exercifc 
of their courage, to take to the fea ; and perhaps 
the great fuccefles they have fince had for the fpace 
of four hundred years, and the infinite number 
of Chriftians which they have either faved or deli- 
vered from an horrid flavery, may be thought to 
have made the order abundant amends for the lofs 
of fuch a number of knights as fell in the defence 
of St. John d’Acre. ^ 

Melek Seraph, the foldan that had reduced E- 
gypt, incenfed at the prizes which the hofpitallers 
took from his fubjedts, and at feeing an ordtr re- 
vive a$ it were, which he thought he had entirely 
deftroyed, refolved to purfue the remains of it, 
and drive them from the ifle of Cyprus. He 
fitted out a great fleet, with land forces on board ; 
but civil wars breaking out in his own dominions, 
he was neceflarily detained there, and the de.ith of 
that prince, who was killed in a battle that he loft 
againft the rebels, delivered the holpitallers and 
templars from the danger of a liege, in a place that 
was open on all fide?, and. excepting the caftle, 
had no other fortification but the bravery of thofe 
knights. 

The 

Digitized by Google 



IO 


HISTORY OF THE 

The grand matter,, to prevent the like defigit 
from Melec-Nazer, fucceffor to Seraph, defirec 
leave of the king of Cyprus t a fortify Limtfib, an<: 
obtained it eafilv from a prince who could part witl 1 
any thing but his money; and the hofpitallers lai<i 
out what they had in railing fome baftions of earth 
towards the fea. The grand matter applied^ hkn« 
felf afterwards to reftore the regular dil eipline, 
which, by the continual exercife of arms, by a fe« 
ries of engagements,. by cruilings and plunder, hadl 
been very much weakened and impaired. 

Mott of the knights, growing rich by the pri2res 
wh ch they took from the infidels, inftead of pay- 
ing in the produce, as they ought, to the treafury 
of the order, appropriated it to themfclves, and fpent 
it generally m luxury. Finding rich ttufts among 
their prizes, they began to dref’s themfclves beyond 
what was fuitable to the character of religious. The 
deiicacie. 4 flDf,tfieir tables^was equal to the richnefs of 
their clo.it hs. v 1flve expence they were at in horfes an- 
(wered to theii*other extravagance, and the dangerous 
air of an ifland, which blind pagan iftn had coniecra- 
ted to Venus, made unhappy impreffions on the youth 
of the order; nay it was foon notorious, that fe- 
veral hof|>itallers had run in debt to fupport fo 
fcandalous an expence. Meantime, another abufe 
prevailed in the provinces on this ttde the fea ; the 
* A priors, during the laft war of the Holy Land, ha- 
ving ufurped the prerogative of giving the habk 
and crofs of the order to novices, without making 
due inquiries into their birth, or iufficiently examin- 
ing whether they were truly called to if ; a praftice, 
which would foon have brought this illuftrious or- 
der into contempt. 

To reform thefe abufes, two general chapters 
were held. In the firft an order was made, 
1292. that no military hofpitaller fhould have more 
than three great horfes for him felf, or ride 
with gold or fiber furniture ; and by another fta- 
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tute, the priors were exprefsly forbid to admit any 
twice, without a commiffion from the grand Dia- 
ler, But an exception was made with regard to 
the baUiages of Spain, where the order would have 
ten loon deftroyed, if, to fupply the continual 
WTesthty fullained againfi the Moors of Granada, 
they could not have received a new knight till a bre- 
vet or cou»miffion came from the grand matter, 
*hofe ordinary rehdence was in fo remote a coun- 
ty and who might frequently be at fea s or engaged 
to tome enterprizc againft the infidels. 

It was in the fecond general chapter that they 
made a regulation, which apppeared very 
neceffary with regard to the private debts 12J3. 
that the knights left at their death. It was 
ordered, that they fhould be dilcharged out of the 
fak of their equipage, and if that was not fufficient 
to pay the whole, the reiidue fhould be raifed out 
of the fund which every knight affigned for the 
fervice of the order, either at his admiffion into ir t 
or out of iuch particular donations as were made 
him afterwards, the ufe of which he enjoyed for 
his Ufe ; regulations, all of which fuppofe the abu- 
ses we have now been fpeaking of, and which they, 
de/ignedto redrels by thefe new ftatutes. 

This relaxation in the regular difcipline arofc 
partly from the ftate of the univerfal church at that 
time. It had, for above two years before, been 
without a vihble head. The fovereign pontiffs had 
always kept a vigilant eye upon the conduct of the 
hofpitallers. During the vacancy of the holy fee, 
no notice could be taken of the abufes which rich, 
es introduced in the order. At length the cardi- 
nals, who for twenty-feven months together, thro’ 
an obftinacy not very edifying, could not * . 
agree in the choice of a pope, determined J u ? $ th# 
at latt in favour of a redufe, called Peter 1 
dcMourbon *, highly ettcemed for his eminent piety 

* com- > 5 * P* 4 *$ tc 427, 
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and who afterwards founded a particular congr 
gation of monks, known by the name of Celeftine 
The cardinals fent him the inftrument of his ele 
tion by Bernault de Gout, archbifhop of Lyon 
accompanied with four other deputies, Cardin 
Peter Colonna going likewife of his own voluntaj 
motion along with them. Thefe deputies four 
the holy monk {hut up in a little cell, built on th 
top of a mountain, near the city of Sulmo, in th 
kingdom of Naples. There was in it a fmall wir 
dow with bars before it, from which he talked t 
all that, drawn by the fame of his virtues, came t 
confult him about the fureft way of attaining t 
chriftian perfection. Thefe deputies of the con 
clave faw through the grate a venerable old man, a 
bout feventy-two years old, pale and wan, emaciat 
cd by a conftant courfe of aufterities, his hair fra 
ring, his beard long and uncouth, and his eye 
fwoin with the tears that he fhed continually in hi 
prayers. The archbifhop of Lyons, prefenting hin 
the inftrument of his election, told him that he wa 
ct^fen unanimouflv in the conclave to be head oi 
the church, and conjured him, in the name of God, 
to fubmit to his vocation, and give his afient readily 
to a choice fo neceflary for Chriftianity, fince the 
long vacancy of the holy fee The holy man pro- 
ftrated himfelf on the ground, and, after continu- 
ing a confiderable time in prayer, he rofe up, and, 
fearing to oppofe the will of God, confented to his 
election, and was afterwards confecrated at Aquila, 
a town of Abruzzo, by the name of Celeftine V. 

The new pope, as foon as he was feated in the 
chair of St. Peter, gave the order of St. John 
proofs of his vigilancy in regard to their conduct 
-and demeanour. He exhorted them in the warm- 
eft, and withal in the moft moving terms, to reflect 
upon the religious profeflion they had embraced, 
and the folemn vows they had made* at the altar ; 
and, to fupply them with temporal fuccours, as 
i well 
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well as fpiritual, the holy pontiff, confidering that 
thole knights, in defending the Holy Land, had 
loft all the effefls and pofllihons that their order 
enjoyed there, fent a bull to the grand mailer, by 
which, in confideration of thofe Ioffes and tluir 
fervices, he exempts them for the future from pay- 
ing their (hare or certain contributions, which the 
popes, the college, of cardinals, and the legates c- 
fpecially, exacted all over the diftrift of their le- 
gatine authority, in a manner intirely arbitrary, 
and oftentimes at the expence of the ornaments 
and facred veflels of the church. 

This was not the only abufe that the holy pope 
had a mind to reform ; but he found fo many ob- 
ftades in his way, and was moreover fo ftnilble 
of his own little capaci y for government, 
that he readily gave ear to the fuggeftidns of fome 
cardinals, who, taking adantage of the tendernefo 
of his confcience, exaggerated to him the obliga- 
tions and danger s of the papal dignity, in hopes of 
fucceeding him in it. 

It is even faid, that Cardinal Cajetan, who afpir- 
cd to the popedom, fpared neither artifices nor im- 
poftures to perfuade the holy man to abdicate his 
dignity, and that he fuborned a rafeal to counter- 
feit an angel of light, and order him, in the 
name of God, and under pain of damnation to re- 
turn to his cell. 

Celeltine, who was a weak man, took the voice 
of an impoflor for that of heaven, and'befidcs, he 
chofe rather to return to the private condition of a 
monk, than continue any longer in a dignity, 
where he was not allowed to do the good he wifh- 
ed and hinder the evil he could not bear. In fine, 
whether it was infpiration, or diftafte for a court 
where politicks then got the better of the maxims 
of the gofpel ; he propofed himfelf, and made his 
Vol. II. B own 
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own abdication # in a full confiftory, with ft 
magnanimity, of which there had never been an 
inftancc before, nor perhaps will be hereafter. 
Cardinal Cajetan, who had taken all poflible mea*- 
fures to facilitate the acceptance of his refignation, 
reaped the fruits of it in the next conclave, and* 
by the help of his cabal, was railed to the height 
of his wilhes, and inverted with that eminent dig* 
nity. He took the name of Boniface VIII. 
1294. He was learned in the civil and canon law, 
an excellent politician, and a confummate 
ftatefman, but of an unmeafurable ambition, co- 
vetous, revengeful and cruel ; and during all the 
time of his pontificate, was wholly taken up with 
the chimerical project of uniting the temporal and 
ipiritual fwords, and employing the authority he 
Avas inverted with, which was purely fpiritual, to 
acquire under one pretext or other, *a temporal 
dominion over the territories of all chriftian 
princes ; fuch was his ambition, a paffion to which 
his predecefior fell the firft facrifice. 

Celeftine, by his abdication, becoming again bro- 
ther Peter de Mourhon, Battered himTelf that he 
had (liaken off all fetters, and recovered his liber- 
ty. The good man was for making no other ufe 
of it, but to chufe a defert where he might pais the 
rert of his days a ftranger to all the world ; but 
Boniface, for fear fome new Temple Humid make 
him revoke his refignation, ordered him to be ap- 
prehended*, and, to difeover the moft fecret difpo- 
iitions of his prifoner, obliged him to come to con- 
fdlion to hitnfelf. The pious reclufe’s daclara- 

* Ego Colefl'nus papa quintps, motus ex legitimis caufis, id eft, 
causa hum litjtis melioris vi’jc Sc confcicM ae iUasfae, debilitate cor - 
ports, def <fhi cientia:, Sc milignitatc Sc populi, Sc infumita.e per/or.* j 
tc ut pra?teriti« confolationis vitae rep a rare quietem, f >onte ac 

Jibeie cedo papatu\ Sc txpr effe :cruitio loco& dignitati, cnci & ho- 
lt ori j - dans p cr»a;n cr iiberam facu.t.it: rn ex nunc facto cctui cardi- 
Dalium eVg- ndi Sc pr^videndi dumtaxat canonice univcrfali ecclcfis Jc 
paftore, BjGo, t. 2, ). 1. p. 7. Rainaid. num, 23. 

tions, 
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lions, though made with the utmoft fincerity, were 
not fufficient to remove his fears ; and it is report- 
ed, that, to rid bimfelf entirely of this uneaiinefs, 
he got him difpatched by ill ufage. He ihut him 
up like a criminal in a hideous dungeon, and fo 
very narrow, that there was not room enough to 
put a forry bed into it. The barbarous jailors that 
watched him narrowly, as foon as ever he had 
doled his eyes to take a little reft, interrupted his 
deep, and, by this barbarous device, foon put an 
end to the poor remainder of his life. The pope, 
by this inhumane conduft, made himfelf odious to 
all good men. There was a fort of prophecy about 
that time current m the world, in which Ccleftine, 
fpeaking of his fucceflbr, and the tricks he had 
ufed to arrive at the papacy, is made to-, fay, 
“ Thou art got upon the throne of St. Peter like 
u a fox* thou ftialt reign like a lkxn, and die like 
" a dog,’* But it is very probable, that this pro* 
phecy, like abundance of others, was not invented 
till after the events happened. 

However this be, Boniface who fancied hijpfelf 
as much a fucceffor of the Csefars as of St. Peter, 
was no (boner feated in his pontifical chair, than 
he prafefled a particular affe&ion for the hofpi- 
ullersand templars. He knew very well, that thefe 
two bodies were compofed, at leaft in the main, of 
gentlemen and brave warriors, and he omitted nei- 
ther an open and avowed protection, nor favours, 
nor benefits, to engage them in a ftricter adherence 
to die holy fee, and his particular interefts. 

The hofpitaliers of bt. John were the firft that 
experienced the efteCts of his protection. The 
kings of England and Portugal, after the lofs of 
the Holy Land, pretended that the hofpitaliers* who 
bad commandries in their territories, had no right 
to fend the revenues thereof abroad, and remit 
them to the Levant, pretenfions ©f a dangerous 
example, and which might have terrible confe- 
B X quences, 
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quences, by their influence on other xnonarchs of’ 
Chriftendom. 

The two kings we are fpeaking of went fo far as 
to flop this money, annd fequeftrate it ; and, to 
juftify their conduct, they gave out, that the com- 
mandries of the order, being founded in their do- 
minions by the kings their predeceflors, or elfe by 
their fubjedts, only for the defence of the Holy 
Land, they could not, fince the lofs thereof, and 
the conquefts of the infidels, make a better ufe of 
the revenues of thofe great benefices, than by em- 
ploying them for maintaining the poor of each na- 
tion, inftead of fending the money to the ifle 
of Cyprus, where it ferved only to fupport the 
luxury, and feed the pleafures of the knights of St. 
John. 

Thefe reproaches were not perhaps altogether 
groundlefs with regard to feveral particular com- 
manders ; but they made no impreflion at all upon 
Boniface. That pontiff, who knew no way of treat- 
ing with crowned heads, but that of haughtinefs, 
threatened the two princes immediately with the 
thunders of the church, if they did not revoke their 
orders He reprefented to the king, that the hof. 
pitallers had fixed their refidence in the ifle of Cy- 
prus, .not fo much for a place of refuge and retreat, 
as to be within reach whenever an opportunity of- 
t fered of renewing the war, and recovering the Ho- 
ly Land : that they difeharged the obligations of 
their profeilion as much in that ifle as in Pale- 
fiine ; that they had there an hofpital open to all 
the poor, and kept {hips in their ports, to ferve 
for the convoy and fecurity of pilgrims ; and that 
this military order, from which the church re- 
ceived fuch fervices being under the parti- 
cular protection of the popes, he was necefia- 
rily obliged to make ufe of his authority , which 
hs derived from God alone, againft the ufurpers 
of revenues, dedicated to the defence of Chri- 
stianity. 
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fthnity. The menaces of this pontiff pro?c<l 
wore effe&ual than his reafons, and brought the 
two kings to a compliance ; their orders were 
revoked, and the fequeftration taken off*. 

The pope treated Henry de Lufignan, king of 
Cyprus in a manner ftill more haughty, lhat prince, . 
as has been obferved, had given the hofpirallers 
ind templars a retreat in his iiland ; but fearing 
they might make themfelvcs as powerful there as 
they had been in Palertine, he iffiied out a folemn 
ediff, forbidding them to purchafe any eftates there ; 
and the pope, in compliance with that monarch, had 
confirmed this edi£I by particular buHs. The king of 
Cyprus had laid upon them a fort of general poll-' 
tax, in which the clergy of this kingdom, and the 
body of nobility and gentry were comprehended, 
as well as the common people. The pope was foon 
informed of it ; and, as the leaft pretence imagin- 
able was enough to ptit that pontiff* upon ftrctch- 
ing his authority, he did not fail to exert himfclf 
upon this occafion. He called this tax a down- 
right invaffon of the privileges that the holy fe6 
had been pleafed to grant to the military orders, . 
and he wrote to the king of Cyprus, like a fove- 
reign to his fubjefr, in the moil arrogant and im** 
perious terms. 

“ We will, fays he* and ordain, that the import, 

“ vulgarly called the poll-tax, the very name of 
•* which is horrible and dcteftable, be abfblute- 
11 ly abolrlhed, and that the king ihall not impofe- 
“ it on his own fubje&s, without the permiffion of 
“ the holy fee; and, wkh regard to other taxes 
“ and payments, we likeways declare the knight3 
u hofpitallers. and templars absolutely exempted 
“ from them.” The pope added in his letter, that 
though the holy fee had by a bull confirmed the e- 
dift, which prohibited thofe military friars from 
Baking any purchafes, yet the king ought not to 
B 3 take.^ 
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take that conceffion of the holy fee in a rigorous 
fenfe, fo as to hinder the knights from enlarging 
the inclofures about their convents, and purchaf- 
ing fuch houfes as adjoined to their principal houfe, 
and wers neceflary for the lodging of a great order, 
which, betides the pilgrims and the poor, always 
maintained a body of troops to mann their vefiels* 

The king of Cyprus, finding himfelf wounded by 
the imperious pontiff’s letters, in a part the moil 
fenfible of any to princdl, and in his forereign au- 
thority, omitted nothing to make the knights feel 
the whole weight of his refentment. He declared 
publicly, that he would not fuffer a fet of men in 
the heart of his kingdoms, that pretended to be 
independent of all other authority but that of the 
pope’s. His minifters thereupon, in contempt of 
the pontiff’s prohibition, compelled the knights to 
pay ?heir poll-money ; and this covttous prince 
exacted the fame tribute of the clergy. The nobi- 
lity and gentry were not exepted from it ; and the 
people, who generally pay more than the other or- 
ders of the ftate, and always firft, were ftill worfe 
treated. 

This prince, by his greedinefs, raifed a general 
difeontent. The templars, who were naturally 
proud and haughty, and by the neceflities of "the 
kings of Jerufalem, who flood in need of their 
fuccour, had acquired a fort of independence, be- 
ing incenfed againft Henry, fomented the national 
difeontent, which broke out at laft into an open re- 
Yolt. Amaury, titular prince of Tyre, and brother 
to the king, was underhand the encouragcr of ir. 
This ambitious prince afpired to the crown ; and 
when, by himfelf and his emifiarics, he had made 
fore of the troops arid the inhabitants of the capi- 
tal, he took off the mafk, put himfelf at the head 
of the rebels, feized on the king’s perfon ; and, to 
remove him out of the fight of the people, who 
are very fufceptible of companion, and naturally 

inconftant. 
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laconftant, he Tent him to Haiton, king of Armc« 
nk who ft fitter he had married ; and Haiton con- 
fined the unfortunate prince in a cattle, fituated 
among the mountains bordering on Cilicia. Amau- 
fy after this, got the king his brother declared in- 
capable of the government, and was preparing to 
take rhe crown, when a valet dc chambre of the de- 
pofedkiDg, called Simonet/who always continued 
faithful to his matter, though he had entered into 
the ufurper’s fervice, making ufe of the liberty he 
was allowed of a free accefs to his apartment, ftab- 
bed him in his bed, occafioning thereby a new re- 
volution, in which king Henry recovered both his 
liberty and crown. The grand matter did not en- 
gage on any fide in all thefe commotions, and died 
a little after the king of Cyprus’s return into his 
dominions. 

The hofpitallers chofe in his ftead n 
Odo de Pins, of the language of p 
Provence, descended from an illu- . 1 S# 

toiousand noble family in Catalonia *, from which 
likewife the houfe of rins in Languedoc, who bear 
^ fame arms, pretend to derive their original. 
Odode Pins was a knight far advanced in years, 
exceeding pious, and allowed to be an exa& obfer- 
?er of the regular difeipline. While he was only 
* private man, all his brother-knights thought him 
worthy of the grand mafterfhip ; but fcarce was he 
arrived at that eminent dignity, but they found that 
V wanted many of the qualifications proper for go- 
ring* efpecially in an order, the duties whereof 
relate d as much to the exercife of arms, as to pray- 
er and works of charity.. He imagined he had dif- 
charged all the obligations incumbent upon him, 
had fpent whole days in the oiatory. Per- 
haps he might be more devout than was proper in 
his poft • and perhaps too, his knights were lefs fo 

* Libro i. dc la coronica dc la religion de St. Joan. p. 127, Por. 
hay.Dom, Tuan, AuguftiJi de F&act cn Valencia 

thaa 


Digitized by Google 



20 


HISTORY OP THE 

than their character required. However that b* 
this excellive fondnefs for devotion and retii emcr 
occasioned, in fome meafure, a negleft of all kitx3 
of military enterprises. 

The knights, who, fince the iofs of their poflef 
fions in Paleftine, had fcaree any fubfiftence hut 
what they got by cruifing, nulrmtarcd openly at hii 
Indifference for any naval preparations. They join- 
ed in a body to lay their complaints before the pope, 
defiring his permiffion to depofe him. Boniface 
fummoned him to Rome, to hear his defence on 
the ftibjeft of the grievances' of his knights. OdoJ 
Who was better cut out to obey than command, let 
forward immediately, but died before he could 
leach the capital of the chriftian world. The hos- 
pitallers, upon the news of if, chofe 
William de for his fucceflor brother William 
Vijllaret. de Villaret, of the language of 
i 296. Provence, great prior of St Giles, 
and 'then reading at his priory. 
This gentleman had a brother that was alfo a knight 
at that time, and one of the moft diftinguifhed of 
the order ; • and the monattery of the nuns of St. 

* John at Fieux in Qaenci Was governed by Jourdaine 
de Villaret their fitter. 

Though the new grand matter had received an 
account of his election, he was in no great hatte to 
fet out for the ifle of Cyprus, but was re- 
1298. folved firft to vifit in perfon all the priories 
of the languages of Provence, Auvergne, 
and France ; and, by cares fo becoming his pott, 
he reftored the regular difeipline to ks purity, con- 
firming it afterwards by a chapter, which he caHed 
in the commandry of la Tronquiere, a member 
depending on the great priory of St. Giles. He 
made feveral very ufeful regulations there; and it 
was in this chapter that he put the nunneries of 

+ Cofaug* <te Belleforcft, t r 2, p, m6, 

Beaulieu, 
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Beaulieu, Martel, and Fieux, which belonged to 
the lady nuns of the order, under the vilitation of 
(he great prior of St. Giles and his fucceflors. The 
lady fuperior of Beaulieu is elective and perpetual, 
takes rhe title of grand priorefs, and wears the great 
crofs. 

The houfe of Belver or Beaulieu was originally 
only an hofpital, founded by the lords of the houle 
of Themines, about A. D. 1220, between Figeac 
and Rocamadour, for the relief of the poor and 
pilgrims, which came that way in their paflage to 
the Holy Land. In 1^59, a lord of ihemines, 
called Gilbert, and Aigline his wife, gave this houfe 
to the order of St. John of Jerufalem, with all the 
pofTdBons annexed to it *. This donation was ac- 
cepted in the name of the order, by brother Peter 
Gerard, commander of the houft s of Quercy, and 
brother Gerald de Baras, great commander of the 
houfes on the fea-ftde, as the deed of gift ex pr dies 
bis title, which mud evidently be underdo* d of the 
Bril dignity of the order, (excepting that of the 
grand mafterlhip) and fuch as was annexed to the 
language of Provence preferably to all o-hers. It 
Wa $ in this chapter of la Tronquiere that William 
<feViilaret, then grand mafter, gave the habit and 
crofs of the order to feveral young ladies ot quali- 
ty* who had devoted themfelves in that hofpital to 
tbefervice of the poor, and appointed Aigline de 
Themines, the founder’s daughter, for the priorefs. 
The grand mafter made this houfe fubjed to the 
Station of the great prior of St. Giles, and efta- 
blifhed feveral other regulations, which Aiglme, 
*nd four other ladies deputed by the convent, and 


* The ancient family of Theminea palled 'uccetTively intothofeof 
Cardaillac andde Per.ne, and afterwards into that of Lau.iire, from 
whence, about the end of the fix'eenth century, fpruag Po- s le Lnu- 
ft'te Tncmines, kn'.ght of the order of St. Michael and the Holy 
Choft, marlhal of France, fenefchal and go ernor of the province of 
tyrej, 

prefen,t 
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prefent at la Tronquiere, fubmitted to the fame 
being afterwards ratified in a particular meeting oJ 
their chapter. 

We cannot difcover the time of the foundation 
ef the houfe of Martel, fituate in the city of rJiaC 
name, and which for a long time was called thd 
hofpital of the true crofs. As for another houfe 
of the order called Fieux, Jourdaine de Villaret,! 
fifter to the grand mafter and Fulk de Villaret 1 
knight of the order, was the firft priorefs of it, as 
may be feen in the catalogue of the fuperiors of .that; 
houfe. But as it has been fince united to that of 
Beaulieu, we (hall fay nothing farther about it ; 
only obferving, that in thefe* three houfes, as well' 
as in that of Tholoufe, which is of a modem foun^ 
dation, and in all others of the order, in what coun- 
try foever they are fituate, the nuns are obliged to : 
be of noble birth, and the fame proofs arc required 
Of them as for the knights. | 

Their habit is a robe of red cloth, with a mantle* j 
of black cloth, upon which they wear a crofs of j 
white linen with eight points, a practice which haf ! 
varied in different provinces, and in different ages, , 
the caufes of which we (hail relate in the courfe of r 
this hiftory 

At the Fatter end of this century, and during 
the mafterfhip of William de Villaret, pope Boni- 
face VIII. confidering the lofs which this military i 
order had fuffered of all their pofleffions in Pale- ! 
ftine, to enable them the better to carry on the ar- 
maments they had fet on foot, annexed the famous 
abbey of the Holy Trinity of Venufia, in the king- 
dom of Naples, to the manfe of the grand mafter. 
The pope, by this bull of the third year of his pon- ! 
tificate, declares, that he was induced to fupprefs 
the monks of that convent, on account of the ir- j 
regularity of their manners ; and that for a con- * 

* la. arch, vatic, ex regift. Bon, VIII. t. 2. fol. 30S. , 

tary 
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Iraiy reafon, he had thought fie to confer it upon . 
the hofpuallers, who daily expo fed their own lives 
to defend thofc of pilgrims, and guard them in 
their padage to the Holy Land. It was altnoft m 
the fame time, and out of a like motive, that Hei>» 
ry, marquis of Hochberg, of the houfe of Baden, 
before he entered into the order of the templars, 
gave the hofpitallers hk lord (hip of Heiterftieim, 
oear Friburg. the refideace of the great priors of 
Germany. This grant was confirmed twenty yearn 
after by Henry and Rodolph , marquifes of Hochberg. 

The grand matter repaired to Horn t to thank the 
pope for his benefactions ; and, after receiving his 
bleffing, he fet out for the ifles of Cyprus, and ar- 
rived happily at Limiflo, in the bead-houfe of the 
order, and feat of ks refidencc. He was expefted 
there with impatience, not only becaufe of the opk 
nioo they had entertained of his wifdom and capa- 
city in government, but alfo in hopes that his pre- 
fence and application would give new warmth to ft 
feheme projected for driving the Saracens out of the 
Holy Land. 

Gazan, fon of Argun beforementioned, cham 
of the Mogul Tartars, king of Perfta, and 
a defendant or fiiccefibr of Genchizcan, 1300U 
was at the head of this league. Pachyme- 
nis, a Greek and cotemporary hiftorian, has given 
ys a character of that prince, which is too great, if 
it be a juft one, not to be infer ted here *. u When 
“ that prince (fays the hiftorian) mounted the 
“ throne, he caft .his eyes upon the hi (lories of 
“ Cyrus and Alexander the gi'eat, to take from 
“ thence the model of his copejiuft. He admired 
“ particularly the great qualities of the vanquifher 
“ of Darius. In his military expeditions he made 
“ ufeof the Iberians *, and he did fo, fays this hifto- 
“ rian, as well in regard to the (Incere piety of that 
“ nation, and their inviolable attachment to the 

• Pachym. 1. a, 

“ chriftian 
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** chriftian religion, as for their courage and intfi 
€t pidity in the field. As he knew the crofs wj 
€t the trophy of the Chriftians, he placed it on th 
c< top of his ftandards, and it was under the prc 
u teffcion of this fign of our falvation, that h 
u gained glorious vi&ories over the i'ultan of Egypi 

He fell into Paleftine. and, to gratify the Iberi 
u ans that were in his army, he attacked the cit; 
€i of Jerufalcm, and was very near delivering th 
€t fepulchre of our Saviour from the tyranny o 

the infidels.” 

No body that reads this paflage of the hiftoryoj 
Pachymerus would have any other notion of Gazar 
but that he was a Chriftian : yet all the other wri- 
ters of his nation, Arabians, Perfians, poets, and 
hiftorians, maintain, that this prince was bred a 
pagan and idolater # , as moft of the Tartars were 
at that time ; that he turned Mahometan afterwards, 
to conform to the religion of the grcateft part of 
his fubje&s, who were of that profeffion, and, at 
the ceremony of his circumcifion, took the name 
of Mahomet. The miftake of the chriftian hifto- 
rians arofc probably from hence : The Tartar had 
married a Chriftian princefs of admirable beauty, 
daughter to Livron, or Leo, king of Armenia, and 
out of complaifance to the queen his wife, had al- 
lowed her the public exercife of her religion in his 
palace, which might induce the mifiionaries and 
travellers to believe, that Gazan himfelf was a Chri- 
ftian. Be that as it will, fome time before, and e- 
ven antecedent to the misfortunes of Henry king 
of Cyprus, a league was ftruck up between the 
Tartarian prince, die king of Armenia, his fatber- 
in-law and neighbour, the king of Cyprus, Amau- 
ry de Lufignaivhis brother, and the two orders of 
the templars and hofpitallers, who were confidercd 
in the eaft as the principal ftrength, and only re- 
fource of the Chriftians. 

* S:c the Bib’.iothcque oriental in the word Gazan, 

2 Haiton, 
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Haitou, lord of Curchy *, nephew, or as others 
/ay, only coufin to the king of Armenia, an cye- 
wimefs of thefe wars, has left us an exa£t account 
of them in his hiftory of Tartary. It is from this 
author that we learn what advantages thefe allies 
gained over the Sarazens. They defeated Nazer ful- 
tan of Egypt, took the famous city of Damafcus, and 
afterward reduced the greateft part of Syria. The 
hofpitallers, who had no other view in this league 
but to chace the infidels out of the Holy Land, en- 
tered Paleftine without oppofition, at the head of a 
body of cavalry, which Gazan gave them for a re- 
inforcement. They found the country open and 
defencelefs ; the cities, if they were not rather to 
be called villages, without any fortifications ; Je- 
rufalem deflitute of walls, as well as Chriftian in- 
habitants ; no body appearing to oppofe their con- 
quefts. But that which facilitated thefe conquefts 
made it afterwards impoffible to maintain them. 
The Sarazens, after the. taking of St. John d’Acre, 
had rafetl the fortifications of all the towns in Pa- 
kftine. fo that the kingdom was only a large coun- 
try, expo fed to the ftrongeft power, and every force 
that was matter of the field. 

The hofpitallers, infinitely pleafed with having 
made their way to the holy city ; thought of re- 
building the walls, in order to maintain themfelves 
there. But the cham of Tartary, being obliged to 
repafs the Euphrates and return into Perfia, to 
march againft a body of rebels, that had made an 
infurredtion in his abfence, that prince recalled out 
of Paleftine the troops 'which he had lent the hof- 
pitallers ; and, after their retreat, there was no 
poffibility, with the (ingle forces of the order, to 
keep the field againft the armies of the Sarazens. 

Accordingly the foldan, after the Tartars were 
drawn off, fell again into Paleftine ; and, upon the 
Dews of his march, and that he was advancing with 
Vol.1L C a 
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a mighty body of troops towards Jerufalem, the 
hofpitaliers who had entered like conquerors, were 
forced to quit it in a manner like pilgrims. 

Gazan, in the mean time, having quickly paci- 
fied the troubles that had rifen in Perfia 
1301. during his ablence, refumed his firft defig ns 
' againft the foldan of tgypt. The politic 
Tartar had no other view in re-eftabling the Latin 
.-Chriftians in Palettine, but to make ufe of them 
afterwards for a barrier, to hinder the Sarazens of 
Lgypt from having any communication with Syria. 
But having difeovered by the former campaign how 
inconfiderable a force the kings of Armenia and 
- Cyprus were able to bring into the field, and being 
feniible, that the military orders could not of them- 
felves make head againft the foldan’s power, he was 
fully convinced, that, to drive the Sarazens both 
out of Syria and Paleftine, and to enable the Chri- 
ftians to maintain themfelves in the latter, it was ne- 
ceflary to engage the princes of the Weft in this 
war, and bring fomc crulade into the Levant, like 
the firft of Godfrey de Bouillon, which had driven 
them out of the Holy Land. 

This was the motive of a noted embafly, which 
he fent to Pope Boniface VI 1 L and which after- 
wards proceeded on to France. There are fome hi- 
ftorians indeed, that aferibe this negotiation to Ma- 
homet Gayateddin, otherwife called Algiaptou, 
brother and fucccflbr to Gazan* The Perlians, in 
their tongue, call this latter Chodabenda, i. e. the 
fervant of God : Haiton 'the hiftorian names him 
Carbaganda, and fays that his mother was a Chri- 
ftian, and that he was baptized and named Nicho- 
las ; but that after his mother’s death, he turned 
Mufulman. But whoever was the author of this 
embafly, the perfon deputed upon that occafion, 
arriving at Home, defired the pope in the cham his 
matter’s qame, to engage the moft powerful princes 
pf his communion, to join part of .their troops to 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 27 

the armies he had on foot, in ordet to drive the 
Sarazens out of Syria and Paleftine, offering to 
leave the Latin Chriftians the entire poffefiion of 
the Holy Land. 

The embaffaddr to make his propofals go - 
down the readier, politicly infinuated, that the chain 
his matter was no way averfe to embracing the 
Ghriftian religion f £ an artifice perhaps new at that 
time, and too ftale at this, but which ferves at leaft 
for a proof, that this prince was either a Pagan or 
Mahometan. 

Unluckily for the fuccefs of fo great an enterprife, . 
the pope was then in the violentcft tits of his im- 
placable hatred to Philip the Fair, king of France, 
whom in reproach he compared to the idol of Bel, 
or Baal, by a ridiculous fenfelefs allufion that his 
grofs ignorance of that Phoenician word betrayed • 
him into. The ground of this hatred was Philip’s 
openly refilling to fubmit to that abfolute and def- 
potic power, which Boniface claimed over all Chri-’ 
ftian ftates. He owned indeed, that fovereigns 
within their own dominions were fupreme in tem- 
porals; but then he pretended a right of taking 
cognifance of the differences that arofe between 
them, under pretence, a& he faid, that it behoved 
him to know, if they could in certain jundlurts and 
circumftances make war without fin. In virtue of 
this cavalling dittindfion, the new cafuiit was for 
drawing to his own tribunal the cognifance and ab- ' 
folute decifion of all their differences, and he threa- 
tened fuch as refufed to fubmit to it, to excommu- 
nicate them, to lay an interdidt on their dominions, 
and abfolve their fubjedls from their oath of fideli- 

• Spicil. t. it, p. 609. 

•f* Partins ipfa hebdomada Pafchse venerunt ad regem Frar.ciae 
mmcii Tartamrum, dfcei.tes, quod G rex et barones gmtes fu »$ in 
Terr* Sm&ae fubfidium dcitinarent, eorutrt domirus Tsrtarorum rex 
Saracenos totis viribus expugnaref, et tam i pic quam popu’us futis 
efficerentur iibeoti aQiaio Chriftiat.i, Con tin, citron, oc Nangis ad 
ann. 1303. 

Q 2 ty . 
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tv. It was the fhorteft way of attaining to an univc jr- 
fal monarchy ; but unluckily for the fuccefs of theie 
pretentious,, the pontiff, in the perfon of Philip tive 
Fair, had to do with a powerful prince, haughty 
and imperious in his nature, infinitely jealous of 
the rights of his crown, rightly apprrfed of thofe o£ 
the pope’s, and who at the fame time that he denied 
them nothing that was due to the vifible head of the 
church, did yet maintain with an invincible firm- 
nefs, that thofe pontiffs, with regard to chriftiaix 
monarchs, had no authority but what was purely 
fpiritual, that this very authority was barely, mini* 
fterlal, and that they ought to govern the church o£ 
Chrift according to the canons of general councils- 
Boniface, enraged to meet with fuch an obftacle to 
the effablifhment of his chimerical projeft, had rai- 
led up enemies on all fides againft France, and even 
againft the perfon of the king. It is to this pontiff,, 
that the revolt of the Flemings, and the Engliflx 
war is afcribed. And whilff tbefe open enemies 
were attacking the frontiers of the kingdom, the fb~ 
vereign pontiff left no methods untried to raife fe- 
ditions within it, and debauch the fecular and re- 
gular clergy from the obedience they owed their 
fovereign. 

Such was the difpofition of Boniface, wfien the 
Cham of Tartary ’s embaflador arrived at Home. 
The imperious pontiff eagerly catched at this pre* 
fence of fignalizing his pretended power over the 
perfon of the king and his fubje&s. 

In the firff crnlades, the popes with regard to lo- 
vercigns, never made ule of any means but thofe of 
intreaty and exhortation. But afterwards, and as 
opportunities offered, to get rid of princes whofe 
power they were jealous of, they engaged them ia 
thofe expeditions by motives of penance, and fbme- 
times on pain of excommunication. Thus by me- 
nacing them with the cenfures of the church, they 
had created a fort; of right in the papacy to fend 

’ m the 
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thcgreateft monarchs into the eaft in a ftate of exile, 
though ftill under the pretext of delivering the Holy 
Land out of the hands of the infidels. It was with 
fuch views, that Boniface difpatched the bilhop of 
Pamiers to the king. That prelate, who was ani- 
mated with the fp»rit and haughtinefs of his matter, 
delivered his meifage to Philip, not fo much like an 
embaffador and mefienger of peace, as a herald fent 
to declare war againft him. 

He told him, that it was the pope's intention, he 
fliould crofs the fea immediately at the head of all 
the forces of France, and join his troops with thoib 
of the king of Perfia, to drive the Sarazens out of 
Syria and Paleftine. Boniface, under colour of this 
pious motive, had no defign but to get the king at 
adiftance from his own dominions, in hopes of e- 
fhblifhing his pretended temporal power there in 
his abfence. But befides that the haughtinefs and 
infolence of his nuncio, though a Frenchman, was 
ofitfelf abundantly fufficient to make the pope's 
propofols be reje&ed, that pontiff had to do with a 
prince infinitely jealous, as we have faid, ofo the 
fomreign rights of his crown, who underftood his 
true interefts perfe&ly well, naturally frugal, and 
indeed fo grafping at money, that his memory has 
been reproached for not always confining himfclf 
to juft meafures for railing it. Far therefore from 
being difpofed to put himfelf to the necelTary ex- 
pences for lb tedious an expedition, it was pretend-* 
ed, that he wanted even fupplies to maintain the 
wars that the pope had fecreily ftirred up againft 
him. 

There did not likewife want fufpicions, that Bo- 
niface had a defign of making war upon France. 
Reports went current about, that the templars had 
offered their fervices to that pontiff, and had alfo 
fumilhed him with confiderable fums to begin the 
war 5 fo that Philip, inftead of entertaing a thought 
Of quitting his dominions in fuch a.junfture, order* 
C* ed 
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cd the pope’s nuncio away, who had fpoken to hin 
with fo much haughtinefs and infolence ; and, b; 
his difmiffion, the cham’s embafiador, who wa 
come on purpofe to France, faw his i*egotiatio< 
mifearry. - * 

It was a very fenfible affii&ion to fhe hofpi taller 
to hear of the ill fuccefs of this embafiy. They fav 
their hopes of recovering the Holy Land farther ot\ 
than ever. Befides, they had but a very irldifferenl 
fituation in the ifle of Cyprus, confidering the tenv 
per of the king, a covetous and jealous prince, wh< 
was for impofing taxes upon them, as we have fald\ 
though they had never paid any tribute under the 
kings of Jerufalem, but that of their blood, which 
they daily fired fo generoufly in defence of the 
Chriftians. 

The furprifing death of Boniface, who died: 
through grief, that he was fallen under the 
1303. power and into the hands of the French, 
gave the hofpitallers fome hopes o# feeing 
in a fhort time a more religious pope, who, inftead 
of fowing, and keeping up divisions among Chri- 
ftian princes, as Boniface did, would on the con- 
trary employ all the intereft that his dignity gave 
him, to difpofe them to unite together and form i 
new crufade. 

Accordingly the cardinals, eleven days after Bo- 
niface’s deeeafe, chofe in his ftead Nicholas Bocaf- 
iini, a dominie an, cardinal and bifhop of Oftia, a 
prelate of a holy life, and profound learning. He 
took tbe name of Benedict XI. and as foon as he 
was feated in the holy fee, he exprdTed a great deal 
of eagemefs to procure powerful fuccours, and a 
considerable armament to be fent into the eaft But 
thefe pious difpofitions were attended with no ef- 
fe&s. by reafon of the pope’s death, who was only 
eight days on the throne of St. Peter. 

The conclave met at Perugia, where it continued 
near a year j and there was reafon to fear it would 

pot 
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wot end fo Toon, becaufe bf the mifunderftanding 
between the cardinals, who were divided into two 
iiuSions, and had determined never to conlent to 
ifre election of any perfon that was then in the con- 
clave. Cardinal Francis Cajetan, nephew to Boni- 
iace, and inheritor of his hatred againft Philip the 
and the two cardinal Colonna’s, who were 
pafiJfans of France, was at the head of one of the 
la^ions. The other party, which was devoted to 
the king, was headed by Cardinal Dupre, an inti- 
mate friend of the two cardinal Colonna’s, whom 
Boniface, during his pontificate, had, out of aver- 
fipn to France, cruelly perfecuted as well’ as all their 
houfe. 

The cardinals that were fhut vrp in the conclave, 
aflembled every day, conferred together fometimes 
in publick and fometimes in private, and the moil 
artful among them endeavoured to gain over fome 
votes in the contrary faction. 

Cardinal Dupre, who was excellent at thofe wea- 
pons, and a moil refined politician, addrefiing him- 
fclf one day to Cardinal Cajetan, “ We do a great 
41 deal of mischief, fays he to him, with all the ap- 
44 pearance of franknefs, and caufe an infinite pre- 
* l judice to the church, by keeping it fo long defti- 
u tute of a head # adding, that, fincethey could 
not agree about a cardinal to be made pope, they 
mnft neceffarily chufe fome perfon, though not of 
the conclave, that was worthy of being advanced 
to that great dignity : and that to facilitate the e- 
leftion, he was of opinion, that one of the factions 
fhould nominate any three archbifhops that they 
plealed beyond the mountains, and the other fac- 
tion fhould have the right of chofing within forty 
days, whomfoever they liked heft of the three for 
pope. Cajetan replied, that there was no equality 
in this propofal, and that every body mull fee plain- 

• Jo. Viliam, lib. 8. c. 8 S. Antonin, p. 3, t, a I. Bern. Chron. 
■Horn. PwJtt* Rain, t.je, Contin, ann, fcccl. 

ly. 
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I 7 , that the faction which fliould name the thre 
candidates, had vaftty the advantage,*finee by thei 
nomination, they were lure of having one of thei 
creatures for pope. Cardinal Dupre owned it 
but added, that to fhew how fincerely he and thi 
cardinals of his party wifhed to have an end put tc 
the fcandal which their divifions caufed in. xhi 
church, they were ready to give ^jp that advafifc^ 
to the cardinals of the other fo&ion ; that tbo^e of 
his party would freely confent that they fliould have 
the naming of the three candidates, out of whom 
the pope fliould be chofen; and that for their own 
parts they woujd only referve to themfelves the 
right of chufing out of three of their creatures th d 
perfon they thought the moft deferving, and him 
that was leaft difagreeable to them. 

Boniface’s nephew communicated this propofol 
to his fattion, aferibing it to the impatience which 
Dupre and the old cardirials had to get out of the 
conclave : and having brought the cardinal of his 
party in to approve of it, a formal treaty was drawn 
up and figned by all the cardinals ; in confequence 
of which, Cajetan named three Ultramontain&lxh- 

biihops, all creatures of his uncle, and who ‘ du- 
ring that pope’s pontificate, had eipoufed his inte- 
reft again ft the king. The firft of the thre j was 
Bertrand de Got, archbifliop of Bourdeaux, a pre- 
late of a noble houfe in Aquitain, but wedded to hts 
pleafures, and eaten up with ambition, an intimate 
friend, and entire confident of Cajetan s, and a 
fubjeft of the king of England’s, who was then 
Duke of Aquitain. Befides, this prelate was an 
enemy to Philip the Fair, and particularly fo to 
Charles de Valois, that princes brother, who du- 
ring the wars between the French and hngliih, had 
ravaged the cafties and lands of his brother and 
neareft relations. Yet this was the prelate upon 
whom cardinal Dupre fixed his eyes to make him 
pope. He knew him thoroughly, and made no 
^ ‘ * queftion 
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queftion but a man of his chara&er, would eafily 
facrifice his old friends and fir ft benefaflors to his. 
promotion. He was likewife of opinion, that it 
would be no difficult matter, whilft Italy was infeft- 
ed with the fa&ions and wars between the Guelphs 
and Gibelines, to keep a man of his ambition and 
vanity in France, who would be charmed with 
fhewing himfelf to his relations and countrymen in 
that height of power, to which the papal diadem 
was going to raife him. Cardinal Dupre commu- 
nicated thefe views of his to Philip the Fair, by an 
exprefs which he difpatched to him with great fecre* 
cy, and which went from Perugia to Paris in eleven 
days. He fent that prince the treaty between the 
two fa&ions, and obferved to him in his letter, that 
he had nothing to do but to make fure of the arch- 
bifhop of Bourdeaux, who, to get at the papacy, 
would eaiily fubmit to all the conditions he fhould 
require of him. 

The king having perufed thefe difpatches, and 
the treaty between the cardinals, faw plainly what 
advantages wore to be drawn from it, He wrote 
immediately to the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, that 
he had fome affairs of confequence, in which he 
was particularly concerned, to communicate t<*. 
him. He fixed at the fame time a certain day on 
which he appointed him to repair to an abbey feat-: 
ed in the middle of a forefl near St. )ohn d’Ange- 
lu, promifmg to be there himfelf without fail, and 
enjoining him above all things a profound fecrefy on 
this head. 

Both were punftual to the appointment. They 
came to an interview in the morning in the church 
of the abbay. Philip, after hearing mafs, required 
the archbifhop to put his hand upon the altar, and 
fwear to keep the fecret he was going to confide to 
him inviolably. After this precaution, he told him 
that k was in his power to make him pope ; and, 

convince him of it, fhevved him the treaty 

made 
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made at Perugia between the cardinals, with tRe 
paffage in Dupre’s letter, where that cardinal, in 
his own name, and in the name of the cardinals of 
the French faction, refers it to the king to chufe 
which of the three archbifhops he thought moft 
worthy of the papacy 

The archbifhop or Bourdeaux read thefe infiru- 
menrs with great aftoniihment ; and, when he had 
ended, threw himfelf at the king’s feet, and embra-. 
ced them with atranfport ealierto be imagined than 
exprefied, afked pardon of him for his paft con- 
duct, “ I fee well. Sir, fays he to him, that you 
u are for rendering me good for evil ; if I am 
M happy enough to be advanced to the popedom, I 
lx beg of you to be allured -that you fhall fhare ail 
u the authority of it with me, and I am ready to 
M give you all the affurances of it that you can de - 
u mand for fo great a kindnefs ” 

The king raifed him up gracioufiy, and having 
embraced him in token of a perfect reconciliation, 
told him, that when he fhould be upon the throne 
of St Peter* he defired that he would grant 
him. fix favours, all of them jud, and tending on- 
ly to the good of the church and his kingdom, but 
he vVould be allured of them betore he entered into 
any more particular engagements with him. The 
firll two conditions which that prince propofed 
related only to the differences between him and Pope 
Boniface, infilling that he fhould annul all the adts I 
of that pope againft himielf, the cardinals Colonna’s, 
and his principal fubjedls. He required for the 
third condition, that he fhould promlfe him to 
condemn the memory of Boniface, and order his 
bones to be burnt, as ufed to be done with thole of 
atheifts and heretics. The fourth article was con- 
cerning the affair of the cardinals Colonna’s, whom 
Boniface had degraded for their adherence to 
France ; the king required that they fhould be re- 
inflated In their former dignities, and entire refti- 

tutioa 
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tution madfe to them of all their efftdb arid poflef- 
fioD$. Philip demanded, as the fifth condition, 
that he might have leave to raife the tenths upon 
the clergy of France for five years together. The 
fouh condition was not to be declared till after the 
ceremony of the future pope’s coronation (hould 
be over. ** Butl will have you, fays the king, for 
u a further affurance of your promifes, take a fo- 
“ lemn oath upon the holy facrament, and give 
" me your brother and two nephews in lioftage, 

H whom I wifi take with me to Paris, under pre- 
" tence of reconciling them to the count de Valois, 
4i my brother, and keep them there till you have 
u fully made good your word. It is now for you, 
il adds the king, to fee if you like the conditions.” 

The ambitious prelate, drunk with joy and hope, 
promifed every thing, and fwore fclemnly on the 
holy facrament to perform the conditions required. 
He tent at the fame time for his brother and ne- 
phews, and delivered them into the king’s hands. 
That prince difpatched away immediately an exprefs 
to cardinal Dupre, and thofe of his fattion, with 
advice that he bad taken all the neceffary fee unties 
from the archbifhop of Eourdeaux for his own in- 
tcreftand thofe of the h^ufe of Colonna ; that he 
was aftuafiy bringing -dong* with him to Paris the 
brother and two nephews of the archbifhop, and that 
they might, without any further delay, chufe him 
for pope. The king and that prelate parted equal- 
ly faiisfied with one another, and his majefty’s ex- 
prefs arrived at Perugia five days before the term 
agreed on by the treaty was expired. Cardinal Du- 
pre, apprifed of the king s intentions, communica- 
ted them to the other cardinals of the French par- 
ty, who thereupon notified to thofe of the contra- 
ry fa&ion, that they were ready to execute their 
promife, and chufe one of the three archbifhops 
propofed for pope. Upon this notice, a folemn 
affiembly was held in the chapel of the conclave : it 

was 
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was opened with the invocation of the Holy Ghofr, 
after which they ratified a- new the treaty for the e- 
leftion. Then cardinal Dupre named Bertrand dc 
Got. archbifhop of Bourdeaux, for the vicar of 
Jefus Chrift, which was followed with the acclama- 
tions of the whole facred college, efpeciallyof the ne- 
phew and creatures of Boniface, who knew nothing 
of what had paffed between the king and archbi- 
fhop, and flattered themfelves with having a pope 
of their own party, and an enemy to the king. 

But that prelate had no fooner received the decree 
of his election, than in the tranfports of his joy, on 
occafion of a good fortune fo much above his hopes, 
he let flip a word which betrayed the fecret of his 
reconciliation with the king of France. This was 
no longer doubted of, when they faw him fummon 
the whole college of cardinals to meet at Lyons, for 
the ceremony of his coronation, which Philip ho- 
noured with his prefence. 

It was after this great ceremony, that his maje- 
fty is faid to have opened himfelf to the pope, upon 
the fixth condition that he had required of him at 
their inrerview, and which he was not to know till 
his coronation was over. The pontiff was ftrangely 
furprifed to find that this condition contained the 
fupprefiion and extin&ion of the whole order of 
the templars. The king, to fupport the juftice of 
his demand, told him, that they were guilty of the 
mod abominable crimes, and that he had good 
proofs of it. Clement, to make good his engage- 
ments, aflured him, that he would apply himfelf 
to procure private informations to be taken on that 
fubjeft, and defired Philip, on his part, to commu- 
nicate to him wha; proofs he had againft thofe 
knights. 

The new pontiff, after his coronation, declared, 
that, as long as the two fa&ions of the Guelphs 
and Gibelines continued to tear Italy to pieces, he 
would take up his refidence in France, and, in con- 
i fequence 

Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA, 37 

fequence of this declaration, fet out for Bourdeaux, 
paiSng through Macon, Brives, Bourges and Li- 
moges. The continuator of Nangis, in his account 
of the year 1305, relates, that in eroding thefe 
diocefes, he plundered, either by himfelf or his 
followers, all the churches and incumbents that he 
met with in his paflage, fo that the archbifhop of 
Bourges, for his daily fubfiftence, was reduced to 
the neceflity of affifting at all the offices of the 
quire, as a fimple canon, to be intitled to a fharc 
b their daily dividends # . 

It was not long before the Italian cardinals re- 
pented that they had placed a French prelate, fo 
greedy of money, upon the papal throne. T hey 
were fennble. that if it continued any confiderable 
time in France, they fhould ha\ e no great fliare in 
the government, nor confcquently in the treafures 
of the church. Cardinal Mattheo Roflo Urfini, 
an Italian, and an enemy to the French, vexed to 
fee himfelf over-reached by Cardinal Dupre, and 
meeting one day in the pope’s antichamber, “ You 
“ have carried your point, fays he with a fnecr, 

and we are tran (planted on this fide the moun- 
“ tabs ; but I either do not know the charafter 
u of the Gafcons, or I fhall be much miftaken if 
u we fee the holy fee again at Rome this long 
“ time ” 

That capital of. the Chriftian world, formerly the 
miftrefs and queen of nations, loft, by the removal 
of the court of Rome, the little it had left of the 
luftre of its antient empire. All the Italians made 


* P«ipa Clemens, circa purifiat'tfnem bea^ae Maria a Lugduno 
weedens, Bccdegalis per Matifconem, Brivatum, Biturigai.— — — . 
& Ltmovicas iter faciens, tam »eligioforum quam fsecuUrium eccle- 
mor.afteria, tam per fe quam per fuos fateliite*, deprtedando 
touha & gravia intulit cis damna, et fiater ./Eg dius, Bituricenfii 
aichiepifcopus per hujufmedi depraedationes ad fanram deveoit ino- 
piim, qood , tanquam unus de fuis Amplicibus canon icia, ad perci- 
pitndum quotidianas diftritutior.c pro vitae neceffariis horas ecclcli- 
al’irny f*f qij^ntare coa&u* fit, 
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heavy lamentations for this tranflation, ’which, o* 
account of the time it lafted, they have generally 
compared to the captivity of Babylon Some hifto- 
rians have not fcrupled to afcribe, it to the pope’s 
pafiion for the countefs of Perigord, daughter to 
the Count de Foix, a princels of lingular beauty, 
and from whom, it it probable, he could not part 
without pain # . The fame authors accufe him of 
a fcandalous traffick in holy things, to gratify his 
avarice f. 

Perhaps the reader may think we have given too 
large a detail of the intrigues of this conclave; but, 
confidering the fadts which follow, we thought 
ourfelves necriTai ily obliged to reprefcnt the cha- 
racter of this pope and relate the fecret caufes of 
the complaifance he fliewed afterwards for molt of 
the deftgns of Philip the Fair, with regard to the 
templars, as well as the hofpitallers of St. John. 

The new pontiff, defirous to fignalize his zeal by 
fqme enterprize that would make a noife, and fuit 
the tafte of the age, propofed to fend a new cru- 
fade into the eaft for the recovery of the Holy 
Land. With this view, and to be juftly informed, 
of the forces of the infidels, perhaps alfq to in- 
quire into the accufations brought by the King of 
France againft the templars, he lent an order to ahe 
two grand matters to come immediately to him, 
with the principal knights of both orders. 

The, 

• Hift. de M. PAbbe Fleuri. 1 . 9a. p. 23$. 

Qnefto papa fQe huomo multo cupido di iroreta e fimonlaco, 
che ogni beneficio per moneta in jfua corte ft rendea e fue lufuri. 
ofo. Si dicea che tenea per arnica la contefTa di Paragordo, bellif- 
fima donna, iigliuo la del conte di Foy. Giovan. Villani lib.q. 
chap. 58. 

Papa, ut chronica referunt, fuit minis cupiditatibus dedirus*; prop- 
ter queo fcelus fimoniar, maxi me a canon thus derettatum cl puni- 
tnm, multum viguit in curia fus circa beneficia. Quod autem qui- 
dam dicunt in papam non pofle cadere fimoniam ; beatus Thomas 
hos roprobat : in super et 'minds hone ft ae vite fuit, et communiter 
^icebatnr, cum quadam comitifla, pulcherrima muliere, contuber- 
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“ The kings of Cyrus and Armenia^*, (fays he, 

“ in his letter to the grand matter of the hofpitaU 
w tallers,) folicit us earneftty to procure them lome 
“ fuccour. We have therefore refoived tocontult 
#< about it with you, and the mailer of the tem- 
u pie, fince, by, the knowledge you have of the 
“ country, you are much better qualified than any 
“ others to advife us, in regard to the conduit and 
u management of fiich an enterprize ; befides, that 
4 * next to the church of Rome, no one has a great- 
u er intereft than you in the liiccefs of it/* We or- 
<f der you therefore to come hither lpeedily, with 
w as much fecrecy as pofBble, and with a very 
w little retinue, fince you will find, on this fide 
,c the fea, a fufficient number of your knights 
%i to attend you,- But be careful to leave in the 
u ifle of Cyprus a good lieutenant* and a body of 
w knights, capable of defending the city of your 
“ reiidence, that fo your abfence, which will not 
M be long, may be of no prejudice to the affairs of 
“your order, - Neverthelefs, do notneglelt to 
“ bring along with you fome knights, who, by 
“ their wifdom, experience and zeal, are qualified 
"to give us proper advice, in conjunction with 
“ you// This letter is dated from Bordeaux, June 
( y , 1306.*- 

Thc grand mafter of the hofpitallers was at fea, 
when this letter was fent him from the ifle 
of Cyprus, whither it was directed. He 1306, 
wrote back immediately to the pope to ex- 
cufe himfeif, that he did not make fo much hafte 
in his voyage, as his holinefs feemed to recom- 
mend, being actually engaged in an enterprife 
which he had formed. The hofpitallers, being tired 
out with the ill treatment they received from the 
king of Cyprus, and the opprefiion of his govern- 

niura habere. San&us Antoninus Flor. archiep. dc concilio Vicn- 
aenfi. tit.zi. feft. 3. 

X Raiff. t. 15. 
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ment ; and feeing themfelves cooped up as it wer< 
in a a town, without the convenience of a port fai 
their naval armaments, came to a refolution to a- 
bandon fo improper an abode, defigning to mak< 
themfelves mailers of fome ifland in the neigh* 
bourhood of the Holy Land, where . the orderj 
without being accountable to any but their own fu- 
periors, might go to fea, and difcharge the obliga- 
tions and duties of their ftation. 

The grand mailer, whofe thoughts were entirely 
taken up with this great defign, which he kept very 
fecret, fixed his eyes upon Rhodes, an ifland at a 
fmall diftance from Paleftine, and accommodated 
with an excellent port. This ifland, a member of 
Conftantinople, fuffered, like moft of thofe of the 
Archipelago, in the revolution that happened k l 
that capital, by the conqueft which the French and 
Venetians made of it. The Genoefe, for their part, 
had feized on moft of the Cyclades and Sporades>; 
and Rhodes, and the little ifles depending on it, al- 
fo fell into the hands of thofe republicans, during 
the abfence of their governor, a Greek lord, called 
John de Gabaies. Vatacius, whom we have fpokeo 
of already, and who, in the difmembcring of the 
empire, had erefted one for himfelf, of which Nice . 
was the capital, vexed to fee the Latin princes pare 
off every day fome morfel or other from the Greek 
empire, fent, in A. D. 1249, John Cantacuzenus* 
his great cupbearer, with a ftrong fleet to drive the 
Genoefe out of the ifle of Rhodes. That Geek ge- 
neral arrived off the ifland, and landed his troops 
without oppofition : but by great good luck for the 
Genoefe, William de Villehardouin, a French lord, 
and prince of Achaia, and Hugh, a prince of the 
hopfe of Burgundy, were, palling at that time by 
Rhodes, in order to join St, Louis in the ifle of 
Cyprus, and left the Genoefe a body of troops, 
which helped them to drive out the Greeks. Va- 

-tacius, the moft politic prince of his time, to make 
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Bis advantage afterwards of the confternation the 
Latins were in at. the captivity of St. Louis, the 
head o£ the crufade, font Theodorus Protofebaftus 
to Rhodes, who retook the ifiand from the Genoefe. 
The Greeks re-eflablifhed their authority there ; 
but. the empire being on the decline, lome lords of 
thehoufeof Gualla, governors of Rhodes, inlenli- 
bly fet up for the princes of the ifle ; and, to fortify 
themfeives againil their fovereign, they peopled it 
with a great number of Turkilli and Sarazen mer- 
chants and inhabitants. It is laid iikewife, that 
they admitted the infidel corfairs into their ports, 
who were always fure to find refuge there, when 
they were purfued by the gallies of the hofpitallers, 
or by the Ihips of other chriflian princes. 

The grand matter, after coailing the ifle of 
Rhodes, observing its ports and fortrcffes, and ap- 
priling himfelf of the number of its inhabitants, 
did not find that he had fotccs fufficient to attempt 
the conquefl of it. Then he took a view of feveral 
fraall adj icent iflands, which, though inhabited, are 
fcarce any thing but rocks. But finding no forti- 
fied places in them, wherein he could maintain his 
ground, and fearing, that if he made au attempt on 
an/ of thefe little iflamis it would difeover his de 
<ign upon Rhodes, he flood away for the ifle of Cy- 
prus, and returned to Limiffo. After this expedi- 
tion, he was preparing to go and give the pope an 
account of the projeff he had in view, and to tiy 
if he could obtain from that pontiff, and the welt- 
ern princes, the neceflary fuccours for luch an en- 
terprife ; but he was flopped by an illneis, which 
at lad brought him to his grave. 

Ail the knights were fen li bly affli&ed at the lofs 
of the grand mafler, efpecially in a junflure fo im- 
portant 10 the order. The chapter being perfuad- 
ed that Fuik de Villaret, his* brother, 
was acquainted with all the particu- Folk de 
lars of his focret defigns, and was Villaret* 
Well qualified by his valour, to put 
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them in execution with fuccefs, thought proper to 
appoint him for his fucceffor. This grand matter, 
as foon as he was invefted with that dignity, went 
on board the gallies of his order, and patted into 
France, to confer with the pope and the king about 
the .enterprife of Rhodes, the delign of which the 
late grand matter had communicated to him. It 
was now above a year fince James de Moley, of an 
illuftrious family in the county of Burgundy, and 
the grand matter of the order of templars, had, in 
obedience to the pope’s orders, repaired to the town 
of Poitiers, where the court of Rome then was. 
The grand matter was attended with moft of 
his knights, who, tired out, like the hofpitallers, 
with the opprefiions and exa&ions which the king 
of Cyprus and his minifters were continually laying 
upon them, had at laft abandoned the ifle. They 
difperfed themlelves afterwards into feveral coun- 
tries of Chriftendom, where they had a great num- 
ber of rich commandries, and no body was left in | 
the itte of Cyprus but the great marfhal of the or- 
der, and fome commanders. The grand matter is 
faid to have brought prodigious treafures Jrom the 
Levant, which he laid up afterwards in the houfc | 
of the temple at Paris* 

That lord, upon his arrival in France, kept the 
principal knights of his order with him; and, thus 
attende d, he waited upon the pope. They were all 
well received, the pontiff giving not the leatt hint 
of the fee ret motive that had induced him to fend 
for them into France. He feexned even pleafed 
with the turn ai d capacity of the grand matter, dif- 
■courfing with him frequently upon the fubjeft of a 
cm fade which he pretended he would publiih with- 
out lofs of time. He carried his difiimulation fo 
far as to deliver him a memorial, requiring him, at 
his leifure, to draw up an exatt anfwer to it. 

In this memorial the pope, ftill fuppofing the 
project of a crufade, demanded of him, what affift* 
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ance the Latins might expeft from the king of the 
Mer Armenia ; what were the ports, the roads, 
and the coafts of Paleftine, where the forces of the 
crufade might land with moft convenience ; and 
whether the troops {hould be fent from Europe in 
the great or the little paflage, 1. e . in the months of 
May or September, the ordinary feafons in which 
the caravans- of pilgrims fct out for the Holy Land. 
Thefc embarkations being called great or little paf- 
fages, according to the number of refills and troops 
that were fent to the Levant. 

The pope, in a feparate memorial, added, that 
the diflention, which was too often breaking out a- 
frefb between the templars and hofpitallers, having 
contributed not a little to the lofs of the Holy 
Land, he had beeo advifed, for the Common good 
of both orders, and the general edification of the 
faithful, to incorporate the templars and hofpitallers 
forever, under one and the fame rule, habit, and 
grand maftcr. The foveregin pontiff* ordered him 
-Ifrgive him his fentiments freely and fincereiy on 
'this bead. The pope, perhaps, by fuch an union 
of the templars with the hofpitallers, whole repu- 
tation was untouched, would not have been forry 
to live the templars from the king of France’s in- 
stances for the extinction of that order. 

Hiftory has conveyed down to us the anfwer 
which the grand mafter of the templars made to 
thelc two memorials of the pope He fays, in the 
firft place, that in a battle, or decifive aCtion, there 
was no depending on the Armenians, who were 
much more difpofed to turn their backs, than ft and 
their ground in an engagement; and if they bound- 
ed the fuccour they were for fending into the Eaft, 
meerly to the defence of the lefler Armenia, with- 
out attempting any further conqueft, his holinefs 
ought to be made ienfible, that the Armenians, 
being fchifmaticks, and enemies to all the Latin 
Chriftiaps, would never admit them into their caf- 
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ties and ftrong places, though they were come inf 
the haft: only for their afliftance ; and that the trooii 
of the crufade, being thereby forced to keep th 
field, would be frequently furprifed and maffacrei 
by the Turcomans and Bedovins that lived on th 
mountains bordering on Armenia, from whend 
they were continually making incurfions into th 
flat counny. 

For thele reafons, and many more, which ar< 
reprefented at large in this memorial, the gran<i 
mailer lhews the insignificancy of the little paflagej 
and a weak fuccour, which ’would ferve, lays he 
only to deftroy fuch as compofed it, and render the 
Latin Chrillians contemptible. He concludes, that 
to tlatter themfelves with the hopes of good fuccefs, 
it was necefiary to omit nothing that could be ler- 
viceable for making the paflfage as numerous and 
powerful as poflible. 

With this view he prefles the pope to communi- 
cate his memorial to the kings of France, Lngland, 
Germany, Sicily, Arragon, Caftile *, and all other 
fovereign princes of CHriftendom, whole hearts, 
lays he, may God Almighty touch with his grace, 
and infpire them to drive the infidels out of a land 
dyed with the adorable blood of Jetus Chrift. 

He pro pol es in the next place to engage the Ge- 
noele, the Venetians, and other maritime powers, 
who had ports in the Mediterranean, to furnifh the 
g lilies and Ihips necefiary for the great paflage, and 
for tranfporting the troops of the crufade. He re- 
presents liktwife that the Chriftians not being 
m afters of foot of ground in the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem, or in the principality of Antioch, if they 
pretended to drive out the infidels, their army 
ought to conlift at leaft of 1 5,000 men of arms, and 
5000 foot. 

With regard to their landing, he advifes, that the 

• Philip the Fair, Edward II Henry de Lnxetnburgh, Don F** 
rfri^ue d Arr*goi^ Dun James Ferdinand IV, 

chriltian 
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chriftian army fhould, for refrefhment, put firft 
into the ifle of Cyprus, from whence they might 
cafily pafs afterwards into Paleftine. But as to the 
coaft and place of the kingdom, where it was pro- 
per to make their defeent, he defires the pope to 
exeufe him from putting his opinion in writing, and 
allow him to explain himfelf on that head by word 
of mouth, either to him or to the king of France, 
for fear, that a defign of fuch importance, and a 
point on which the whole fuccefs of the crufade 
depended, might come to be difeovered, and con- 
sequently traverfed by the infidels. 

He intimates, that it would be very proper to fend 
ten gallies in the fpring towards the ifle of Cypruf, 
to cruize at fea, and intercept the ihips of fomc 
chriftian merchants, who, preferring a fordid gain 
to the interefts of religion, held criminal correfpon- 
dences with the Sarazens, and carried them, in con- 
tempt of the prohibitions of the church, arms and 
timber ready worked and fitted, fo that, for mak- 
ing their gallies, they had nothing to do but to join 
the feveral pieces together 

He adds, that neverthclefs the command of thefe 
ten chriftian gallies ought not to be given either to 
the templars or hofpitallers, for fearv that if thofe 
knights fhould catch any v effete belonging to the 
Venetian or Genoefe merchants in this clandeftine 
commerce, and feize them, they might draw upon 
the military orders the hatred and.refentment of 
thofe two potent republics. . 

The fecond memorial contains an anfwer to the 
pope’s defign of uniting the templars and hofpital- 
lers under one and the fame rule and head. The 
grand mafter reprefents to him, that, during the 
pontificate of Gregory IX. and in the reign of St. 
Louis, a propofal had been made in the council of 
Lyons for a project of the like nature, but much more 
comprehenfive.. the defign being to incorporate all 
the military orders that were in the church toge- 
ther : 
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ther : that the pope and the king, who afliftec 
both of them at that council, were pleafed to con 
fult brother William Beaujou, grand mafter of th< 
hofpitallers, and brother William de Courcelles 
one of the principal knights of the order of St, 
John, who met at the fame time at Lyons, and tc 
hear their fentiments on this fubjedf : that the gr&ttd 
mafter of the templars urged, that the kings of 
Spain, who were engaged in continual wars again!) 
the % Moors, and drew their beft forces from the fni- 
litary orders fettled in their dominions, would ne- 
ver conlent, that thofe Spanifh knights, which de^ 
pended on their refpedttve fovereigns, (hould be put 
under the authority of a foreign head, or be incor- 
porated with other military orders, that were in&i- 
tuted for different ends, and regulated by different) 
ftatutes ; and that, upon thefe remonftrances of the 
grand mafter, they gave over the deiign. 

He owned that after the lofs of St. John d* Acre, 
this queftion was brought upon the ftage again, 
and that pope Nicholas IV. to lkreen himfelf from! 
the fhame of not having furnifhed the Ieaft fuccour 
to the befieged, declaimed warmly in feveral con- 
fiftories againft the templars and hofpitallers, as if, 
by their pretended diftentions, they had occafioned 
the lofs of that important place ; but that there 
was not one perfon in Chriftendom, nor even ft- 
mong the infidels, but knew that the grand mafter 
of the templars, the marfhal of the holpitallers, and 
above four hundred knights of both orders, died 
in defence of that city, out of which there came 
but ten templars alive : and that all the projects and 
difcourles of that pontiff about the necefiity of an 
union, were attended with no effedt. That pope 
Boniface VIII. who bore a particular affedtion for 
the military orders, and was defirous to unite, them, 
only to render them more powerful, had likewife gi* 
ven over the detign ; and that, after much reafhn- 
ng upon the fubjedl, it was refolved at laft to Idt 
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each order continue as it was, in its particular con- 
ftitution, and keep to its own rules and form of 
government. 

The grand m after, after producing thefe inftan- 
ces, enters next into a thorough examination of the 
affair, and reprefents to the pope, firft, the danger 
to which he would expofc the faivation of thofe mili- 
ary friars, by forcing them to quit their firft rule, 
and putting them under the obligation of obferving 
another, to which they had not received the grace 
of a particular call. 

Secondly, he remonftrates to him, that, fuppof- 
iog fuch an union T the knights, though originally 
of different orders, being obliged to live together ^ 
in the fame community* would never fail to have 
difputes with one another about the preference of 
their firft profefiions, and that thefe difputes be- 
tween men of courage, and provided with arms, 
might degenerate into combats, to the great fcandal 
of all Chriftendom. 

Thirdly, That in every houfe of the templars, 
they gave a general alms three times a week, and 
every day the^poor bad all the meat that came off 
the tables in the refe&pry ; that in like manner the 
the hofpitallers, whofe original foundation was on 
the foot of a continual exercife of charity, employ- 
ed their alms chiefly in affording various helps and 
affiftances to the fick and pilgrims ; and that, if two 
houfes of different orders were to be reduced to 
one, there would be but a Angle charity for the 
poor, to their great detriment apd prejudice : and 
the cafe would be equally the fame with regard to 
the offices of divine worfhip, and all the exercifes 
of piety, which were performed, though in a diffe- 
rent manner, in the commandries of both ordeis. 

Fourthly, fays he, each order has one head and 
one grand mafter, and feveral officers of eminence, 
fcch as the priors, the bailiffs, the marfhal, the 
gjftnd commander, the draper, the hofpitaller, and 
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the turcopolier ; and if, in the union propofed, 
they keep up thefe offices, there will be in every 
priory two perfons with the fame title. If they fup- 
prefs one, (fays he), upon which of the orders (hall 
that reform fall ? Is it juft, under pretence of fuch 
an union, to deprive old knights of their polls, to 
which they h^ve arifen by their fervices, and by 
ffiedding their blood for the defence of Chrifteo- 
dom ? 

I am very fenfible, co/ltinues the grand matter, 
that the view in this union is to put an end to that 
jealoufy and emulation, which too often reigns be- 
tween warriors that afpire all to the fame glory. But. 
let it be confidered* fays he, by way of reply, that 
the Latin Chriftians have derived -great advantages 
from this very emulation ; that nothing has more 
contributed to raife the courage of one order, 
than the valour they have been witnefs of in ano- 
ther ; and that it has been always obferved, that if 
the hofpitallers at any time lent for troops, {hips, 
arms, and provifions, from their commandries, for . 
the relief of the Holy Land, the templars, after 
their example, and to out-do them, if poffible, made 
the more powerful armaments on their fide. 

It is not, moft holy father, continues the grand 
mafter, but that I am convinced, that in a time like 
this, when all the world, princes, prelates, ecclefi- 
aftics, and regulars, envy the great revenues of the 
two orders, and contrive various pretences to get 
them into their own hands, it would be a great ad- 
vantage for us to be united, that we may the better 
oppofe the enterprifes of fuch ufurpers. But it is 
for your holinefs to weigh this advantage againft 
the reafons I have laid before you, and if you pleafe, 

I will call a chapter, to be held in your prefence, 
of the priors, bailiffs, and principal commanders, 
that are on this fide the fea. You may there, moft 
holy father, inform yourfelf of their fentiments on 
this fubjedl, and fee how the whole order {lands 
i difpofed 
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difpofed to this union. After hearing them, your 
holinefs will, in your great wifdom, and in virtue 
of that fovereign power you have received from 
God, decide ultimately in this point, as lhall appear 
to you mod conductive to tfc>general good of all 
Chriftendom. 

Hiftory does not acquaint us with the ufe the 
pope made of thefe two memorials ; nor was it till 
two years after, that he renewed the project of the 
crufade. 

With regard to the union of the two orders, the 
pope, in all probability, was fenlible of the incon- 
Teniencies attending it, and the folidity of the grand 
mailer’s reafons ; and the pious and religious fenti- 
mentsthat appear throughout his laft memorial, 
could not bm make an impreflion oh him. Nor is 
it improbable, that the pope propofed this union of 
the templars with the hofpitallcrs only as a fort of 
reform of the firft, and to avoid bringing thofc 
crimes upon the board, which Philip the Fair had 
complained to him of in private, and which his am- 
bafTadors folicited him warmly to examine into and 
pumth. Not to interrupt the thread of the narra- 
tion, with regard to the particulars concerning the 
Me of Rhodes, I fhall forbear to enter into the de- 
tail of this extraordinary event, and of the pro- 
ceedings againft the templars, till I come to the year 
in which that affair was ended. 

The defign of the hofpitallers, as we have faid, 
was to abandon the ifle of Cyprus, and endeavour 
to make themfelves matters of that of Rhodes. But 
a proje£l of fuch importance required forces fupe- 
rior to thofe of the order. The grand mafter, in 
hopes of obtaining aflittance from the pope and 
king of France, went into that kingdom, and came 
to Poitiers, where they were both met # by agree- 
ment, to treat about the affair of the templais. 
Fulk de Villart delired a private audience of them. 
He began with laying before them tl\e cruel exac- 
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tions with which the king of Cyprus and his mini 
fters were continually loading the hofpitallers ; th 
miftruftful and jealous humour of that prince, whc 
for fear of drawing upon himfelf the refentment an 
arms of the fultan of Egyp% and other infidel prin 
ces, obftrudled the armaments of the order, an< 
hindered- the knights from going out of his ports 
The grand mafter, after fhewing how impaffible i 
was for his order to continue any longer in the ter 
ritories of a prince governed by fuch timorous po< 
litics, acquainted them with the intended enterprife 
on the ifle of Rhodes. He laid before them all th< 
advantages of it, and reprefented to them, that h 
would ferve as a ftaple and place of rendezvous fot 
all the crufades and chriftian fleets that palled into 
the eaft ; that the conqueft of this ifland ought tQ 
be conlidered as a fure earneft of that of the 
Holy Land, upon account of the great number of 
veflels that the knights would put to fea, which 
would hinder the Turkilh and Sarazen corfairs 
from carrying any fuccours to the infidels in 
Judea. But he added, that the forces of his order 
were not fufficient for fo great an enterprife, and 
they could not engage in it without being allured of 
the alfiftance of the common father of the faith- 
ful, and tha* of the molt powerful monarch of Eu- 
rope. 

The pope and the king, perfiiaded, as they gene- 
rally were at that time all over Chriflendom, that 
there was not a more meritorious aftion whereby 
to gain heaven, than to engage in, or contribute to 
thefe holy wars, were la villi in their praifes of the 
grand mafter, and the knights of St. John : and, 
to encourage them to purfue fo noble a projeft, 
they promifed them mighty fuccours. The pope, 
thinking the conqueft of Rhodes would be a great 
- honour to his pontificate, advanced ninety thoufand 
florins to the order, out of his own purfe, for the 
levying of troops. 

For 
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For the better covering the fecret of this enter* 
prife, they published a general crufade, for the re- 
covery of the Holy Land. The pope arncxed pic* 
nary indulgences to it, with all the privilege . 4 that 
his predeceflors had granted in the like expeditions, 
and even fuch as fhould contribute to the txpenre 
of this armament, were comprehended in the bene- 
fit of thele apoftolical graces. A great number of 
perfons of all conditions, efpeciallyin Germany, 
abandoned their country, and lifted in this holy mi- 
litia. The very women would have a (hare in the 
crufade ; feveral parted even with their rings and 
jewels, and an hiftorian pretends, that the knights 
of St. John fold them for a trifle, for want of 
knowing their value. All this money was laid out 
in purchafing vefTcls, arms, and proviflons 
Charles 11. king of Sicily, and the commonwealth 
of Genoa, though they did not know the fecrct dc- 
fign of this expedition, furnifhed galleys to trr.n im- 
port fuch as engaged in the crufade. The rendez- 
vous was at Brundufium, in the farther part of the 
kingdom of Naples, whether they flocked in luch 
numbers, that the knights, not having tranfports 
flJongh, and fearing to be encumbered with a mul- 
titude of people of all conditions, contented them* 
(elves with chufing out of this vaft crowd fuch aft 
were beft armed, and diftinguilhed by their quality 
tnd condition. It is faid, that a great number of 
gentlemen of the beft families in Germany were 
there, who, upon this occafion, took the habit and 
crofs of St. John ; and thefe illuftrious knights 
Were prefen red to the grand maflcr, bv brother 
Heltwig de KandeHack f, great prior of Germany, 
who, at the head of fuch a brave and honourable 

• Propafogi* corgregata fuit pccunia Sc armorum ac sl : i um ren m 
w, ia, ofFcremihn' fuiclibus vir.s ac rr.ulieribus.jflc«.lin & que habtla it 
ciiiiiixa, hofpitaliriis ad hoc miiTis, <jui vilj pretio diftralKbaut. Ex 
viia Cleir.entis V. Bal. 
t biP. Johan. Bafiloae. 1581# 
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company, acquired a great deal of glory in this ea 
pedition. 

After this, the grand mafter took leave of th 
pope, who heaped favours and bleilings in abuti 
dance upon him, and the order in general. H 
particularly granted them, in cafe the enterprl 
Succeeded, the right of naming the archbifhop o 
Rhodes, in a vacancy of the fee. The weathe: 
was fo foul, that they could not fet fail till the be 
ginning of the fpring, when the chriftian fleet coaft 
ed Albania, paired by the Morea, and the ifle oi 
Candia ; and, leaving Rhodes on the left, at a fuf 
ficient diftance to give no fufpicion to the Greeks 
and infidels, flood in for the ifle of Cyprus, and 
landed in the port of Limiflo. 

The grand mafter flayed no longer there than 
was necefiary to take on board the knights that 
were in the ifland, with all the effects of the order, 
which being done he put to fea again. The king 
of Cyprus, the neighbouring princes, and even the 
knights and troops of the crufade that were on 
board, were all perfuaded that this armament wa» 
intended for the Holy Land. But the grand ma- 
fter, after fome days fail, put into Macri, on the 
coaft of Lycia, either to take in water and refrefli 
himfelf, or elfe to wait for the return of fome fpies 
that he had fent to take a view of the ifle and town 
of Rhodes, and, upon the advices they brought, 
to take the laft meafures for the landing of the 
army *. 

This was in all probability the place from whence, 
as the hiftorian Pachymerus relates, he difpatched 
ambafladors, in the name of the order, to the em- 
peror Adronicus, to acquaint him with this entcr- 
prife, and demand the inveftiture of Rhodes, which 
held indeed of the empire, but had been feized by 
fome rebel Greeks, in concert with the Saracens, 

* Lib. 7. c. 30. & 31, 
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who, to fortify themfelves in their usurpations, had 
caHed in fome corfturs to their afliitance. 

Thefe ambaiftadors rcprefcnted to him, that the 
order engaged to drive out thofe piiates which in- 
fixed all the feas of the empire, and that, in con-* 
fideration of the inveftiture, and in token of vaf- 
Falage, they would futnifh him every year three 
hundred knights, moft of them fit*for commanding, 
which he might put at the head of his troops on the 
frontiers of Perlia. 

But Andronicus, being naturally an enemy to the 
Latins, as moft of th^ Greek princes were, rejected 
the propofal with contempt. A caftle which he ft ill 
enjoyed in the ifland (as the Greek hiftorian relates) 
tmd fome fmall fhadow of a precarious fovereigmy, 
which the Guallas ftill complimented him wirh, 
made him fancy, that it would be eafier for him to 
recover his whole authority there, whilft in their 
hands than if the hofpitallers, fnppcrted by the 
princes of the weft, were ma fters of it. Whilft 
this negotiation was carrying on at Conftantinople, 
the grand matter, who expe&ed what would be the 
ifiue of it, had fet fail, and, after publickly decla- 
ring his defign, had made a deftcent upon the ifle of 
Rhodes, furprifed the Greek and infidel inhabitants, 
and landed his troops, provifions, and military en- 
gines, with very little onpofition *. 

Various are the names that have at different times 
been given to the ifle of Rhodes. The Greeks cal- 
led it Ophiufa, or the ifle of ferpents, becaufe of 
the multitude of ferpents that infe&ed it. Some 
fay, tfcat it had the name of Rhodes from a rofc 

• AnnoEodem 1306, hofpitallarii cum exe c:tuChr:fti*r.0TUT’ np. 
pugnarc caeperunt infulam Rhodi cum circumadjacentibus infu.'S cir- 
ciier quinque, quae ab infidelibus Tu.iis inhaiutabantur fub di nr.ii i® 
uhpetatoris Cnttaminopiliiani : cepcn nt autem llatim ab 1 ; i:,o cii- 
quas infulas 8 c Crdtella : fteteruntcpie in pi-gna 8 c contfiftu ofcfkcntts 
pzriterct obftflj annis quaruor contra Turcos & obti.utiu;.' fina.itcr 
Chriftiani. Ex quart., vita ClementU V, aytore Bernardo Guid .nia 
Lodovcnfi, 
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bud made of brafs, which was taken up out of th 
foundation of Lindus, one of its chief cites, an 
that the inhabitants ftamped the figure of it on thei 
coin. But an able antiquary has (hewn, that thol 
who efpoufe this fentiment, have miftaken tha 
for the flower of a pomegranate, which the Rho 
dians ordinarily made ufe of in dying their cloth 
and which they imprefled upon their coin for th< 
fame reafon that the Tyrians ftamped theirs witfc 
the (hell of that valuable little fifti called the pur* 
pie. The moft common and probable opinion de- 
rives the original of the name of** Rhodes from the 
quantity of roles with which that ifland is flocked 
almoft all the year round. 

The ifland of Rhodes is fituate in that part of the 
Mediterranean which is called the Carpathian fea. It 
has the ifle pf Cyprus on the eaft, that of Candia 
on the weft, Egypt on the fouth, and on the north 
lie Caria and Lycia, which make part of Afia Mi- 
nor, now called Natolia, from which it is divided 
only by a channel, not above twenty miles broad. It 
is about fixfcore miles in circumference, the air i» 
clear and temperate, the climate mild, and the foil 
almoft every where fertile : the country abounds 
particularly in fruit-tree of all forts. There were 
anciently iroii and copper mines in it : and the in- 
habitants who were famous for the *perfe<ftion to 
which they carried their improvement of all man- 
ner of arts, employed thefe metals in making arms, 
warlike inftruments, and efpecially ftatues, of 
which there were reckoned^to be in the old town of 
Rhodes, no lefs than three thoufand of different 
fizes, all wrought by excellent workmen, and re- 
prefenting either deities, princes or illuftrious met?. 
The city was, if I may ufe the expreflion, peopled 
with them ; but of all thefe images the moft re- 
markable and furprifing,was a coloffus, confecrated 
to the fun, the tutelar god of x the ifle. Pliny tells 
vs, that it was feventy cubits high, and that it was 

the 
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the work of Chares of Lindus, a difciple of Lyfip- 
pus. An earthquake overturned this prodigious 
ftatue. There were few perfons, adds the hillorian, 
that could clafp its -thumb in their arms; its fingers 
were bigger than feveral ilatues, and large cavities 
being difcovered after its fall, they found great 
ftones within, which the excellent artift had fo ad- 
jufted, as to poize the weight of the coloflus, and 
keep it firm upon its feet. I forbear to fpeak of 
the paintings and piflures with which their temples 
were filled, ail mailer- pieces of art, and the works 
of the Parrhafius’s, the Protogene’s, the Xcuxis’s, 
and the Apelle’s. The ifle of Rhodes was no Itfs 
famous for its academies, and for the great men that 
came out thence, accompliihed in all kinds of lite- 
rature. It is fufficiently known to have been the 
fchool of the Romans, particularly for eloquence, 
and whither they went to parfedl themfelves in the 
talent of fpeaking, fo necefiary in that common- 
wealth, for all that were concerned in the govern- 
ment. 

But what is yet more furpriiing, is, that the Rho- 
dians, a people of fuch application to arts and fci- 
ences, which feem only calculated for peace, were 
no left famous for their arms, their conqueils, and 
their colonies. They excelled efpecially in the art 
of navigation ; their ports were filled with fliips ; 
they had arfenals and magazines capable of fitting 
out whole fleets ; and they became fo powerful by 
fea, that there were not in all Afia a monarch but 
courted their alliance : but they never employed 
their forces more willingly than againft pirates. It 
was by their fkill in failing, and a wife difcipline, 
fays Strabo, that they fo long kept pofleflion of the 
empire of the fea. 

But all thefe talents which made this ifle fo fa- 
mous in the time of the Greeks and Romans, were 
entirely neglefcled by the Greeks of the lower em- 
pire. The revolutions that happened in their own 
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government, and in that of feveral other nations 
to which they were .afterwards fubjeft, did no lefj 
contribute to the fall of this maritime empire ; aru 
the ignorance and effeminacy of the Rhodian Sara- 
zens, who, except fome corfairs, rarely ever wenl 
to fea, gave the finifhing ftroke to their power and 
former reputation. 

Such was the condition of the ifland, when the 
grand mafter entered it at the head of his army. 
The infidels, who were the main ftrength of the 
place, uniting with the Greeks, the old inhabitants 
of the ifle, had frequent engagements with the hos- 
pitallers, and the troops of the crufade, which the 
f grand mafter had brought from Europe. There was 
fomea&ion or other almoft every day ; and it is fur* 
prifing, that the ancient hiftorians have not left u $ 
the particulars of them; but that the fucce/s wai 
various, is evident from the length of the war* 
which lafted near four years. The Greek empe* 
ror, flattering himfelf that if he could drive out th£ 
Latins, he fhould remain mafter of the ifle, fent * 
great body of troops againft them. The grand 
mafter, on the other hand, being fcnfible that the 
fuccefs of his enterprise depended on the taking 
of the town of Rhodes, refoived, notwith Hand- 
ing this fuccour, to befiegc it : he fatdown before 
the town, and his" knights, by his example, threw 
themfelves into the greateft dangers to forward the 
conqueft. But as moft of the crufade were draw- 
ing oft' one after another, and the army was at laft 
reduced to the troops of the order alone, the fiege 
was turned into a blockade. The befiegers were in 
a fliort time befieged themfelves by the Greeks and 
Sarazens, who flopped up the avenues by which 
they ufed to fetch in their provifions, or march out 
for forage. The hofpitallers were at laft in want 
of troops, provifions and money, btr the grand 
mafter found a fupply for every thing in his own 
capacity and courage, which the greateft difficulties 
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ferved only to whet and improve. He borrowed 
confiderable fums of the bankers of Florence, and 
with this fupply, and the money he raifed from the 
comiBandries beyond fca, he levied new troops, 
paid off the old, and allowing them fome days for 
refrelhment, he went out of his entrenchments, 
with a refolution either to vanquilh or die, march 
ed diredlly againft the enemy, aud offered them 
battle. 

The a£lion was bloody, and they fought in both 
fideswitha warmth and fury to be expe&ed between 
foreign troops that would feize a country, and inha- 
bitants that are defending their houfes, lands, wives, 
and children ; the ftrongeft motives in nature to a- 
nimate and put fire into a people the leaft warlike. 
Hiftorians give us no farther account, than that 
there was a great deal of bioodlhed on both fides ; 
that the grand mafter loft the braveft of his knights;, 
but that their valour and refolution at laft carried 
the day, and the Greeks and infidels, no longer 
able to ftand before them, quitted the field of battle ; 
and feveral Sarazens, who defpaired of being able 
to make head againft the Latins, fled to the fea- 
fide, embarked, and landing in the iftes of the Ar- 
chipelago, and on the coaft of Lycia, carried thi- 
ther the firft news of their defeat. 

The grand mafter brought his vi&orious troopt 
back into his lines, and continued the liege with 
new vigour. AfteF he had gained the principal 
fortifications, the knights, at the head of the troops* 
advanced to ftorm the place, and, 
mounting thro’ a Ihower of arrows Aug. 15* 
and ftones, which the befieged let fly 13 10 * 
at the affailants, planted the grand 
mailer’s ftandard on the top of the breach *, 

* Anno Domini 1310, in fsefto aHumptionis beat* Mari*, exer- 
citus Chriftianorum, cum hofpitaiafriis, obtinuerunt civiratem Rho- 
di, qu* eft caput & metropolis totius regionis tc infularum vicinarum. 
Kx ?iu Clcmcntis V. p. 
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and carried the place. They fpared the lives 
of the chriftian inhabitants, and gave them 
their liberty, but the infidels were cut in pieces. 
This is the fum of what the hiftorians of 
that time fay in their fhort account of this expedi- 
tion. The conqueft of the capital was followed 
with the taking of the caftlc of LinduS, which is 
fituate on the eaftern part of the ifland. Near this 
caftle there is a port and two bays, lying to the 
north, one of which is called to this day the bay of 
ferpents. The other fortrefles fhared the fame 
fate, and the whole ifland was, in lefs than four 
years, reduced under the dominion of the hofpi- 
tallers. As an eternal monument of a conqueft fo 
ufeful to Chriftendom, and fo glorious to the or- 
der of St, John, all nations, by common canfent, 
gave the hofpitallers the name of the knights of 
Rhodes : and it is by this name that we (hall for the 
future fpeak of a body of knights that continued to 
make themfelves as ufeful to chriftian princes, as 
they were formidable to the Mahometans. 

'The grand mafter’s flrft care was to repair the 
walls and fortifications of the town of Rhodes, 
which he had ruined during the liege : in the next 
place, he brought all the vefTels of the order into 
the port ; which were fitted out immediately, and 
laden with troops, ammunition, andjjprov-ilions ; the 
grand m after went him felf on board the fleet, aud 
fet fail. Of all the conquefts that the old Rhodians 
had made, or colonies that they had fettled in dif- 
ferent countries, there was nothing left at that time 
under their dominion, but eight or nine ftnall adja- 
cent ifles, or rather clufters of rocks and fliclves, 
which were then called the ifles of the Rhodians. 
•Such were the ifles of Nifara, Lero, Calamo, Epi* 
fcopia, Chalce, Simia, Tilo, and Cos, or Lango. 
To reduce thefe ifles under his obedience, the grand 
m after ha*l only the trouble of appearing before 
them, Nifara, called by the ancients Nifyris was 
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rfiruate in the Archipelago, two leagues from the 
• ifle of Cos, or Lango, and at the fame diflance 
| from the province of Caria. This ifle had in it a 
! town of the fame name, which in ancient times was 
i famous for a temple dedicated to Neptune, for hot 
'.and wholefome baths, and a good port. The grand 
| mailer, in concert with the fupreme council of the 
order, granted this ifle in fief to John and Bonaville 
Affatiers, two brothers, who had fignalized them* 
felves in the conqueft of Rhodes ; and this feoff- 
ment was made on condition, that they.ihould 
build immediately one galley of flxfcore oars, well 
provided with foldiers and ammunition, and be ob- 
liged to go on board it thcmfelves, and repair to 
fueh places as Ihould be appointed by the orders of 
the grand matter. 

That prince patted from thence to the ifle of Lc- 
ro, which is about eighteen Italian miles in circum- 
ference. There are quarries of marble all over it : 
the whole ifle is but a rock or mountain, on the 
higheft part of which there was a caftle to defend 
the entrance of the port from any attempts of the 
cncfairs. Though the ifle of Calamo is larger, and 
at leaft forty miles in compafs, yet it is neither more 
fertile n or rich than Lero ; it is indeed nothing but 
rocks and mountains. The foil appeared fo dry and 
barren to the grand matter, that he was furprifed 
to fee near the port the ruins of a great city, the 
inhabitants whereof could not, in all probability, 
have any way of fubfittence but by commerce. 

The ifles of Epifcopia, Calche, and Tilo, afford- 
ed the .knights as eafy conquefts, but not at all more 
profitable than the former. That of Syma, or Si- 
mla, feeming more important, by reafon of the ex- 
cellence of its wines, and the number of goats that 
are bred there. The children in this ifland were 
brought up to fwim, and dive in the fea, in order 
to fifh at the bottom of the water for fponges, which 
are in great plenty all abput the ifland ; and there 
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was a law among them, »n former times, prohibit- 
ing young men from marriage, till they could dive 
twenty fathom deep in the water, and continue 
there for fome time. This ifle was ftill famous a- 
mong thofe of the Archipelago, for the fkill of its 
carpenters, who built pinks and final! frigates, fo 
light and fwift for failing or roving, that there was 
no vefiel could come near them. It is faid, that 
the grand matter caufed a tower of vaft height to 
be built there, on the top of a mountain, from 
whence they could difcover (hips at a great diftance 
from the fhore, and that he ordered the inhabitants 
when they faw any appear, to fend advice of it to 
Rhodes by their light barks, or give notice by the 
Rated fignals of lighting up fires in the night-time, 
and making a thick fmoke by day. 

Of all thefe iflanjs, if we may give them that 
name. Col, or Lango, famous for the birth of 
Hippocrates and Apelles, was the moft confider- 
able. It is near forty Italian miles in length, and 
about feventy in circumference. 

This ifland has that of Rhodes on the fouth-eatt. 
It is about an hundred miles diftant from Aha Mi- 
nor, or Anatolia, which lies dire&ly eaft of it. It 
has the ifle of Calamus on the weft, and that of 
Scarpanto on the fouth : the foil of it is fertile, 
a id it produces fruits of all forts in great plenty. It 
excells in wines, which, pafs for the moft delicious 
in thofe parts. The grand mafter obferved there a 
little town, called Lango, from the name of the 
ifland, lituate by the fea fide, at the end of a 
great bay, and at the foot of an hill, which termi- 
nates in a plain. The port was at that time large 
and convenient; but fome time fince, ftormy wea- 
ther, and the waves of the fea, have driven in fuch 
a quantity of fand, that the mouth of the port is 
almoft choaked up, and it admits none but little 
vefiels, large fliips and galiies being obliged to ftay 
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in the road adjoining, which is clean, firm, Tandy, 
and proper for anchorage. 

The grand mafter, perceiving the importance of 
the ifle, can fed a plan of a caftle fortified with fe- 
veral fquare towers, to be marked out ; which by 
his vigilance and care, was finifhed in a fhort time, 
and he left a knight to command there. Such as 
fucceeded him in that poft, encouraged commerce 
in the ifland, adorned the town with fine houfes, 
and thefe with an infinite number of marble pillars 
and ftatues : and this ifle became afterwards To 
powerful, under the government of the order, that 
it was looked upon as a fecond Rhodes, and made 
a bailiewick, and an epifcopal lee under the Metro- 
politan of Rhodes. 

The grand mafter having eftabliflied his autho- 
rity, and ordered ail things to his mind in thefe 
iflands, came back to Rhodes in triumph, l ie was 
in hopes of enjoying there, with comfort and tran- 
quillity, the firft fruits of his victory, when he 
found himfelf attacked by a formidable enemy, rai- 
led up againft him by the corfairs, and the other 
Mahometans, who had joined with the Greek inha- 
bitants in defending the ifle of Rhodes againft ihe 
knights. Thefe infidels, after their defeat, and to 
avoid the firft: fury of the vidtorious foldiers, had got 
on board fome barks, and, under the fhelter of the 
night, had landed fafe on the coaft of Lycia, from 
whence they difperfed themfelves into different pla- 
ces, and part of them took refuge in the territories 
of Ottoman, carrying thither their complaints, and 
the hiftory of their calamities. 

Ofinan, or Ottoman # , from whom the Turkifh 
emperors of that denomination are defeended, 
reigned at that time over part of Bithynia, a pro- 
vince of Alia Minor, or Natolia. That prince, ei- 

* Obfervatlens far rongine des Turcs. 1. 3. c. 8, 
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ther out of zeal for his religion, or out of ambi- 
tion, and a defire of aggrandizing himfelf, or it 
may be to prevent fuch bold and enterprifing neigh- 
bours from fettling fo near his dominions, took 
thefe refugees into his protection, and refolved to 
drive the knights out of the ifle of Rhodes before 
they had time to eftablifli their dominions there : 
this we are now going to relate ; but perhaps the 
reader will not be difpleafed to have a more parti- 
cular account of the original, the fortune, the de- 
figns and conquers of a prince and houfe, which, 
from very weak beginnings, has extended itfelf, 
with a wonderful rapidity, into three parts of our 
continent, and laid the foundation of this new em- 
pire almoft at the very time that the knights of St. 
John feized the ifle of Rhodes, as if providence 
had direCled them thither, to ferve as a barrier a- 
gainft Ottoman and his fuccefTors, and ftop the 
progrefs of the Turkifh arms by their valour. 

There are different accounts of the origin of this 
houfe; fome derive it from a Tartar, or Nomadian 
fhepherd, who quitting the care of his flock, ap- 
plied himfelf to arms, fet up for a dueller, and, 
upon vanquifhing, in fingle combat, a Greek troop- 
er, belonging to the army of the emperor John 
Comnenus, received, by way of recompence, from 
Aladin, fultan of Iconium, the town of Ottoman- 
zic, from whence his pofterity have taken their 
name. 

Though the Turks in general are not ufually 
fond of counterfeit genealogies, leaving that illufion 
to the vanity of Chriftians ; yet the princes of this 
houfe, after they were arrived to that grandeur and 
height of power, which made them formidable to 
all their neighbours, did not care to own fo mean 
an original; and, in defeCt of truth, were forced 
to have recourfe, like a great many others* to fable 
*nd romance. They pretended that the Tartar we 
are fpeaking of, was a prince of the illuftrious houfe 
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of the Comneni, and nephew to the emperor John 
Comnenus, who meeting with ill treatment, retired, 
in hopes of revenging himfelf, to- the court of Ala- 
din, turned Mahometan and married the fultan Y 
daughter, who having for her portion the town of 
Ottamanzic, with feveral villages depending upon 
it, their pofterity took their liirname from thence 
down to fultan Ottoman, who diftinguifhing him- 
felf above all his race by his valour, laid the foun- 
dation of the new monarchy of the Turks, and 
left the name of Ottoman to the famous defend- 
ants of that Comnenus, who was nephew to the em- 
peror. 

Thus the romance ; butdnftead of fuch a piece 
of flattery and impofture, take the true hiftory of 
the faff as follows *. It appears from all the wri- 
ters of that time, that the original, of this houfe 
cannot be carried higher than one Soliman, who 
lived A. D. 1214, and in the year 61 1 of the He- 
gira. He was chief of one of thofe tribes of No* 
mades, who, having no particular country of their 
ovm, wandered from place to place, flopping fuc- 
ceftvcly wherever they were fuffered to do fo, and 
where they found good pafture for their flocks. It 
fefaid, that this Tartar, or Turk, being driven out 
ofPerfia with his tribe, was drowned, in attempt- 
ing to fwim crofs the Euphrates on horfeback. 

After his death, Orthogul, or Orthogrul, one 
of his children, became the head and leader of the 
tribe, and applied himfelf, for a place of retreat, 
to Alaedin III. of the Selegeucidian race of Tur- 
comans, and fultan of Iconium: that prince took 
him into his fervice, and afligncd his tribe feme 
lands in Armenia Minor to inhabit. Ottoman, fon 
to Orthogul, by his courage and valour carried his 
hopes and fortune to a higher pitch. His tribe and 
troops increafed confiderably by a great number of * 

••HIMr&dc Mahomet II. par la Guillcticrre. 

Y. z. ad ven.- 
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adventurers that joined him, and drawn by the fame 
of his valour and liberality, were delirous ta fight 
under his banner. He made them brave foldiers, 
and excellent warriors, and the fuccefs of his arms 
kept pace with his courage. Alaedin, charmed 
with his reputation, fent him avert, afabre, a ftand- 
ard, and a pair of kettle drums. It is reported, 
that as often as Ottoman heard the found of that 
warlike mufic, to fhew his refpeft to the fultan, he 
never failed, if he was fitting, to rife up, thereby 
fignifying, as it were, that he was always ready to 
mai ch at his command. But notwithftanding thefe 
exterior marks of zeal and fubmiffion, the lultan, 
who was old and without iflue, grew jealous of him, 
and dreading his courage and ambition, put him 
upon making war againft the Greeks, for fear he 
fliould turn his arms againfi: himfelf, 

Ottoman took whole provinces and confiderablc 
A r> towns from the Greek emperors, 

. . 299. rcnc [ ere( i him fo powerful, 

« e * ir * that he aflumed the title of fultan, 

with the confent of Alaedin himfelf. Others fay, 
that he was not inverted with that fovereign title, 
till after the death of his mafter. 

That prince, the laft of the Selgeucides, being 
dead, his generals, like Alexander the Great’s cap- 
tains, divided his dominions among them. Part of 
Bythinia and Cappadocia, fell to Ottoman. That 
prince knew how to maintain this riling empire, by 
new conquefts, which he gained in Lycia and Carla, 
as well as by the wifdom of his government, and 
the lingular goodnefs of his nature ; a virtue rarely 
to be found in a warlike prince and a conqueror. 
The fame of his affability has been conveyed down 
by tradition among the Turks, and is preferved to 
this day. When their emperors mount the throne, 
amidft the public acclamations, and among the vir- 
tues worthy of a fovereign, they never fail to wifh 
them the goodnefs of Ottoman ; which (hews, that 

they 
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they are heroes, and virruous princes, that found 
md raife empires, and tyrants and effeminate ones • 
that lofe them. 

The prince we are fpeafyng of, being folic i ted by 
the Mahometans, whom the knights had chafed out 
of Rhodes, put his'troops on board a fleet, landed 
in the ifle, and advanced towards the capital, and 
inverted it. The grand m after had fcarce time e- 
nough to repair the walls, but the baftions and for- 
tifications were ftill in a ruinous condition. Expe- 
rience fhewed, on this occaiions, that no place can 
be more fecurely fortified, than by the courage and 
valour of thofe that defend it. The knights flood 
feveral ftorms : the Turks loft abundance of men 
in thefe affaults ; and Ottoman, that was fo fucceli- 
ful in all his enterprifes, mil'carried in this, and was 
obliged to raife the fiege and embark. 

Several hiftorians pretend, that the knights of 
Rhodes owed their deliverance, and the 
prefervation of their late conqueft, to A- 13 10; . 
mee V. called the Great, count of Savoy. 

They fay, that this prince, coming with a mighty 
fleet to their fuccour, landed his troops, advanced 
again/! the enemy, defeated them in battle, and 
forced Ottoman to raife the fiege, and re-imbark. 
Thefe writers add, that Amee, to preferve the me- 
mory of this great event, and l'o glorious a vidtory, . 
took thereupon, for his device, thefe four capitals, 
divided by Hops from one another, F. E. R. T. 
which were afterwards explained by thefe Latin 
words, F&rti/udo ejus Rhenium tenuity meaning, that 
the valour of that prince preierved the town of 
Rhodes ; nay, they would needs have, that Amec, . 
after this battle, ftruck the eagle of Savoy out of : 
bis arms, and took in its ftead the crofs of St, . 
John. 

Though an event fo extraordinary in itfclf, and 
fo honourable for the houfe of Savoy, has been re- 
lated by an infinite number of writers, and is men- - 
F 3 tioned * 
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ticncd too in the hiftorians of the order, yet th< 
ftritt regard we owe to truth, obliges us to declare; 
that we look upon this relation as falfe, falfe both 
in fubftance and in all its circu alliances* 

It is not true, that Amee came into the ifle of 
Rhodes, and made war there, either in 1310, or in 
the years which immediately preceded or followed 
the cfonqueft of it by the knights of St. John. 

Th u prince *, in 1309, was in England, and'pre* 
fent at the ceremony of the coronation of Ed- 
ward II. and the year following, A. D. 1310, in 
September, he wa- at Chamberry, where he enter- 
tained Henry II. count of Luxemburgh, emperor 
eledi, and attended him afterwards in his Italian 
voyage to Rome, whither that prince went to re** 
ceive the imperial crown ; and it is plain from co* 
temporary hiftorians, that he did not ftir from the 
emperor either in that or the following year. 

With regard to the myfterious device, 'upon 
which they found this pretended expedition into 
the ifle of Rhodes, Louis of Savoy, barbn de Vaux,* 
who died in 1 301, ftamped it upon his coin above 
ten years before Ottoman attacked the knights f 
and we ftill fee upon the tomb of Thomas of Savoy, 
father of Amee V. whom we are now fpeaking of, 
the reprefentation of a dog lying at his feet, with a 
collar, about which we read the word Fert, with- 
out any points to disjoin the letters* 

Nor is there any more force »n the proof they 
would draw from the crofs of the order of St. John, 
which they fuppofe was firft borne by Amee in the 
arms of his family. For befidt s, that the princes 
of Piedmont bore the fame crofs long before, we 
find it as high as A D. 1 304, in a feal of Thomas 
of Savoy, fixed to a treaty which he made that ve- 
ry year with Stephen de Coligni, lord of Andelot; 
which fliews clearly, that all that they have invent- 

Guichcron, t. 1. p. 359. 
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ed to explain thefe four myfterious letters, is a mere 
fable, and that the knights of Rhodes owed the firft 
defence of that place to nothing but their own va- 
lour and their arms. 

The grand mafter, as foon as he faw the Turks 
reimbarked. to put the town of Rhodes for the 
future in a good Rate of defence, ftrcngthsned 
the walls with a'good rampart, and added new for- 
tifications to it. After this he applied himfelf with 
great diligence to reftore commerce to its former 
flourifhing Rate, which, before the war, and indeed 
in all ages, had made it one of the moft confider- 
able towns of Afia. His port was free and open 
to all nations : a great number of Chriftians, ef pe- 
nally of the Latins, who, *fter the lofs of the Holy 
Land, had difperfed themfelves in different parts 
of Greece, flocked thither to fettle themfelves, and 
live under the ftandard of St. John, from which 
they had fo often found protection. Out of this 
medley of knights and inhabitants, as well Greeks 
as Latins, a new warlike and trading Rate was form- 
ed, that foon became as potent by its riches as it 
‘was formidable by the courage and valour of its 
uew fovereigns 

The fame of this conqueft, and the news of the 
railing of the liege, pafied foon into the weft. It 
was the fubjeCt of univerfal joy in all the ftates of 
Chriftendom. It was followed with a comparifon 
betweep the two militaiy orders, not at all to the 
advantage of the templars. They faid, that the hot 
pitallers had never (hewn any difpoftiion to give over 
the hopes of driving the infidels fome time or other 
out of the Holy Land ; that they had ftaid in the 
call for this end; and that their late conqueft of an 
ifland fo conlidei-able as that of Rhodes, fccured a 
commodious port for all the crufades : whereas the 
templars, by their precipitate retreat into Europe, to 
their commandries, and by the effeminate and luxu- 
rious lives they led there, feemed to have renounced 

their 
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their profeflion, and left the holy places for ever as 
a prey to the Turks and Sarazens. Thefe difcourfes, 
whifch were not deftitute of truth, with others ftill 
more odious that were privately fpread abroad, de- 
termined the king of France to profecute his defign 
of fuppreffing that order. 

We do not certainly know in what year that 
prince took up this terrible refolution againft the 
templars. It only appears from hiftory, that a ci- 
tizen of Beziers, named Squin de Florian, and a 
templar that had apoftatized from his order, having 
been apprehended for enoi mous crimes, and com- 
mitted to the fame difngfcon, thefe two villains, de- 
ipairing of life, confdTed one another, for want of 
the facrament of penance, *which at that time was 
not adminiftred to criminals going to execution* 
The fame pradtice was in ufe among fuch as travel- 
led by fea, if in a ftorm they found themfelves in 
danger of being loft, and there was no prieft i& 
the £hip. 

Squin having heard the templar’s confeffion, cal- i 
led one of the king’s officers, and told him that he 
was ready to reveal a fecrct to that prince, of luch 
importance, that he would receive more advantage 
from the knowledge of it, than from the conqueft 
of an entire kingdom ; but that he would never 
difeover it to any body but the king himfelf. Other 
hiftorians aferibe this fadt to a templar prior of 
Montfaucon, and to another knight of the fame 
order, called Noffodei. who, for their impieties and 
infamous lives, had been both condemned by the 
grand mafter and council of the order, to be 
mured for life. 

Whatever were the names of thefe villains, Philip 
the Fair; at the inftance of him that defired to fpeak 
with him, and perhaps out of impatience to know 
the fecret which was to procure him fuch immenfc 
riches, fent for him to Paris, fie refolved to hear 
himfelf what' he had to fay, and after promifipg 
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him a full pardon, and even a reward, if he told 
the truth, the criminal, who had drawn up a plan 
of his accufation, charged the whole body of the 
templars with robbery, murder, idolatry, and fo- 
domy. He added, that when a templar was re- 
ceived into the order, tjiey obliged him to re- 
nounce Jefus Chrift, to fpit upon the crofs in token 
of his abhorrence of it ; and that thele knights 
being fecret Mahometans, had, by a vile piece of 
treachery, fold the Holy Land to the fuitans and 
princes of that fe£L More of this nature may be 
feen in the collection of Peter Dupuy, where there 
is a particular detail of aH the abominations and 
obfcenities which this informer charged upon the 
order, and which decency, dots not allow us to men- 
tion here. 

The king gave the pope an account of thefe ac« 
cufations in the interview he had with him at Lyons, 
and prefled him flill more clofely upon the lame 
fubjeCt the year following at Poitiers, where they 
met by concert to treat of this grand affair But 
it does not appear that the pope had as yet. taken 
any method but that of private information. As 
the ambafladors which the king left at the pope’s 
court folicited him continually to condemn this or- 
der, we have a letter of Clement’s to the king, 
dated July 9, in which he declares exprefsly, that if 
the corruption charged upon the templars was as 
general as he pretended, and the whole order was 
to be abolilhed, he would have all their effedls and 
revenues employed for the recovery of the Holy 
Lane, and would not fuffer the Ieaft part thereof 
to be convened to other ufes ; which would make 
one believe, that the pope fufpe&ed the profecu- 
tion carried on againft the templars was levelled as 
much at therr great riches and eftates, as againft the 
irregularity of their manners. 

It appears like\vife that the pope, either on ac- 
count of this affair, or that of Boniface, whofe me- 
mory 
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mory the king infilled he fhould condem, and cen- 
fure him as an impious perfon and a heretic, finding 
himfelf befet with the miniflers of that prince, had 
been defirous of a time to be out of his territories 
and that he even difguifed himfelf to efcape from 
Poitiers, and in A. D. 1306, fet out with fome 
cardinals for Bordeaux# without any other attend- 
ants but fome mules to carry his money. But being 
difcovered on the road by the king’s emiflaries, he 
thought it beft to return back again to Poitiers*. 

Philip, who was warm and impatient, and could 
not bear with the pope’s flow and dilatory way of 
proceeding, gave private orders to apprehend, on 
one and the fame day, the grand mailer, and all the 
- templars that were in Paris, and the feveral provin- 
ces of his kingdom. This order was executed on 
Friday Ott. 13th ; and, at the fame time, all their 
effe&s were feized and fequeftered into the king’s 
hand's f. 

A flep fo extraordinary caufed a general furprife 
all over Chriflendom. borne afcribed it to the fe* 
cret refentment which the king, who was revenge- 
ful in his nature, retained, as they faid, againfl the 
templars, for having declared themlelves in favour 
of Boniface VTI. during the differences between 
him and that pontiff*. It was faid likewife, that they 
had furnifhed the pope with confiderable fums ; and 
to incenfe the king the more, they added, that a 

* Tunc papa Sc cardinales veneiunt Pi&avim, uhi longiorem mo- 
ram, ut jiciiur, quam volu flent feceiunt, Rege Francerum & ejus 
complicibus Sc miniftris illic eos quail de’.inentibns violenter. Nam 
papa, u dicrur, Tub altering f&ione perfon* aliquando tentavn cum 
paucis furam mis tamtn oner tis argento Sc auro praecedentibus, ver- 

Burdegalam proficifei ; Sed a quibufd.m qui pro uge eranr. agni* 
tus, cum rebu quas illuc volcbant transf rre, compulfus eft Pi&avim 
femeare. Prima vita Clementis V. ex Baluftop. 5. 

\ Eod« m anno in Ottobri capti fuerunt omnes templarii unadiein 
toto rtgno Franci*, accufati de baerefi p^flima, unde confifcata 1307 
/unt omnia bona eorura, quae nunc tenet ordo hofp.t. larivrum & ip(i 
in carcere duo detinentur. Secunda vita Clementis V. a&ore Ptolemaeo 
Lucenft or d inis pxsodipacorum. 

templar, 
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templar, treafurer to Philip,* had been fo faithlefs 
to his matter, as to take the king’s own money to 
affift his enemy with it out of the treafury, as may 
befeen in the lixth article of the accufations brought 
againft them, and recited in the great chronicle of 
St. Dennis, in the reign of Philip the Fair. Qu’cux 
reconnurent du trefor du roi a aucuns avoir 
donne, qui au roi avoient fait contrariete, laquelle 
chofe etoit moult domageable au royaume. Mean- 
ing hereby, as Belleforeft fays *, Boniface VIII. a 
mortal enemy to the king, and continually at vari- 
ance with him. 

Other hiftorians, witHfeut going fo far back as the 
king’s difference with Boniface, pretend, that this 
prince, having debafed his coin without lowering 
its value, to carry on the war againft the Flemings, 
the templars, who found their intereft touched by 
it, had been underhand the authors of a fedition 
raifed on that occafion at Paris, or at leaft had fo- 
mented it by fpeaking it too freely againft the per- 
son of the king. The people, who are always peo- 
ple, i. e. always difeontented with the government, 
whatever it be, maintained, that there was no need 
to fcarch for any other motive for the apprehend- 
ing of the templars, than the avarice of that prince 
and his minifters, and their greedinefs to have the 
plunder of the immenfe riches of the order. Upon 
dm occafion they cited the late example of the Jews, 
*ho were tolerated in the kingdom ; but Philip had, 
the year before, caufed them all to be arrefted in one 
day, as he had juft ferved the templars ; and after 
Gripping them of all their effedts, had obliged them 
to depart the kingdom with their families, half 
ftarved and naked, with only a poor pittance for 
them to fubfift on in the road. 

Some warm perfons, called likeways to mind 
^hat had patted in Italy at Anagni, the country and 

• Cofmog. I, 3. Traitc de* teropUe>s, p. 1105. 
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refidence of Boniface VIII. whofe treafure was 
plundered by fome French and Italian adventurers, 
that the king maintained privately beyond the 
mountains, under the command of Nogaret and 
Colonna. They faid the King had put into his 
own pocket the greateft part of this treafure, which 
was the richeft in Chriftendom, either in gold and 
filver, or in diamonds and precious ftones. 

There is ftill in being an anonymous memorial 
of thofe times, which might induce one to fufpett, 
that among the motives fuggefted to that prince, to 
engage him to pufh on the condemnation of the 
templars, there were fome not altogether dif- 
interefted. As the defign of abolishing the order 
was no longer made a fecret in France, after the 
templars were taken up, one of that fet of men j 
who raife their own fortune on the ruin of that of 
others, propofed to King Philip the Fair, to infti- 
tute and found a new order, by the name of the 
royal order, and to obtain a grant from the pope, 
to annex the great revenues of the templars to it ; 
that the knights of Rhodes, and the knights of 
all the other military orders in Chriftendom, Should 
be incorporated into this new order; that they 
ihould be all obliged to take the habit of it, 
and acknowledge the authority of one grand ma- 
tter general, who fhould be named for that pur- 
pofe by the fovereign pontiff. To engage the 
king is this projeft, the author of the memorial 
propofed, that his majefty fhould enter into a 
treaty with all the other fovereigns that aflumed 
the title of kings of Jerufalem, and get that title 
conferred on the king of Cyprus, who had neither , 
wife nor children ; and that this prince, being 
grand matter of the order, fhould take the habit, 
be profefled, and declare Philip, fecond fon to the . 
King of France, his fucceffor in the grand mafter- 
fhip, and the two crowns ; which young prince, by 
this union of two crowns, joined to the iinmenfe 
2 revenues 
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revenues of all the military orders, would become 
one of the moft potent princes of the eaft, The 
bait was like enough to go down with a king that 
had three male children *. 

But be the cafe how it will, with regard to the 
various motives that determined Philip the Fair to 
prefs the condemnation of the templars *, yre leave 
it freely to the reader to decide, whether he afted 
in this grand affair, out of a pure zeal for the pre- 
fervation of religion, as it is affirmed in the bulls 
of Pope Clement V. or whether that prince did 
not proceed with fo much beat againft the tem- 
plars, merely out of the principal of a gainful ven- 
geance, blended with avarice, as was given out by 
foreign writers, prejudiced perhaps, and enemies 
to France. I know not whether we are to afcribe 
die letters of Edward II. King of England, to this 
national jealoufy ; but as foon as that prince heard 
of the imprifonment of the templars in France, he 
wrote immediately to the pope, and moft of the 
European princes, deiiring them to give no credit 
to the calumnies fpread abroad againft thofe 
knights, who are, fays he, reverenced over all Eng- 
land for the purity of their faith, the regularity 
of their lives, and their zeal for the defence of re- 
ligion. 

But notwithftanding this apology, it muft be 
owned, that after the firft age of the inftitution of 
the templars, a worldy fpirit, luxury, and the de- 
licacies and exceffes of the table, had begun to inr 
feft feveral knights 'of that order. The old pro- 
verb of drinking like a templar, which, after fuch 
a diftance of time, is ftill kept up, fhews what a 
character they had upon this article. *Tis true in* 
deed, that the primitive valour and zeal of the old 
templar^ againft the infidels, ftill diftinguilhed 
themfelves in the body of the order ; but in moft 

* Loois. Hutin, Philip the Long, Charles the Fair. 
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of its particular members* there was no longer 
be found diat fpirit of religion, animated .by 
lively faith, which. St. Bernard fo highly extolk 
nor yet that difmtereftednefs and chriftian rnoder 
tion which their predeceflbrs preferved, eveo ; 
the midft of the mod glorious viflories. Tit 
happy age once gone, a haughty deportmen 
which high birth is too apt to infpire, a fiercene 
which their valour gave them, and a certain. 4< 
sninecring fpirit, which great riches never foil t 
produce, made them afterwards pafe for the prout 
eft of men. 

The templars were accufed of ambition, a foci 
paffion, which drew upon them afterwards th$M 
verity, and, if I may venture to fay fo, theunmif 
cifulnefs of moft of the bifhops their judges, wW 
whom both they and the hofpitallers had fornge^j 
great differences, on account of their independent 
and the privileges of their order. 

Thefe prelates,, at tire king's inftance, and affift 
ed by William de Paris, a dotninican, the inqui$ 
tor general and confeflbr to that prince, .called 4 # 
prifoners before them to undergo their jfirft 
ruination ; and the famous William de Nog^ffl 
(o noted for the bpldpefs of his enterprifes agwflfl 
Boniface VI II. had like wife the jnanagement 
this terrible affair. 

The pope was not a little furprifed to hear of th§ 
imprifonment of the grand matter, and t all th^ 
templars in France, aud, he looked .upon the proi 
ceedings of the bilhops-and inejuifitor, as an i®1 
croachment upon his awn anthqrify. Jn the fo’ftj 
heat of his refeptment, he fufpended the powers of 
William de Paris*,- •an/d [ inhibited t the bifhops of 
France from taking apy cognifance of this affairs 
which he referved to himfelf. fie wrote at the fomcJ 
time to the king, to complain of hi? imprifoflk J & 
the members of a religious order, who held, as he 
faid, of no iuperior but thp hply fee ; and told 

. . JiM 
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liim, in a letter written with much fpirit, that he 
had fent the cardinals Berenger de Fredole, and 
Stephen de Sufy, and expelled that he fhould im- 
mediately put both the perfons and effects of the 
templars into their hands, or thofe of the bifhop 
of Prcnefte his nuncio. 

Philip, anfwered him *, that he had not cauft d 
them to be apprehended but upon the previous re - 
queft of the inquifitor, an officer of the court of 
Rome, and appointed by the pope himfclf in his 
kingdom ; that the fufpenfion of the powers of that 
dominican, and of thofe of the bifhops, who, by a 
right effential to their order, were judges in mat- 
ters of do&rine, was very prejudicial to religion; 
that the templars would net* fail to make their ad- ' 
vantage of it, and might upon this occafion Hatter 
themfelves with hopes of finding protection at his 
court He complained, in the next place, of the 
pope’s too gieat dilatorinefs, in feconding him in 
fo juft a profecution, and reprefented to him in 
terms which carried an air of reproach, that God 
abhorred nothing fo much as the lukewarm ; that 
to be flow in punifhing the crimes of the accufed, 
was giving a kind of confent to them ; that inher'd 
of interdicting the bifhops as he had done, the dif- 
charge of the effential functions of their dignity, 
he ought on the contrary to excite their zeal for 
the extirpation of fo corrupt an order; and that 
after all thefe prelates were called, as well as him* 
felf, to fliare in the care of the church of God. 
That prince, jealous of the rights of epifcopacy, 
goes on in thefe words : “ It would be a cruel in- 
“ juftice, moft holy father, to thefe prelates, which 
<c God forbid, to inhibit them the exercife of a 
<f miniftry, which they have received immediately 
11 from him, and deprive them of the right they 
'■ have to defend the faith. Neither have they 

• Hift, del* condemn, dcs t^mpliers par Duruy, p. u. 
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“ merited fo unjuft treatment, nor can they fuffer 
4< it, or we ourfdves wink at it, without violating 
“ the oath we took at our coronation. ’Twould 
be a moft crying fin indeed to throw fuch aeon* 
“ tempt on thofe whom God has fent. For bur 
4< Lord faith, he that defpifeth you, defpifeth me. 
i{ Who then, holy father, continues this prince, 
is the facrikgious wretch, that dares advife you 
** to defpife thefe prelates, or rather Jefus Chrift, 
4< who has fent them ?’’ The king concludes this 
fmart letter with fome maxims and expreflions that 
are ftill feverer. He affirms; that the pope isfubjeft 
to the laws of his predecefiors # ; fo far, adds he, 
that fome have maintained, that the pope may 
be involved, ipfo fa£!o y in a canon or fentence 
pafled on a matter of faith. 

This letter, taken from the royal records of 
France, by Peter Dupuy, fliews us how impatient 
the king was at the leaft delay in this affair. The 
conduct he had obferved, in regard to Pope Boni- 
face, making his fucceflor apprehenfive of drawing 
upon his back a prince, refolute and incapable of 
ever defifting from what he had once taken in 
hand, Clement found himfelf obliged to yield to a 
temper, and relax fomewhat of the formalities of 
law. The affair was accommodated by the endea- 
vours of the two cardinals, and a good harmony 
reftored between the fpiritual and temporal powers. 
It was agreed, that the kingfhould put the perfons 
and effe&s of the templars, into the hands of the 
pope’s nuncio, which was executed immediately, 
tho’ they were ftill guarded by the king’s fubjefts. 

But for form’s fake, and to pleafe the pope, it 
was faid, that they were guarded in his name, and 
in the nanfe of the church. Much the fame me- 
thod was obferved with regard to their effects, and 
the perfons in whofc hands they were depofited. 

• Dupuy. ibid. 
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Every thing indeed was adminiftred in the pope’s 
name, but among the adminiftrators were William 
Pifdoue and Rene ’ourdon, valelfc de chambre to 
the king # ; which (hews plainly, that in this whole 
affair, there was nothing but the ftile and form of 
the fequeft ration changed The king, in return 
for fo flight a fatisfa&i on, required the pope to 
take off* his confeffor’s fufpenfion, and to allo\y 
that dominican ftill to affiff in the profecution and 
trial of the templars. • “ Though this be in con- * 
“ tradition to my own authority/’ fays Clement, 
in one of his bulls f, 44 yet l give the king my word, 

44 fince he will have it fo, that the irtquHkor fhall be 
u fuffered to proceed with the ordinaries; but this ' 
44 upon condition,” adds the pope, 41 that no bi- 
a (hop fhall examine any templars but fuch as. are 
44 private members of the order, and belong to his 
44 own dioccfe ; and that thole knights fhall not be 
41 judged but by metropolitans, and in a council of 
41 each prpvince : and that none of thofe prelates 
44 (hall take cognifance of the general (late of the 
41 whole order, or of what relates to the perfon of 
44 the grand matter, knd principal officers ofth ^or- 
44 der, the examination and judgement whereof 
44 I referve, fays he, to myfelf, and to the holy 
44 fee.” 

The pope and the king being agreed, began in 
concert ro carry on the profecution of the templars. 
The prifohs were crowded with thefe knights, who, 
excepting fuch as pleaded guilty, were all put to 
the moft violent torture. Nothing was to be heard 
but the cries and groans of fuch as had their flelh 
torn off with burning pincers, or were broken and 
difmembered on the rack. A grear number, to a- 
void fuch inhuman tortures, cortfeffed at once all 
that was required of them > but there were alfo a- 
buudance of thofe templars, who, in the midft of 

*Dupuy, p. 15. fDupuy, p. i. 

G 3 the 

Digitized by Google 



78 HISTORY OF THE 

the moft horrible torments, maintained with an in- 
vincible firmnefs and obftinacy, that they were in- 
nocent. The different, and indeed contradi&ory 
manner, in which feveral authors have related thefc 
fa&s, has left pofterity the moft impenetrable piece 
of hiftory that ever fuffered by the malice or negli- 
gence of hiftorians. 

The pope being minded to take cognifance of this 
affair, examined feventy two templars himfelf, who 
confeffed themfelves guilty ; and a knight of the 
order, who was alfo an officer of that pontiff’s, 
owned to him, as he fays, ingcnuoufly all the ini- 
quity he had difeovered among his brethren. The 
pope, after this, ordered the grand mafter, the 
great priors, and the principal commanders of 
France, Gafcogny, Normandy, Aquitain, and Poi- 
top, to be brought before him. “We have or- 
€t dered them, fays he, in one of his bulls, to be 
€i removed to Poitiers, but fome of them being 
4< fick at Chinon in Touraine, fo that they are not 
44 able to travel on hprfeback, or to bear any other 
** method of conveyance whatfoever, we have ap- 
44 pointed the cardinals Btrenge, Stephen, and 
t{ Landulfe, to take their examination.” It is very 
probable, that thofe knights who could not be 
brought to Poitiers on horfcback, or in any other 
manner, were fuch as had been broken oh the 
rack. 

The grand mafter, as it is faid, owned at Poitiers 
moft of the crimes charged upon his order. There 
" are fome hiftorians that fay, he had made the like 
confeffion before at Paris, and in confequence of 
that had even wrote y a circular letter to all his 
knights, exhorting them to imirate him in his con- 
feffion and repentance. The commiffioners of the 
holy fee, at their return from Chinon, delivered 
the verbal procefs or report of this confeffion to the 
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iation of the whole body of the templars, and obtain 
from the pope the utter extinction of the order. 

But while they were taking their meafures for 
this purpofe, and laying the main ftrefs of their 
proceedings upon the confefiions of a great num- 
ber of templars, they were furprized to hear, that 
moftofthofe knights had recanted their confefiions, 
aod declared, they were extorted from them by 
force of torments ; that they openly detefted the 
pardon which the king’s officers tendered them, and 
that they looked upon it as the price of falfehoodand 
the fcandalous recompence of a prevarication that 
was equally prejudicial to their honour and their 
confcience. 

In the mean time, the kings of England, Caftile* 
Arragon, and Sicily, the count of Provence, and 
moft of die princes of Chrillendom, and even the 
archbiihops of Italy, had, at the pope’s inftanccs, 
caufed all the templars in their dominions to he ap- 
prehended. Garrifons at the fame time had been 
put into their commandries, all their eftedls had 
been feized, and continual preparations were ma- 
king m all quarters to carry on the profecution a- 
gainft them. 

i he remplars of Arragon took refuge immediate 
1/ in fome fortreffes which they had built at their 
own expence to defend the country againft the in- 
curfions of the Moors, from whence they wrote to 
the pope in their own j unification* They remon- 
ftrated to him, that their faith was pure, and had 
never fallen under the leaft fufpicion ; that they had 
often fealed the confeffion of it with their blood ; 
that great numbers of their brethren, at this very 
time, when they were fo barbaroufly perfecuted, 
were aftually groaning under a grievous flavery a- 
tnong the Moors, who were daily offering them 
their liberty, if they would but change their rcli- 

? Zurita, 1. 5. c, 73. 
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gion ; fo that, fay they to the fovereign pontiff, the 
templars, who are (laves to the infidels, are expo- 
fed to the moft cruel tortures as being Chriftians; 
and yet, at the fame time, Chriftian pnnees burn 
them as infidels ; that if any of their order had ao 
knowledged the commiflion of Enormous crimes, 
whether they did fo through a feofe of guilt, or on- 
ly to deliver themfelves from the tortures of the 
rack, they deferved to be punifhed either as crimi- 
nals, or as men that were bafe enough to betray 
their confidence, the honour of their order, and 
the facrednefs ot truth : but that a noble order, 
which for two ages had done fuch fervices to the 
church, ought not to fufler for the crimes of 
fome particular members, and the weaknefs or 
prevarication of others., 1 hey add, that their great 
poffefiions were the true caufe of the perfecutions 
they buffered, and befeech the pope, that, in imi- 
tation of his predeceffors, he would vouchfafe to 
honour them with his prote&ion, or that they 
might be allowed t© defend their innocence themr 
felves with the point of their fwords, according to 
Uae cuftom of that time, and the duties of knight- 
hood, againft fuch profligate wretches as fhouid 
defame them. 

It is not known what anfwer the pope made to 
their petition : we only learn from hiftory, that 
James II. who was then upon the throne of Arra- 
gon, belieged them in the caftles whither they were 
retired ; that he made bimfelf mailer of thofe pla- 
ces < that he appropriated them to himfelf, and fent 
the templars into different prifons, where the bi- 
(hops of Valeniia had orders fro n the pope to pro- 
fecute them 

Preparations were made at Paris for carrying on 
the like pr >ceedings againft them. Moft of the 
prifbners were removed thither *; but their recant- 
ing 

# Eodem anao templarii omnes <pii erant in regn: Franc'* mit* 
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inrg the firft confeflion they had made, and afcrib- 
ing it to the violence of the rack, or the fear of tor- 
ture, put the judges to a nonplus. A great con- 
fultation was held on this fubje& 9 and it was long 
debated, whether they fhould take any notice of 
their proteftations. At laft, by a very lingular de- 
cilion, it was refolved to treat all that had recant- 
ed their firft confeflion as heretics relapfed, and as 
perfons that had renounced Jefus Chrift. Purfuant 
to this determination, the grand mafter de Molay 
was brought again before the conamiffioners. They 
afked him, if he had any thing to fay in defence of 
his knights. He replied, that he would freely un- 
dertake their defence, and fhould bejnfinitely plea- 
ftd to maintain the innocence of his order to the face 
of the whole world : but that he was an illiterate 
knight, i.e. he could neither write nor read, as was the 
cafe of moil of the gentry at that time. He defired 
the liberty of having council, though, fays he, 
“ they have not left me four deniers to defray the 
“ cxpence of fuch a profecution.” 

The commifiioners replied, that in a profecution 
for herefy, the accufed were never allowed the be- 
nefit of council, or the afliftance of an advocate; 
that before he undertook this defence he would do 
well to confidcr ferioufly what he was about ; that 
he ought efpecially to remember the confeflion that 
he had made himfelf at Chinon of his own crimes 
and thofe of bis order : and then the confeflion 
was read over to him. Never was aftonifhment e- 
qual to that of the grand mafter. When he heard 
it read, he made the fign of the crofs, and cried 
out, that if the three cardinals, before whom he 
had appeared at Chinon, and who had fubferibed 

tantur Parifius. Multi corura revocant qnod dixerant. Movetur 
qujeftio contra eos, utrum talis revocatio potfet dicet relapfio, & judi- 
catur contra cos quod fic. Unde Parifius comburuntur quinquaginta 
quatuor, ftantibus cis in propofito quod veri Cathoiici client, Ex 
fc^aada vita Clcmemis V. p. 37. 
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his examination, were of any other quality, '?M 
knew well wh it he fhould fay. As the commiffi^ 
ers prefTed him to explain him lei f more openly, 
ing no longer miller of his refentment, he addtSj 
that they deferred the fame punilhment that the£|fr| 
razens and Tartars mftifl on liars and perfons 
ty of forgery, whofe bellies* fays he, they rip 
and cut off their heads *. 

Yet it is plain, from the inftruments and recoi 
of this profecution, that before the meeting of GH 
non, and in hopes of the impunity which the 
and king had proihifed him, he had, on two o 
iions, confefled part of the crimes laid to his char 
But it is probable, that the fecretary or reg' " 
who drew up his confeffion at Chinon, had, to 
prove the charge, and renderhira more crimii 
added feveral aggravating circumftances to it 
haps too he had enlarged his confellion with all 
crimes which were in general imputed to the wb< 
order, and, to conceal the fraud, had not read 
over to him. 

But be that as it will ; the grand mailer, without 
explaining himfelf more diftin&ly upon the fubj$| 
of his confeflion, thought fit only to urge, that ^f 
pope had referved to hiinfelf the cognifance of wjwf 
related to him, and mfifred upon being lent to htufC 
He added, that with regard to his order, he fliouW 
only mention three things in their favour : “ Firftf 
4 ‘ that, except cathedral churches, there was aotj 
<f one in all Chriftendom where diviue fecvice was 
if celebrated with more devotion, or where therfr| 
** Were a greater number of relicks, or richer orna* 
M indents. Secondly, That in all their commandiucs 
M they gave a general a-lms thrice a week. Thirdly* 
“ That there was not any order or nation where 
<l knights and gentlemen expofed their lives more 
u freely for the defence of Chriflianity, than the- 


* Dupny, p. 
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(i templars had always done.” The commiffioners 
told him, that all this was ufelefs without faith. 
But he replied, that the templars believed afiuredly 
all that the catholic church believed, and that it 
was to maintain this holy belief, rhat fuch a num- 
ber of thofe knights had ihed their blood againft 
the Sarazens, the Turks, and the Moors. 

Brother Peter de Bologna, a prieft, and procu- 
rator general of the order, reprefented to the com-^ 
miffioners, that promifes of impunity, and threats 
of torments, had been equally made ufe of to ob- 
tain an acknowledgment of the crimes imputed ta 
his brethren; that they had been told, that their 
order was tacitly given up already to deftruCtion, 
and the pope was to abolifli it folemnly in council. 
The letters patents, with the king’s feai upon them,, 
had been fliewed to feveral priloners, wherein, in: 
cafe of their confeflion, they were promifed life, 
liberty, and a penfion, as long as they lived, and 
that fuch as could not be feduced by thefe promifes 
had been conftrained by violent tortures : that it 
was much lefs furprifing, that frail men, to fare 
themfdves from torments, fhould fpeak according 
to the intention ctf thofe that tormented them, than 
h was to fee fuch numbers of the templars endure 
with conftancy the moft dreadful tortures, rather 
than betray the truth : that many of thefe knights' 
were dead in dungeons, of the tortures they had 
fuffered on the rack, and he defined, that their ex- 
ecutioners atnd jailers might be examined, to give 
aa account of the fentiments wherein they died, 
and declare whether it was not true, that they had 
perlifted to the laft gafp, when men have nothing, 
more to hope for, or fear, in averring their own 
innocence, and that of their order in general. 
Then lie befought the commiffioners to fummon 
before them a templar, called brother Adam de 
Vaiincourt, who had paffed from their order to 
that of the Chartreux,. out of a define of greater 
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perfection, but not being able to fupport the aufte- 
rities of .thefe latter, had petitioned to be again ad- 
mitted into the order of the tertiplars. He added, 
that the luperiors and brethren of that knight had 
looked upon his firft change as apoftafy ; that they j 
had obliged him, before they would receive him, j 
to prefent himfelf at the door of the temple in a 
white flieet ; that after his refuming the habit of 
the order, they had condemned him to eat upon 
the ground for a whole year, to faft upon bread 
and water on Wednefdays and Fridays every week, 
and to undergo the difcipline every Sunday from 
the hands of the prieft that officiated. The procu- ■ 
rator demanded, if it was probable, that this tem- 
plar fhould return to them from the Chatreux, 
and fubmit to a correction and penance fo long and 
auftere, if he had difcovered among his brethren 
of the order all the abominations that had been al- 
ledged to blacken their character ; and infifted to 
be heard with his fuperiors, and the deputies of the 
whole fociety in a full council, in order, faid he, to 
demonltrate our innocence to the face of all Chri- 
ftendom. 

Notwithftanding this defence, they proceeded to 
pafs fenrence. Some were entirely acquitted ; others 
were condemned to a canonical penance, after which 
they were to be fet at liberty. Thefe were fuch as 
adhered to the eonfefiion of their faults, and had, 
to (hew their abhorrence of the order, laid afide the 
habit, and fhaved the long beards which they wore 
in conformity to the cuftom of the eaftern nations* 
The templars, on the contrary, who had revoked 
their firft confeffion, and perlifted in the protefta- 
tions they had made of their innocence, were treat- 
ed with exceflive rigour. Fifty nine of them, a- 
mong whom there was a chaplain of the king's, 
were degraded as relapfed heretics, by the bifliop 
of Paris, and delivered over to the fecular arm. 
They were carried out of the gate of St, Antoine* 
i and 
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and burnt alive at a flow Are. All of them, in the 
midft of the flames, called upon the holy name of 
God, and, what is more furprifing, there was not 
one of thefe fifty nine, that, to favc himfelf from 
lb dreadful an execution, would accept of the par- 
don which their relations and friends offered them 
in the king’s name, provided they would renounce 
their protections. 

There were great numbers of them, in feveral 
other parts of France, that (hewed the fame firm- 
nefs in the midft of the flames : they burnt them, 
but they could never extort from them an acknow- 
ledgment of the crimes laid to their charge. u A 
w thing afionifhing indeed, fays the bifhop of Lo- 
M deve, a cotemporary hiftorian, that all thefe un- 
“ fortunate perfons, who were executed in the moft 
41 terrible manner, gave no other reafon for their 
“ retraction, but the fhame and remorfe they felt, 
u for having, through the violence of the rack, 
11 confefftd crimes of which they pretended to be 
11 innocent V* 

The king, who had the affair of the templars ex- 
ceedingly at heart, as the pope fays of him, and the 
hiftorians of that time agree, repaired to Vienna in 
Dttphiny at the time fixed by the pontiff’s bull, 
and came thither attended by Louis his eldefl fon, 
king of Navarre, in right of his mother, by Philip 
wid Charles, brothers to that young prince, by 
Charles de Valois and Louis count d’Eureux, 
their uncles and the king’s - brothers. That prince 
appeared in this auguft afiembly with a great court ; 
others fay, with a numerous' body of troops, to fhew 
his power, and command refpeft. There were pre- 

• Unum autem mirandum fuit, quod omnes & fingnli eorum con* 
feffionea fuas quas puus»jurati fecerant in judicio retraltarunt, dicen* 
tea fe falfo fuifle conftflos, nulam fuper hoc reddentes caufam aliam 
mil vim awt metum tormentorum quod dc fc tali* faterer.tur. £* 
feconda vita Clementis V. 

t Baluaius in vitis paparum Avenion. 
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fent in the council above three hundred bifhops, 
without reckoning the abbots, priors, and moft fa- 
mous dodfors of Chriftendom. 

The flrft feflion was held the r6th of Ottober, 
A. D. 1311, wherein the pope laid before them the 
three reafons for calling the council : 1 .The affair 
of the templars. 2. The recovery of the Holy Land. 
3. The reformation of manners, and of the difei- 
pline of the church. We fhall confine ourfelf to 
what particularly concerned the templars, and the 
part which the knights of Rhodes came afterwards 
to have in this great affair. 

In the firft place, the pope caufed to be read, in 
full council, the proceedings carried on in feveral 
provinces, againft different knights of the temple; 
and after this was over, he demanded of each of 
the fathers, in hie turn, if they did not think it 
proper to fupprefs an order, wherein they had dif- 
covered fiich crying abufes, and fuch enormous 
crimes *. An Italian prelate, addreffing himfelf to 
the pope, prefled him to abolifh immediately, aiid 
without any formality, an order againft which, he 
faid, above two thoufand witnefles had depofed, in 
various parts of Chriftendom. But all the bifhops 
and archbilhops of the council, and the moft emi- 
nent dodtors, reprefented unanimoufly to the pope, 
that before he fuppreffed an itluftrious order, which, 
from the time of its foundation, had rendered very 
important fervices to Chriftendom, they were of 
opinion, the grand mafter and principal perfons of 
the order, ought to be heard in their own defence, 
as juftice required, and they themfelves ^ad fo ear- 
ueftly requeued in many petitions. 

The hiftorians of that time tell us, that all the 
Italian bifhops but one were of this opinion, a« 
were alfo thofe of Spain, Germany, Denmark, 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; that all jhepre- 


* P. Dupuy# 
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ires of France alfo were of the fame fentiment, 
eitept the archbifhops of Rheims, .Sens, and Koar.-j ; 
fc that, in a council compofcd of abo\e three hun- 
dred bifliops, there were but four that gave their 
Opinion contrary to this motion ; and, if 1 may 
' venture to fay fo, contrary to the firfl principles of 
i natural equity , 

The audience which they infixed on in favour of 
; the accufed, very ipuch perplexed the pope, who 
fiw plainly what would be the confequence of it. 
Whatever authority he was invefted with, he was 
-ftillfenfible that it would be difficult for him to 
tave hearing them upon the various caufes they 
had of exception, or to refnfe the right of being 
confronted with their accufers, and the witncfTes 
tgainft them ; proceedings which would all take up 
t * great deat deal of time, and leave the ifliic of the 
Jrofecution uncertain. 

The affair was fpuo out to the length of fix 
l months, all that time being probably employed in 
conferences, and perhaps in fccret m pollution?, to 
ffcduade the prelates to difpenfe with the ordinary 
forms, in a matter that feemed plain enough alrca- 
*T 9 - At leaft, Alberic de Relate, a celebrated 
kwyer, informs us, that upon the fathers of the 
council maintaining that they could not condemn 
die acculed without heat ing them, the pope cried 
out, that if thev could not give a judicial lenrer.ee 
againft the templars, for want of fuch a formality, 
the plenitude of the papal authority fliould fuppply 

\ Interim autem vocantur preaelati cum cardinalibus ad conferen- 
dwn de templaiiis j l.-guntur a£h ij. forum irter pr&l.itos; & in Inc 
convemunt, requifitia pontile-.* fi^iliatim, ut det temphriis auiienri- 
Vft , five d^fenhoncm. In hac feuiei tia co: cordant omr.es p!«eia?i I- 
Jaliae prseier unum Hifpan.x, Theutoniae, Danias, Anglia, Scotia 8c - 
njbertt s ; item Gailici, prariar tr/s metropolitan..)?, videlicet , Re- 
n'cnlero, SenoncnEm & Rotomagenfem. Hoc autem aftum cf} live 
aftiiatum in principio Decembris. Ex ftcunda vita C cmeutis V. p. - 
43 Autoie Ptob maeoLuccnfi. 

* Lcs meditations de C tmerarius, v. 3 1. 5 . c, 4. . 
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every defeat, and he would condemn them in 
luminary way, rather than offend his dear fon th 
king of France +. 

Accordingly the pope, on the 2 2d of May, i 
the following year, having firft, in a privaj 
1312. confiftory, fecured the cardinals ancf feveri 
bifhops, who, out of complaifancc, cam 
over to this fide of the queftion, held the feconl 
fefiion of the council with great folemnity, an 
therein diflolved and annulled the order of the teal 
plars And though we could not, fays he, in hj 
fentence, give judgment in form of law, we coq 
demn by way of provifion, and by our apoftolics 
authority, referving to ourfeif and the holy churd 
of Rome, the difpofal of the perfons and eflate 
of the templars. 

There was nothing wanting now but the deter 
mination of the council, in regard to the ufe an< 
difpofal of thofe great eftates. The pope, who wa 
apprehenfive that moft princes would, in their owi 
territories, feize upon what lay convenient for them 
reprefented, that tliefe eftates having been confe* 
crated to the defence of the holy places, and th< 
pilgrims that vifited them, they could not put them 
to a better ufe than by giving them to the knight^ 
of Rhodes, who were devoted to thofe holy fun^ 
tions, and had lately given new proofs of their zeal 
and courage, by the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes 

But 

•f- Et H via ju'li in? o r d<> ille deftrui non poftit, fiat tamen via ex* 
pedieniae, nt fcancUlifetu* carus filius nofh-rrex Ga!\i*. 

| Summus pomifex multis praebim cum cardinalibus coram fs in 
pr.vato confiflcria canvocatis, per provifi >nem potius quam condsm-j 
ra i mis viam, ordincm tempia* iorum caffavit, & penitus annullavit. 
Quart a vita dementis V. p. 85. Aat« re qnodam Venero coaetaneo. 

* Priufquam concilium foiveetor, poft habitos tra&tms varios 
de bonis tur.p! arid urn, qj'buj vcl ad quos ufus effent potius appli- 
c»nda, quibui'Jam confcentieptibus, quod nova religio, ad quam ap- 
plicarejatur efiet fundulda, aliis alia dicentibus, tandem providit apo- 
flol.ca Icdes, re^ibus ct ptaslatis aflsaticatibus, eadem in favorera 

Ten* 
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But the partifans of France in lifted loudly on the 
creation of a new order, and uniting the whole or- 
der of John to it. They faid, that fuch an aug- 
mentation of the eftates of thole knights, would 
only ierve to plunge them into the fame irregula- 
rities, which had juft occasioned the condemnation 
of the templars ; and that under colour of taking 
pofleflion of them, they would be immediately dii- 
perled all over t urope, and, it was to be feared, 
would adopt the pride the hau&htinds, the luxu- 
ry and diftolutenels of the templars. 

The pope, who, by this creation of a royal or- 
der and luppreflion of all others, faw they were 
going to withdraw all the military friars in Europe 
ad Alia from under his authority ftrenoullv re- 
nted the propofal ; and, to refuse the realons of 
fuch as were for it, he declared, that he would be 
anfwerable himfelf for reforming the order, both 
in its head and particular members, if fuch a refor- 
mation Ihouid be thought necelfary ; that he would 
not fuffer any knight to continue in the weft, ex- 
cepting fuch as were old and inhrm, and appointed 
to take care of the commandries ; that he wi uld 
cauic an ex\£t valuation to be made of the revenues 
of the ordc^:, that he might the better regulate the 
number of the knights, and the expence to be al- 
lowed for their fubliitence, and thar all the relidue 
Ihouid be employed for the relief of pilgrims, and 
the defence of chriftians lfates; all admirable pro- 
jects, but they were never put in execution. 

The bare promifes of this pontiff * brought moft 
of the fathers of the council over to his opinion.; 
hut the king of France ftemed to come into this 

Ttrr* Sart&se intergnliter ad francs hofpitales de o!vi, ut ad ejuf- 
dtni tenae rtcupua'iont m five 'ubiidiunv poflem effici fo ho c ex 
ipfis : feo ur apparuit proceflu temuoris fadti fu ;t deteriorcs. Con. in. 
Mil. de Nangis, p. 646. 

• Set the inter of Philip »bc Fair to Clement V. dated Au^uft 
* 4 ^ 131*. Dupuy, condemnation dcs temptiers, p. 178 179 

H j propofal 
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propofal with great relu&ance. That prince, who 
was prejudiced againft the hofpitallers, infifted up- 
on the pope’s propofal for a reformation, and that 
proper meafures fhould be immediatly taken for 
that purpofe ; that the grand mafter and all his 
knights fhould be comprehended in it, and that 
they Ihould be obliged to make themfelves for the 
future as agreeable to the body of bifliops as they 
had ever till then been oppofite to them. Which 
may induce us to believe, that their ancient diffe- 
rences with the bifliops of Paleftine were well enough 
known in France. All the eftates of the templars 
were adjudged to the knights of Khodes, ex- 
cept fuch as lay in Spain, which, by a particular 
appointment, were to be applied to the defence of 
the country againft the Moors, who were ftill in 
poffeffion of the kingdom of Granada. 

At length, after the diffolution of the council, 
and in the year following, came on the laft 
1313. adf of this tragedy, in which the fate of the 
grand mafter, and the dignitaries of the 
order, ftiled the great preceptors, or the great com- 
manders, was to be decided. The pope had refer- 
red the cognizance of their cafe to himfelf. and in 
conftderation of their confeflion, had promifed 
them an entire impunity. But at his return from 
the council, whether he had changed his fentiments, 
or was minded not to condemn them himfelf, he 
appointed two cardinals to fit as judges upon them, 
who, by his orders, repaired to Paris, and took 
for their co afleffors there the archbifhop of Sens, 
and fome other prelates of the Gallican church. 
Thefe commiffioners of the pope, ordered the pre- 
vot of Paris to bring before them James de Molay, 
grand mafter of the templars, a dignity, fays M. 
Dupuy, which put him on the level with princes, 
having, in that quality, had the honour of being 
godfather to one ot the king’s children. The fc- 
cond of thefe prifoners was Guy, brother to the 

dauphiA 
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dauphin of Viennois, fovereign prince of Dau- 
phiny. The third was Hugh de Peralde, great 
prior or vifitor of the priory of France ; and the 
fourth was the great prior of Aquitain, who, be- 
fore his imprifonment, had the management of the 
king’s exchequer and revenues. 

It nowhere appears, from the inftniments and 
records of this famous profecution, that thefe pre- 
lates examined or interrogated them anew, or that 
they confronted them with witneffes. And though 
fuch a method of proceeding was according to the 
ordinary forms and courfe of the the law, yet it is 
probable, the commiffioners were refolved to con- 
form themfelves to the conduft which the pope and 
council had obferved before them. They content- 
ed themfelves with the acknowledgment made by 
the prifoners, before the pope and king, of the 
crimes laid to their charge ; and it was upon this 
acknowledgment, purfuant to the intentions of the 
fovereign pontiff, that the judges determined be- 
tween themfelves, to condemn them only to per- 
petual imprifonment, in cafe they hood to their firfi: 
confeffion. But as it was a matter of great eonfe- 
quence to calm the minds of the people, who were 
Ihocked at the vaft number of fires that had been 
lighted up in the feveral provinces of the kingdom, 
and it behoved them above all things to convince 
the people of Paris, that it was with juftice that fo 
many templars had been condemned to be burnt a- 
live, they required of thefe four laft, who were the 
chief among them, to make a public and fincere 
declaration of all the abufes and crimes committed 
in the order, if they had a mind to fave their lives, 
or expected that the pope and the king Ihould keep 
their word with them. For this purpofe, a leaf- 
fold was cre&ed in the court before the cathedral 
church, and the (heriffs men and foldiers brought 
the prisoners upon it. Then one of the legates 
Hood up, and opened the difinal ceremony with a 

difeourfe, 
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difcoui Te, wherein he enlarged upon all the impie- 
ties and abominations, of which, he (aid, the tem- 
plars had been convicted by their own acknowledge- 
ment. And to leave the audience no room to 
doubt, he called updn the i*rand mafter and his 
companions, to ^enew, in the hearing of the peo- 
pie* the confeffion which they had made before the 
pope of their crimes and errors. 

It was in all probability to induce them to make 
this declaration, that on the one hand he allured 
them of a full amnefty, and on the other the exe- 
cutioners, to intimidate theni, eredted a pile of 
wood, as if they were to be burnt the moment that 
they revoked their confeffion. 

The priors of France and Aquitain, either out 
of fincereity or fear, at the fight of fo dreadful a 
punifhment, perfifted in their firft confeffion. But 
when it came to ^ie grand matter’s turn to fpeak, 
that prifoner, fhaking Ins chains, advanced, to their 
great furprife, with a countenance full of refolu- 
tion, to the edge of the fcaftold, and then raffing his 
voice to be the better heard, * 4 It is but juft,” cries 
he *, 44 that in this terrible day, and in the laft mo- 
“ ments of my life, I lay open the iniquity of falfe- 
** hood, and make truth to triumph I declare 
<4 then, in the face of heaven and earth, and 1 own, 
(f though to my eternal lhame and confufion, that I 
“ have committed the greateft of crimes ; but it has 
tf been only in acknowledging thofe that have been 
ft charged with lo much virulence upon an order 
“ which truth obliges 'me now to declare innocent. 
<4 I made the firft declaration they required of me, 
** only to fufpend the exceffive tortures of the rack, 
u and mollify thofe that made me endure them. 
" I am very fenfibie what torments they influft, and 
M what executions they prepare for thole that have 


• Villani, lib, 8. c. 9a, Pap. MafT. in Phil, Pukh f Sabeil. JEne ad, 
9 lib. 7. 

♦ the 
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u the courage to revoke fuch a confefiion; but the 
u horrible fight they offer to my eyes, is not capa- 
ts ble of making me confirm a firft lye by a fecond. 
4< On a condition fo infamous as that, I freely re- 
u nounce life, which is already but too odious to 
me. And what good would it do to me to fpin 
“ out a few miferable days, when I muft owe them 
M only to the blackell of calumnies 

He would have gone on, but was interrupted. 
The brother of the Dauphin of Viennois, who 
came next, fpoke after the fame manner, and with 
the ftrongeft afieverations bore teftimony to the in- 
nocence of his order. The legate, upon this occa- 
fion, did by no means gain the applaufe of the peo- 
ple, but he foon had his revenge. The grand ma- 
iler and his companions were brought down from 
the fcaffold, and the prevot of Paris carried them 
back to the prifon. The kin g, arho was revenge- 
ful in his nature, and looked upon the definition 
of the templars as his own work, being incenfed 
at this recantation of the chiefs of the order, caufed 
them to be burnt alive the fame day with a flow 


• Sunt au&ores non obfeuri, Jacobum Burgundlonem, ordinis 
primip cm, cum product us ad fupplicium, circumtufa inginti mul- 
titudine, duun pyra extruitur, ftaret, propofiu vitae fpe ac impunitate, 
C quae in cuftodia fufius de fe fuifqne eflit, rune quoqut: confefTus, 
veniam publue peterct, hujufmodi verba fecifl:, “ Ego nunc fupre- 
“ mis rebus ends, cum locum mendacio dari nefas fit, ex animo, 
“ vereque fateor me ingens in mcmeofque fcelus conk life, ultim. quo 
“ fupplicia cum fummo cruciatu promeritum, qni in gnii m quorum 
“ minime dscuit, dulcedineque vitae, flagiiia lmj.ia, fdtraque, ad 
** tormenta ementftus fum in o'dintm meum, d~ relitjone Chri* 
* ftiana optime merirum. Nec raihi nunc vi a opus ett pre. aria e; 
u novo fuper vetus mendacio retenta.” 

Exin rcgoimpofitu.il, ac adrooto paulatim piimcribus pedibus, ad 
eiprimemtam fcelerum confetTionem, c tutc quid cm cum reliquo 
corpore d part vitalia feedo nidore torreutur,* ab nuj.is oraiionis con- 
fantia defeivifie, aut mutatae mentis uliatn fignifu airman praebuifle, 
neque ipfum, neque dues cum ipfo fupplici. af'dlos noblifiimos ejus 
ordinis viros, quotum alter diet Dd^hini Allobrog'S frater. Paul. 
Emil, in Philip. Pukb, 
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fire, in a little ifle of the Seine between that prince * 
garden and the convent of the Auguftines. TTi 
grand matter, in the mid ft of that exquifite tor 
ment, (hewed to his latt moment the fame firmncfi 
that he had done in the court of the cathedral, an^ 
expreflfed himfeif in the fame manner. He repeat 
ed his proteftations of the innocence of his order 
but declared, that as to himfeif he delerved to fu£ 
fer, for having a veiled the contrary in the pop< 
and the king’s prefence. Mezeray telk us, that h.< 
had read an account of this affair, in which it ij 
faid, that the grand matter, when he had no othei 
liberty left him but that of fpeech* and was almofl 
ttifled with the ftnoke, cried out aloud, u Clementj 
“ though unrighteous judge and barbarous execu^ 
“ tioner, I fummon thee to appear in forty days 
“ before the judgment-feat of God.” Some wri- 
ters fay, that he funjmonedahe king likewife to 
appear there within a year. Perhaps the death o^ 
that prince and the pope, which happened precife- 
ly within thofe terms, gave occ anon afterwards to 
the ftory of this fummons. The two great prioi* 
of! France and Aquitain, ended their days in pr£ 
fon. But Paulus JEmilius fays, that one of them 
was burnt with the grand matter and the Dau- 
phin of Viennois’s brother ; if fo, it was in all like- 
lihood becaufe he retraced after their example. 

All the people (lied tears at the tragical fpectaclc 
of thefe holy knights ; and feveral devout perfons, 
as Papirius Maffon relates *, gathered up their 
afhes, preferving them afterwards as precious re- 
licks. As for the two wretches that were the au- 
thors of this difmal cataltrophe, they perifhed mi- 
ierably foon after. One was hanged for frefh ! 
crimes, and the other was affaffinated by his ene- 
mies. 

We*do not pretend to draw any inference from 
thefe fads. There is too much variety in the an- 

* Liv. 3. p. 393. 
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cient hiftorians, and too much partiality in the mo- 
dern, to be able to pronounce on either fide with 
certainty. Among the latter, fome complain, that 
the templars were accufed and indi&ed for holding 
a criminal correljpondence with Saladine, whereas, 
fay they, after the battle of Tiberias, that victorious 
prince* cut off the heads of all the templars that he 
had taken prifoners, as may be feen in this hiftory; 
which is hardly confiftent with fuch a pretended 
-cor r e fponde n c e f 

Nor do they find any greater probability in the 
accufation brought againff them, of having fold the 
town of St. John d’Acre to one of Saladine?s fuc- 
cefiors ; fince it is plain from all the cotemporary 
writers, that three hundred templars died in the 
defence of this place ; that their grand mafter, dc 
Beaujeu, was killed on the breach ; and that there 
efcaped out of the maffacre, ^hen tte town was ta- 
ken, only ten of his. knights, who got into a bark, 
and failed to Cyprus. 

As for the fins againft chaftity, and fuch as na- 
ture itfelf abhors, tbefe writers maintain, that no 
ftrefs ought to be laid on their confefiion ; that, 
on the one hand, they yrere offered a general par- 
don, with the promife of life, liberty, and a good 
penfion ; and, on the other, they faw fires kindled 
to burn them ; and that it is no wonder if frail men 
flmnk, and are intimidated at the apprehenfions of 
fo terrible an execution* 

Other hiftorians of different fentiments maintain, 
on the contrary *, that it is impoffible to reflect on 
the courfe of the profecution, the infinite -number 
of witneffes, as well templars as others, the quality 
of the judges, the agreement of the accufation;s 
brought againft thefe knights in all the kingdoml 
of Chriftendom, the quality too of the perfons 
guilty, the teftimony of feveral foreign hiftorians, 

• Rinaldi ad annum 1313. n. 39. 

the 
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the little inclination that the pope had at firft t 
condemn them, and what pafTed in the council < 
Vienne ; that it is impoffible, I fay, to reflect 0 
the nature and number of thefe different circun 
fiances, without being perfuaded of the jufticei 
their condemnation. It is very probable, fays tM 
riana the Jefuit, that they were not all innoceifl 
nor yet all guilty *. This is the judgement of tW 
judicious hiftorian, who obferves, that the punifl 
ment inflicted on them feemed cruel to abundaB 
of people, and that it was fcarce probable, that tlu 
irregularities fhould have infe&ed all the particuli 
of fo large a body, difperfed over all Chriftendoi 
but that the cxtin&ion of fo famous an order, oug 
to ferve for an inftru&ion to others of the fai 
kind, and teach them not to depend fo 'much < 
their riches, as on the practice of thofe virtues tfa 
are fuitable to their profeffion, in order to avo 
falling into the like mirfortunes. 

Though the knights of Rhodes had no hand 
this furpriling revolution, yet fince the univer! 
church, affembled in the council of Vienne, hi 
thought fit to bellow the efiates and effects of t 
templars upon their order, the grand mailer < 
not think he ought to refufe them. For this reafe 
he called a council, to confider what methods wc M 
proper to be ufed, an order to gfet poffeflion m 
them ; and it was rcfolved to fend ample powers n 
fuch of the principal commanders in the weft, m 
were noted for their capacity and prudence, to trea 
with the feveral fovereigns of Europe, about ai 
affair of fuch importance, and which might be as 
tended with great difficulties in the execution. Ffll 
this purpofe, the grand mailer and council dre* 
up a formal inftrument, in the nature of a proctfc 
ration, wherein they declared, that being informed 
of the difpofal, which the pope and the holy coun- 

• Mariana, 1 . 15. c. 10* 
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cil had made of the eftates of the templars in fa- 
tour of the order of St. John, and that it was the 
intention of the church that thefe eftates fhould be 
employed, as well for the convoy and defence of 
pilgrims, as for the recovery of the Holy Land, 
they had, by common confent, chofen brother 
Albert Lallemand de Chateaunoir, grand precep- 
tor, or grand commander, whofe wifdom and ca- 
pacity the order had long experienced, to be procu- 
rator-general and lieutenant of rhe mafterfhip in- 
Europe ; and that the council had thought proper 
to join in commiffion with him, brother Richard de 
Kavelink, draper; brother Philip de Grangana, 
prior of Rome ; brother Leonard de Tibertis, prior 
of Venice, and procurator-general in the court of 
home ; brother Henry de Mainieres ; brother Ar- 
nald de Sobers, and brother Arnald de Chavaneuf, 
both companions or aftiftants of the grand matter; 
brother Durand de la Prevote, preceptor of Mont- 
chalix, and brother Sauveur d’Aurillac ; and that 
the great commander might ufe the attittance of all 
thefe knights, either jointly or feparately, to go and 
take pofleflion of the eftates and effe&s granted to 
the order, to receive them from rhe hands of the 
adminiftrators, and to give a good and fufficient 
difeharge for the fame. 

It was exprefsly mentioned in the fame inftru- 
ment, that the revenues of the order of St. John 
being confiderably diminifhed, and the comman- 
dries for the matt part in a declining condition, 
through the negligence of the preceptors and ftew- 
ards ; upon which account th$re was a neccftity 
for ilpeedy.vifix.uion an*d an exaft reform, as well 
in the priorial houfes as in fuch as dpended upon 
them, the council appointed thefaid brother Lalle- 
mand vHitor, infcprifttor, corrector, reformer, ad- 
mmiftrator and comptroller in ordinary of all the 
houfes lituate on this flde the fea, as Well of the 
ancient commandries of the order of St. John, as 

Vol.II. I of 
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of thofe of the templars, which were to be conf^ir 
ed to them* That the commander iliould require 
an exaft account of the revenues of the order, 
of the ufe to which they had been applied, by the 
preceptors entrufted with them ; that he had ajpn 
thority to profecute all perfons comprehended 
within his commifEon, of wl>at diguity foever ih<y 
were ; to deprive the guilty of their commandvie*;} 
fubftitute others in their ^places that were fOCMSt 
worthy to fill them; remove the knights and (ejp? 
\ing brothers from one houfeto another; and ewc$ 
to fend them to Rhodes if he thought fit* Re wm 
likewife impowered, by the rfiime comniifiicm, \im 
admit into the order perfons of noble birth, arulijfo 
yen yeomen, i. e. knights and ferving brothers* 
cloath them with the habit of the order ; and Jm 
particular, to give the military nirdle to the knighS 
which plainly points out the diftindtion that was ^ 
ways made between the different members, of 
b,ody ; and it were to be wiftied, they had ootft 
confounded fo juff a diftin£tion, by allowing 
ferving brothers to wear die golden crofs, which 
c^an be of no other pfe but to debafe the noblq$ 
branch of this illuftrious, order. 

This, inftrument is dated at RbodesOft. i yth i ^ 
and we fee at the head of the fignatures, that of 
grand matter’?*, who ftiles himfclf brother Fulk de 
Yiilaret, by the Grace of God, and the holy apor, 
iiolic fee* humble matter of the holy houfe andi 
hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, and guardian 
of the poor of Jefus Chrift. And underneath his 
fignature, we find thofe of brother Thierry de 
Lorgne, marfhal; brother Peter de Clermont, vfoe- 
hofpitaller ; brother Richard de Ravelink, draper ; 
brother Rene de Dieu, treafurer ; brother Philip 
de Grangana, prior of Rome ; brother Martin* 
Pierre de Ros, prior of Meflina, and Peter de $t« 
John, preceptor of A<;haia. 

The 
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^The great commander and the other commiffion- 
Ors, in virtue of thefe 'powers, went into France to 
take poffeffion of the cffeffcs and eftates of the tem- 
plars : but they met with great difficulties, fays 
Rainaldi, to get thefe effefts out of the gripping 
bands of fome courtiers that had feized on them. 
^The pope being informed of the various obftaclesio 
the execution of the decree of the council, wrote, 
open that occafion, to Philip the Fair, in the moft 
prefling terms. That prince gave him a dry anfwer, 
tiz. that he had never confented to make over the 
templars efte&s to the hofphallers, but upon bis holi- 
nefs*s promife of endeavouring a neceflary reforma- 
tion of that order, both in its head and particular 
members; befides, that it was but juft they ffiould 
firft reimburfe themfelvcs the neceflary charges of 
the prefecution of that great affair, which he made 
tb amount to the fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds ; an immenfe fum for thofe times *. 

The commiflionersof the order fpent a great deal 
of time, and were at infinite pains before they could 
force the fecular adminiftrators to quit their hold, 
who left no ftone unturned to fecure to themfelvcs 
in property what had been committed to them only 
fa truft. To get the commandries out of the hand$ 
of thofe leeches, they were forced to* give them 
gfeat fums of money ; which, fays St. Antonine, 
drained the fcreafury of the order f. 

King Philip the Fair dying after he had given the 
knights of Rhodes feifin of the eftates of the tern- 

• Oift ad bLjufmodi crnifcnfiim impa'rtiendum una cum praelatis 
tooaiMo oongreg *tij tuenmuf per vos ndu&i, quia fan&iras veftr* 
flifinfoerat Be ordinaverat qued ptr fedem Apoftolicam lie ditftorurti 
hfpualariorum old a regoIaeitJr & reformaretur, t^m in capite quaiti 
in Aembni. Dupuy. p 179. 

f Qp’^ jam fbera* occxrpata a diverfis Dominis faici*, opporttfit 
ill! ds hofpitaH magnum thefaorum exoonerent in da^do re t ».i & 
aliis an? weeupaveraot dicia bona; unde dcpauperaia eft manfio* bofp»«* 
exiftimabat ande opulentam fieri. Ant. p, 3. t. 

I 1 pLars, 
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plarsf, Louis Hutin, his eldeft fon and fucceflor, 
demanded fixty thoufand pounds more than his 
predeceflor had done ; and to'difcharge this fum, 
brother Leonard de Tibertis, one of the commif- 
floners that treated with hint, was forced to con- 
fent, that he fhould keep in his hands two thirds 
of the money of the templars* the ornaments of 
their churches, the furniture and goods of their 
fiou fes, all the profits and revenues of their lands, 
m a word, all their moveable effe&s, till- the day 
that the hofpitallers took poflefiion of their eftates. 
But this prince, and the king his father, were not 
the only perfons that got by this rich plunder ; there 
are fome hiftorians that fay, the pope had a good 
fhareofitj. 

Charles II. king of Naples and Sicily, and count 
of Provence and Forcalquier, a&ed much after the 
fame manner in the dominions which he had in 
France. A great number of templars, who would 
not own the crimes charged upon them, were burnt 
there. As for their eftates, M. Dupuy tells us, 
that the immoveable cffe&s were left to the hofpi- 
tailers * ; but as for the moveable ones and money, 
they were confifcated and fhared between the pope 
and this prince. But it appears that the king of 
Naples deferred, as long as he lived, to put the 
hofpitallers in poflefiion of the caftles fituate in that 
kingdom, and in Sicily. For hiftory has convey- 
ed down to us a letter of Clement’s, wherein he 
exhorts King Piobert, Charles’s fucceflor, to follow 
the example of Philip the Fair, and gave up readi- 
ly the poflefiion of the landed eftates that had for- 
merly belonged to the templars ; whence we maj 
conclude, that Philip had made over thofe in his 
hands to the commiflioners v befpre he died. But 
the difference about the charges was not ended till 

•f* Traite entre les gens du roy et les hofpitallief*. Dupuy, p. 184. 

} M. Dupuy. p 59. 

* Noftridamus hiftuire dc Provence, an, 1307, . ' 
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Ac reign of his fucceflor, as we have obferved be* 
.fore. 

Though the pope, at the inftance of the kings of 
Arragon, Caftiie, Portugal, and Majorca, had by 
his bull excepted all the eftates of the templars with* 
jq the dominions of thofc princes, out of the grant 
made by the council of the pofleffions of that order 
to the hofpitallers ; yet, as he was npprcheniive 
that thefe fovereigns might, upon one pretence or 
other, feize thofc eftates, he ifiued out a new bull, 
excommunicating all perfons of the kingdom of 
Majorco, that did not, within the fpaceof one 
month, deliver up the commandries of the templars 
to the knights of Rhodes. In confequence of this 
bull, and to avoid incurring the ceufures of the 
church, Sanchez James, fovereign of the Raleares, 
put the hofpitallers in poftefiion of all the eftates of 
the templars. But whether the bull was deftgned 
only for this prince, to whom piobably the pope 
had directed it, as being the weakeft, or whether 
the other Spanilh fovereigns did not feem difpofed 
to fubmit to it, the king of Arragon took no notica 
nf it, aud ordered his amb&ftadors to toll the pope, 
that he hoped the ddign of appropriating the eftates 
of the templars to the order of the hofpitallers, 
would not extend to his dominions, which he de- 
fred might be exempted from it ; and that he had 
been obliged For the defence and fecurity of his 
fubjetts, who were continually infefted by the 
Moors, to feize upon feventeen commandries of the 
templars, which were f© tqiany fortrefles, to put 
troops in them for their defence, and to take at the 
fame time into his hands the revenues annexed to 
them, to provide for the fubliftence and pay of 
thofe garriibns. 

Not but the knights of Rhodes were as capable 
of maintaining themfelves in thefe places, and of 
defending the frontiers, as the templars were ; but 
it is plain, from the whole conduit of the Spanilh 

I j princes 
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princfcs in this affair, that the fecret view was to have 
the plunder of the templars to themfelves, without 
any regard to the right of the hofpitallers, and not to 
fuller thofe great eftates to be enjoyed by an order 
that was under a foreign head and grand mafterj 
and pretended likewile to hold under no fuperior 
but the holy fee. 

But be that as it will, after many negotiation* 
and conferences, which laded near five years, a 
treaty was at lead concluded, by the mediation of 
Pope John XXII. fucceffor to Clement V between 
brother Leonard de Tibertis, procurator-general 
of the order, and Vitalis de V illanova, the king of 
Arragon’s minifter, by which the knights of 
Rhodes not onlydefifted from their pretentions to 
the e dates of the templars, fituate in the kingdom 
of Valentia, dependent on the king of Arragoiv 
blit refigned likewife to the pope all the particular 
commandries of their own order in that kingdom^ 
except thefingle commandry which was in the town 
of Valentia, and the cattle called the Torrent, 
which the order of St. John referved to themfelvesi 
All the other commandries, as well thofe of the 
hofpitallers as *he templars, and all the eftates of 
both thefe orders, fituate in the kingdom of Valen- 
tia, were afterwards, at the requeft and in fiances 
of the king of Arragon, granted by the pope to 
the order and knights of Calatrava, who fixed their 
chief feat at Monteza; and, in exchange for this, it 
Was declared by the treaty, that except the feventeen 
fortrefTcs of the templars on the frontiers, which 
the king had feized into his own hands, the knights 
of Rhodes fhould be put in pofleffion of all the other 
commandries and eftates that had belonged to the 
templars, as weli in Arragon as in Catalonia. This 
rendered the knights of t\hodes fo powerful in that 
kingdom and in Catalonia, that the caftellan of Era- 
pofta, being not fufficient for fo vaft a charge, the 
grand mailer and council were obliged, to create 
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jf great prior for that principality. If we recollect 
what has been {aid in the beginning of this work, 
concerning the rights and juft pretcnfions that the 
hofpitallars and templars had to the crown of Arra- 
gon, in cafe of a vacancy for want of lawful heirs, 
we cannot fufficidntlv admire the good policy of 
brother Leonard de Tibertis, who, by this treaty, 
upon the uniting of the rights of both orders in that 
of St. John alone, took care to have them fupport- 
ed by forces lying near enough together, and able 
to make them good whenever an opportunity offer- 
ed. 

As the pope’s defign in difpofing of the templars 
eftates in favour of the hofpitallers did not fuit the 
&cm views of Denys king of Portugal, that piince 
made ufe of an honourable pretext to get the ftart 
of the pontiff. He inftituted a military order, 
which he called the order of Chrift, and 
annexed to it the eftates of the templars in 1318. 
his dominions. After this fettlemcnt, he 
fent ambaffadors to Rome, to demand of pope 
John XXII. a confirmation of this new order of 
knighthood, which the pope granted. 

Ferdinand IV. king of Caftile, did not take fo 
ranch precaution ; and though the templars had 
been declared innocent in a council at Salamanca 
this prince made no fcruple to feize on their e- 
ftates, and annexed to his demefnes confiderable 
cities which had belonged to them, and had been 
granted by the pope to the knights of Rhodes* 

The condudt which the kings of Caftile, Arra- 
gon, and Portugal, have obferVed fince, with regard 
to thefc new military orders, moft of them found- 
ed out of the ruins of that of the templars, fhews, 
that the apprehenfions of the popes Clement V. 
aud Tohn XXII. were not altogether groundlels. 
For the fucceffors of thofe princes found out a way 

• Zurita, 1. 5, c, iwi. 
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afterwards to annex the four grand inafterfhips <rf 
the orders of St. James, Calatrava, and Alcantara, 
and of Chrift, to their own perfons, by the title of 
perpetual adminiftrators, which brought them in 
immenfe revenues. To make the religious knights 
of thefe Spanifh orders fome fort of amends, they 
obtained from die court of Rome, in their favouri 
the liberty of marrying, and of leaving off the re* 
gular habit, which they were obliged to wear, and 
of ufing in its ftead a plain crofs of gold, with co- 
lours agreeable to the ancient colour of their reli- 
gious habits. 

Edward H. king of England, a&ed in a more 
tooble and difinterefted manner with regard to the 
order of St. John. The templars, betides a confi- 
derable commandry which they had in London, 
enjoyed likewife immenfe eftates in ail the counties 
of that kingdom, and the prior of London fat m 
parliament as firft baron of rhe kingdom. Edward, 
being informed that the pope and council had fub- 
ftituted the knights of Rhodes in the room of the 
templars *, ordered his officers, by his writs, the 
originals of which are ftill preferved in the tower of 
London, to deliver up the ppffeflion of their eftates 
to brother Albert de Chateaunojr, or l’AHemand, 
great commander, and firft in the commiftion ap- 
pointed by the grand mafter and council, to re- 
ceive them, in conjunction with brother Leonard 
de Tibertis, prior of Venice, and procurator- 
general of the order at the court of Rome. That 
prince, .by other writs ftill preferved in the Time 
place, commands all iheriffs to aid and affift in the 
execution of his orders, to ule all their authority 
In behalf of the procurators of St John, and to 
•caufe not only the eftates in land, but the fruits 
and corn, the produce thereof, to be delivered 1 0 
them : a proceeding that fttews this prince would 

* Walling, in E4vr, II. p. 9 

take 
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take oo fhare of the fpoils of the templars to him^ 
ftlf to the prejudice of the knights of Rhodes. 

, As for Germany, the hiftorians of that nation re- 
late, that Pope Clement V. having fent the bull of 
abolifhing the order of the templars, to the archbi- 
ftopof Metz to pubiifh it, that prelate fummoncd 
all jiis clergy together, in order to do it with the 
greater folemnity ; and that they were ftrangely 
furprized to fee the waltgraff, or count Sauvage, one 
of the principal of the order, enter into the aflem- 
b!y, attended by twenty other templars, armed 
under their regular habits; and that the arch- 
Whop, either out of a charitable difpofitfon, or a 
natural fenfe of fear, received them very obliging- 
ly. They add, that the archbifhop proceeded lo 
nr, as to invite the count to take a feat in the af- 
fetobly ; that the count, on the other hand, dc- 
dired to him, that he was not come to do vio- 
lence to any body whatfoever ; but that being in- 
formed that he was directed to pubiifh a bull of 
the pope’s againft their order, he infifted, that the 
appeal which they made from that decree to the 
next council, and the fuccefior of Clement, fhould 
bereceived, read?and publiflied. The archbifhop, to 
dude this demand, anfwered, that he would con- 
filer of it ; but the templar's prefled him fo warm- 
ly, that the archbifhop, not thinking it proper to 
deny .men whom he fa w armed, and in a paffion, 
Caufed their appeal to be read publicly. He fent it 
afterwards to the pope, who ordered him to have 
it examined in a council of his province # . Ac- 
cordingly a fynod was called, and after various 
formalities, which w^re there obferved, the temp>- 
lars of that province were declared innocent of the 
crimes charged t upon them. 

Neyertheiefc, as this grand order was at length 

iuChron. aa. p k 2ii, 
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wholly extin£t wt ate not particularly acquainted 
with what became of their eftates in Germany. All 
that appears from the hiftorians of that nation, is r 
that the knights of Rhodes, and the Teutonic 
knights fhared them between themfelves. *fis very 
probable, that thefe two military orders made ah 
terwards, by way of recompence* mutual ex* 
changes of fome of their ancient coteraandries ; for 
the Teutonic knights arc actually in pofleiSon at 
the comtnatrdry of Margat, which the Germans 
tall Mergentheim, and the French. MariendaV 
though it is evident from hiftOry, that the hofpi* 
callers were the founders of it ; feme German hof 
pitallers, after the lofs of the old Margat, fituate 
in Palestine, having built it on the fame model, and 
given it the rami of Margat, or Mergemhehs^ 
which fignifies the houfe of Mary, to pneierve the 
memory of a place, which, after the lofs of Jeru^ 
falcm, was made the chief refiuiedce of the whole, 
order. 


■ ■ .1 »*■■■ ».i>u . 1 1 1 . ^ . 

book v, 

T H E conqueft of the ills of Rhodds, hod thk 
tonfifcatioO Of the. great revenues of the 
templars, raifed the military order of St John tod 
degree of grandeur equal to that of 
Folk: dr many fovercigns in Europe. A* 
VillireT. mong the fevera! Elands oalled SpO* 
rades, this of Rhodes Was the wi&ft 
tonfiderable, both in regard Of tihe fertility of iH 
foil, and of the fafety of its ports and roads, which 
drew commerce and plenty to it from all parts : bfr* 
fides, after the knights became mafedefrof it, gal* 
leys and fhips, well equipped, were fent out, from 
time to time, to give chaee to pirates* ami the 
* Semrius in Chroh. Mogunt. 1. 3. p. 850. 
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^knights that commanded thofe fquadrons enrichetf 
themfeives with the prizes which they took conti- 
Dually from the infidels. 

But thefe different fources of riches, fo advan- 
tageous in a ftate purely fecylar, weakened infen, - 
iibly a religious order* Its temporal power, 
tied to too great a length, was the occafion after-* 
wards of its weaknefs, and the great revenues, e- 
fpecialjy pf particular knights, introduced among 
the youngeft of the order luxury, effeminacy, and 
plea fur es. 

Thefe* military religious, upon the return of 
iheir caravans, and after their cruizing, fpent in 
play, and < often debauchery, what they had act 
quiredJn war, and what they ought, by their pro- 
feffiou, to have put into the common treafury of the 
order. In vain did the old commanders, educated 
in fevere morals, and in an exatt pra&ice of the 
rules of the order, reprefent to them, that the 
templars had been lately ruined by the like con- 
duct : this libertine fet of youths, proud pf the re** 
pumion they daily gained in engagements, fcarcc. 
^ouchfafed to give any attention to that terrible and 
recent example. Thefe youpg untraftablc gentle- 
Oiea Mattered themfeives, that their valour would 
(apply all the virtues of their profeflion ; and 
^hat was ftill more deplorable, the grand matter 
bimfelf fee me d, by his example, 10 authorife fo 
ftrauge a change in the morals of his order. 

VJllaret, blinded with the glory he had lately 
fcquired by his conquefts, was enable to fupporf 
too profperous a fortune; he was eager to enjoy the 
fruit of his labours, and furrounded,' as he always 
Was, with a croud of Batterers, he fpent his days 
in an iinglorious flotk : delicacy * and profufe- 


f Defoiverat a prlftma virtu?c hofpitalariorum cquitum prrnccpi 
captaqqe Rhodo, non ad profercndum Chrifti culium in 
exiolerai mcntera,ied in delieiaa abjeccrat : prxtcritiique info- 

lefcc* 
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nefs prevailed at his table : all th& perils of the fea 
mud be tempted to provide him the moft exqutfite 
dainties, and the moft delicious wines; and to fup- 
ply his luxury and extravagance, he applied to his 
own ufe the revenues of the vacant commandries* 
or elfe,tothe prejudice of the moft ancient knights, 
he gave them away as a recompence to his favour- 
ites,* and the minifters of his pleafures. With re- 
gard to the other knights, he affeCled to render 
himfelf difficult of accefs ; and if he vouchfafed 
them any audience, it was always in a rude and 
haughty manner. The way of remonftrance was 
fhut up to the jufteft complaints, and fcarce a’ 
knight went from his palace, but with a fecret in- 
dignation. ' 

What heightened the difcontent of the whole 
body, was his neglecting to pay die debts of the 
order ; and they complained he let the houfe, the 
head of the order, want fubliftance and necefla- 
ries. In vain did the old commanders reprefent to 
him, that the order was never richer, nor the 
maintenance of the religious more negleCfed; 
the imperious grand rtiaftcr received thefe 
remonft ranees as fo many reproaches; His 
conduct, his manners, and the form he was foC in- 
troducing in the government, were thofe of an ah- 
folute fovereign; and he ieemedto make nodiftinc- 
tion between the knights themfelves, and the inha- 
bitants of the ifllnd, and other fubjeCb of the or- 
der. But he had a great body of gentry to oppolc 
him. Many of the knights, being defeended frotir 
the befl families of Ctififtendom, and brought up 
in republican principles, were ready to fubmit »o 
an authority founded upon laws, but were" inca- 
pable of bearing an odious defpotk power. 

lefeens vi&oriis, intentufquc privaae ret, puhlicas cura^ fpernebat* 
qu.) circa equites, communica o inter fe conii&G, cum oppiimere'ex 
jnlidiis adorti funt. Rainaidi ad aim. 1317. n. 35 - ■ — ■■ 
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The way of private remonftrances not fucceed- 
ingwith a fuperior fo proud and haughty, thofc 
knights, who pretended to have been any way in- 
jured, had recourfe to a regular profecution. The 
grand matter, upon their petition, was fummdncd 
judicially to appear in council, to give an account of 
his adminiftration : he reje£ted the fummons with 
difdain. The malecontents were not at all dil'cou- 
raged at it: they afiembled fecretly together, to 
confiderof the meafures they were to take Brother 
Maurice de Pagnac, under colour of delivering the 
order from a tyrannical fway, was put at their head. 
He was an old commander, pious, exadl in the 
obfervance of his rule, but bitter in his zeal, and 
from his own regularity affimied a fort of right to 
condemn all the knights that were not as devout as 
himfelf. This commander, who was naturally ri- 
gid and inflexible, and befides, bad probably his 
own private views in the revolution he was bring- 
ing about, reprefented to his brother companions, 
that after having had in vain recourfe to petition- 
ing, and the authority of the laws for redrefs, they 
yerc going infallibly to fall under an open tyranny, 
if the/ did not take the bold refolution of arreft- 
ing the grand matter ; that this attempt, daring 
and extraordinary as it might appear, would, if it 
Succeeded, be infallibly approved by the knights, 
even by fuch as were moft indifferent in the cafe ; 
and if they were once matters of his perfon, they 
[night impeach and try him before the council, 
fhis propofal, though violent in its nature, was 
hut the more agreeable to perfons wliofe paflions 
ttere raifed, and whofe refentment ran high ; but 
there were great difficulties in the execution. The 
principal and wife commanders, though difeon- 
tented with the government, had not yet engaged 
in thefe difputes ; and the grand matter, befides 
his houfehold, which was numerous, never ftirred 
abroad without a train of his creatures, and a herd 
Vol.II. K of 
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of flatterers, who, without troubling themfelves ‘ 
about what is right or wrong, always devote them- 
felves to the author and fource of favours. 

The malecontents, to furprize him at a time 
when he had the feweft attendants about him, en- 
deavoured to bribe one of his valets de chambre, 
and offered him a great fum-of money to let them by 
night into his apartment ; but the fervant, faithful t a 
his mtfter, informed him of the propofal that was 
made him ; and to heighten his own zeal an id fide- 
lity, exaggerated the number of the confpirators, 
and the danger he was in of being feized. The 
grand mafter, fearing he could not be fafe in the , 
city, went out, under pretence of hunting, and 
made the beft of his way to the ca file of Lind us, 
of which fie took pofleffion. This caftle is feated 
cn a hill in the eafiern part of the ifland, about 
feven miles from the city of Rhodes. Befides a good 
port, which is at the foot of the caftle, there is on 
the north a large bay, with a clean, hrm, and Tan- 
dy bottom ; and a little farther off there is a place 
called Triaada, or the quarter of Serpents ; below 
which is a very good road, where veflels may ride co- 
vered from the eaft and fouth-eaft winds. Villaret 
being mafter of this caftle, fupplied it with troops 
and proviflons, and at the fame time had gallies in 
the port by his orders always equipped and 
ready to take him on board, if he was too hard 
preffed by his enemies ; and to ftop the proceed- 
ings begun againft him, he notified to the council* 
that he appealed to the holy fee from every thing 
they ftiould enaft in his abfence to the prejudice of 
his perfoo and dignity. 

But his flight, and efpeciaHy the manner in 
which, by his Angle authority, he had feized on a 
jftrong place, and on the gallies belonging to the 
order ; the troops which he had thrown into t be 
place ; thofe which he was adhially levying in the 
ifland ; and the arms and ammunition he was ga- 
thering 1 
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tbering on all (ides ; this fo exafperatcd the minds 
of the knights, that the greateft part of them, even 
fuch as were the moft moderate, and had not de- 
clared themfeives before, joined the malccontcnts. 
Twas like a general confpiracy againft the grand 
matter: they all unanimoufly cried out againll the 
tyrant: and, in fpight of his appeal to the holy fee, 
a majority of the knights aflembling in a rumttlnv- 
ous manner, depofed him, elected Maurice de Pag- 
nac in his dead ; and from this precipitate election 
there arofc an unhappy fchifm in the order. 

The moft dilinterefted knights thought them- 
fclves obliged to notify it to Pope John XXII. fuc- 
cefTor to Clement. They had already prepoffefled that 
pontiff about the ill ufe that Villaret made of the 
revenues of the order, and particularly with regard 
to his negligence in acquitting the principal and in- 
tereft of the money that he had borrowed for the 
enterprife of Rhodes. 

The commanders were the more concerned in 
this negligence, in that the imereft wa^ paid at their 
o^nce, and out of their rxfponfi >ns, which were 
Wfiderabiy enhanced thereby. The pope, before 
he made any determination about fo l’urprifing an 
event, fent Bernard de Mortze prior df Sc Caprair, 
and Bpiolo his chaplain, as his commiflioncrs to 
Rhodes, to receive information of the truth of what 
had pafled in this commotion. 

The inftruftions given to thefe commiflioners 
vere, that as loon as they arrived at hhodes, they 
(hould fulpend the power of the two grand matters, 
and (hould lignify to them die exprels order of the 
holy fee, to appear both of them forthwith at the' 
pope's court ; that they (hould notify immediately 
to all the knights, that in the interim, wbiltt this 
great affair was deciding, the pope, as fuperior pa- 
ramount of the order, named brother Gerard de 
Pins, to govern it. He was an old knight, of the 
language of Provence, of the fame family as the 

K % grand 
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grand mafter Odo de Pins, much efteemed foirliJ 
valour and wifdom ; and not caring to declare him 
felf for either party, was equally refpedfed bj 
both. The pope, in the fame inftruftions, ordefl 
ed the commiffioners to feize the money, jewels] 
and all the effedls of Villaret, to draw up an authcsi 
tic account, and an exaft inventory of them, and 
have it figned by the principal perfons concerned j 
and that, after this previous formality, they fhould 
remit the whole into the treafury of the order, te 
be employed only in paying the bankers of Florence 
and all other perfons who had advanced the money 
neceflary for the conqueft of Rhodes. 

The^two commifiioners arriving in the ifland, 
ecuted the orders given them with great exa&neffij 
They' cited the two pretenders to the court of Avlg-* 
non, and having made the commander de Pins to be 
acknowledged as the lieutenant-general of the graotf 
mafterlhip, they communicated to him a particular 
order given them by the pope in relation to tKe 
grand commandry of the ifle of Cyprus. That 
nefice, by the extent of its territory, its jurifdi&ion* 
and the largenefs of its revenues, was rather a prin- 
cipality than a Ample commandry. The caftle ana! 
town of Coloflus was the chief place of that fdtyg* 
nory, which comprehended v feverai villagas, with 
the caftle and town of Curias, otherways called* 
Epifcopb, which had been formerly the refideneg 
of the ancient kings of the ifle. Villaret, by way 
of acknowledgement for the pains brother Albert* 
l’Allemand de Chateaunoir had taken for recover- 
ing the pofleflions of the templars, had gratified 
hirti with that rich commandry, a dignity after that 
of grand mafter, and the moft confiderable of any 
the order had iu all the eaft. Complaint was made 
to the pope, that the grand mafter had, out of fa- 
vour to the commander TAllemand, taxed it only 
at thirty thoufand befans d’or (a gold coin valued at 
twenty one fols three deniers) refponfion a year, 

whereas 
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whereas all the commanders before had paid fixty 
thoufand, by which we may judge of the revenue 
of that rich commandry. 1 he pope conferred,, 
that the lieutenant de Pins fh uld leave the com- 
mander in poffeffion of that dignity, upon condi- 
tion he would pay to the treaiury of the order the 
fame referred rent of fixty thoufand be fans ; but if 
he made any difficulty of fo doing, he ordered, 
th.it upon his refulal, they Ihould difpofe of the 
commandry to one of theoldeft knights, who would' 
comply with exactly paying the quit rent upon the 
ancient foot. 

In the mean time the two grand mailers* in obe* 
dience to the pope’s orders, fet out for Avignon. 
Yillar«t was received wherever he paffed, and par- 
ticularly by Robert king of Sicily, as ? great cap- 
tain, and with all the good treatment that his repu- 
tation dderved : every one was touched with his 
difgrace; nor was his reception lefs favourable at 
Rome. Pagnac, his rival and competitor, faw 
plainly that the change of place was no way to his 
advantage ; they fpokc of nothing at the pope’s 
Cioutt, but of the valour and conquefts of'Villaret ; 
whereas himlelf was looked upon as a rebel, and a 
ar/ogltader of malecon tents. 

Th? pope * gave them both federal audiences, not" 
only in private, but alfo in the public confiftory. 
The moft famous lawyers of the court of Avignon 
were employed in this great affair. Edward Du- 
pont, an eminent lawyer, pleaded in favour of 
Pagnac’s election s he reprefented, that the knights 
who compofed what they called at Rhodes the Con- 
vent, having, in confequence of the right they had, 
and of the opinion they entertained of the virtue 
ofVillaret, railed that knight to the dignity of 
grand mafter, they thought they had good grounds, 
when they fay him abuie his power, to refume an< 

* John XXII. 
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authority which that lawyer maintained they had only 
committed to him in trufl, and during fuch time as 
he fhould ufe it well. He infilled particularly on 
the power cf the council which had concurred in his 
degradation, and which he would have be regard- 
ed as the reprefentative body of the order, and of 
a general chapter. 

Villaret’s lawyer, after a fine harangue on the 
exploits and conquefls of his client, fo much to the 
glory and advantage of 'he order, and even of all 
ChriflenJom, demanded, if the depofing of him 
was the recompence he ought to expert for them ; 
and if a company of mutineers and rebels could be 
ever authorifed to depofe their chief and fuperior, 
efpecially after he had prevented fo rafh an enter- 
prife, by an appeal to the holy fee. And in an- 
fwer to what Pagnac’s lawyer had advanced about 
the fovt reign authority of the council, as the re- 
prefentative body of the general chapter, he exclaim- 
ed aloud, that the condition of the grand mailers 
would be very unhappy, if burdened as they were, 
wi h the toilfome cares of the government, they 
were to have nothing but the fatigue and inquietudes 
of it, whilft the members of the council, like a fet 
of Ephori, fhould fet up themfelves for rigid judges 
and cenfors of their conduft. Vet let it be confi- 
dered, fays the lawyer, that it is the grand mailers 
themfelves from whom the knights hold the digni- 
ties which give them a feat in council ; and whether 
it be fitting that the fate of chiefs fhould depend 
upon their creatures, and that they fhould be ob- 
liged to tremble before the works of their own 
hands. 

Though thefe reafons in a republican government 
were more pompous than folid, yet the pope, of- 
fended at the little regard that Pagnac’s party had 
fhown to the appeal of Villaret, . inclined fecretly 
to his fide. The cardinals, and particulary the 
courtiers, who never fail to find out the difpolitions 
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of their mafter, blamed openly the precipitation 
with which they had depoled the grand mafter. 
Pagnac faw plainly, through the difcourfes fpread 
on this fubje£fc, that he Ihould never obtain a con- 
firmation of his election. The fear of feeing it va- 
cated, bv a folemn judiciary fentence, and the fad 
idea of falling thereby again under the power of a 
mighty and incenfed enemy, threw him into a deep 
melancholy : he quitted the court and retired to 
Montpelier, where he fell lick, and after languilh- 
ing for fome months, had there a period put to hit 
life and ambition. 

His death delivered the pope from the trouble of 
pronouncing a judicial fentence in fo delicate an af- 
fair. The pontiff, to preferve always a fubordina- 
tion* began with re-eft. iblilhing Viliaret in all the 
functions of his dignity ; but as he had obferved a 
vaft deal of refentment and animofity in the con- 
trary party, before he took off the fulpemion which 
his commiffioners had fignified to the grand mafter, 
it was agreed privately with him, that after he had 
refumed the government of his order, for a certain 
limited time, he Ihould make a relignation, as of 
himlelf, to the holy fee, and be provided with a 
great priory, which he Ihould enjoy with an entire' 
independence on his fucceffor, and even without 
being obliged to contribute to the charges and re- 
fponlions of the order; which, after feveral chan- 
ges of priories and many difficulties, was at laft en- 
tirely finifhed about A. D. 1323. Viliaret, after' 
his abdication, retired to thecaftle of Teiran, which 
belonged to one of his lifters. He died there four 
years afterwards, and in A. I) 1327, his corps was 
interred in the church of great St. John at Mont- 
pelier, in a marble tomb, round which there is an 
inlcription # mentioning his quality, without taking 
notice of his abdication. 

Whilft 

? Aitoq Domini M,CCC. XXVII. die fcilicet prim* Septembm, 

obiit 
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Whilft the order was infefted with thefe divifionSj 
Orcnanes, or UrcharU Gazi, fon and fuccefibr to 
Othoman, thought it a favourable jun&ure to drive 
the knights out of the ifle of Rhodes. This young 
prince, in the life of the fultan his father, had a 
great hand in his conquefts. He was the ableft of 
*his generals, and the moft certain inftrument of his 
victories. The lovereign power to which he arri- 
ved, upon the death of Othoman, ferved only to 
inflame his courage. He was always revolving new 
conquefts in his mind : he pafied all the feafons of 
the year in the field, living with his foldiers in his 
Camp like one of themfelves, and ae if they had 
been his brethren or his children ; and in the great- 
eft dangers he fliewed them a confidence that was 
equally honourable to the prince and his troops* 
His capacity was not at ail inferior to his valour. 
Few fovereigns ever equalled him in the art of fet- 
ting the princes his neighbours at variance. He ne-- 
ver failed to declare himfelf for the weaker fide a- 
gain ft the ftronger, the more ealily tocrufh bothat 
laft. It was by this policy, rather than the valour 
of his troops, that he made himfelf mafter of My- 
fia, Lycaonia, Phrygia, and Caria, out of which he 
drove moll of the petty princes, who had fhared 
with his father Othoman the territories of the laft 
fukan of Iconium of the Sclgeucidian race, their 
mafter and fovereign. 

The nearnefs of the ifle of Rhodes, which ir 
only feparated from Caria by a pretty narrow chan- 
nel, deter* uined"him to attempt the eonqueft of it. 
He thought himfelf fo fure of it, upon the advice 
he had received of the diviiions in the order, that 

ofciit nohiliffimus dominos frater Folquerus de Viliaret*, magi/fer 
tnagni hofpitahs fur*e n^mus farCti Josnnif B .pnftaeH r foiynri;ani, 
csljus anima rcquieieat rn pace, Amen, Die pro me Pater Koiter, 
Ave Maria. 
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he refolded to tranfport thither in perfon a colony 
of Mahometans, Turks, Arabians, or 
Sarazens; and they pretend*, that he 13*1. 
chofe for this purpofe moft of the families - 
which the knights, upon the conqueft of Rhodes, 
had drove out of the ifland ; and who, under the 
protection of the fultan, flattered thcmfelves with 
re-entering into poffefiion, and fettling again in it. 
Orchanes left the old men* the women and chil- 
dren, in the little ifle of Ej^ifcopia*, which he 
made himfelf matter of in his way;, he then 
flood away with his fleet towards Rhodes. They 
relate, that he had no lefs than fourfcoure flutes, 
brigantines, or flat-bottomed veflels of different 
bulk, moft of them laden with land-forces, with 
which he intended to form the fiege of the city of 
Rhodes. 

Gerard de Pins, before mentioned, whom the 
pope had made lieutenant-general of the whole or- 
der, having advice of the defign of this infidel 
prince, and that his great armament was intended 
againft Rhodes, did not think it proper to expedt 
the enemy in the ifland. Unluckily moft of the* 
gillies and veflels of the order were out a cruifing ; 
there were only, four gallies left in the port, with 
fome frigates, flutes, and merchant fhips, but they 
were fortunately joined by fix Genoefe gallies, which 
put into the port of Rhodes, in their return from 
the coafts of Cilicia, and the lefler Armenia, where 
they traded. Ail the knights that were* in the; 
ifland, the foldiers, and even inhabitants, able to* 
bear arms, were put on board this little fleet. The 
commander de Pins mounted on board the admiral, 
and as he was an excellent feaman, getting the 
wind of the Turks, he attacked them boldly. The* 
infidels were fuperior in number of veflels ; they 
had the like advantage in the land forces which 
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they had on board, but they we all foldiers, altoge- 
gether unfit for Tea engagements. The knights; on 
the contrary, inured to that way of fighting, work- 
ed their {hips with fo much {kill, that they funk 
part of the enemy’s. frigates and flat bottomed vef- 
fels, and took a great number of prifoners. Orcha- 
nes was only beaten by fancying himfelf invincible 
through the number and valour of his troops ; but 
he had only tried them upon land, and he found 
enemies at fea, whofe capacity and {kill were fupe- 
rior to all his forces. The general of the order 
having routed their fleet, made a defcent in the iile 
of Epifcopia, where, as we faid before, Orchanes 
bad landed a great number of Turkifh families, 
which he defigned for peopling the ifle of Rhodes, 
The Chriftian general, to cm off this root of war, 
and take from thefe infidel (the old inhabitants of 
Rhodes) all hopes of re-efiabhfliing thcmfelves 
there, put to the fword all that he found in armsy 
* Und the old men, women and children were, by his 
Order, fold for Haves. 

As the grand m.ifterfhip was vacant by the abdi- 
cation of Viliam, the pope conveened, in his pa- 
lace in Avignon, the priors and knights that were 
at his court, or in the provinces near Avignon : and 
when they were arrived, he exhorted them to con- 
cord, and to facrificc their private refentment to the 
general good of the order /v 11 thefe knights (hut 
themfelves up afterwards in a fort of conclave, to 
proceed to the ele&ion of a new giand matter •, 
and after invocation of the Holy Ghoft, and a ma- 
ture deliberation, the choice of the 
Helion affembly fell upon brother Helion de 
BE Vil- Villeneuve, whom the pope favoured 
tENtuvE. openly; and his recommendation, ve- 
ry little different from an order, had 
a great influence in the eledlion, which he confirm- 
ed afterwards by an authentic bull, bearing 
*3*3* date A. D. 1^23. Others pretend, that 

tb»- 
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us confirmation was a meer nomination, derived 
am the Cole authority of the pope. 

The new grand matter was not ungrateful ; and 
) (how his acknowledgment to the pontiff, he fold 
im foxne houfes which the order pofiefied 
1 the city of Cahors, and fome large eftates 1324. 

1 land, in the adjacent parts, which the 
ape, a native of that city, made a purchase of in 
tvour of his family, which he had a mind to raife 
rat of the obfeurity it was buried in. His father, 
vhofe name was Arnaud d’Ofla or Deuffe, was but 
i poor cobler. The merit of his ion, and his ex* 
traordinary knowledge in civil and canon law, rai- 
ted him to the dignity of cardinal. That dignity 
did not make him forget the meannefs of his birth ; 
he lived with the other cardinals as with his ma- 
fters, fober, frugal, and modeft; one could hardly, 
even by his drew, diftinguifh any marks of ^ dig* 
oity, which appeared entirely indifferent to him. 
Such was this cardinal at the death of Clement V. 
The cardinals were two years before they could a- 
&ree on the perfon they would chufe pope. They 
*1 fcrft aflembled at Carpentras ; but the cardinals 
of Attain, tired out with the length of the con* 
dave, got their fervants to fet fire to it, upon which 
they difperfed, and could not afterwards be got to- 
feeler again. Philip, count of Poitiers, brother to 
Louis Hutin king of France, having, by addrefs, 

I *"' 1 under various pretences, drawn twenty three 
hem to Lions, engaged them to fhut themfelvcs 
in a conclave ; but as the factions were ftill as 
m as ever, and they could not agree, they re- 
ed at laft, if we may believe Villani and St. An* 
ine, to refer themfelves by way of compromife to 
foie nomination which cardinal d’Offa would 
he of a pope ; out of a perfuafion that fo good 
aan, fo difinterefted, and one who, in the midft 
all the cabals had always remained neuter, could 
t.but make a good choice. But the candidates 
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and heads of parties were ftrangely furprifed, when 
the cardinal, by virtue of the power they had con- 
ferred upon him to chufe a pope, named himfelf, 
and with a clear, ftrong, and audible voice, pro- 
nounced thefe words, Ego fum papa , 'tis I that am 
pope. Yet, as the compromifc ttas made in all the 
requifite formalities, they were obliged to acknow- 
ledge him, and at the ceremony of his coronation 
he took the name of John XXII. It is thus 
that the hiftorians above recited relate this event, 
though the emperor Louis of Bavaria, his enemy, 
and the partizans of that prince, in the writingi 
which they publiftied afterwards, with fo much vi- 
rulence againft this pontiff, never reproached him 
with this fetch, the refult of fo refined an ambi- % 
tion. 

The grand mafter was too much devoted to this 
pope to quit his court in hafte. He ftaid there, or 
in the neighbourhood, near four years. During 
that time, in order to remedy fome abufes that had 
crept into the order, he called a general chapter at 
Montpelier. It muft be owned, that the grand ma- 
fter Villaret had done much lefs injury to the order 
by his profufenefs, than by the loofenefs he occa- 
fioned in the regular difeipline. Upon annexing 
of the great revenues of the templars to the order 
of St. John, moft of the kn jghts, were inverted with 
command ries. Thefe new commanders, thofe efpeci- 
aliy which abode in Europe, applying thfcmfelves to 
find out the ancient poffeffions of the templars, or 
elfe to make the moft of them, difpenfed with them- 
felves, under favour of the divifions that then reign- 
ed in the order, from refiding at Rhodes, and even 
from paying that 'obedience which they owed to the 
grand mafter and the council. Moft of them at- 
tached themfelves either to the court of Rome or to 
that of their particular fovereigns ; and thefe loofe 
religious courted the prote&ion of fecular princes, 
to make ufe of it as a fuccour and proteftion a- 
i gainft 
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gainft the orders of their lawful fuperiors, and par- 
ticularly to excufe themfcives from redding at 
Rhodes, in the chief houfe of the order, which ap- 
peared to them no better than as a place of baniih- 
ment. 

The chapter faw with grief, that a military order, 
founded and ettablilhed in the Holy Land and in 
theeaft, was difperfed and buried as it were, in dif- 
ferent command ries in Lurope ; and, to draw the 
knights from thence, and bring them back to their 
principal houfe, declared all incapable of any 
dignity of the order, who had not kept an actual 
relidence there for a certain number of years; dur- 
ing which reiidence, they mull likewife have ferved 
in the Wat's, and on board the vcflTls of the order. 
As to the grand erodes, and knights w ho were in- 
setted with the principal dignities of the order, the 
chapter named eight conventual bailiffs who were 
inthat quality to have feat in the council, of which 
the grand matter was the head and preiident, by a 
right infeparably annexed to his dignity. \ et he 
RaA but one voice more than any olher counfellor 
orpfe, as they are called even to this day. By 
nomination, the bailiffs were obliged to refidc 
Rhodes. 

They maintain that this wa9 the chapter in which 
they divided the body of the order into different lan- 
guages or nations, pnd annexed particular dignities 
to each language; and fixed the commandries of 
each nation ; which commandries were likewife dif- 
tributed between the priories whereon they 
depended. It was refolved likewife, that the 1329. 
grand matter fhould every ten years have 
the nomination of two vacant commandries in each 
priory, preferably to the courfe of each language 
which was beginning to be fettled ; and that eve- 
ry prior, after the language was filled up, might 
name once in five years to a vacant comniandiy 
in his priory, provided he had made the necefia- 
Vol.IL L *y 
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ry improvements, and owed nothing to the com- 
mon treafure of the refponfions of his diftriCt ; as 
may be feen in the treat ife of the government of the 
order, which will be published in the laft volume of 
this work. 

The grand mafter, after the conclufion of this 
chapter, prepared to fet out for Rhodes, and was 
come as far as Marfeilles, where he was to embarkj 
when he was detained by a long and dangerous ill- 
nefs, which held him near two years, as we learn 
from a letter of the pope in the fixteenth year of 
his pontificate. In fine, the grand mafter 
1332. having recovered his ftrength, embarked 
with a great number of knights, and arri- 
ved happily at Rhodes about A. D. 1332. 

That ifland, by the divifions rifen in it, and by 
the long ftay that the grand mafters had made in 
France, was much declined in its power and ftrength. 
Moft of the commanders had, under different pre- 
tences, retired to their refpeCtive countries and 
commandries. The want of pay had greatly weak- 
ened the garrifon* of the city, and there were breaches 
in feveral places of the walls. The grand mafter 
was no fooner landed, but he made in perfon an 
exact vifit of all the outworks of the place ; he 
caufed reparations to be made in all places that want- 
ed them, and the city and whole ifland were in- I 
debted to him for a baftion or bulwark which he 
built at his own expence before one of the fuburbs. 
To this precaution he added that of a numerous I 
garrifon, which he maintained conftantly at his own 
expence, befides a great number of knights, which 
his prefence, and yet more his benefactions, drew 
to Rhodes. 

He obferved the fame conduft in refpeft to the 
Hies and other places that depended on Rhodes. 
Commiffioners well qualified for the office vifited 
them by his order, and provided for the fortifying 
of fuch places as might be infulted ; and the grand 

mafter 


Digitized by Google 


I 



KNIGHT S OF MALTA. u$ 

wftcr fern knights, eminent for their valour and 
experience, to command in thefe iflands, who, by 
; fgnals or light barks, gave him notice of whatever 
; ippeared in thofe Teas. The navy of the order, 
wder fo vigilant an head, recovered its ancient re- 
putation ; and betides the fquadrons of the order, 
the principal and richeft commanders fitted out gal- 
lies at their own expence. The corfairs durft ap- 
pear no more ; and the illand of Cyprus, and the 
kffer Armenia, whofe coafts were often infefted 
ky thofe pirates, were freed from them by the pro- 
teftion of the flag of St. John. 

If the chriftian Rates in the neighbourhood of 
Atfe knights derived fuch advantages from their 
ikinity, the inhabitants of Rhodes, and efpeci- 
aliy the poor, felt the more immediate effects 
of the grand maftcr’s care. Under fo wife a go- 
mnment, there was not an unhappy perfon to be 
feen in all the ifles of the order. The poor did not 
want a neceflary fubfiftence The lick were put in 
atage and magnificient hofpital, where all the af- 
fifhnces neceirary, either for the wants of the body 
for thofe of the foul, were abundantly provided 
ibrdttm. The grand matter had re-animated the 
seal of his knights by his own example ; and it may 
be faid, that as long as he lived, he difeharged per- 
fectly well the functions, and juftly merited the title 
of guardian of the poor, which had been annexed 
to his dignity, ever fince the foundation of the or- 
der. 

Twas out of the fame fpirit of charity, and from 
the like and prudential motives, that he forbad all 
the knights, on pain of degradation, to offer to 
fight the ferpent or crocodile, a fort of amphibious 
animal, which lived and fed in the marflies, and 
on the tides of the rivers. This crocodile was of 
a monftrous fize, did a vaft deal of mifchief in 
the iflarid, and had even devoured fome of the in- 
habitants. For the underftanding fo extraordinary 
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an incident, which fome authors have treated as fa 
baious, we (ball barely relate what hiftory acquaint 
us with on that fubjeft, and leave the reader t« 
judge of fo extraordinary an event, according ti 
hh underftanding, and the probability he may fin< 
in our narration. 

The haunt of this furious animal we are fpeakiaj 
of, was in a cavern feated on the edge of a marfh 8 
the foot of mount ht. Stephen, two miles from thi 
city. He went often out to fcek his prey. Heea 
fheep, cows, and fometimes horfes, when the] 
came near the water and edge of the marfh. The; 
complained likewife that he "had .devoured fonn 
young fhepherds that were keeping their flocks 
Several of this braveft knights of the convent, » 
different times, and unknown to each other, went 
fingly out of the city in order to kill him, but none 
of them ever came back. As the ufe of fire ann< 
was not then invented, and the lkin of this kind of 
monffer was covered with feales that were proof 
againft the keeneft arrows and darts, their arms, if 
we may fo fpeak, not being equal, the ferpent Ibbiij 
difpatched them. This was the motive which engaged 
the grand mafter to forbid the knights attempting 
any more an enterprife that feemed above all human 
ffrength. 

They all obeyed him, except one knight of the 
language of Provence, named Dieu-donne de Go* 
zon, who, in beach of this prohibition, and with- 
out being daunted at the fate of his brother com* 
panions, formed fecretly the defign of fighting 
this voracious bead, refolving to perifli in it, of 
deliver the ifle of Rhodes. This refolution is ge- 
nerally aferibed to the intrepid courage of the 
knight ; though others pretend, that he was lihe-i 
wife pufhed on to it by the flinging inve&ives with 
which his courage had been infulted at' Rhodes,' 
becaufe having gone feveral times out of the city to 
fight the ferpentjhe had contented him felf with ta- 
king 
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king a view of him at a diftance, and had thereby 
employed his prudence more than his valour. 

Whatever were the motives that determined the 
knight to try this adventure, he, to begin the exe- 
cution of his projett, went into France, and retir- 
ed to the caftie of Gozon, which is ftill Handing in 
the province of Languedoc ; and having obferved 
that the ferpent he had a mind to attack had no 
feales under the belly, he formed the plan of his 
enterprife upon that obfervation. 

He caufed a figure of this monftrous bcaft to be 
midein wood or paftboard, according to the idea 
he had preferred of it, and took particular care to 
nutate the colour of it. . He afterwards taught two 
jwmg bull-dogs to run when he cried out, and 
throw themfelves under the belly of that terrible 
creature, whilft himfclf mounted on horfeback, . 
dad in armour, with his lance in his hand, pre- 
tended at the fame time to ftrike at it in feveral" 
places. The knight fpent feveral months ufing 
this excrcife every day, and as foon as he found 
his dogs perfect in this way of fighting, be returned 
Wu>des. He was icarce arrived in the illand, 
When, without communicating his defign to any 
fody whatfoever, he made his arms be carried pri- 
vately near a church fituated on the top of the 
mountain of St* Stephen, where he came attended 
unly by two fervants. whom he had brought from ■ 
France. He went into the church, and after re* 
commending himfelf to God, took his arms, . 
mounted on horfeback, and ordered his fervants, 
if he perifhed in the combat, to return to France ; 
bait to come up to him, if they perceived he had 
cither killed the ferpent, or was wounded himfelf. 
He then went down the mountain with his two * 
dogs, advanced ftraight to the marfh, and the 
haunt of the ferpent, who, at the noife that he 
made, ran with open mouth and eyes darting fire 
to devour him, Gozon gave it a ftroke with his 
L 3 lance, * 
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lance, which the thicknefs and hardnefs of Its 
fcales made of no eftettt. He was preparing to re- 
double his ftroke, when his, horfe, frighted with 
the hiding and fmell of the ferpent, refufes to ad- 
vance, retires back and leaps aflde, and would have 
been the occafion of his matter’s dettrutttion, if 
he, with great prefenceof mind, had not thrown 
himfelf off. L hen taking his fword in his hand, 
and attended by his two faithful dogs, he imme- 
diately comes up to the horrible beatt, and gives 
him feveral ttrokes in different places ; bur* the 
hardnefs of the fcales hindered them from entering, 
and the furious animal, with a ftroke of his tail, 
threw him on the ground, and would infallibly 
have devoured him, if his two dogs, according as 
they had been taught, had not feized the ferpent by 
the belly, which they tore and mangled with their 
teeth without his being able, though he ftruggled 
with all his ftrength to force them to quit their 
hold. • 

The knight, by the help of this fuccour, gets up, 
and joining his two dogs, thrufts his fword up 
3342. to the hilt, in a place that was not defended 
by fcales : he there made a large wound, 
from whence a deluge of blood flowed out* The 
monfter wounded to death, tumbles on the knight 
and beats him down a fecond time, and would have 
Rifled him by the pi odigious weight and bulk of 
its body, if the two fervants who had been fpe&a- 
tors of the. combat had not, feeing the ferpent 
dead, run into the relief of, their matter. They 
found him in a fwoon, and for fome time thought 
him dead ; but having, with great difficulty, drawn 
him from under the ferpent, to give him room to 
breathe, in cafe he was yet alive, they next took 
off his helmet, and after throwing a little w t «ter 
xipon his face he at laft opened his eyes. The firft 
fpeCtacle, and the moft agreeable one that could 
efler itfelf to his, light, was that of feeing his ene- 
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my flam, which was attended with the fatisfafHon 
of having fucceeded in fo difficult an enterprife, in 
which many of his brotlier companions had loft 
their lives- 

No fooner was the fame of his vidlory and the 
ferpent’s death proclaimed in the city, but a crowd 
of inhabitants thronged out to meet him. The 
knights conduced him in triumph to the grand 
matter’s palace ; but in the midft of their acclama- 
tions the conqueror was infinitely furprifed, when 
the grand mafter, looking upon him with indigna- 
tion. demanded of him, if he did not know the 
orders he had given againft attacking that danger- 
ootbeaft, and if he thought they might be violated 
with impunity. Immediately this ftridl obfcrver of 
discipline, without vouchfafing to hear him. or 
being moved in the leaft by the intcrceflions of the 
knights, lent him directly to prifon. He next con- 
vened the council, where he reprcfented, that the 
Older could by no means difpenfe with inflating a 
a rigorous punilhment on fo notorious a diiobedi- 
ence, that was more prejudicial to difeipline, than 
the life of feveral ferpents would have been to the 
cattle and inhabitants of that quarter of the ifiand ; 
sod like another Manlius, he declared his opinion 
was that the viftory fhould be made faiai to the 
conqueror. But the council prevailed, that he 
ftould only be deprived of the habit of the order ; 
in fhort, the unfortunate knight was ignomini- 
oufly degraded, and there was but afho t interval 
between his vidtory and this kind of punilhment, 
which he found more cruel and fevere than death 
itfelf. 

But the grand mafter, after having by this chaf- 
tifement performed the obligations due to the pre- 
fervation of diicipiine. returned to his natural tem- 
per, which was full of fweemeft and good nature : 
he was plealed to be paciued, and managed things 
in fuch a manner as to make them intreat him to 
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grant a pardon, which he would have folHcii 
himfelf if he had not been at the head of the < 
der. At the preffing inftances made him by t 
principal commanders, he reftored him to the 1 
bit and his favour, and loaded him with kindnefic 
all this was not to be compared to the unfeign 
praifes of the people, who difpofe abfolutely 
glory ; whilft princes, how potent foever they i 
can only have the dilpofal of the honours and di 
laities of the ftate. 

They fet up the head of the ferpent or croe 
dile over one of the gates of the city, as a morn 
ment of Gozon’s viflory. Thevcnot * in the rd 
tion of his travels^ fays, that it was there in 4 
time, or at leaft the effigies of it ; that he hinifi 
had feen it there *, that it was much bigger m 
larger than that of an horfe, its mouth reackic 
from ear to ear, big teeth, large eyes, the holes < 
the noftrils round, and the fkin of a whitifh gt«] 
©ccalioned perhaps by the dull which it gathen 
in courfe of time. 

We fhall be lefs furprifed at fo extraordinary a 
incident, if we refled:, that the ifle of Rhodes ifl 
antiently called Opiiiufa, from the Greek wow 
tpts, which fignies a lerpent, from the great nan 
ber of thofe reptiles which infefted that ifland. Hy 
ginus a Greek hiftorian relates upon the teitimofM 
©fPolyzelusa Rhodian, that a Thefialian, fon ©3 
Triopas, or of Lapithas according to Diodonu 
Siculus, having been thrown by a norm upon dw 
coaft of Rhodes, happily exterminated thofe ma 
chievous animals; that Phorbas among the . ref! 
killed one of them of a prodigious bignefs, whicn 
devoured the inhabitants. The learned Bocharl 
pretends, that the Phoenicians called this ifland by 
the name of Gefirath-Rod, i e. the ifle of Ser- 
pents ; Gefirath, according to that author, being Sj 

-• Edition de 1637* 
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term common to the Phoenicians, Syrians, Ara- 
bians, and Chaldeans, for fignifying an ifland, and 
Rod in the Phoenician tongue, iignifying a ferpent ; 
fo that joining thefe two words together, they form- 
ed that of Gelirath Rod, whence the Greeks after- 
wards made that of Rhodes, which the ifle has pre- 
ferved to this day. But without dwelling upon a 
point of antiquity fo very remote from us, perhaps 
fuch as have criticifed upon this paflage of the mo- 
dern hiftory ot the ifle of Rhodes, have not conli- 
dered a like event that happened in Africa, whilft 
Atilius Regulus commanded the Roman army there, 
and was making war againft the Carthaginians; 
and I do not think it foreign touny fubjetft, to give 
an exadt relation of what the hiftorians of that na- 
tion tell us of a ferpent ftill more monftruous and 
terrible than that killed by the knight de Gozom. 

The Roman army, fay thefe writers, was en- 
camped in Africa near the river Bagradas. I he 
foldiers going to the water were attacked and de- 
voured by a ferpent which hindered them from co- 
ming near it. He had fw alio wed up feveral with 
his dreadful mouth ; others were killed with the 
Jaflies of his tail, and feveral died merely by the 
iflfc&ion of his breath. In a word, he gave fo 
much trouble to Regulus. that that general was 
obliged to employ his legions againft the monfter, 
to try which ftiould be mailer of the river. But as 
the ferpent, by reafon of the haidnefs of Iris leales, 
was impenetrable to all the javelins of the loldiers, 
they had recourfe to their military engines ; they 
beileged him as they would have done a tui trefs ; 
they hurled ftones and -flints againft him at a di- 
ftance ; at Taft, after abundance of fatigue and 
fweat, a ftone of extraordinary lize, thrown from 
the ftrongeft machine, ftruckhim by good fortune, 
broke his back bone, and killed the terrible mon- 
fter. 

Regulus, as great a general as he was, fay thefe 
hiftorians, did not think the fkin of this monlirous 
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animal unworthy of beitig fent to Rome : it was a 
hundred foot long, and they hung it up in a 
temple, as a monument' of his victory, and it re* 
mained there till the Numantine war. Thus it is 
that Floras, Valerius Maximus, Orofius, Aulus 
Gellius and Zonaras relate this matter. 

I do not maintain that there has been no exagge* 
ration in the length of the African ferpent, nor af- 
fert every thing that is told of the monftruous bulk 
of the crocodile of Rhodes ; but what appears cer- 
tain from the hittorians of that time, from tradi- 
tion, and even from inferiptions and authentic mo- 
noments, is, that Gozon killed a terrible animal, 
and by that action acquired a great reputation, efpe- 
cially with the people of Rhodes, who looked upon 
him as their deliverer. 

The grand matter, to make fome amends for 
the mortification he had given him, conferred rich 
commandries upon him : he took him afterwards 
to be near his perfon, and finding a prudence in 
him equal to his bravery, he made him at laft hif 
lieutenant-general in the government of the iflandj 
from an opinion he had that fo valiant and refolate 
a knight, who had expofed his life fo generoullf 
for the fafety of the inhabitants of the ifle, would, 
in cafe of war or furprife, defend them better than 
any body elfe againft all the attempts of the infidels. 

Thofe barbarians, informed of the forces and 
vigilance of the grand matter and difeouraged by 
the ill fuccefs of their arms, left off* their ufual ro- 
ving and pillaging for a time. Rhodes and the o- 
ther ifles of the ordeF enjoyed a profound peace 
for feveral years. This fecurity proved in the end 
prejudicial to the order; they fitted out fewer vef- 
fels ; their fea-affairs were neglected ; moft of the 
knights, finding no employment for their arms, re- 
turned into their own country ; and feveral com- 
manders, thofe efpecialiy of the kingdoms of the 
north, under pretence of this apparent calm, ne- 
glected to pay their refponfions. This difobediencc 
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arofe from the expence thefe commanders made in 
their provinces. Moft of them kept little corre- 
fpondence with the chief houfe of the order : they 
feemed to look upon themfelves as proprietors of 
their commandries, and inftead of the novices and 
private knights which every commander was obli- 
ged to maintain in his houfe, and educate in the 
fpii it of the order, nothing was feen but a worth- 
lels crowd of valets and hunting equipages. The 
relations too of the greateft part or thefe com- 
manders often confumed the bread of the poor, and 
the revenues appointed for the defence of the chri- 
ftian dominions. 

The people who ufed to fee their predecefibrs live 
like true religious, were foon fcandaiized at a life fo 
entirely fecular. Some good men complained of 
it to Pope Benedict XT. who had lately fucceeded 
John XX II. They reprefented to him, that the 
hofpitallers, by inheriting the immenfe revenues of 
the templars, had like them fallen into luitury, and 
been infe&ed with the dangerous and contagious 
corruptions that arife from great riches ; that whilft 
the templars fubfifted, the emulation between thefe 
two military orders engaged them both to vie with 
one another in armaments and enterprifes always 
ufeful to Chriftianity ; but that fince the extin&ion 
of that order, the commanders of the order of ho- 
fpitallers, whofe thoughts were taken up with their 
pleafures, feemed to ihun danger, and neglefted 
the convoy and defence of the pilgrims that went 
out of devotion to the Holy Land. Some fecret 
enemies of the hofpitallers, or rather fome 
greedy courtiers, fuch as are always grafping at 
other people’s fubftance, and bent upon enrich- 
ing themfelves, propofed to the pope, to refume 
the eftates of the templars, out of the hands 
of the hofpitallers; others lefs fclf-interefted 
were of opinion, that they fhould be employed 
in the foundation of a new military order. Thfc 
pope, without entering into thefe different projedls, 

to 


Digitized by Google 



I 3 2 history of the 

to re-animate the courage of thehofpitallers, defign- 
ed to bring them into a league he was forming a- 
gain ft the Turks, who were growing every day 
more formidable ; but his death, which happened 
a little time afterwards, prevented the execution of 
his project 

Some African corfairs having, at the fame time, 
made defcents upon the coafts of the ifles of Cy- 
prus and Candia, and ravaged thofe of the Archi- 
pelago, which were lels able to make a defence, fur- 
nifhed occafion for new complaints againft the hof- 
pitallers. They reprefented to Clement VI fuccef- 
for to Benedidt XI i. that the Chriftians of the Le- 
vant were abandoned as a prey to the inlidels, whilft 
moft of the knights being retired in the weft, ei- 
ther upon their commandries, or at the courts of 
chriftian princes, were taken up with nothing but 
their pleaftires, or the care of amafling wealth; 
and that the grand mafter and the knights that con- 
tinued with him at Rhodes, feCured from the in- 
fults of the barbarians by the fortifications of the 
place, lived in an utter indifference of what paffed 
at fea. What gave weight to thefc complaints and 
murmurs of the public, was, that fome chaplains, 
religious of the order, and fome of its efquires or 
ferving brothers, had fent fecret memorials to the 
court of Avignon againft the grand mafter and the 
knights, complaining, that in midft of the luxury and 
effeminacy whereifi they lived, they were not a- 
fhamed to let them want cloaths, and the neceffary 
fuftenance of life. The pope, teazed with thefc 
complaints, wrote about them to the grand mafter 
in {harp and reproachful terms. 

u We are informed, fays the pontiff to him, by 
<c perfons of merit and diftindlion, that it is the 
<c common fentiment of thfc clergy, and indeed of 
(c all the chriftian world, that you and your bro- 
ther companions fcarce make any good ufe of 
the immenfe eftates you poffefs, as well on this 
“ fide as beyond the fea. Thofe who have the ad- 
2 “ piiniftratioB 
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" miniftration of them ride, fay they, fine horfcs, 
,c make good cheer, are richly drefTcd, are ferved in 
<{ gold and fil ver, keep abundance of dogs and hawks 
* ( for hunting and game, lay lip great treafurcs, 
u give little alms, and neglect the defence of the 
u Chriftians, efpecially of thofe beyond fea. For 
“ this reafon it has been under con li deration, whe- 
** ther it would not be proper for the holy fee to 
u inftitute a new military order, and endow it with 
u part of your revenues, in order to rarfe and keep 
u up a laudable emulation between the two orders, 
11 as there was formerly between you and the tem- 
plars : this however we have not yet thought fit 
11 to put in execution, out of the juft confidence 
4t we have that you will immediately reftore the 
“ ancient difcipline, and make a general rcforma- 
“ tion of nianneis in your order.” 

The pope in the fame letter adds, that he had 
advice, the Turks were making great jweparations 
for the con que ft of all Romania. It is not clear, 
whether by that term he meant only the province 
which bears that name, or whether, according to 
the Turkifh and Arabian ufe of the expreflion, he 
comprehended under that name all the ftates which 
compofed at that time what they called in the eaft 
the Roman empire ; an enterprise, fays the pontiff, 
which would draw along with it the utter ruin of 
the thrift ian religion. The pope added farther, 
that in order to prevent fo terrible a calamity, he 
had formed a plan of a naval armament, compofed 
of the gallies of feveral princes, that fhould keep 
the fea, and might join and aft in concert, either 
to hinder the defeent of the barbarians, or to carry 
faccours to fuch places as fhould be attacked ; that 
the king of Cyprus had agreed to furnifh for his 
quota four gallies, and the republic of Venice five ; 
that he ordered the knights of Rhodes to put fix to 
fea, and the holy fee would maintain four. Tho* 
** fays the pontiff, we have had remonftrances made 
Vol.II. M “us 
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“ us by fevcral of our brethren the cardinals, thn 
<f your order was rich and powerful enough, no 
u only to fave the holy fee the charges of this ar 
u mament, but alfo to put a whole fleet to fea a 
<; their own expence ; and that there was in you 
il treafury more gold and filver than could b 
€t found in that of any chriftian prince whatever 
€< without reckoning the confiderable fums whiel 

your priors and commanders are fcraping toge 
<{ iher for themfelves.” The pope concluded tbi 
letter with telling the grand matter, that thi 
church was but forrily edified with the particulai 
enmities of the knights between one another ; ad- 
ding at laft, that complaints had been made to th« 
holy fee that they were negligent in providing for 
the fubfiftence of the chaplains and ferving bro* 
thers. 

Though the grand matter faw plainly they had 
impofed on the pope’s zeal for religion, by the ex- 
aggeration made of the riches of the order, yet, 
like a true religious, he refolved to obey. They 
fitted out immediately fix gallics in the port 4 $ 
Rhodes ; and for their maintenance and expence, 
he, by the advice, and in concert with the fovereigal 
council, appropriated a particular fund, arifing 
from the fucceffion of commanders deceafed, viz. 
the rights of mortuaries and vacancies. The mor- 
tuary, as is pra&ifed even now, was levied upon 
the revenues of the commandry, from the day of 
the commander’s deceafe till May firft next enfuing, 
and from that day the vacancy commenced, and 
held till May trip firft of the following year ^ before 
that time the new commander could not enter up 
on the enjoyment of the revenues of the comman- 
dry. 

The grand matter and council made afterwards fere- ! 
ral regulations for the reformation of manners^ 
efpeciaily in refpeft to the provinces of the weft«l 
The knights were among other things forbid 
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to- wear cloth that coft more than two florins a 
canne, a meafure which in fevcral provinces of France 
contains two thirds more than the ell of Paris. And 
by the fame regulation they were forbid the ufe < f 
delicious wines, and the having more kind of meats 
than one in the fame day ; a wife and ufeful diici- 
pline ; and happy it were for the order, was it to 
be revived in our days. 

Three* vifitors were appointed to carry thefe re- 
gulations to the pope, to defire him to add or re- 
trench as he fhould fee fitting, and inveft the com* 
miflioners which they fent with his apoftolical au- 
thority, that they might be in a condition to inforce 
a more exa<tt obfervance of them. 

The pope was exceedingly moved and affe&ed 
with the grand matter's ready obedience ; and to 
•fhow the like generous care of the common caufe, 
he fitted out the’fonr gallies that he was to furnilh 
for his quota, to which thofe of the king of Cy- 
prus, the order of St. John, and republic of Ve- 
nice joined themfelves, under the general command 
of a Genoefe captain, Gingarria by name. This 
little fleet kept the fea all the fummer, but without 
attempting any thing anfwerable to their ftrcngth, 
and the expence the allies were at for this arma- 
ment. The Genoefe general, more mindful of his 
intereft than his glory, made ufe of his authority 
to load the gallies with divers forts of merchandize, 
and employed the money collided to him for the 
charge of the campaign, to his own private ad van* 
tage. Henry, titular patriarch of Conftantinoplc, 
legate of the holy fee, mounted on board the ad- 
miral galley, and in that quality had the fupreme 
command, according to the politics of the popes, 
who always aflumed it in thofe wars that were railed 
for the fake of religion. This prelate, in imitation 

• Odr* de M^ntVigu prior of Auvergne, Efnard d'Albarno prior of 
Gapua, Peter PUntin prior of the church. 
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of the Genoefe general, a£led more like a mer- 
chant, than a delegate of the Sovereign pontiff. 
The year following, the allies, full of indignation 
again ft the Genoeie, chafe for their general bro- 
ther John de Biandra, knight of Rhodes, prior of 
Lombardy, who had the particular command of the 
gallies of the order. 

The new general formed a defign worthy of his 
valour. The port of Smyrna, a confiderable city 
of Anatolia, ferved often for a retreat to the Tur- 
kifli corfairs who were matters of the city. Bian- 
dra having, befides the foldiers on board his fleet, 
taken in at Rhodes a great number of troops com- 
manded by valiant knights, formed the fiege of the 
place, and took it by ftorm. Some hiftorians pre- 
tend that he took only the caftle, which was feated 
by the fea fide, and commanded the entrance of 
the port. All the foldiers in the fort, both Turks 
and Arabians, were cut to pieces. The grand ma* 
fter having advice of it, and knowing the importance 
of that fortrefs, lent frefh troops immediately thi- 
ther, with arms and provifions to reinforce the gar- 
rifon. There are ftillto be feen upon the gates of 
the caftle, though fallen to ruin, the arms of the 
church, which were placed there as a monument of 
this conqueft, the whole honour of which they a- 
feribed to the pope, as head of the league, though 
the knights of Rhodes had the greateft fhare in it. 
A Turk called Morbaffan, who commanded in the 
higher town and over all the country, attempted a 
year after to ch ive the Chriftians out of the place. 
He laid fiege to it, but after three months fpent in 
fmart attacks and a gallant defence, he made a feint 
of abandoning his enterprile, or at leaft of turning 
the fiege into a blockade. The greateft part of his 
troops drew off, and only a fmall number was left 
in his camp. The Chriftians having notice of his 
retreat, made a furious Tally, eafily forced the in- 
trenchments, which were ill defended, broke inro 
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the camp, and put to the fword or took prifoners 
ill that made retiftance, or did not lave themfrlvcs 
by a fpeedy flight. They celebrated this victory 
upon the fame ipot on which they had obtained it* 
with the found of military inftruments, with feaft- 
ings, and a joy which was fo much the more dan* 
gerous as the enemy was not far oft* 

MorbafTan, whom they fancied a great way up in the 
country, but who only lay concealed with his troops 
behind the neighbouring mountain*, having notice 
of it by certain iignals, ipaiched down, and tii.d- 
ing the Chriftians in diford tr, made a crud (laugh- 
ter of them in his turn. The greateft lofs fell up- 
on the knights of Rhodes : and t{i$ pope's legate, 
rto was come into the camp to partake in the pu- 
blic joy, loft there his life, as well as moft of the 
officers and ecclefiaftics of his houihold. The 
knights who efcaped the fury of the barbarians got 
back to the fo*r, and held it out, by help of a new 
reinforcement, again ft ail the efforts of the Turks 
and other infidels: 

The difmal news of this difgrace, pafling into 
^fcrope, the pope to repair it publifhed a crufadc 
with alLthe indulgences annexed to t e firft. Hum- 
bert/!. Dauphin of Viennois, prelfed with great 
caraeilnefs to be declared the chief and general of 
it. He was a prince of mean parts, naturally vain, 
inconftant in his projefls, and lefs affected with 
their folidy, than the luftre and diffinclions with 
which they were attended He came in per- 
fon to the court of Pope Clement VI. to folicit this 
employ. In the petition which he prefented on that 
account to the lovereign pontiff, he intreated him 
to grant him the " poft of captain of this holy ex- 
M pedition againft the Turks, and all that were not 
“ loyal to the church of home, which all people 
“ as well hofpitallers as others, were obliged and 
“ bound to obey by fea and land.” 
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To engage the pope to grant him the generalfh 
he offered to maintain at his own expence in th 
war three hundred men of arms, a thoufand crof 
bow men, to furnifli five fhips of war well equif 
ped, and to bring with him twelve banners and 
hundred knights : glaring promifes ! but as nrac 
beyond his ability, as the poft of general of an ai 
my was above his experience and capacity. 

Some * cardinals of the pope’s council, who wet 
not prepofTeffed in favour of this prince’s courajjt 
were againft his demand : but the fovereign pofl 
tiff’s inclination prevailed and carried with it all th 
voices, f Humbert was chofe general of the chs^ 
Rian army ; the pope give him the oath, and 4# 
obliged himfelf at the fame time, by a folemn 
to fpend three whole years in -that holy expedkipit 
But as for the mighty armament that he was to In 
nifh by fea and land, it was all reduced to an h» 
dred men of arms ; and there was no difficulty# 
judging of the fuccefs of the expedition by the chow 
of the general. The next day, being the fcaAif 
Corpus Chrifti, he received from the pope’s has# 
the crofs and ftandard of the church, which he bm 
carried before him in the ftreets of Avignon, w I p 
his own particular ftandard a-breaft ; thus follow# 
by a numerous retinue, he returned in great pot# 
to his houfc; a ceremonial, which in default of * 
folid glory, gratified the vanity of the man. Tbt 
great bufinefs was to find out funds to fupply dj® 
expence of fo long an expedition. The daupbia 
had recourfe to an extraordinary impoft, which hM 

* Matt. Villani Hid. 1. i. c. 26. pag. 19. Edit, de Flor. 

Et quia inrer caeteros principe* habui (providere de aliquo dote 
Sc capitaneo exercitui agminis Dcmini Dei Itradl) repperi inftaotefli 
faepius, fupplicantcm humilius, optantem ardentius, offerenrem H* 
beralius, dile&um 6Iium Imbertum DalphSnum Viennenfem, hie 
piaefentem j idcirco ipfum de tratrum m firo>um confilio du em ‘ 8 c ct* 
pitanenm contra Tnrccs exercrus duximus deputanduip, Bail**- i° 
Mot, ad vit, Paparum Avenion, pag. 890, 
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laid upon all his fubje&s ; and then prepared for 
his departure with the princefs Mary des Baux hit 
wife, who, during the time the dauphin was at fea, 
retired to the city of Rhodes and there died. 

Notwithftanding all t the difgraces that had hap- 
pened to the Chriftians in the Holy Land, expedi- 
tions beyond fea were ftill as frequent as ever $ and 
what rendered the enterprife more eafy, was that 
fora lum of money agreed on with the matters of 
fhips, they never wanted vefiels in raoft of the ports 
of the Mediterranean ready to put to fea, and 
provided with all neceflaries either for navigation or 
for fighting. 

The dauphin having bargained for four of thefe 
ibips, at fix hundred fifty florins each per month, 
embarked at Marseilles the fecond of September, 
onboard this little hackney fquadron, which car- 
ried him firft to Venice, the place of rendezvous 
for all perfons engaged in the crufadc. He went 
from thence to the ifle of Negropont, where four 
veffels of the pope's, one of Rhodes, and another 
of Venice joined him. The prior of Lombardy, at 
hiB arrival, retired on board the gallies of the or- 
der, raking on himfelf the particular command of 
that fquadron : it is believed the dauphin pafied the 
winrer in that ifland. The year following he was 
at fea with the whole fleet of the crufades, and con- 
tributed to make the l urks raife the liege of Caffa, 
a town at that time belonging to the Genoefe 5 and 
the chriftian fleet having had fome other advanta- 
ges over that of the inbdels, this the dauphin was 
not a little proud of. The pope forefeeing that the 
war could not be carried on with fuccefs, without 
providing for the crufude the funds neceflary to de- 
fray the expence of it, had recoui fe to an extraor- 
dinary tax, which he laid upon all ecclefiaftical re- 
venues in the kingdoms of France, bpain, and 
England. But the bloody war made by the Fnglifh 
at that time in France, and the lofs of the battle of 

Crecy, 
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Crecy*, where feventeeri hundred and fixteen French 
knights were (lain, hot allowing the railing of this 
money, the pope fearing that the charges of the cru- 
fade would fall entirely upon himfelf, very gladly 
embraced the proje# of a truce with the infidels, 
which the dauphin propofed to him. 

That prince wrote to him from Rhodes, where 
he was retired for the winter, that the Turks ap- 
peared inclined to peace, and that they might eafily 
enter into a treaty with them. The Pope was hear- 
tily aftiamed of demanding peace of an enemy whom 
they were come fo far in fearch of to make war 
upon ; but the fear of being obliged to bear all the 
expence of it out of his own purfe, made him wilh 
to fee it ended. He wrote to the dauphin to find 
out expedients that in this negotiation might favc 
the honour of the league and the intereft of religi- 
on. He even went fo far as to prefcribe him the 
forms and decorums to be obferved in treating 
with the infidels ; but it does not appear that the 
treaty was concluded The dauphin. after receiv- 
ing rhe pope s difpenfation of the \ow he had made 
to fpend three whole years in that expedition, re- 
turned to his own dominions. Upon the death of 
Miry des Buix his wife, he had thoughts of mar- 
rying again with Blanche, lifter to Amadeus, Count 
of ^avoy, and the contra# for it was ligned ; but 
the dauphin having flighted the good offices which 
the count of Savoy employed to engage him to re- 
ftore the caftle of Mirabel to the feign ior of Beau- 
jeu. the little regard fhewed to his requeit canfed a 
rupture of the marriage. The dauphin afterwards 
turned his thoughts towards Jane, eldeft daughter 
of Peter de Bourbon, and engaged in it by a* folemn 
treaty But notwithstanding the honour he would 
have received from fuch an alliance, being conftantly 
tofied and hurried about with his ufual irresolutions, 

* Mcmaires de PiUti, Hi St, de Delphi***, a&. *84, 
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&e conld not refol vc to bring the affair to a conclu- 
sion *. This prince not finding in war, and in the 
path that others take to find, the diftin&ion and 
glory that he fought after, fancied he might fucceed 
better in a way that was entirely oppolite. He 
quitted the profeflion of arms and the government 
of his dominions, and entered himfelf among the 
Dominicans. He refigned Dauphine to the king of 
france, who reunited it to his crown from which it 
tad been fevered formerly ; and to fix the incon- 
stancy of the dauphin, the pope, at the king’s rc- 
faeft ordained him prieft. He afterwards undertook 
wtadmmiftration of the archbifhoprick of k hemes, 
% without quitting his religious habit which he 
wore all the reft of his life. Thus lived he a fove- 
reign without fubje£ts, a general without troops or 
'experience, a hufband without a wife, a monk with- 
out a convent, a prieft without a title and without 
jurifdiclion ; and in all thefe different conditions 
*uhout ever having done any good to his province, 
but inrefigning'it into the hands of our kings. They 
Wtewife reproach his memory, and that pretty juft- 
too, for having taken from the prior Biandra 
command of the chriftian fleet, which, under 
tiat general, had made itfelf terrible to the infidels, 
2nd afterwards made frelh acquisitions of glory un- 
der the fame command. 

About that time the order loft the grand mafter 
de ViUeneuve, a prince highly to be praifed 
for his oeconomy, who during his mafter- 1346. 
fhip paid all the debts of the order/ repair- 
ed and enlarged the fortifications necefiary for the 
defence of the ifLand and city of Rhodes ; and be- 
tides built at his own expence, as a monument of 
Ms piety, a church in honour of the holy virgin, and 
dedicated it to her ; and left a fufficient fund for 

1 Regftrc Palati ad annum, 134S & 1JI9. 
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the maintenance of two chaplains to fay mafs there 
every day for the repofe of his foul. 

A great number of pretenders offered themfelves 
for his dignity. The oldeft knights, who profeffed 
a regular life, were for fuch a^ appeared moft like- 
ly to keep up the difcipline of the order. But the 
younger, without examining too nicely into the re- 
gularity of their manners, wifhed only to have a 
great captain, that might head them in war, and be 
the means of acquiring them glory and riches: 
fuch a choice was not without difficulty. The com- 
mander de Gozen before mentioned was one of the 
cle&ors. When it was his turn to give his voice. 
“ When I entered,” fays he, * c into this conclave, 
44 I made a folemn oath, that I would not propofe 
“ any one but fuch a knight as I fhould judge 
44 moft deferving of this great dignity, and to have 

the beft intentions for the general good' of tKe 
44 whole order ; and after having feiioufly confi- 
4i dered the prefent ftate of Chriftendom, the wars 
44 which we are obliged to maintain continually a- 
4t gainft the infidels, the refolution and vigour ne- 
14 ceflary to prevent a relaxation in difcipline, I de- 
t( clare that I find no body better qualified for the 
44 government of our order than myfelfi ” He then 
made a fine harangue upon his own virtues. The 
fight againft the ferpent was not forgot, but he in- 
lifted chiefly on his conduct from the time that the 
grand mafter de Villeneuve had made him his lieu- 
tenant. 44 You have already,” fays he to the other 
44 eleftors, “ had fome experience of my govern- 
41 ment ; you know wkat you are to expedfc from 
44 it, and I do not think you can refufe me your 
44 votes without doing me injuftice.” 

How deferving foever this knight was, his col* 
leagues were ftrangely furprifed to hear an eleftor 
namehimfelf: fuch a ftep made them fufpecl he 
was too ambitious ; yet when they came to compare 
him with the other candidates, they found him far 
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Tupcrior to them all, not only in point of courage, 
of which he had given fuch illuftrious proofs, but al- 
io in refpeft of his wifdom and moderation in com- 
manding. ' Some of the electors, who were not his 
(fiend*, could not help faying, that it were to be 
*ifhed, that what he bad advanced to fet forth his 
Dwn merit, had come out of any body ’s mouth' but 
disown. However, this generous afiurance did 
totdifpleafe thegreateft part of them; and feveral 
maintained, that after fuch diftinguifhed a&ions as 
bis, great men were allowed to fpeak of themfelves 
(nth that noble confidence which truth infpires. 
8* all the voices, or at leak a majority of them, u- 
md in favour of Dieu Donne 
Be Gozon ; and he was folemnly Dieu Donne 
icknowledged as grand maker, to de Gozon. 
fte latisfaClion of the convent, and 
(^ecially of the citizens of the town of Rhodes, 
and the inhabitants of the ifland, who, fince his 
viftory, over the ferpent, looked upon him as the 
hero of the order. 

His conduct in the grand mafterfliip anfwered the 
great expectations they had of his valour and capa- 
city for government. His firft care was to revive 
the chritlian league : the allies joined their fqua- 
droos ; and the grand maker prevailed by his cre- 
dit to have the command given to the prior of Lom- 
bardy, who going immediately in quek of the infi- 
del fleet, met with it in the Archipelago near Era- 
to, or the Embro, a little ifle twenty four milts in 
compafs, with a town of the fame name, and a port 
00 the eaftern coak : this ifland is twelve miles 
from the mouth of the Dardanelles in the way to- 
wards the ifle of Lemnos. 

Mok of the Turks, who imagined the Chrikians 
to be kill in their ports, were landed and difperfed 
up and down the ifland. The commodore of the 
fleet furprifed them in this diforder, fell upon them, 
and took or funk a great part of their fliips. 

This 
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This was lefs an engagement than a general rout: 
the foldiers that wtre on board the fleet, abandon- 
ed it to feek for refuge in the ifland, and fuch as 
were landed before, ran to re-imbark. They Only 
confounded one another; and in this difordtr and 
confufion the general of Rhodes took from them a 
hundred and eighteen fmall veflels, light frigates, 
brigantines, felucca’s or armed barks : but thirty- 
two gallies, by help of their crew, put off to fea, 
and efcaped; The Chriftians afterwards landed, ra- 
vaged the ifland, and made near < five thoufand 
(laves. 

So complete a viftory gave a great reputation to 
the arms of the knights ; though pnpe Clement VI, 
like his predeceflors, afcribed all the honour of it 
to the archbifhop of Candia his vice- legate. Con- 
flans, others call him Livon, king of the Idler Ar- 
menia, informed of the forces of the order, fcnt 
embaffadors to the grand mafter to intreat his aflift* I 
ance againft an invafion of the Saracens of Egypt, 
who had feized on part of his dominions. Though | 
this prince followed the Greek rites, and was a . 
fchifmatic, yet Gozon, full of zeal, and animated 
with the fpirit of his inflitution, thought it his du- 
ty not to abandon any Chriftians to the fury of 
thofe barbarians. He prevailed upon the council 
of the order to fend troops into Armenia ; they fit- 
ted out a ftrong fleet, and the braveft knights em* 
barked on board with a confiderable body of infant- 
ry, All thefe troops coming off the coafts of Ar- 
menia, joined the army of Conftans, who had niade 
a motion that way to favour their landing. Being 
thus joined in a body, they advanced dire&ly for- 
ward againft the Saracens ; they eafily found an e- 
nemy that fought them, and loon came to an en- 
gagement ; the battle was long and obftinate, but 
the ufual valour of the knights decided its fuccefs. 
The Saracens, who expefled to have only to deal 
with the Armenians, whom they had beaten feve- 
i ral 
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ral times before, furprifed to fee the ftandards of 
St. John, which they diftinguifhed ftill more plain- 
ly by the great blows that the knights dealt about, 
turned their backs and fled. The beft part of them 
periflied in the heat of the engagement ; and the 
Chriftians took all their baggage, and a great num- 
ber of prifoners. 

The king of Armenia, fuftained by this power- 
fill fuccour, befieged afterwards and reco- 
vered all the places which the infidels had 1347. 
feized on ; the knights of Rhodes did not 
leave Armenia till they had entirely cleared the 
country of the Saracens, who got back into Egypt, 
though with great difficulty. 

As fuch confiderable enterprizes, and fo many 
different wars, could not be carried on without 
great expence, the treafury of the order was by this 
time greatly exhauftcd : efpecially, as the pope, out 
of thriftinefs, had quitted the league, as we have 
juft now faid, and contributed nothing to;it after- 
wards but indulgences. He even propofed to the 
grand mafter to accept of a truce which the Turks 
offered, on condition they might have an equal 
fhare with the order in the cuftoms of Smyrna, and 
the port duties paid by foreign (hipping : and a 
war breaking out immediately after between the 
Genoefe and the Venetians,' on account of their 
commerce into the Black Sea, the league was there- 
upon entirely diflolved. 

The order neverthelefs did not fail remonftrating 
to the pope, that though they were abandoned by 
their allies, yet they were not allowed by their in- 
ftitution to enter into any public treaty with the 
infidels ; and therefore, till God lhould raife them 
,up new allies, they would at leaft keep themfelves 
on the defenfive. The grand mafter wrote at the fame 
time to all the commanders who had not furnifhed 
their refponfions, requiring them to pay them in 
immediately ; and hiftory hath tranfmitted down 
Vol. II. N to 
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to us a * letter that he wrote to the commanders d 
Sweden, Denmark and Norway, which deferves t< 
be inferted in this work. 

We, fee by this letter that he reproaches them fo 
having paid no contribution to the order fince th 
lofs of the Holy Land : that though they dwelt u 
the remoteft countries of Europe, yet that it wouli 
be very iurpriling, if they had not heard/of the. con 
queft which the order had made of the ifle o 
Rhodes. whither they had transferred the feat o 
their fociety : that the order, purfuant to it&isdK 
tation, had devoted itfelf ftill to religiqus waiw 
that all its knights were continually in arms, eitha 
on board the gallies of the order, or elfe at Rhode* 
and in the neighbouring ifles that depended oil id 
•the defence whereof they had undertaken : sM 
that it was ftraogeiy furpriting, that the northern 
knights alone fhould forget their duty, and con* 
tinue in a feate of indolence and inactivity that 
honoured thjrm : that, as their fuperior, he chap 
ged them, upon their holy obedience, to fend fan 
mediately a detachment of the youngeft of tlwtif 
brother companions, and remit their refponfioas tt) 
Rhodes ; and that he knew very well how to punift 
fuck as fhould prove refractory to his orders* 
whereas thofe who fhewed themfelves children oi 
obedience, Ihould find in him an head and hiper* 
or full of tendernefs and goodnefs, who had no* 
thing in his view but the glory of God and the ho* 
nour of their profeffion. Another effect of this his 
zeal for the good of the order, was his obtaining of 
Clement VI. that no commaridry fhould be difpofed 
of by way of provifion to any cardinal, nor fhonld 
the cardinals be allowed, under pretence of Lega- 
tine rights. and authority, to exaft any contribution 
from the knights. The pope granted this exetnp-j 
uon, probably as a retaliation for the complaifancei 

• Baffo* t, 2.. p. it. 

which 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 147 

which the grand matter and council had difcovered 
in favour of the vicomcede Turenne, the pontiff’s 
nephew, to whom they made a grant of la Battie 
de Detrats, a feignory belonging to the order, and 
adjoining to his eftate, in exchange for other lands 
fituated near the Rhone, which they annexed to the 

S riory of St. Giles. The pope wrote abotrt it to 
le grand matter, to return him thanks on this 
eceafion, but gave him to underttand at the finne 
time, thatthedogeandfenateof Venice complained, 
that in the war in which they were engaged againft 
the Genoefe, there were a great many knights in 
the troops of their enemies, and it looked as if the 
order of St. John was fighting againft them in fa- 
vour ‘Of the Genoefe, though their profeflion obli- 
ged them to employ their arms againft the infidels 
only. 

The grand matter’s anfwer was, that in a milita- 
ry order compofcd of religious of lb many 
different nations, it was no way furprifing 135©* 
that the affedlion of feme particular knights 
Should incline towards the interefts of their refpec- 
tive countries : that there were likewife Venetian* 
knights, who {hewed as much attachment to their 
Own nation as the Genoefe ; hut- that the order was 
fer from approving the conduct of thtle religious, 
who w^ere feduced. by an irregular love of their 
towarry, '{which at the fame time was natural e- 
Wough), to intei meddle in thofe wars; hut thaft 
toehher himfelf, nor the main body of the order. 
Were found engaged on either fide in the quarrel 
l>etweeo thofe two mighty republicks he having al- 
ways inviolably maintained the neutrality which he 
profeffed to obierve between chriftian princes. 

However reasonable this anlwer might appear in 
flefpedt to the complaints of the Venetians, Ido not 
know after all, whether thofe religious, who, from 
* fpirk of penance, had taken ti^e three fol^ma 
tows of the order at the altar, could, without very 
N a julh^ 
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juft fcruplcs, imbrue their arms in the blood of 
Chriftians. It is evident at leaft, that, in the firft 
ages of the church, they made a doubt whether it was 
lawful for Chriftians to bear arms at all. The quit- 
ting the military profeflion was efteemed a branch 
of penance ; and even laymen who had killed a 
Chriftian, though in a juft war, were obliged to 
make fome fatisfa&ion by way of atonement for it. 
This practice continued to be obferved in France in 
the middle of the ninth century ; and we fee that 
after the famous battle of Fontenai, which was 
fought about A. D. 840, the French biihops requi- 
red all fuch as found their confciences troubled for 
having atted in that engagement out of heat of 
paffion, malice, vanity, or, in a word, out of any 
other human motive, to confefs their offence and 
expiate their guilt by a rigorous penance. 

What is ftill more decifive in the point we are 
treating of, is, that the church had never given its 
dandtion to the hofpitallers in taking up of arms, 
but only for the defence of the holy places, and of 
the Chriftians, who either dwelt there, or came 
from the weft to pay their veneration to a place 
fandtified by the birth of the Son of God, who had 
taken our nature upon him ; and to preferve the 
memory of this pious motive it is, that in the form 
obferved at the profeflion of the knights, the per- 
son who officiates, prefenting the novice with a 
fword, fays to him, Take this fword, and make 
€t ufe of it for your own defence, and for that of 
“ the holy church of God, and for the confufioa 
of the enemies of the crofs of Jefus Chrift.’* 
From whence we may well enough infer, that it was 
not allowable for thefe knights to ufe their arms 
ofFcnfively againft any but infidels, and fuch as were 
the declared enemies of Jefus Chrift. This juft 
motive of not drawing their fwords againft chrifti- 
an princes, was the reafon why the grand mafter 
vefufed to engage in the civil wars which at that 

time 
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rime infetted the empire of Conftantinople. Pope 
Clement VI. being dead. Innocent VI. his fuccefior 
wrote to the grand matter, recommending to him 
the interetts of the emperor Matthew Palrcologus, 
whodifputed that augoft title with the emperor; 
John, the fon of young Andronicus. 

To underttand rightly the pretenlions of thefe 
princes, it matt be obferved, that the empetor An- 
dronicus at his death leaving John Palseologus tu- 
tor to his ion, and regent of his territories, that 
tmbitious miaifter, who had the lovcreign autho- 
rity given him only in trutt, made himfelf absolute 
and independent matter of it. He got himfelf 
proclaimed joint emperor with his pupil ; and to 
dazzle the young prince, who was fcarce patted the 
Hate of infancy, married him to his^daughter. But 
is the tyrant’s defign was to advance his own fon, 
he foon took him in ior a partner in the empire : : 
lb that now there was a third emperor, and the fa- 
ther and Ion afterwards drove the fon of Androni- 
cus out of Conftantinople. The injured prince was 
ftot left without revenge ; fomc of his father’s faith- 
fuWubjc&s brought him back as it were in triumph, 
•to the imperial city, and the Palseologi were obliged 
toquit it in their turn. The father, to fecure his life, 
threw himfelf into a monaftery, and took the habit 
of a monk ; his ion applied himfelf to the pope for 
fuccours, profiling to unite the Greek church to- 
the Latin, as foon as he fhould he reftored to the 
throne. This was the ordinary lure made ufe of 
by the Greeks, in order to obtain atttftance from ■ 
the Latins. The pope wrote in very preffing ierm$ * 
to the grand matter in favour of Matthew, and that • 
prince was himfelf the bearer of the letter : but the 
grand matter did not think fit to engage his order 
to a civil war between chrittian princes: beiides, 
that the imm&abdeoelsof a great tnanv f the com- 
manders of Europe, in making go >d their refpon* 
Cons, had difobled the order from iuxni thing the *- 
N 3 jaeceflary { 
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neceflary expences for fo great an enterprife. The 
advanced age of the grand mafter, and his almoft 
continual infirmities, induced him to aik the pope’9 
confent to abdicate a dignity which he then found 
as burtheniome to him as he had formerly {hewn 
eagernefs to obtain it. The pope, who was truly 
fenlible of the merit of that great man, and how 
lifeful he was to his order, would not at firft con- 
sent to it. He exhorted him, on the contrary, to 
fupport courageoufly the toili of government. 

The grand .matter not being able to obtain this 
confent, which he then looked upon as a favour, 
employed the remainder of his life in foi tifying the 
city of Rhodes. He walled in all the fuburbs on 
the fide of the fea, and at the fame time built the 
mole where the {hips and gallics afterwards put in. 
Thefe ufeful cares were the methods he took to 
coniole himfelf for the pope’s refuting to allow his 
refi 'nation. The loofeneis which, noewithftand- 
ing all his endeavours, had crept into the difeipline 
of the order, obliged him to renew his inffances. 
It was not without great anxiety that he found moft 
of the commanders, who relided in Europe, were 
making ule of the protection of the pope himfelf, 
as well as of the kings of France, Arragon, and 
Caftile, only to elude his orders ;,a protection which 
made thofc knights as much arbiters of their duty 
as they were negligent of it. Gozon finding no 
remedy for fo enormous a grievance, difpatched 
new deputies to the pope, who complied at laft in 
admitting his refignation. That pontiff’s confent 
for their proceeding to a new election was brought 
to Rhodes ; but that liccnfe proved of no ufe, by 
reafon of the grand mafter’s fudden 
Dec. 13. death, if that term fudden may be ah 
1353. alloiyed with regard to fo good a man, 
who had always been more watchful 
over his own conduCt, than over that of the knights 
under his care. His funeral was celebrated with 

the 
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the juft elogiums of his brother knights, and the 
tears of all the inhabitants of the ilk, and of the 
poor efpecialiy, to whom he was indeed a father. 
All the infeription put upon his tomb was this: 
Hire lies the vanquisher of the dra- 
gon. 

The convent and chapter of Rhodes, after Go- 
zon’s death, chofe for his fucceflor 
brother Peter de Cornillan, or Cor- Peter db 
melbm, a knight of the language of Cor ml law. 
Provence, lie certainly juffly me- 1353. 
rited that eminent dignity, on ac- 
count of the regularity of his life, and even of the 
feverity of his morals ; and the Older indeed was 
it that time in need of iuch a luperior. As foon 
as he had taken pofleflion of his dignity, he called 
a general chapter at Rhodes Various abufes had 
crept into the government, which in time had be- 
come cuftoms : and fuch as had made ti-eir advan- 
tage of them, would \villingly have made them pafs 
for laws. The firft, and indeed one of the* mod 
dangerous, was the ahuie made of the grand ma- 
ker's feal, in putting it, without his knowledge or 
coofent, to orders and receipts, which were atttr- 
wards lodged in tne treafury. Another abufe not 
ids prejudicial to the whole body of the knights, 
was the priors affuming a nomination to the com- 
mandries vacant within their priories, and exei ci- 
ting this ufurped power in iuth a manner, that they 
often tilled up places with their own fi iends ana re- 
lations, without any regard to merit, age, or the 
rights of ieniority. The grand maker prevailed 
with the chapter to make a regulation, ordaining, 
that for the tuture they fliould not. make ule of the 
grand maker’s feal in any matter relating to the 
revenue ; but that all ordinances krould be fealed 
with the feai of the convent, and in a full chap- 
ter. 

By 
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By the fecond regulation, the nomination to all 
commandries was vetted in the grand matter and 
courrcif of the order, who were to fill them up, doc 
regard being firft had to the rank, the feniorqjtyJ 
and the fervrcts of the knights. Thefe were bm 
the only abufes which the grand matter had a luiadj 
to corrdtt ; but as his prudence way not inferior to 
his zeal, which burnt with the brighteft flame, 4fti 
brought on the tthemes he had drawn up for xm 
formation at different times, deferring the executiofl 
of them according as lie found his own authority ts 
grow ftronger in die government. 

WhHtt the grand matter was thus entirely takop 
up with the reftoning of difcipKne, fome fecret"4fl 
nemics of the order, at the court of Rome, reftMg 
ed the deiign of getting all the revenues of the 
plars out of the hands of the knights of Rhodfeft 
expe&ing, no doubt, to get the be ft part of t hop 
to themfelves. However, tso avoid fufpicicm, *£ 
much as poffible, they carried on this attack agaMI 
the order with a great deal of art. Some wesfc wA 
farther than to tell the pope, that they found eviojj 
day that the riches and conhfcated revenues of thk 
te mplars greatly exceeded whatever had been 4aid$f 
them; others infinuated farther, that the holpttdfc 
lers were not numerous enough to find leifure .«£ 
make proper inquiries into thofe great pcxflk flions^ 
that the greateft part of the knights were gone owt# 
into Europe ; that it looked as if they had abwfc 
doned the ifle of Rhodes ; and though fome fBft 
continued about the grand matter, {hutting them* 
felves up in the moft retired pan of their palaces* 
yet they were entirely taken up with rheir pleasures* 
and the care of amaffing wealth. Thefe difeourfer 
were fpread about with great fecrecy and artifice* 
and the pope was prejudiced with them by infest* 
Able degrees. In fhort, their enemies "went fo far 
as to propofe to the pontiff a fequeftration of all Ac 
revenues of the tamplars into his own hands, to be 

employed 
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employed afterwards in pious ufes, as his holinefs 
flionld think fit ; or, if Re thought proper, to be 
difpofed of in founding a new military order, which 
might, by its zeal, incite the emulation of the 
knights of Rhodes, and cure them of a profufenefs 
fo contrary to their rule and inftitution. 

The pope took another, and indeed a very ex- 
traordinary ftep vritli regard to the conquefts made 
by the Turks. Orckanes, whom we have lately 
mentioned, and who is looked upon as the fecond 
prince of the Ofman or Othomanrace, after having 
iubdued the greateft part of Anatolia, beaten the 
emperor John Palseologus on feveral occafions, and 
t alia Prufa, Nicomedia, and Nice, crofTed the 
Hellefpont, and feemed inclined to fix the feat of 
his empire in the Morea. It is faid that a great 
earthquake having rendered the taking of GaJlipo- 
lkmore eafy to him, he faid to his officers, 44 Let 
u ns (lay in Europe, fince God opens us the way 
“ to it/’ Pope Innocent VI. above-mentioned, a- 
larmid with the rapidity of his conquefts, out of 
anapprehenfion that he might fall upon Italy itfelf, 
did, m order to oblige him to return into Alia, or- 
der the knights of Rhodes to abandon that ifle, and 
tranfpo rt the convent, and their place of refidence 
into fotne part of the continent bordering upon the 
Turks or .^arazens, and lituated on the fide either 
of Paleftinc or Anatolia, in expectation that the 
knight- , by an advantageous diverfion, might draw 
the infidels arms upon themlllves, and thus kindling 
a war in the heart of the Turkifh dominions, might 
ferve for a bulwark to Chriftendom ; a projt dt which 
had been fome time before fuggefted to the pontiff's 
predeceilors, tho’the author of it muft certainly have 
beenfome lecret enemy of the order, and as wretched 
a politician as he was ill verfed in the art of war. 

It is amazing how the pope could propole to the or- 
der to abandon an iflt ftrongly fortified, and to re- 
nounce all the advantages which the Chriflians de- 
rived 
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rived from the fea and then 4 fleets, which covered 
equally the ifle of Cyprus and kingdom of Armenia, 
only to fend them, as we may fay, to the llaughrer, 
and oblige them* like new adventurers, to feek a 
fettlsment in the heart of the dominions of infidels, 
who were too powerful to fhffer them there for a 
moment. 

Yet notwithfomding thefe juft confideratioiK, 
whith muft naturally ofler tbetnfelvcs to the pope's 
thoughts, the pontiff flill prejudiced in favour of 
his projedb, d if patched to Rhodes brother Ferdi- 
nand de Heredia, caftellan of Empofta, and grand 
prior of Caflile, who was confidered at the court of j 
Rome as Rmooent’s confident and favourite, fend- 
ing alfo with him brother Raimond flerenger, pre- 
ceptor or commander of Cattel-Sarafin, and bro- 
ther Peter de Cornilhn, commander of Val-Pujet, 
and in all probability a relation of the grand ma- 
all three being of die number of the mod di- 
- ftmguifhed knights of the order, the twlr-firft of 
'which came afterwards to be grand matters. 

Fhe pope diredfed them to lay before the grand 
matter and council the complaints which he conti- 
mualiy received of the indolence and lethargy where- 
in the whole order teemed to have been buried for 
ibme time-; ami to peprefent thatwhiitt the Turks 
ivere ravaging Greece, and threatening Italy, the 
tnights finding them! dves fecure in Rhodes, by the 
strong fortifications with which it was defended, 
and growing effeminate with luxury and eaie, feera*- 
ed noways affedted with it, but fquandered away 
^he great income which they enjoyed, from the 
■confii'eated revenues of the templais, and derived 
froai the piety of the faithful, in criminal plea- 
lures, that decency and modetty do not allow us 
mention ; that he knew very well Pope John XXII. 
Benedidt XII. and Clement VI. his immediate pre* 
deceffors, had, in order to get them out of thofe de- 
lightful places, where they ran fetch an hazard of 

their 
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heir falvation, often prefled them to remove their * 
ihode into the Holy Land, though as yet in the 
laffds of the infidels ; but that the holy fee was 
Tenfibl^ of the little regard they had hitherto fhown 
to fucb counfels, which ought rather to have been 
:onfidered as exprefe orders, and received by them 
as laws ; that he enjoined them to fet immediately 
about this tranfmigradon . to fotne place, from 
whence they might, with, the afliftance of heaven, 
force their way through into the Holy Land, that 
otherways he fhould be obliged to employ the moft 
proper methods to force them to it, and fhould 
particularly deprive them of the eftates of the tem- 
plars, which he would employ in the founding of 
a new military order, whole zeal might perhaps ex- 
cite their emulation, or at leaft ferve for an eternal 
reproach to them. 

The grand m after an fwered the pope, that be had 
received his orders with great refpeCt, but could 
not, without confulting and obtaining the confent of 
the general chapter of the order, fo haftily aban- 
don a conqueft of fo great importance, and for 
which fo many knights had fhed their deareft biood j 
that he was going immediately to fummon a chap- 
ter in Rhodes itfelf, and would notify his holinefs’s; 
intention to his brethren of the order. Tke pope, 
apprehending, that if the chapter was held at 
Rhodes, the riches of that ifland, its fortifications, 
haven, fleets, and even foft and luxurious life, 
which they led there, might determine the knights 
to continue in it, iflued out a folemn bull, declaring 
it to be his pleafure, that the chapter fhould be held 
either at Nifmcs or Montpelier, places not far 
from Avignbn, from whence he certainly flattered 
bimfelf, that his authority would have the more ef- 
fectual influence over the aflembly. The pontiff 
obferved in this bull, that fince the return of hist 
envoys, he had. learned with furprife, that foine 
knight about his court had wrote to Rhodes u» 

this 
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this effe<ft, viz. That they had no occafion to ' 
in any pain about what the caftellan had faid. 
them, of which he himfclf was author ; that 4 
dextrous courtier had magnified his reproaches n 
threats, only to make himfelf neceffary to hlH 
der, but that the pope had expreffed himfelf 
differently on that fubjett before them, and A 
they might be very eafy about the affair of At 
removal. The pope added, that he addrefied A 
bull to them, as an irrefragable proof as well of l 
own will and pleafure, as of the truth of wij 
their caftellan had told them from him, and tdft 
vent fuch practices from occafioning any defeHfj 
their fettling upon the frontiers of the infidels*? 1 * 
’T would be impoffibte to deferibe the uneafifflt 
which the grand mafter felt, both in fecittjjgi 
pope perfift in fo deftru&ive a project, as w<8| 
the fear he had of his order’s infilling on its 'fill 
reignty, and fetting up to oppofe it. He wm 
vided between the obedience which he owed t^JT 
pontiff, and that which he thought due to bW 
der, and the companions of it ; two duties 
to him appeared almoft equally indifpenfablc/(j 
this terrible conflict, death came in as it were t 
afiiftance, and put an end to his life in the 
teenth month of his mafterfhip. 
Roger knights chofe in his ftead Roger del 
de a knight of the language of Prove 
Pins. of an illuftrious houfe of Languedo 
1 j 53. relation ofOdo dePins, the twenty 

grand mafter of the order, and of < 
de Pins, who in the vacancy of the mafterfhip, 
won a fignal victory overOrchanes the fon of G 
man. 

The pope, who would not allow the chapter 
be held at Rhodes, and had, by his own authority] 
fummoned it to meet at Nifnies or Montpelier, b* 
ing ftill apprehenfive that it might come to refoW 
tions contrary to the fchemes he had projefted wi® 

1 rclatior 
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’relation to Rhodes ; and in order to be better ac- 
quainted with their debates, would needs have it 
tcld in Avignon itfelf, as it were undtr his own 
feyc. But the impatience he was in of getting the 
knights out of the ifle ot Rhodes, and a cotuidcr- 
ible time being neceffary for their coming out of 
ihe various provinces of Chriftendom to Avig- 
non, was the reafon of his allowing them to hold 
to aflembly at his court, in which brother William 
de Mailly grand prior of France, and brother Wil- 
liam Chalus grand prior of Auvergne, presided in 
the grand matter's name, and in quality of his lieu- 
tenants on this fide of the fea. 

Happily for the order, fome time before the o- 
^pening of this afiembly, it had been fuggefted to 
'the pope, that in the defign he had of drawing ihe 
knights out of the ifle of Rhodes, it would be of 
much greater fervice to Chrittendom, and par- 
ticularly to Italy, to fettle them in the Morea 
than in Paleftine, where they could never relift 
the formidable power of the Tuiks and S aracens. 
The pope liked the propofal well enough" : Robert, 
%n\ar emperor of Conttantinople, was then prince 
Tarento, and fovereign of Achaia or the Mo- 
ra, by John duke of Duras, his uncle's grant of it 
to him. But James of Savoy, eldeft fon to Philip 
prince of Piedmont, laid claim to the Morea, as 
belonging to him in right of Ifabel de Ville-Har- 
douin his mother; and in the midft of tliele diffe- 
rent pretenfions, the Turk who had the ftrongeft 
right on his fide, daily feized enfome place or other 
in its province. The pope, to prevent the lofs of 
it to Chrittendom, propofed to the prince of Sa- 
voy to treat with the knights of Rhodes about his 
claim. This great affair was debated in the afTem- 
hly at Avignon : the knights, who did not care 
openly to clafh with the pope’s feniiments, named 
their commlffioners ; but as they expelled fome 
change from time, they fpun out the negotiation to 
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a great length, under various pretences, and msu 
fo flow a progrefs in it, that death furpriised d 
price of Savoy before any thing was concluded i 
it ; and the defign was not refumed of a long tkx 
afterwards, as will be obferved in the fequel of : t|* 
work. 

Various regulations however were made in tfc 
aflembly, relating to difciplinc, and which pgoii 
out the abufes which had crept into the order wjl 
refpeft to the diftribution of their alms. Jgqj 
fince the eftates of the templars had been anneagf 
to the * manfe of the hofpitaliers, they had, to^ 
great offence of the people, and prejudice of 
poof, neglefted all the duties of charity in 
houfcs of that order, under pretence that the^ 
ficiated in the command ries of the knight# 
Rhodes. The aflembly made an order, that <i 
pendent from thofe alms, th£y fhould immedbi 
refume thofe charitable diftributions, which 
ufed to be made in the houfes that had beloqgi 
the templars. 

Though the pope was far from being favou; 
to the order, as we have feen, yet no body 
greater afcendant over him than a knight 
Rhodes, brother John Ferdinand d’Heredia. 
name, of the language of Aragon, and cafib 
of Empofta. He was the only counfellor. and 
nifter of the pontiff, who employed him even* 
foreign negotiations. To give him the greater 
thority at his court, he had made him governor 
Avignon, and all the comtat Venaiflln. So di 
guifhing a favour might perhaps make one fiif 
that the pope’s extraordinary projects were fugged 
ed to him by the Afragonian, who, if the ord$P 
had been obliged to abandon the ifle of Rhode% 
would have been well enough pleafed to have got 

* M i nfe, an income a; pointed for the maintenance of the'takle 
of any prelate or fociety. 
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himfelf, under the title of bailiff, named fove- 
wign prince of it by the pope. At leaft all his con- 
do# (hews, that, he madeufe of the pope’s autho- 
rity only to aggrandize himfelf, without any re- 
gard to the ftatutes and regulations of the general 
chapters. Thus he obtained fucceflively the grand 
priory of Caftile, and alfo that of St. Giles, to 
which the greedy Spaniard got himfelf named by 
the pope, who conferred it upon him by his own 
tbfolute authority, and without the knowledge or 
content of the grand matter. The order was per- 
fettly confounded at fo furprifing an innovation; 
the popes indeed, befides the power of the keys, 
hd likewife a particular authority over the order 
tf M. John, as being the firtt fuperiors of it ; but 
they had hitherto made ufe of this authority only 
for its protect ion, or for the corre&ing of abufes 
which are inevitable in this life, and which arc apt 
tOcreep even into the moft auftere focieties. 

The knights complained that this laft pope em- 
ployed his authority only in dettroying the form of 
their government, and that they could no longer 
defend upon their years of fervice and fenioritv, if 
+cof their brother knights* by the infinuations 
of a court intrigue, and in contempt of the wifeft 
regulations, had it in his power to engrofs ihe beft 
commandries in every language. The grand matter 
council fent embafladors to the pope, to declare 
to him the juft rcmonftrances of the whole order ; 
and the grand matter, in order to engage Heredia 
to defitt from the pope’s nomination, lent him 
ample provifions, by which he conttituted him hist 
lieutenant on this' fide the fea. but all thefe fteps 
*ere alike fruitlcfs ; the pope was inflexible, either 
aut of affection to his favourite, or that he might 
not teem to derogate from that fupreme authority, 
*hich he claimed to exercife in the government of 
tbc order, as a right with which he was in vetted : 
tod Heredia abufing the new favour done him by 
O 2 the 
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the grand matter, not only negleCted paying into 
the common treasury the refponfions of the many 
commandries he had engrofled ; but alfo, under 
pretence of his poft of lieutenant, kept the refpon- 
fions of other commandries in his hands. If they 
came to be vacant, he got new provifions from the 
pope, and by this violent conduct, bore a defpotiC 
Iway in his order. 

This occafioned a new embafly ; the grand matter 
fent brother Roger de Montaut, a great com- 
mander, and brother Stephen Montaigu to Avig- 
non, to delire the pope’s leave to profecute Here- 
dia, as an ufurper of the eftate and revenues of the 
order. The pope, who did not care to protett his 
injuttice openly, pretended to confent to the grand 
matter’s requeft, and named two cardinals to take 
cognizance of the affair. But thefe under the fpe- 
cious name of judges, aCfced only as mediators; 
and in order to make their own private advantage 
of Heredia’s credit, they prevailed with the ambaf- 
fadors to take up with a flight fatisfa&ion, and give 
over the profccution. The pope fent a gentleman 
of his houfliold to Rhodes, on purpofe to tell the 
grand matter from him, that they would oblige him 
in not giving Heredia any difturbance in his enjoy- 
ment of the dignities he had conferred on him, the 
revenues of which, he faid, that knight employed 
only for the intereft of the church, and the fervice 
of the holy fee. 

The grand matter was forced to connive at an 
abnfe which fo powerful a protestor hindered him 
from correcting. But for fear fuch a pernicious 
example fhould draw as bad confequences after it, 
and to prevent other priors from appropriating to 
themfelves, in imitation of Heredia, the comman- 
dries, or at leatt the refponfions belonging to the 
order within the bounds of their refpeClive priories, 
this wife grand matter convened a general chapter 
at Rhodes, and defignedly chofe for that purpofe a 
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I place that was immediately under the government 

* if the order, that the debates might be cjrried on 
;*kh the greater freedom, and in order that they 
aight take a refolution not to be baffled by other 
potentates. In this chapter particular receivers of 
&dues of the order were appointed in every prU 

and who were accountable only to the com-* 
| son treafury. They made alio, at the fame time, 
Jadecuee, incapacitating the priors from being pro- 
vided with ^any other commandries but fuch as 
4etapofed their priorial court. Seme ferving bro- 
kers having, by their intrigues, got the crois of 
kjMghthood, a regulation was made in the fame 
fW&pter, forbidding the advancement of any ferv- 
fthg brother to that dignity s a regulation agreeable 

* ft that of a great pope, who had very wifely efta- 
/ Mtfoed the diftinttion of thofe two ranks, by a dif- 

* ibfiion of iheir habits ; a decree, which, it were 
fi Ube w iffled, might be ftriftly obferved, for the 
;; fike of the nobility and gentry. 

The grand matter did not long furvive the con- 
dttfion of this chapter. The order loft in him a 
Aid who was very zealous for the maintaining of 
^fifcipline, as. the poor of the ifland did a very cha- 
stable father. It was -obfervable, that during the 
time that the plague infefted that ifland, as well as 
all the eaft, and which was followed by a dreadful 
limine, he immediately employed all his income, . 
and fold afterwards his plate and furniture to 
foppiy the neceiEties of the poor; which juftly 
procured, him the title of almigiver, with which 
die order and all mankind had diftinguifhed him,, 
and in heaven a juft recompence, and the hundred 
fold fo exprefsly promiftd by him whofe proxnifes^ 
are infallible. 

The order elefted for his fucceffbr e . 
brother Raimond fierenger, a native ™ 
of Dauphine, of the language of 1 ** R “ ' 
Provence, commander of Caftel- *3 5* 

O 3 Sarafion, . 
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S irafion, whofc defcent hiftorians derive from the 
Berengers that were fovereigns of Italy, as others 
do from thofe that reigned at Barcelona, and in the 
county of Catalonia. But whatever his family was, 
it is certain that he reflected a new luff re upon is 
by his valour, and the boldnefs of his enterprifes^ 
Some Egyptian corfairsufed frequently to inf^tt the 
confts of Cyprus, and made prizes of all (hips that 
failed in thofe Teas under the ftandard of the crofs. 
The grand matter not only fitted out feveral gallies, 
which gave them chace, but refolved alfo, in con- 
cert with the king of Cyprus, to go and burn them 
even in the port of Alexandria. That prince and ! 
the grand matter made up a fleet of near a hundred 
vefiels of different bulk ; they put land forces on 
board, moft of them drawn from the coatts of 
France, but without being let into the fecret of the 
enterprife they were te be employed in. which was 
communicated to no body but Urban V. who then 
fat in the pontifical chair. 

The fleet being ready to fail, the king and the 
grand matter went on board, followed by a great 
number of knights, and in lefs than five days land- 
ed under the walls of Alexandria. They clapped 
ladders to the walls, and attempted to fcale them*. 
The Alexandrians were ftruck with furprife ; but 
befides a ftrong garrifon, there were fuch an infi- 
nite number of people in that great city, the richcft 
in Egypt, that the walls were in a moment lined 
with foldicrs and inhabitants, that poured dowi* 
lliowers of arrows upon the Chriftians. The be- 
fieged (landing firm on the parapet, with their pikes 
and halbards, dealing great blows about, throw 
down the befiegers, pufh them into the ditch, and 
overwhelm them with ftones of a large fize. New 
affailams fupply the place of the (lain and wound- 
ed, and without being daunted at the death of their 
companions, endeavour to get on the top o# the 
walls; fome are pierced through with arrows, o- 

thers 
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jthers precipitated or overturned with their ladders. 

I The befieged throw boiling oil and fireworks on all 
|&des ; thefc burn the machines of the Chriftians, 
flick to their cloaths, penetrate even to their bodies, 
■forcing the foldiers all in a flame to give over the 
I attack, and throw themfelves into the water for re- 
jlicf. Never was a more furious and bloody attack 
I known ; but in fpite of the horrible image ot death, 
:*hich prefented itfelf on all fldes, the knights of 
jHhodes, animated by their oVrn bravery, and the 
tyand mailer’s intrepid air, renew the attack, clap 
fiheir ladders again to the walls, and mounting over 
Rhe dead bodies of their companions, get up to the 
pp, leap upon the parapet, throw themfelves into 
Replace, and kill all before them. From thence 
the victorious troops fpread themfelves over the ci- 
ty, force into the houfes that are next the ramparts, 
mafiacre hufbands in the arms of their wives, plun- 
der the richeft furniture, and make flaves of all that 
efcape the firft fury of the foldicry.. 

Though the king and grand mailer had loft a* 
boodance of men in the feveral attacks they made, 
tWyet would have been glad to have kept their 
poftand maintained their conqueft. But having 
advice that the fultan was advancing with all the 
forces of Egypt to drive them thence, and feeing 
themfelves in a place that was ftill crouded with an 
infinite number of inhabitants, who had intrenched 
themfelves in the lower town, they refolved to re- 
tire; and putting an ineftimable booty on board 
their own fleet, they fet fire to all the vefiels of the 
infidels that were in the port, and re- embarked with 
their prifoners. The king flood away for Cyprus* 
and the grand mafter for Rhodes, where both of 
them arrived happily. 

The grand mafter having delivered Peter de St. 
George, a nephew or near relation of Urban, put 
of ^ca^tivity among the infidels, would have the 
merit of condu&ing him himfelf to Avignon, but be- 
fore 
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fore he fet out, advice came of 'hat pope’s death. 
Hiftoi ians fay, that juft before he expired, and af- 
ter Having received the facraments of the church, 
he faid, in the prefence of his chamberlain, his con- 
feflor, and feveral cardinals, directing his fpeech to 
them, “ I firmly believe all that the holy catholic 
“ church believes and teaches ; and if I have ever 
<« advanced any thing in any manner whatfoever 
“ different from it, I retract it, and fubmit my- 
«* felf to the determination and cenfure of the 
u church . 

Peter Roger, called cardinal de Beaufort, ne- 
phew to pope Clement VI. fucceeded Urban V. and 
took on him the name of Gregory XL The grand 
mafter was then thinking to abdicate his dignity. 
The intra&ablenefs of moft of the European com- 
manders had obliged him to take this extraordina* 
ry ftep Upon his return from the expedition of 
Alexandria, he was informed by the council, that 
the order could get nothing from the refponfions 
of the weft. This inflexibility equally furprifed and 
affiitted him : in vain did he fend the moft prefiing 
orders ; no anfwer was given to them, but by an 
obftinate filence, which ferved as a fereen to a di- 
rect difobedience. Many of thefe commanders were 
in poffeflion of feveral commandries, and en ploy- 
ed their refponfions and the eftaite of the order, ei- 
ther in pur chafing the favour and protettion of 
princes, or in enriching their own families; and 
fttch as were the leaft irregular among them, when- 

• Prrfentibaw etiam camarano con fc fibre, pluribufque aliis fa- 
niili;ribua fuis, ac aliis muliis notabilibus perfoms, dixit et afcruit 
fe tenere ct credere firmiter, ficque confeflus eft fimpliciter quioquid 
fantfa, cathfdica c. apoftolica tenet, docet at , racdicat ecclefia : et 
ft per prius docendo, legendo, prsedicanda, aut difpu ando, %el alia* 
aliud quovia modo praedicavrra-, vel dixerat totum id revoeavit. vo‘n* 
itque haberi pio non difto, funmittens fe et difta fua hujufmodi cor- 
redtioni et determ inatioi i di£be fanebe matris eccltfise. a q: a affeinit 
fe nur.quim deviate feientsr. Ocfta Urb, 5, apud Rainal. t. 

16. ad. ann. 1370, fail, 25, 
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ver they remitted money to Rhodes, confidered it 
t their own free gift, looking upon their refpon- 
®ns as arbitrary alms and afts of mere liberality. 
Dnfiderable difputes arofe alfo between the langua- 
i of Provence and Italy ; and the principal knights 
thole two languages refufed to fubmit to the 
dgement of the grand mailer. So much difobe- 
nce fi om all parts gave him great uneaiinefs ; 

: as he truly loved his order, he believed, that 
^feother grand mailer, of more capacity and refo* 
,'ktion than himfelf, would make him be more ex- 
lly obeyed, and might reilore an happy corre- 
ondence between the head and members of the 
der. This was the chief motive that made him 
rous to abdicate his dignity : but the pope, who 
4new his merit, would not give his conftnt; and 
;Nftat pontiff, who, to take off fome of the burthen 
'ttom his fhoulders, was for taking cognizance of 
4fce affairs of the order, fummoned a general affem- 
SHy of the principal commanders at Avignon, dif- 
•ffenfing with the grand mailer’s attendance on ac- 
ant of his very great age, defiring him 
ily to fend him an account of fuch regu- 1 373* 
Cions as he judged moil neceflary for the 
flooring .of difeipline. 

They began this affembly with examining into 
Ae difputes between the languages of Provence and 
Italy. The occafion of this diipute arofe from the 
language of Provence’s enjoying, as being the moil 
ancient and fir ft of the order, .the priory of the 
kingdom of Hungary, and thofe of Capua and Bar- 
letta in Italy, with the commandries of St. Stephen, 
Monopoli, Venice, and St. huphemia, which the 
language of Italy demanded back ; infilling likeuife, 
that the priory of Hungary fhould be annexed to 
it by way of equivalent, and to ferve as a balance 
in the chapter to the power of the language of Pro- 
vence, which alone had more voices than two other 
languages. 

As 
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As the language of Provence pleaded 5n its de- 
fence, by virtue of the title of pofTcflion, the pope 
referred the determination of the difpute to the 
cardinals of Spain and Florence, and by their me- 
diation rather than a rigorous decifion, it was a- 
greed, that upon the firft vacancy of the priory of 
Hungary, the grand matter and council fhould col- 
late to it, chufing indifferently out of the two lan- 
guages the perlon they thought moft deferring, and 
that afterwards the two languages fhould nominate 
to it alternately ; that the priories of Capua and 
Barletta, and the commandries of Naples and St. 
Euphemia fhould be annexed to the language of 
Italy, but that St. Stephen, Ettonibbia, Alife, Ve- 
nutia, Monopoli, and their dependencies?, fhould* 
continue, as they were in polfettion of the language 
of Provence. * 

It was enabled in the fame afTembly, purfuant to 
the grand matter's intentions, and the memorial* 
which he had fent to the pope, that no knight* 
fhould enjoy more than one grand commandry, or 
two fmall ones, i. e. fuch as their refponfions didi 
not amount to more than two hundred florins, and*^ 
that ail the refponfions fhould be paid exactly every* 
year, on pain of deprivation of the commandry. ■ 
To thefe they added another regulation, that in the 
vacancy of the grand mafterfhip, when they were!" 
proceeding to the election of one, they fhould r.oti 
chufe the electors out of all the languages, as had.^ 
been prattifed till then, but that very languages 
fhould nominate two deftors As to the fovereign " 
council of the order, a ttatu c was made to deter- 
mine that it fhould not be deemed a full one, un- 
lefs there were prefent in it the eight conventual 
bailiffs, three grand priors, the overfeer of the it** 
firmarv, two of the moft ancient knights of every 
language, over whom the grand matter fhould pre* 
fide ; who, on account of his eminent dignity, was 
to have two votes in all affemblies, as had been con- 

% flantly 
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Sandy pra&ifed till that time; and that this coun- 
cil, when full, Ihould difpofe of all vacant priories 
*nd command ries. 

Thcfe wife regulations, authorifed by the pope’s 
approbation, were fent to Rhodes, and notified to 
4 c whole order. The grand mailer received them 
with a fenfibie fatisfadlion, but death prevented his 
scaping the fruit of them, that be- 
^Dg refer ved to brother Robert de Robert d& 
I'jhjLLiAC, grand prior of France, Julljac. 
kkm the chapter of Rhodes ele£l- 
|*4 in his abfence to be their grand mailer. 

I He was in France refident on his priory, when 
m received the news of his promotion ; 
mm which he immediately fet out for A- 1373. 
IttgBon, where he paid his duty to the pope, 
jile afterwards changed all the receivers on this fide 
Wfcfea, whom he found negligent in the difeharge 
jfftheir office : this was the firil ufe he made of 
[|k authority. His next a£l was an inilance of obe- 
dfettge to the holy fee, taking upon himfelf and his 
the property and defence of the caille and 
town of Smyrna, which the confederate ar- 
taken from the Turks, as we have ihewn 
*#de before. The archbifhop and inhabitants 
l**ing complained to the pope, that Ottobon Ca- 
;*afleo their governor, who was rather a merchant 
a foldier, abandoned them frequently for- the 
|*keof his traffic, to make voyages into Italy, fo 
'Aat the place was left without either garrifon or 
Wvifions, the pope figdified his intentions to the 
*Q*ghts # viz. that they fhould unite Smyrna to the 
° 4 er pofleffions of the order. In vain did the 

S maller reprefent to him, that the fortrefs was 
in the midfl of the Turkifh territories, and 
fuch a diftance from Italy, that in cafe of a fiege 
there was no hopes of a fpeedy . relief ; and that 
Uwwife confiderable fums were neceflary for main- 
the garrifon, which his order was in no 

condition 
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condition to furnifh. The pope afligned only a 
thoufand pounds a year for the defraying of this 
expence, which the treafurer of the order was to 
levy upon the tithes of Cyprus. Moreover, as what 
the grand mailer had reprefented to him about the 
fituation of the town of Smyrna, viz. that it was 
furrounded by the territories of the infidels, was 
the very reafon which had determined him to put 
the defence of it into the hands of the knights, in 
expedition that the Turks might have a ftop pur 
to the progreis of their arms, when they fhould 
have fuch formidable neighbours ; the pontiff or- 
dered the grand mafter and council, under pain of 
excommunication, to throw immediately into Smyr- 
na a fufficient garrifon, that fhould confrft of a 
good number of knights and troops in the fervicc 
and pay of the order. The grand mafter was pre- 
paring to fet out for Rhodes with thefe orders, 
when he received the unwelcome news that divi- 
fions were broke out between the knights of the 
convent, and the council. The knights complain- 
ed, that the council, as well in the nomination 
to the commandries, as in difputes arifing between 
the knights, paid little regard either to the rights 
of feniority or to juftice, but regulated their nomi- 
nations and decifions by the credit which the par- 
ties had in the fociety. *Thc council on their fide 
fent the grand mafter word, that the knights had 
found out a way of eluding all their orders, by con- 
tinually appealing to the holy fee, which entirely 
ruined the difeipline and authority of the govern- 
ment. The grand mafter acquainted the pope with 
thefe reciprocal complaints ; and the pontiff, in or- 
der to favour fome particular knights, iffued out a 
bull, exprefsly annulling all the nominations made 
by the council in the vacancy of the mafterfhipaBd 
abfence of the grand mafter ; but withal he, by the 
fame bull, (after having feverely reprimanded the 
knights that made ufe, as he faid, of appeals, for 
2 no 
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«lo other end but to withdraw themfelves from the 
obedience which .they owed to their fuptriors), or- 
dered the council not to mind fuch appeals for <he 
ifature, requiring all of them to dilpole themf.lves 
Equally for receiving their grand mafter, as their 
lurful (uperior, and one whom he had inverted 
Irith the aportolical authority over them. 

The grand mafter fet out with thefe orders, and 
Arrived happily at Rhodes. His prefence, his affa- 
bility, and the exalt jurtice which he dirtributed 
With impartiality to all his religious, without the 
Jcaft diftin£tion, foon reftored peace and concord 
among them. He then acquainted them with the 
pope’s intentions with refpelt to the defence of 
Smyrna ; and though the principal perfons in the 
council faw plainly, that it was facrificing all thole 
knights whom they put on that fervice, and that it 
would be the fending them to the {laughter, they 
neverthelefs refolved to obey ; nay, a conlidei able 
number of knights generoufly offered to take upon 
theo^ehres an employ in which the danger and glo- 
ry were equally certain. In fait there was no like- 
lihood that the Turkilh emperors, whofe power was 
daily increafing, would fuller the knights to conti- 
n*e peaceable poflefiors of a place, and that too in 
the heart of their dominions, which they had taken 
from them. 

Soliman I. the eldeft fon of Orcbanes, following 
his father’s fteps r had in lefs than two years annex- 
ed the beft part of Thrace to his empire, and made 
hitnfelf mafter of Adrianople and Philippopoli. 
As Amurath 1 . his brother and fucceflor lived 
longer, fo he extended his conquefts much farther. 
The kingdoms of Balgaria, Servia, Bofnia, and 
Theflaly, and the principalities of Epiros, Achaia, 
and Caramania, which had been formed out of the 
ruins of the Greek empire, became the objelt of 
his ambition: and he looked upon the conqueft 
thereof as a means of opening a way to that o£ 
Vol. II. P Conftau 
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Conttantinople. He defeated in battle Cracovilchs 
king of Bulgaria, and had the fame advantage over 
the Defpot of Servia ; he had lately reduced the 
town of Pheres, which was at that time the capital 
of Macedonia. Myfia fell before him ; and the 
emperor John, or Calojohn Paleologus, advancing 
into Romania to flop his progrefs, was entirely 
routed, and it is even faid, that this fultan was vic- 
torious in thirty- fix engagements or battles. 

Yet, as if in all this he had yet undertaken no- 
thing for his glory, he made extraordinary' levies 
of troops in all his territories. So confiderable 
an armament, the marches and countermarches of 
fiich a number of troops, alarmed all his neigh- 
bours, every body (food upon his guard, without 
being able to guels on what fide he would turn his 
arms. 

The grand matter acquainted the pope with all 
thefe motions, and with the reafons which made 
him apprehend that Smyrna, and even Rhodes, 
might he the fecret object of this mighty armament. 
He reprefented to him, at the fame time, that, in 
the expedition of Alexandria, the order had loft 
above a hundred knights, whofe places had not 
been filled up with others ; that the ifle and city of 
Rhodes wanted a fpeedy fuccour, and that he be- 
fbught his holinefs to make immediate provifionfor 
it, for fear of any furprife from the infidels. 

The pope on this occafion convened an aflembly 
of thexhief commanders at Avignon, where it was 
refolved to fend five hundred knights, and as many 
efquires or ferving brothers to Rhodes in the month 
of March following. The priors, purfuant to a 
particular order of the pope, were to name the 
knights of their priory whom they thought in a 
condition to march ; and each knight had the right 
of chufing himfelf the ferving brother that he 
would have to attend him, and thought fitteft for 
his fervice ; which, by the way, is a proof that 
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tbefe ferving brothers were a fort of cfquires to the 
bights, and that every knight at that time had a 
ferving brother appointed to attend his perfon, and 
perform military fervice under his orders. Thelc 
bights and their attendants arrived fafe at Rhodes, 
and the grand mafter and convent were highly plea- 
fed with fo confiderable a recruit* But they had 
aodiipme this year with the Turks, all whole for- 
ces fell -again upon the Bulgarians and Servians. 

^ The order however fuffered more this year from 
is own members than from the infidels. Domcftio 
enemies, and the feeds at it were of rebellion, dart- 
ed up in it, which broke out chiefly in England, 
Caftile, and Portugal. 

Brother Robert d’ Alri prior of England, Sancho* 
de Sumatra prior of Caftile, and Alvarez Gonfalvo 
yiorof Portugal, being cantoned in their priories, 
'iiod being fupported by the monarchs of their re- 
tffe&ive countries, refufed openly to pay their re- 
•fpnfions. The prior of England founded his dif- 
°Micnce upon an injuftice which he pretended the 
mafter had done him, in heftowing a com- 
of Scotland upon a Scotch knight ; where- 
of ’^maintained that it depended on the prior of 
His fovereign, who confidercd Scotland 
33 to antient fief of his crown, not only fupported 
die prior ir\ his difobcdience, but confiscated like- 
wise the revenues of all the commandries which the 
0f dcr had within his dominions. The grand mafter 
c °mplained of thefe violent proceedings to the pope, 
who being informed of die juftice of his nomina- 
tIOn > caufed the proofs of it to be tranfmitted to 
the court of England, and at the fame time threat* 
Jued to excommunicate the prior of that nation, if 
b did not immediately pay his refponfions, and get 
^ fcqueftration taken off the goods of the order, 
which he had procured to be feized. The fear of 
^communication brought him back to his duty, 
well as the prior of Caftile, to whom the like 
P 2 menaces 
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menaces had been intimated from the holy fee. Theft 
fulminations, however terrible they might be, made 
no impreffion on the prior of Portugal; upon which 
the pope, to touch a man to the quick who was to 
be wrought upon by nothing but what concerned 
his intereft, conferred his priory upon brother John 
Fernand, commander of Thouloufe, and cited him 
to appear at Rome, in order to be degraded of the 
dignity of knighthood, and Gripped of the habit 
of the order. The mifchief was, that theft decrees 
of the court of Rome had fcarce any effect with 
regard to temporalities, any farther than the prince 
had a mind to fupport them with his authority; 
and feveral years palled away before this rebellious 
prior returned to his duty. 

This year is affigned for the death of the grand 
mailer de Julliac, who enjoyed that dignity little 
more than two years. He was generally regretted 
on account of his wifdom, prudence, and particu- 
larly the mildnefs of his government. The chap- 
ter and convent of Rhodes chofe for 
John Fer- his fucceffor brother John Ferdinand 
dinand d’Heredia, cadellan of Em pod a, or 
d’Hf.rfdia. grand priorof A rragon, grand prior 
1376. alfo of St. Giles and Cadile, who 
was abfent at that time, he being al- 
ways near the perfon of the popes, in quality of 
governor of Avignon, and the Comtat Venaiflin. 

It will perhaps appear ftrange, after all that hath 
been faid of the conduct of this knight, that the 
order, the principal dignities whereof he had 11- 
furped contrary to all their rules, fhould make fuch 
a choice. But in all probability the ele&ors confi- 
dered that this knight was dill in great credit at the 
court of Avignon, and that he had the like credit 
with mod of the princes of Chridendom, who were 
careful to didinguifh a man of capacity in a pecu- 
liar manner, whofe advice had a great influence in 
the various refolutions and condutt of the pope’s 

court. 
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court. Befides, a mifchievous fpirit of rebellion* 
ariiing from a fordid avarice, having for fome time 
pall infedled feveral of the commanders, it was no 
ill policy in the order to put a man of Heredia’s 
power and authority at their head, in a dignity, 
where the interefls of the. order were no longer to 
be diftinguilhed from hi9 own. 

Whatever the motives were that determined the. 
electors to chufe him their grand mailer, the reader 
perhaps will not be difplcafed to have a little more 
particular account of a "knight, who after having- 
played the tyrant over his order became afterwards 
a tender father, and one of the principal ornaments 
of it. John Ferdinand d ’Heredia was descended 
from one of tht nobleft houfes in Arragon : Blaf- 
co Heredia, his eider brother, was in veiled with 
the dignity of d’eljullitia, or great judiciary; st 
dignity ellablilhed in the kingdom, .to curb the re-, 
gal authority, and hinder the fove reign from abu- 
fing it, contrary to the privileges of the nation. He- 
difcharged fingly that fundlion which the ephori of 
Sparta were formerly intrulled with again!! their, 
kings. This Lord, having for feveral years had no 
children by his wife, to prevent the extinction of 
his family, obliged young Heredia his brother, 
whom we are now fpeaking of, to marry. He had 
only two daughters by that marriage, and his wife 
dying in childbed, his brother, who was Hill fond 
of feeing heirs of his own name, engaged him in a 
fecond alliance, and married him to Donna The-' 
rela Contellia, niece and heirefs to his own wife ; 
fo that all the ellate of thofe two great houfes was 
like to center in young Heredia and his children. 
He had a fon and a daughter by this fecond marri- 
age, and was foon after left a widower by the death 
of his fecond wife ; but his elder brother’s, after: 
many years of barrennefs, having been brought to. 
bed of two fons one after another, he faw himfelf. 

P 3 at. 
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at once left without any eftate, and all his hopes 
blafted. 

In this melancholy fituation, after recommend- 
ing his children to his elder brother, and without 
communicating hisdefign to any body, he embark* 
Cd and failed for Rhodes, where he defired to be ad- 
mitted into the order, and was received by the 
grand m after de Villeneuve as a knight of the lan- 
guage of Arragon. His noble air, his polite : beKai* 
viour, and the courage and bravery whereby he di* 
ftinguifhed himfelf in various engagements again# 
the infidels, foon gained him the efteem and affec- 
tion of the principal kn'ghts. He recommended 
himfelf particularly to the grand mafter by the rOj 
gulariry of his life, and by an adroit and infinuM 
ing temper, which enabled him with cafe to n 
fume any ftiape that might any way contribute m 
his advancement. ^ 

It was ro thefe rare qualities, and the particuttfl 
efteem which the grand mafter had for him, tkdK! 
he was indebted for a faculty commandry (one i# 
the difpofal of which favour was allowed) caHeA 
Alambr >, which he either exchanged afterwards. On 
was promoted from it to that of Villet. And OT 
a great number of the knights, efpecially of ttifl 
old ones, had been killed in the fealado of Aldro 
andria, he rofe gradually from one preferment td 
another, till he came in his turn to be bailiff of I 
Capfa, and afterwards caftellan of Jtmpofta, onfei 
of the principal dignities of the order and the moft 
iconfiderable in Europe, after that of a grand ma- 
fter, as well from its immenfe revenues, as from 
the largenefs of its jurifdittion, and the number 
and quality of its vaffals. 

Fortune, which had hitherto led him as it were 
by the hand, did not defert him in that conjunc- 
ture. The grand priory of Catalonia becoming 
vacant, two candidates prefented themfelves for it, 
th: one, in prejudice of the rights and privileges of 

the 
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the order, got a provifion 10 it from the pope ; the 
other, a knight called Peter Berenger Nicoffa, 
claimed the priory by right of feniority. Nor could 
any doubt be made of his right ; and it was more- 
over the imereft of the order, not to fuffcr the 
knights to turn their views to the court of Rome, 
iniiead of applying themfelves to merit preferments 
by their fervices. But as at Rhodes they were fear- 
ful of offending the pope, the grand mafter and 
council refolved to fend an embaffidor to him. 
The negotiation was futh as required an able, 
fubtle minifter, and one who was of a tradable dif- 
pofition, and could find out a way to preferve the 
rights and privileges of the order, without violating 
the papal authority. The grand mafter fancied, 
that among fo great a number of knights, he had 
diftinguifhed in Heredia all the qualities of an able 
negotiator. He nominated him embaflador to the 
pope, and got his choice approved of by the coun- 
cil. The in ft ruCtions given to the caftellan were, 
that after having complimented the pontiff in the 
name of the grand mafter and the whole body of 
knights, he fhould reprefent to him the injury that 
the order was like to fuffer from his nomination : 
that the greateft part of the knights would find it a 
much fliorter way to arrive at commandries in ob- 
taining them by favour and intrigue, than to wait 
a tedious number of years, and expert them from 
length of time, and a feries of fervices ; that fuch 
protifions would ruin their difeipline entirely; 
that the convent would foon be a defert, and 
the knights, neglecting their refidence at Rhodes, 
and the other duties they were obliged to, would 
apply themfelves entirely either to the court of 
Rome, or to thofe of the princes of Europe. 

The embaflador had orders to infift ftrenuoufly 
on the revocation of the apoftolic brief ; but as 
they were apprehenfive the pope would .{land by 
his nomination, be th 6 confequencc what it would, 
they gave the ambaffador leave to terminate the af- 
fair 
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fair by an accommodation, if he found the leaft 0- 
verture towards one. 

Heredia fet out with thefe inftru&ions, and arrh 
ving at Avignon, in the firft audience that he had 
of the pope, he reprefented to him, with great art 
and eloquence, that though the order paid an ab- 
folute fubmiffion and all due refpedt to his nomina- 
tion, yet it could not help complaining of a provi- 
fion which violated its privileges, and was going to 
deftroy all that had been done in its favour by the 
pontiffs his predeceffors ; that he was commiffion- 
ed to lay at his holinefs’s feet, who was the com- 
mon father of the faithful, the juft remonftrances ol 
a body that was confecrated to the defence of Chri- 
ftianity, but whofe zeal would infallibly cool, if the 
feveral members that compofed it, found that they 
were to be bereaved of the recompence which had 
till then been always annexed to tfeeir.fer vices. The 
pope made anfwer in general terms, importing, that 
he had heard a very good chara&er of the perfori 
he had named to the priory of Catalonia, but (hould 
not be forry if die matter was accommodated in aa 
amicable manner, to the fatisfa&ion of the parties 
concerned, provided it could be done without in* 
fringing the authority of the ho!y fee. The em^ 
baffador faw plainly from hence that there was na 
bringing the pope to repeal the provifion which he 
had granted : he therefore applied himfelf entirely 
to make up the difpute, not forgetting at the fame 
time his own private intereft in the accommodation. 
The two claimants faw him often, and he played his 
cards fo dextroufly, that he brought them to agree 
on dividing the great revenues of the priory which 
he prevailed with the pope to approve. He had hi- 
therto carried on his negotiation agreeably to his 
inftru&ions, and rhe grand matter’s intentions ; but 
he deviated afterwards from both, when he found 
that he might, by devoting himfelf to the court of 
Rome, get the profits of the priory to himfelf. The 

two 
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two pretenders to it being incapacitated by their 
age and infirmities to go in perfon and refide upon 
the priory, he got the ftewardfhip of it from the 
pope. This was the firft ftep he took ; his next 
was to abandon openly the intercfts of his order, 
and without any fenfe of fhame, to get himfelf na- 
med by the pontiff for their fucccflor ; fo that the 
two knights living but a little while after this provi- 
fion, he was the only perfon that reaped any ad- 
vantage from their rivallhip. All Rhodes was pro- 
digioufly furprifcd when they heard after, that their 
cmbafiador, inftead of following his inftru&ions, 
and oppofing thofe nominations of the pope’s, had 
been himfelf a folicitor, when he found an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining them for himfelf. 

There was no poffibility after this of returning 
hi the grand m after ; Heredia was forced to ftay at 
4*1gnon, and adhered entirely to the court of 
l $jfcne. He foon formed himfelf a fecret plan of 
tithe intrigues and politics of that court, and 
coadu&ed himfelf with fuch dexterity, that he had 
afterwards a great hand in the elections and the 
confidence of the popes. 

Jfews being brought Clement VI. that Philip de 
Vafofs king of France, and Edward 111. king of 
England, were on the point of entering into war a- 
gainft one another, made choice of Heredia as a fit 
perfon to be fent to thofe two princes to perform 
m his name the office of a mediator between them. 
Phis knight, whofe courage equalled his capacity, 
forefeeing that a bloody battle would infallibly be 
fought between them, got a permiflion from the 
pope to declare himfelf againft either of the princes 
that fhould decline the mediation of the holy fee. 
As reward had been the aggreflor, he went firft to 
bis camp, and gave him an account of his comif- 
bon. He would fain have engaged him to a fir pen- 
lion of arms; but he found the Englifli prince fo 
dated with fome advantages that he had already ob- 
tained. 
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taincd, that he could not prevail with him. When 
he faw that he rejected all propofols of peace with 
difdain, and even flighted Ivs offers of mediation, 
the haughty Spaniard, provoked with the little de- 
ference fhewn to his character, declared to him, 
that as his commiflion was at an end, by reafon of 
his obftinucy in rejecting it, he would go and fight 
under the banners of the king of France. He ac- 
quainted him at the fame time with the permiffion 
he had from the pope, ,and thereupon took leave of 
that prince, and threw himfelf into the French ar- 
my, which was not long before it came to an en- 
gagement with the Englifli. 

The unfortu ate fuccefs of that day is but too 
well known ; the battle* was fought near 

1346. Crecy in Ponthieu. The French loft it by 
the treachery of fomc of their command- 
ers, and by the precipitation of others. Philip 
{hewed more valour than conduit in the altion ; he 
was one of the Lift that ftaid in the field, and he 
{till fo ight ir out tho’ he hid bur fixty horfemen 
cavaliers left about him ; but his own horfie being 
killed under him, he would infallibly have been ta- 
ken by the enemy, had not Heredia leapt imme- 
diately off his own, and prefen ted him to that 
prince, who retired out of the field along with him. 

Thecaftellan feeing a body of foot that (till kept 
on fighting, put himfelf at their head, and difputed 
the victory for fome time with the Englifli. But 
thefe battalions being at Lift overpowered by the 
victorious army, he was forced to take his fate in 
the general route; and as he was grievoufly wound- 
ed, it was with great difficulty that he got off, 
and came up with the fcattered remains of the 
French army 

Whilft he lay under cure for four great wounds 
he had received in the battle, he was informed that 
they threw reflections on his conduit in the Englifli 
camp ; and that fome officers of that nation laid* 

that 
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that he being inverted with the character of ari cm- 
baFador, could noc fight on the French fide with- 
out violating the law of nations. The knight, as 
foon as he was cured, fent an herald into their 
camp to challenge any one who ihould blemifh 
his conduft ; and in all probability a private duel 
vould have enfued, had not the king of England 
whofe leave was afked for that purpofe, done him 
jnftice, by declaring that he had notified to him be- 
fore the battle, the permiffion which the pope had 
given him at the bottom of his inftru&ions, of 
fighting againft either of the princes who fhould re- 
jc&the conditions of peace which he was commif- 
'fioned to propofe. He afterwards fet a negotiation 
: <tt foot again, as they pretend; and it is to him 
that hiftorians aferibe a truce which the two kings 
; *pccd to for a year. 

But be that matter as it will, he had the fatisfac- 
twn. at his return to Avignon, of feeing the pope 
pfcafed with his conduct ; and Innocent VI. fue- 
ling to Clement VI. Heredia's fortune became 
^more illuftrious under the pontificate of a pope, 
Wwhom, as he had ever been a particular friend, 
kthen became his minifter and confident. 

innocent, as the firft marks of his favour, de- 
c fered him governor of Avignon and the Comte 
Vcnaiffin ; and as if his favourite’s fortune engrof- 
fcd all his thoughts, he feemed entirely taken up 
*ith providing for his advancement. He was daily 
leaping uew benefits upon him he was the chan- 
nel through which all his favours were conveyed ; 
the greateft princes ftrove eagerly to gain his friend- 
ship, and he {hared the power of the keys with his 
mailer ; or rather, the pope had the bare title, 
*hilft his minifter enjoyed all the authority of 
them. 

By means of this boundlefs credit he amafled im- 
menfe riches, part of which he employed in the 
Settlement of his children whom he had left in Ar- 

ragon. 
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ragon. And to prevent the imputation of bei 
ungrateful to his benefactor, and provide at t 
fame time for the fecurity of the pope and all 1 
court, he was at the expence of building ftrd 
walls about the town of Avignon, fortifying tm 
at proper diitances with towers, which fecuredi 
place againft a furprife, and put it in a condita 
of defence. The pope, delighted with thefe;gfl 
and diftinguiihing expreffions of his acknowledg 
meats, plundered, as we may fay, the order of I 
two great priories of Caftile and St. Giles, toed 
fer them upon his favourite, contrary to all | 
rules and privileges of that religious fociety, anifij 
contempt of the important fervices which the Ofl 
was doing continually to the chriftian world, bji 
brave refiftance they made againft -the infidels fd 

The death of this pope, who was fucceededtj 
mediately by Urban V. and afterwards by Git 
ry XI. was the occafion of his lofing part of hi$1 
dit, though his ambition continued as violet^ 
ever ; and the grand mailer Julliac being git 
very old, he confidered that dignity as an haO< 
able afylum again!! the infults of fortune and* 
difgraces of the court. He took his meafureft 
it in. good tithe > his friends at the court of iW 
non exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly in his favoi 
moil of the European princes engaged in bis hi 
reft, and recommended him to the knights d 
were born their fubje&s: fo that upon Julliac^slj 
ceafe, the convent, however difpleafed u his cd 
duCl, was under a fort of neceffity to chufe himw 
their grand mailer. 1 

Heredia, as foon as he received the news of W 
cleClion, prepared to fet out for Rhodes ; but I 

* Re’tilere etiam nobilem o&oriam hpfpitalarii equates dc Tw 
cis in Gracia, quamvis longc numero imp ares : invetti enimquawj 
tantum trirem.bus atque oneraria, viginti novnro birbarorutn nava 
duni in cas vicinorum agrorum prsedas inferebant, intercepere, Ut iu« 
yat Matthaus Villanus. Rain, ad ann. 1359. num. 15. 
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he had a mind to make his appearance there with 
forces that might keep up his reputation, and juf- 
tify the choice of the order, he fitted out, at his 
own expence, nine gallies, befides other veffds of 
different bulk, on board of which he embarked a 
great number of volunteer?, whom he took into 
his pay. He was ready to fet fail, when he found 
himielf obliged to delay his departure at the requeft 
of pope Gregory XI. who had juft before been 
chofen fucceffor to Urban, and was for making ufe 
of him and his fleet on a great defign which he had 
for fome time revolved in his thoughts, and then 
thought fit to put in execution. 

Near feventy years had paflSd, as we have feen, 
fince the holy fee had been tranflated to Avignon 
by pope Clement V. During this long abfence, 
though the popes pretended to be fovereigns of 
Rome, that capital of the world was then governed 
by a magiftrate, who took the title of fenator *, 
and by twelve other citizens, who Were called ban- 
nerets, from the different banners which they fet 
up to diftinguilh themfelves in their fcveral quar- 
ters. Their defign as they endeavoured to periuade 
the Romans, was to fet up the old commonwealth 
again in Rome ; but what they then called Romans 
were very different from thofe illuftrious republi- 
cans, fo renowned for" the greatnefs of their fenti- 
ments, as well as for their Angular valour, which 
had made them maftei s of a great part of the uni- 
verfe. Thefe laft Romans were only a confufed 
medlay, and a miferable remnant of the Heruli, 
Goths, Lombards, and other barbarians, who in 
the precedent ages had over-run Italy. From the 
time that Rome was become the capital of the popes, 
the greatnefs of foul of the old Romans, their aw- 
ful love of liberty, their valour and intrepidity, 

* Gloffaire de Dacange, t. j. p. 796. 
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were degenerated into the narrow ambition of at- 
taining the firft dignities of the church. 

The Rudy of the laws was the only way to fuck 
preferments. Rome, peopled, as it were, with ec- 
clefiaRics, was fcarce ever free from cabals : thefc 
divifions occafloned their weaknefs ; and the inha- 
bitants of new Rome had fcarce any thing of the 
Romans but the bare name. Befides, that great 
city, flnee the popes had quitted it, was little more 
than a country place, and that golden Rream, which 
before ufed to flow in from all the Rates of Chrif- 
tendom, had been turned into another channel, 
and ran direftly into the pope’s court. Moft of the 
other places of St. Peter’s patrimony were either 
feized on by petty tyrants, or elfe, under the fpecious 
pretences of liberty, had entered into an alliance 
with the Florentines, who were then making war 
upon the pope himfelf, and ravaging the Campag- 
na di Roma. 

Gregory XI. had employed the arms of the 
church, againft them; they had been publicly ex- 
communicated by a folemn bull ; and as they did 
not feetn much affected with it, the pope had feat 
an, army into Italy under the command of Cardinal 
Robert of Geneva, as legate of the holy fee. But the 
pontiff not meeting with all the fuccefs he expos- 
ed, had again recourfe to fpiritual arms ; and to 
make them cut the deeper, he had fharpened them 
as it were after a new and extraordinary manner. He 
not only aggravated the former excommunication, 
thundered out againft the Florentines, but he in- 
volved in it all the faithful that fliould hold anv 
commerce with them, or fupply them with gold, 
lilver, corn, wine, provifions, wool, cloth, and even 
with wood to burn : and moreover, fays the pope, 
«* we confifcate all the effefls of the Florentines, 
* and* enjoin every body to attack them, to feize 
“ their perfons, to make them .Haves, and reduce 

them to a ftate of fervityde.” 

This 
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This bull had all the effeft that the avarice of 
men, animated by the pious credulity of thofe times, 
could expert from it. Every body made it a merit 
to perfecute thefe poor excommunicated people, and 
to feize their effe&s wherever they could discover 
them. The commerce of the Florentines, in which 
their main flrength lay, was entirely ruined ; their 
debtors refufed even to pay them ; and in foreign 
countries, particularly in England, feveral of their 
mefthants were arrefted by the king’s orders, and 
made flaves. 

The Florentines laid down their arms, and fent 
tthbafladors to the pope to bring him to temper ; 
but not being able to obtain a repeal of this terrible 
bull, they had recourfe to St. Catharine of Sienna, 
a nun of the order of St. Dominic, famous over 
ah Italy for her piety, and efpecially for fome re- 
velations and intimate communications with heaven, 
which fhe took care to publifh, {hough it muft be 
owned they are a little extraordinary. 

The fhe-faint, at the requeft of the Florentines 
liter neighbours, embarked for Provence, and ar- 
rived fa fe at Avignon. She faw the pope, and in 
an audience fhe had of him, made him fuch warm 
kftances in behalf of the Florentines, that fhe ob- 
tained the repealing of his bull, though the pontiff 
had told her, that fhe would find herfclf deluded 
by thofe merchants. This was not the only im- 
portant commifilon fhe had taken : The Romans, 
deprived of the profit they u fed to reap from the 
refidence of the popes and cardinals, and the con- 
tinual concourfe of fo many flrangers as had bufi- 
nefs at the pope’s court, had fecretly fent deputies 
to Avignon, conjuring the pope to return to the 
capital of the chriftian world* To determine him- 
to do fo, they made proteftations of acknowledg- 
ing him for their fovereign, and preferving an in- 
violable fidelity to him and his lucceflors. bt. Ca- 
therine employed all her credit to fecond their re- 
Qjl queft, 
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queft, (he reprefented to the pope, that bis prefence 
would quiet all the troubles of Italy, and that by 
fixing the holy fee again at Rome, he would like- 
wife fix again its authority in all the places that had 
been feized upon by ufurpers. 

Peter, infant of Arragon, a Francifcan friar, 
and St. Bridget, prefied him likewife to return to 
his church; but what abfolutely determined the 
pope to quit Provence and return to Rome, was the 
advice he received by an exprefs from the cardinal 
of St. Peter, who was then refident at Rome as his 
vicegerent, that the Romans, if he did not return 
fpeedily, had refolved to cleft another pope, and 
had even made fure of the abbot of Mont Caffin, a 
monk not over fcrupulous, who, without being 
ftartled at the guilt that is infeparable from fchifin, 
had agreed with them to aft the infamous part of 
an anti'pope. 

Gregory, terrified at a projeft which was going 
to raife a competitor for his dignity, refolved to 
prevent fucli a misfortune by a fpeedy return into 
Italy. His own father and mother, William count 
of Beaufort and his wife, who were ftill living, and 
who indeed furvived him, ufed the moft tender in- 
treaties, but all in vain, to keep him in Provence. 
King Charles V. * likewife forefeeing the fatal 
confequences that this precipitate journey would 
occafion to the church, wrote to him in the moft 
preffing terms, in order to divert him from k. 
* 4 You are going, holy father/* fays that prince to 
him, u into a country where you are but very little 
•* beloved ; if you die there, as is probable £• 
€i nough you will, the Romans will get all the car- 
if dinals into their power ; and to prevent the court 
u of Rome’s returning to Avignon, will force them 
“ by dint of arms to eleft an Italian pope.” . 

But notwithftanding all the preffing inftances of 

• Qutfta vita Gregorii XI. p, 481. 
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that prince, and of mod of the cardinals who plied 
him with reprelentations of the fed irious and mutt* 
nous temper of the people of Rome, the pope was 
inflexible, being prepoffeffed with the remonftrances 
and advice of St. Catherine, and the other devout 
perfons abovementioned. He left Avignon and 
went to embark at Marfeilles on board the gallies 
of the order, which were commanded by the new 
grand matter Heredia in perlon, who had with 
hhn the priors of bt. Giles, England and Rome, 
and a confiderable number of the knights and com- 
manders of the order. 

Peter Amelio, bifhop of benigallia, who was in 
this voyage, has given us an exaft relation and 
journal of it, which Abraham Bzovius has taken 
care to preferve. That prelate reprefents the grand 
mafter with a large white beard, holding the rud- 
der of the pope’s galley, and furrounded with all 
his knights. The fame hittorian too acquaints us, 
that this little fleet being difperfed by a ftorm off 
of the coaft of Provence, the grand mafter by his 
resolution and flrill in the art or navigation, battled 
Ac violence of the winds, and brought the pope 
fife into the port of Oftia. 

The pontiff, before he made his entry into Rome, 
got from them, for his own fecurity, and purfuant 
to the promifes made by the magiftrates, a declara- 
tion, wherein they, in the name of the people of 
Rome, acknowledged him for (overeign or the city, 
and all the territory belonging to it. He was after- 
wards received there in great folemnity vrith all his 
court ; the grand mafter going immediately before 
hisholinefs, carrying the ftandard of the church. 
The magiftrates, with a crowd of people at their 
heels, proclaimed the general joy with loud accla- 
mations ; but it was loon found that there was more 
Ihew and pomp in thefe outward fubmiflions than 
fidelity and real obedience 5 and that the fenator 
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and bannerets would not eafily give up the authc 
ty they had ufurped. 

The grand mafter having acquitted himfelf 
fo much honour in convoying the pope, took 
leave, went with all his knights on board the : 
and let fail tor Rhodes, where all the convent : i | 

J >e£ted him with great impatience. As he was : 
uing his courfe, he met off of the coaft of 
a fleet of Venetians, who were then in war _ 
the Turks : thofe barbarians had a little befor 
ken the town of Patras, fo famous for its filk i 
from that republic. The Venetian general cc 
on board the grand matter's galley to pay hii 
compliments, as he knew his valour and cap 
in the art of war, he conjured him in the nan 
his republic, and for the common good of 
ttendom, to confent to join their forces for : 
vering a place of that importance out of the 
of the infidels Tho* affairs of great confequ^ 
required the grand matter’s prefence at Rhc 
whither he was going to take pofftflion of his < 
nity ; yet his courage prevailed over his int 
and he embraced with joy an occafion of fignalra 
his warlike talents againtt the eternal enemies of^ 
order. The two fleets joined, and landing tl 
troops, they marched ftraight to Patras, a tows 
tuated on an eminence, about a quarter of a leag 
dittance from the fea. 

As the place had but few fortifications, and to 
up a gr at compafs of ground, the grand maft 
tried to take it by fealado j ladders were laid agaiii 
thofe places in the walls that were almott ruina 
and he took it without any great refiftance. Th 
governor had reierved his gairifon for the defend 
of the cattle, into which he retired along with it| 
The cattle was feated in the higheft part of th 
town, and wanted none of the fortifications whtil 
art had at that time invented to render it impre; 
•able. 
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It was necefiary to befiege it in a regular manner ; 
the attacks were (mart and vigorous, and the de- 
fence was as brave. The order loft feveral knights 
ofdiftindtion ; but at laft the machines made ufe of 
in thofe times, having made a breach, the grand 
matter, impatient of (o long a rcfiftance, takes a lad- 
der, claps it to the breach, mounts up firft, fword 
in hand, and without minding whether he was fol- 
lowed or no, throws himfelf into the place. The 
governor, on his fide, oppofes his progrefs with 
great courage ; a fort of duel enfues between them, 
till the Chriftian, more expert, or elfc ftrongcr than 
the infidel, runs him through, kills him, cuts off 
Us head, whilft his knights, uncertain of his fate, 
mount up the breach in crowds to his fuccour, bear 
down all before them, and breaking into the place 
put the garrifon to the fword 
The grand mafter ftuftied with this good fuccefi, 
and invigorated by the interefted praifes of the Ve- 
nedan general, took up a refolution to extend his 
conquefts over all the Morea. Corinth was the firft 
place to be attacked ; it was refolved in *a council 
of war, to take it from the infidels, and the chri- 
ftian army advanced into the territory about it to 
beSegc it. The grand mafter, however, before he 
fir down before the place, had a mind to view the 
filiation and condition of it himfelf. But as the 
convoy he took with him was weak, he fell unhap- 
pily into an ambufeade ; the Turks cut his fmali 
corps in pieces and took him prifoner. The infi- 
dels thought they had only taken a private knight 5 
but fome deferters difeovering his quality to them, 
they fent him to the caftle of Corinth, where they 
kept him under a ftridt guard. 

The grand priors of fct. Giles, England, and 
Rome, who had followed him in this expedition, 
offered, with the V enetian genera’s confent, to give 
Patras for his ranfom ; but the Turks rejecting the 
propofal, returned a paoud anfwer, that being ma- 
tters 


Digitized by Google 



1 88 


HISTORY OF THE 


fters of the Morea, they knew how to recover thq 
place in lefs time fhan the- Cbriftians had employe^ 
in reducing it. The knights, inconfolable for ’tKjj 
reproach they might lie under of having left tra 
grand matter behind them in the hands of the fcfe 
dels, offered, befides Patras, a very confider4H| 
fum, and the three grand priors in hottage. to He 
kept till the whole was paid. 

The Turks feemed to come into this laft pr 
fal ; but when they acquainted the grand ma 
with it, he generoufly oppofed it, and would nc 
confent that the three grand priors fhould be 
into the infidels hands as hoftages on his acc 
faying, Let me alone, my dear brethren, ft! 

“ an ufelefs old man, that cannot live much 
f< er, to die in prifon : and do you that are yc 
u er referve yourfelves to be ferviceable to the^ 

“ der.” In vain did his knights, who had 
leave to fee him, labour by their prayers and 
to gain his confent for this exchange ; not 
could (hake his refolution. He would not cvei 
low his ranfom to be paid out of the treafur 
the order: “ If it muft be paid faid he, my j 
“ ly hath received ettate enough from me to i 
M this proof of their gratitude.” The Turks,^ 
gat'd lefs of fo noble a generofity, fent him into! 
mountains of Albania, to oblige him to be the j 
expeditious in paying his ranfom. He was the&j 
fhut up in a clofe prifon, and inftead of enjoym|’ 
hts new dignity at Rhodes, he was kept above th&c 
year* in a rigorous flavery, where he had time di* 
nough to make ferious reflections on the litde fbH* 
dityof human grandeur. 

During his captivity a furious fchifm Jbroke opt, 
which diftra&ed the church for above fifty years 
afterwards ; the order of St. John having the mb- 
fortune to be involved in it, as well as all the Rates 
and other orders of Chriftendom. We have feen 
how pope Gregory XI. prevailed upon, by the pro- 

mifes 
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mifes and pretended fubmiffions of the Romans, 
r §nd feduced, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
%y the confidence he had in St. Catherine’s predic- 
tions, had quitted Provence, and fixed his refidence 
M Rome, the natural feat of all the fovereign pon- 


But he had not continued long there, before he 
had the mortification to find, that the fpirit of re- 
bellion was Rill reigning in that city ; and the ma- 
r^ftrates, in contempt of the moft folemn oaths, 
Liar from paying the obedience which they owed 
had refumed their firft authority, and perpe- 
ted themfelves in the government. The juft 
ifon he had to fear, left after his death thefe mu- 
eers lhould tyrannize over the conclave, and 
ce it to eieeft whom they pleafed for his fuccefior, 
ie him take the refolution of returning to Avig- 
But beiDg feized with a fudden illnefs which 
ried him off, a little before he died, holding the 
Ay facrament in his hands, he conjured all the 
dinals, who afllfted him in thofe his laft mo- 
ats, to chufe that perfon for his fucceffor whom 
j fhould find moft worthy of that great dignity. 

5 cautioned them againft giving, credit to certain 
fkrfons of both fexes, who, under colour of pre- 
sided revelations, propofed their own vifions as a 
role of conduct to be obferved in the government 
tf the church ; which, by the too great confidence 
Ik had therein, joined with the fedttious. temper of 
the Romans, was going to expofe the chm ch to the 
danger of a terrible fchifm, if the Saviour of the 
world did not of his infinite goodneis interpofe to 
preferve his fpoufe from it *. 

It is plain whom the holy pontiff meant in this 
difeourfe : and his apprehenfions were unhappily 


* Qu'a per tales ip r ? fcdrftus, dimiflT) fuorum r&tionabili confili* 
fc traxerat, et ecclefiam in difcrimen fchifmatis imminenlns, ntfi m»- 
fcricorditer provideret fponfus Jefus. Geifon, exam. do£t. part 2 * 
Wading, ann. minor. 1. 4. 
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juftified by the event, and proved truer than th 
predi&ions and prophecies which had impofed oi 
him. For, as foon as his eyes wen 
1378. clofed, the bannerets and magiftrate 
March 27, of the city, for fear a new pope fhouh 
tranflate the holy fee to Avignon, re 
folved to oppofe the election of a French cardinal 
and to force the members of the conclave to chui! 
a Roman, or at leaft an Italian, for pope. 

With this view they feized and put guards at th( 
gates of the city, as in a garrifbn and time of war, 
for fear the cardinals fhouid get out unknown tc 
them, and retire to fome city of Italy, where 
might proceed with freedom in the ele&ion of'i 
pope. ; . 

This fedrtious gang drove afterwards out M 
Rome all well deligning perfons, and fuch as ccrtilil 
oppofe the violence they were offering to the car- 
dinals ; and then let in a company of banditti 
peafants of the neighbouring mountains, a favagfc 
let of men, whom they fupplied with arms, 
who running over all quarters of the city, thrift* 
ened a general maffacre if they did not chufe a Ro- 
man, or at leaft an Italian, for pope. Romano-lo 
volemo, 6 al manco Italiano, was the cry of tbdfo 
furious wretches, to whom the dregs of the people 
joined themfelves, and to which they were fecretly 
inftigated by the magiftrates. 

The diforder did not end with this tumult ; for 
when the cardinals, after the ten firft days employ- 
ed about the funeral of the deceafed pope were paf* 
fed, prepared to go into the conclave ; the feditious 
feized on the doors, and declared, that if they re* 
folved to chufe a foreign cardinal for pope, “ they 
4i would make their heads redder than their hats*;" 
and to haften the ele&ion of an Italian, the moft 
furiops among them piled up faggots of vine twigs 


* FroifTart, t. 2. cb. 12. 
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and ftraw, under the place where the cardinals were 
ifembled, as if they were ready to fet it on fire. 
Others ftruck againft the floor with pikes and hal- 
Krts; and, in order to force them to comply, they 
ptfented death before them in feveral fhapes; all 
them equally frightful and terrible. 

| The cardinals, fays an hiitorian of that time, 

I y rather to be ranked in the number of the 
brs than that of the martyrs, did, to fave 
>wn lives, and pacify thefe furious wretches, 
:o name an Italian for pope. But before they 
ded to an election fo vifibly extorted from 
5y violence, the foreign cardinals, and even 
)f the Italians, made a proteft before public 
es, that the ele&ion was extorted from them, 
at they did it only to avoid an immediate death ; 
tat when they fhould be free, and in a place 
ety, they would proceed to a new and more 
ical election. They afterwards named for 
Bartholomew Prignano, a Neapolitan, arch- 
) of Bari. They made fo unexpected a choice, 
pes that this prelate, who was looked upon as 
_ loft learned man in all Italy in canon law, and 
*|$'1ikewife an eye-witnefs of the violence offered 
would not make ufe of it to maintain him- 
&tm a dignity to which he had not been raifed 
according to the rules of the church. Some hifto- 
tUte go fo far as to fay, that when he faw the vio- 
lence ufed againft the cardinals, not imagining that 
lie fttould reap the benefit of it himfelf, he faid to 
one of his friends, who was then with him in bt. 
Peter’s church, u that he would never acknowledge 
w any one for pope, whom the cardinals fhould be 
n forced to chufe with daggers at their throats. ” 
But when thofe princes of the church had fent 
to fetch him, in order to notify his election to him, 
he received the news at firft with great furprife : 
but thefe firft fentiment 9 foon made way for thofe 
•f joy ; and ambition made him readily give his 

confent. 
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confent. In vain did tht cardinals, ‘after this for- 
ced election, folicit him. to leave Rome, under pre- 
tence, as they faid, of ratifying his nomination in 
a free place ; the ambitious Neapolitan, far from 
giviqg into the fnare, declared that»he looked upon 
his ele&ion as lawful and regular, and to hinder 
the cardinals from repeating it, had rccourfe to (c- 
dition ; and made ufe of it to keep them in Rome, 
notwithstanding all their endeavours to leave it. 
They were forced by a new violence to affift in per- 
fon at his taking pofieftion of the pontifical chair, 
and the ceremony of his coronation, when he took 
the name of Urban VI. 

This was not all he exacted of the cardinals * ; 
he obliged them to write letters to the principal po- 
tentates of Chriftendom, to certify that his eleflion 
was free and canonical. The cardinals, who faw 
thcmfelves every day, as it were, in a ftate between life 
and death, to fatisfy a man whom they confidered 
as their tyrant, figned whatever he required of 
them, but gave private notice at the fame time to 
feveral princes, particularly to Charles V. king of 
France, that they fhould not mind what they wrote, 
fo long as they were in Rome. Their defign was 
to get out of town, and they got leave at Taft on 
pretence of the great heat. But inftead of retiring 
to their refpe&ive country houfes, moft of the fo- 
reign cardinals that were ia Italy went by concert 
to Anagni, from whence they wrote to the king of 
France, and all the princes of Chriftendom, to in- 
form them of the violent manner in which they had 
been forced to put the archbifhop of Bari in the, 
chair of St. Peter, tranfmitting at the fame time an, 
exadt account of all that had pafled at Rome fince 
the death of Gregory XI. with authentick copies of, 
their protefts. They wrote likewife to the new pope, 
representing to him, that nobody was better ac* 

• JXheod. de Nitm. 

I quainted 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 193 

quainted than himftlf with the defers of his elec- 
tion ; that being an eye-wimefs of the violences of- 
fered them, he could not but be fenlible that he 
was no true pope ; and they conjured him, in the 
moil prefling terms, generoufly to quit a dignity, 
which he could not keep any longer, without ex- 
pofing the church by his ambition to the terrible 
calamities of fchifm, for which he would be ac- 
coumable to the divine juftice. 

Urban rejected their exhortation and entreaties 
with difdain, a*d treated them as rebels and fchif- 
matics. He feemed afterwards to be a little molli- 
fied, and to bring them back to his court, offered 
them a general pardon, which the event {hewed 
would have been ill obferved, had ihcy differed 
themfelves to be impofed on by his promiles. The 
cardinals, from a principle of conlcience, as we 
may fuppofe, retired to Fondi, a drong place in 
the kingdom of Naples ; and for their fecuriiy. 
got a guard of foreign troops, Gafcoons and Bre- 
tons, which Gregory XI. had taken into his fer- 
vice for the defence of St. Peter’s patrimony. 
*Twas in this town that they proceeded anew to 
the electing of a pope, and after {hutting themfelves 
up in a conclave, cardinal Robert of Geneva, bro- 
ther to A me count of Geneva was at the firlt fcru- 
tiny ele&ed by the unanimous voices of a majority 
of the college of cardinals, and was afterwards 
crowned by the name of Clement VII. 

The two popes foon made the fchifm notorious 
-hv the anathema’s which they thundered out reci- 
procally againft one another, and againft .all that 
followed tbe oppofite party. AJl the princes of 
Chriftendom were divided on one fide or other in 
this famous difpute, [fome adhering to Urban, 
and others owning the authority of Clement. Nor 
were there wanting on either fide famous univer- 
fities, eminent divines, learned canoifis. and even 
perfons of great fandtiiy, famous, as is pretended, ( 
Vol.II. R for 
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for their gift of miracles, to declare in favour of 
the.appofite parties, as if God Almighty were not 
wiljing it fhould be known which of the two was 
the lawful pope. 

This fpirit of divifion fpread itfelf into the order 
of St. John and infedtcd the knights : the grand, 
mafter Heredia being ranfomed by his own family 
out of the hands of the infidels, and all the con- 
vent of Rhodes declared in favour of Clement *, 
and the languages of Italy and England, with feve- 
ral commanders of Germany, acknowledged Urban. 
This pope, to have his revenge againft the grand 
matter, declared that he had forfeited his dignity; 
and not being able to prevail with the convent to 
cleft another in his ftead, he named brother Ri- 
chard Coracciolo prior of Capua for grand matter 
by his own authority. Thus were there at the fame 
time two grand matters in the order, as therd were 
two popes in the church. But excepting Italy and 
England, and fome commanders in Germany, as 
we faid before, all the reft of the order adhered 
inviolably to the authority of Clement, and conti- 
nued fubjeft to the government of Heredia. 

This grand matter, who was formerly grafping 
fo much at riches and honours, had, whiift he was 
in captivity among the infidels, time enough to re- 
flect on the vanity of all human grandeur. Ad- 
verftty, a fevere but ufeful miftrtfs, returned him 
back te his order, a difinterefted and modeft man, 
full of zeal, over-aftuated by the fpirit of his pro- 
feffion, ftrift as to his own conduft, and without 
any view but the good of his order, the mainte- 
nance of difeipline, and *his own fatisfaftion. 


* Rhodiotnm pari ter equi.um magifter fcirfmatis, laqneis (e ir«- 
tilt, ut querhur Urbanus, qui ob earn rem vt&igilia quae in Germania 
Rhodio magi^ro pendebantir, pontificio fifeo inferri juflit. Rain, ad 
ann. X387, num. jo. 

During 
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During his captivity, and a year before he was 
ranfomed, brother Bertrand de FJotte, a 
grand commander, and the grand ma- 1380. 
fter’s lieutenant, had held a general chap- 
ter at Rhodes, in which fevcral regulations were 
made, which would have been ufeful, if there had 
been authority enough in the government to enforce 
the obfervance of them. It was there enabled, that 
the epilations which the grand matter and council 
Should make of the commandoes of Europe, (hould 
be received with fubmiflion, notwithttanding the 
pretenfions of fome priors who had affumed to 
themfelves a right of naming to.thofe commandfies 
that fell vacant within their priories ; that the great 
eftate which compofed the commandry of Cyprus 
fliould be divided into feven portions and feven 
commandries, and that the firtt of the ftven parts 
ftould go by the name of great commandry, with the 
Eight and title of grand crofs ; and that the other 
fix (hould devolve upon the knights according to 
their feniority, and be fubjett to the jurifdi&ioft 
of the grand commander ; that the commander of 
Ihe ifle of Coos or Langos fliould be obliged to 
maintain twenty-five knights, and every knight of 
the order (hould be bound to keep an horfe and 
his equipage, exercife himfelf in (hooting with & 
troiS'bow, and be always in a readinefs to march 
**pon the orders of his fuperiors ; and if he failed, 
fliould be deprived of the allowance and penflon 
that he received from the treafury. 

To thefe regulations feveral articles were added, 
plating to the conduct of the grand matters, to ob- 
lige them to ft ttridt rdrdcnce at Rhodes. It had 
been enabled, that they (hould not confer any dig- 
n,l h nor give away any commandry out of the 
convent : and to prevent an abufe which was in- 
Jyoduced infenfibly by the grand matters, who fol- 
fleited at the court of Rome, to be cafed of tht 
burthen of their dignity ; a ftatute was made, that 
R z when 
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when a grand matter was worn out with years,' qr 
on account of his infirmities had a mind to abdicate 
the grand m after fh ip, he fhould not be allowed to 
relign it, unlefs he did it to the general chapter or 
the convent at the head of the order, who had the 
foie right of providing him a fucceflor. 

The grand matter, having in the mean time paid 
his ranlom, came to Rhodes, where he took pof* 
feilion of his dignity and government. He there- 
upon caufed an eftimate to be laid before 
1381. him of the revenues of the order and the 
ftatp of the treafury : two things very ne- 
ceflary for the prefervation and defence of the ides 
and places belonging to the order in the Mediter- 
ranean fea, and on the coafts adjoining ; and he 
was very fentibly afflidted, when he found that in 
the time of his captivity a dcftru&ive anarchy had, 
by the favour of the fchifm, crept into the order, 
and that moft of the knights, efpecially the priors 
and commanders, had made themfelves indepen- 
dent, and a<fted as they faw fit, without any regard 
to th ir obligations. Some of them paid no de- 
ference to tne orders of the council, any further 
than they found cheir own prefent intereft pro- 
moted by them. Thofe of the North fcarce kept 
up any correfpondence at all with the convent ; 
they did not make good their refponfions, or elfe 
paid but a very fmall part of them ; and as the or- 
d.r was obliged to furnifh fuhfiftence and pay to 
the ioldiers that* were in garrifon in the fortrefles 
belonging to the knights, they had been forced to 
borrow confiderable fums, the bare intereft of 
which fwallowed up all the revenues they could 
draw from Rhodes. 

The grand mafter conferring with the council a- 
bout the diftrefted condition of the order, and the 
difficulties of providing a fuitable remedy, the 
council was of opinion, that nothing but a fuperior 
authority, fuch as that of the pope, could correct 
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ftich great diford ers. They entreated the grand 
matter to go to Avignon, where pope Clement re- 
fided ; but as they were apprehensive he might flay 
too long in a court where he had fpent part of his 
life* and ttillremembred, that whilft he was in fa- 
vour with fevcral popes, he had diverted moft of 
the refponfiohs of France and Spain to his own 
profit^ the council, before he embarked, required 
him to take a folemn oath, that he would pay all 
the money that he received from the refponfions of 
the order into the public treafury ; and in order to 
bring him back the fodner, that he fhould not, 
during his abfence, nominate to any dignity of the 
ordet^ as had been refolved in the laft chapter held, 
at Rhodes during the time of his captivity. 

The council carried their precautions ftill fur- 
ther, and Under pretence of providing him an ho-- 
nourable attendance, they fent with him Bertrand de 
Flotte grand commander, Buillbn prior of the church - 
of Rhodes. Efton de Slegleolts commander of Fri- 
burg, and William de Fohtenai commander of E- 
fpaillons, all of them knights truly zealous for the 
obfervanee of the ttatutts* and who refolved to 
maintain them inviolably ; but the event fhewcd 
tow need lefe thefe precautions were, and that the 
grand matter* after his advancement to that digni- 
ty, had no other view in all his actions but the good 
of his order.. It was this motive that engaged him, 
before he fet out, to appoint brother Peter de Cu- 
lant marfhal of the order to be his lieutenant 
at Rhodes, a gentleman as much drftinguiflied 
by his illuftrious birth as by his Angular va- 
lour. The grand mailer, upon his arrival 
at Avignon, having uaki his duty to the pope, 
and taken the oatb o£ obedience* reprefented to 
him the deplorable condition the order was reduced 
to, by means of the unhappy fchifm that had in- 
fefted it, and deprived the public treafury of the 
refponfions of the fehifmatical commanders; that 
cyea the commanders who continued fubjedt to his, 
R 3 authority^ 
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authority, were fcarce more exa& in their duty to 
the order, and were ftill making ufe of one excufc 
or other to keep from paying that juft and necefta* 
ry tribute, and that they were afraid of preiling 
them on this article, for fear left the fpirit of ava* 
rice, that poflefled them, fhould make them fancy 
it no diflionour, whilft the fchifm ftill kept- up kl 
head, to change fides under pretence of chufing tfaS 
right one. Clement entered into his views, and 
agreed, that in fuch a juncture there was oq deal; 
ing with them, nor means of reclaiming them,bul 
by gentle methods ; for which purpofe the pontiff" 
by his authority, called feveral chapters, one af 
another, at Valence and Avignon, and in the 
ftellany of Empofta for Spain. 

The grand mafter prelid' d in all thefe affembB 
and laboured ftill more effectually by his exar 
than he could by his difcourfes, to revive a 
rit of union and charity in his knights. Sev$ 
feemed really concerned ; fome engaged to 
way immediately for Rhodes •, others offered to | 
the arrears of their refponfions, But as thefe f 
plies were neither prefent nor coniiderable enoi 
by reafon of the fchifm in the order, and thatRhe 
and Smyrna were equally threatened wkh allege 
Bajazet I. fultan of the Turks, the grand ma 
generoufly facrificed part of his great cftate to ttft| 
luccour of the order, and fent at different time% 
Blips loaden with arms and provilion to Rhodes andF 
Smyrna., taking care in the fame manner to remit 
coniiderable funis thither for paying the foldiers m 
their fervice. 

It was from, the fame fpirit of piety, and perhaps 
from a motive of penance and reftitution, that he 
employed the great fortune he had acquired -before 
his being raifed to the grand' mafterlhip, in found? 
ing at Capfa and Rubulo in Arragon, a comman- 
dry for his knights, and a collegiate church of 
twelve priefts for the chaplains of the order, an- 
nexing 
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nexing thereto for ever for their fubfiftence, the 
manor of Exariel, and a moiety of the revenues of 
the cattle of St. Peter. 

Brother Kichard Caracciolo prior of Capua, 
whom pope Urban VI. by virtue of his own autho- 
rity, had nominated grand matter in Heredia’s 
head, dettrous of imitating this liberality of his, 
founded, at his own expence, a famous monattry 
of religious ladies of the order, in the city of Flo- 
rence, by the title of the nuns of St. John. 

Dame Perrere Viviani was the firft commandrefs 
of this convent ; and no young lady could be ad- 
mitted into it till fhe had ttrtt produced proofs of 
here noble defcent, which were to be examined by 
the prior of Pifa, under the direction of the grapd 
matter. Caracciolo enjoyed that title with relpeft 
to Italy and England during his life ; but upon his 
death, Boniface IX. who, during the fchifm, had 
fucceeded to Urban VI. forefeeing that if he (hould 
ttrovide him a fucceffor, he would never be owned 
oy the foundeft part of the order, for their grand 
matter, to Heredia’s prejudice ; contented himfelf, 
as^f the grand mafterfhip had been vacant, with 
difpofing only of the title of lieutenant to brother 
Boniface of Caramandre, his own relation. But 
excepting Italy and England, as was before obfer- 
ved, the whole order adhered inviolably to- 
the grand matter, whofe great qualities March 
commanded their refpeft and reverence. 13 96. 
This prince died that very year at- Avignon, 
in a very old age, after having governed his order 
nineteen years and eight months. His body was 
carried to the church of Capfa, which he himfelf 
had founded, and became afterwards the head of a 
bailiwick. 

In his private life hedittinguifhed himfelf as much 
in the quality of a great captain, as in that of a 
feilful courtier ; was grafting at wealth and honour^ 
and facrificing every thing in order to raife his fa- 
mily tr 
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mily : and purchafed in his Ton John Ferdinani 
d’Heredia’s name, the taftle and lands of Mora an< 
Valbonne, feveral other manors, and among th< 
reft the county of Fuenty, which his defcendanti 
enjoy at this day. But after he arrived at the grant 
mafterlhip, he became difinterefted, liberal, and 
magnificent, zealous for the fupport of difcipiine, 
and efpecially for the defence of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the order, which he had formerly lo o- 
penly violated, in order to aggrandize hin felf. We 
have fome excellent laws, or rather wife ordinan- 
ces, inftituted by him, ft ill preferred in the book or 
ftatutes, which fhew his zeal <md great capacity in 
government. He had learned from his own faults, 
of which ambition was the fource, how to pre\enr 
thofe of his fuccefTors. From the time that he be- 
came grand mafter, he was, as we may fay, ano- 
ther man ; and it were to be wifhed either that he 
had never entered into the order, or that the condi- 
tion of human nature would have allowed him to 
have always continued in the government of it. 


BOOK vr. 


^11 the news of the grand mafter Here- 

VV dia’s death arrived at Rhodes, the knights 
that were then in the ifland afiembled in a bodv to 


provide him a fuccefibr. Their 
Philebert choice fell upon brother Philebert 
de Naillac, de Naillac, grand prior of Aqui- 
1 397 • tain, a gentleman equally efteem- 

ed for his wifdom and valour. 
The order indeed, during the fchifm, which divided 
it as well as the whole chriftian church, flood in 
need of a chief of his confummate prudence \ nor 
was he lefs ferviceable to it in the wars it was after- 


ward* 
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wards obliged to maintain againft mod of the ea- 
flern princes. 

Scarce had the new prince of Rhodes taken pot- 
fcffion of his dignity, when he was folicited to en- 
ter into a league againft Bajazet the fiift of the 
name, and fifth fultan of the race of the Ottoman 
lurks *, who threatened Hungary with a cruel in- 
vafion. Sigifmond, of the houfe of Luxemburg, 
andfon to the emperor Charles IV. was then upon 
jthe throne of that kingdom in right of Queen Ma- 
|jy his wife, a prince, whom adverfity and the va- 
rious difgraces he had palled through in his youth, 
}ad rendered very Ikilful in the arts of government, 
l&hewas a much better politician than a general. 
He ravages which the Turks made almoll every 
year on the frontiers of his territories, obliged him 
to mak£ application to the pope for fuccours. The 
pontiff, for that purpofe, formed a powerful league 
againft the infidels, in which he engaged Charles VI. 
king of France, Philip the Hardy, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, the republic of Venice, and the knights of 
Rhodes. Manuel, emperor of Conftantinople, de- 
fied to be comprehended in it ; and feveral petty 
chrillun princes, as well Latins as Greeks, fued for 
the fame favour, but very little fuccour came from 
their fide ; and their names were of no other ufe 
than to increafe the number of fignatures that were 
pot at the bottom of this famous treaty. Charles VI. 
alone furnifhed more troops than all the other al- 
lies put together. They pretend that there went 
out of France, upon this expedition, above a thou- 
sand knights with banners, or chieftains of compa- 
nies. and more than a thoufand efquires, who ge- 
neroufly abandoned their country in a warmth of 
ftal to lignaiize their courage againft Bajazet. 



* Alu-Jcfid Bcnmorad-Gazi. 
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That infidel prince was the foil of Armirath !• 
whom a flave of Lazarus, defpot of Servia *, 
1383. tabbed in the mid ft off his guards, to re- 
venge the death of his mafter, whom the 
barbarous fulcan had taken in an engagement, and 
caui'ed to be ftrangled in his prefence f . Bajazct, 
before the news of his father’s death became pu- 
blic, obliged a iecretary of ftate to write a letter in 
his father’s name to prince Giacup his brother, to 
come immediately to him. The unfortunate prince, 
having no notion of the cruel deftiny that was to 
befal him there, came to Adrianople, where Baja- 
•zet, to get rid of a rival in the empire, ordered 
him to be ftrangled with a bow-ftring, a fatal in* 
ftrument, which moft of his fucceflors, out of a 
pretended ftruple of fhedding blood fo precious as 
that of the Otto nan race, have generally made uft 
of to difpatch the princes of their family. 

Bajazet, freed from a competitor, applied himfelf 
tofecure the dominions left him bv his father, and 
enlarge them by new conquefts. He was a princt 
full of fire, of a courage equal to his ambition, 
Xvarm, bold, and enterprising . always on horfe- 
back. • and in the field, thirfting after the blood ef 
his enemies, and prodigal of that of his own Sol- 
diers. He looked upon the art of making one’s felf 
feared, as the fureft rule in politics He firft fell 
upon Bulgaria, and the fbvereign of the country 
falling by the fate of war into his hands, he caufed 
him to be immediately ftrangled. He next ravaged 
Bofnia and Croatia, carrying off* more captives than 
he left inhabitants Macedonia vfr as not exempted 
from the fury of his incurfions ; and he fell dowtt 
from thence upon the Morea, reduced part of it, and 
on the fide of Oonftantindple, forced his wav thro* 
to the very walls of the city. He would willingly 

• Hiftoire de Turcs. t. 1. p. 45. che* Foppens, 

+ Laon Chalcondyl. t. 1. 

• } Philippi Loniceri Turcict, Hift. 1 . 1. x 

have 
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have belieged it in form, but not having a number 
forces iufficient for fo great an enterprize, he 
3nly blocked up that capital of the Greek empire, 
frith feveral detachments of troops,* which he poft- 
id in different quarters about k._ 

He went to finifbi in Afia, the campaign he had: 
>egun fo fuqcefsfully in Europe. Palling the Hel- 
efpont, he over-ran Cappadocia and Phrygia, with 
he fame rapidity, and without diftinguifhing the, 
princes of his own, from thofe of the chriftian re- 
ligion. He attacked* Aladin, fultan of Cilicia, but 
Ending too much refiftance on that fide, he turned 
bis arms againft fotne petty princes of the Turco- 
mans, of the old Selgeucidian race, called Ethein- 
Sarkhan-Mendez-Teko, and Metin, who were pof- 
feflcdqf different diftriCbof Anatolia* and plunder- 
ed them of their dominions. Could he but have made 
himfelf matter of their perfons with the fame faci- 
lity, he would have given them no better treatment 
than he did the king of Bulgaria : but thofe princes 
knowing his bloody temper, took a feafonabie re- 
fuge at the court of Tamerlane, the great Chan) of 
Tartary, another conqueror, who had reduced Per- 
fia, Mefopotamia, and a great part of Syria. 

Bajazet, after thefe expeditions, left prince Or- 
togules his fon, in Afia, at Burfa, the capital of his 
dominions, to fhew his fubje&s at once the autho- 
rity of his own reign, and the expectations of his 
fuccefiors. He returned afterwards into Europe, 
and fixed his refidence at Adi ianople, from whence 
he ravaged Attica and Theflaly, conquered part of 
Macedonia, defeated the prince of Wallachia, and, 
forced him to fubmit to pay him tribute. The ra-* 
pidity of his fiicurfions allowed no time to oppofe 
them, which gained him the lirname of Ilderim, 
i. e. the thunder or the ttorm. A fmall body of 
Ms troops, detached from the body of his army, 
advancing on the fide of Delphos, Theudelinda, 

the 
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the widow of Don Louis Davalos, whofe 
1394. predeceffors had feized on that little flate, 
fearing to be befieged by that- conqueror, 
went out to vilit-him at a diilance, and in his camp 
made him magnificent prefents, and prefented him 
her daughter, who palled for one of the greateft 
beauties of the eaft The charms of the young 
princefs difarmed Bajazet, who valued this conqueft 
more than he did that of Delphos. He left Theu- 
delinda miftrefs of it* and brought away her daugh- 
ter with him in exchange. * At the end of the cam- 
paign he ravaged the frontiers of Hungary, de* 
ilroying all before him with fire and fword. They 
fay, that as he retired, he fent back fome prifoners 
to bigifmond, charging them to tell that prince, by 
way of an infulting threat, that he would return 
the next fpring to vilit him, and when he had drove 
him out of his dominions, would pafs into Italy, as* 
far as Rome ; would plant his ftandards- on the top 
of the capitol, and feed his horfe with oats upon 
the very alter of Bt. Peter. 

The pope, alarmed with thefe threats, publifhed 
a fort of crufade againft that infidel prince, which 
was the occafion of the league above-mentioned. 
The Greek emperor, the Venetians, and the knights 
of Rhodes, put a ftrong fleet to fea, under the 
command of the noble Thomas Mocenigo, who 
lay off the mouth of the Danube 'all the cam- 
paign, whilft the king of Hungary made all the 
nobility and gentry of his country, as well as mili- 
tia of the nation, lake the field. France alone, as 
we hate already obferved, furnifhed more regular 
troops than all the other allies together ; and when 
they were ready to march, the king gave the com- 
mand of that body to John count of Nevers, eldeft 
fon to the Duke of Burgurfdy Philip d* Artois, a 
lord of the blood *, as the ftile was at jhat time, 

* L'Hi't. Anon, de S. Denis, 1 , 16. c. a. 
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Iconftableof the kingdom, went with that young 
oce; and there were in the fame army the count 
Marche, Henry and Philip de Bar, all three 
M to the King ; John de Vienne, admiral of 
£ce, the marflial de Boucicault, the fire de Cou- 
J'oneof the moil confiderable lords of the king- 
and yet more diftinguifhed by his admirable 
than his riches ; Guy de la Tre- 
at, the feigniors of Roye, bt. Paul, *397- 
Orel and Sampi, and in a manner all 
jSl&oft iHuftrious youth of France, who were in- 
1 with an eager defire of coming to an en- 
nent with the infidels. 

liis French crufade marched through Germany, 
JS they pafied through Btvaria and Auftria, 
||oined by brother Frederic, count of Zollern, 

\ prior of Germany, at the head of the knights 
I nation. All thefe troops cafne into Hungary 
t the fame time that the grand mafter arrived 
jft from Rhodes, followed by the principal com- 
and a great number of kpights of his or- 
tfiigifmond, who knew their valour, declared 
lb would fight at their head, lodged them in 
M 1 quarter, and kept the grand mafter near 
ion, 

S azet was at this time in Anatolia, though o- 
fity he was encamped near Conftantinople, his 
troops continuing the blockade of that place ; and 
though he was informed of the mighty fuccours ar- 
tHcSF in Hungary, yet he made no motion at all; 
whether he confided in the valour of the governors, 
he had put in the principal places of his 
frbiitlers, or would allow time for the impetuofity 
df tile French to cool, or perhaps flattered himfelf 
thsft jealoufy and diflentions would not fail to break 
ouffoon in fo raft a body as the chriftian army, 
njtripofed of different nations ; and that the change 
of air and diet, and the difficulty of getting provi- 
fions, might occafion ficknefs in the camp ; in fine, 
VOL. II. S whatever 
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whatever were his motives, he like a wife prince, 
rcfolved at firft to try what time would produce in 
his favour. The only precaution he took was to 
keep the Chriffians from knowing any thing of his 
march, and whether he was ftill in Europe or Afia, 
The allies having no news of him, palled the Da- 
nube, entered Bulgaria, took fome little places, 
and on a particular occafion, a party confiding on- 
ly of French, and commanded by the fire de Cou- 
cy, cut to pieces the troops which the fultan had 
left in the country, who had advanced to difturb 
the Chriftians in their foraging. This trifling ad- 
vantage, the number and valour of the chrifiian 
trppps* the facility they had afterwards in fending 
out the parties on all fides, puffed up the foldiery 
with prefumption ; the very generals were infe&ed 
with that dangerous poifon of a too favourable for- 
tune, and Bajaz.t was not talked of but with con- 
tempt. 

The^ faid that he was lurking in the farther part 
of Afia ; the marffial de Boucicault maintained in 
council tha.tj he durft not pafs the Hellefpont; and 
an Hungarian hiiiorian relates *, that Sigifmond 
feeing himfelf at the head of an hundred thouiand 
men, of which fixty thoufand were horfe, moftrf 
them- men of arms, bragged that he would not only 
drive the Turks out of Europe, but that if the iky 
lhould fall, his foidiers were numerous enough to 
bear it up with the points of their lances. 

This confidence, rafh in itfelf, and ever danger- 
ous in the event, made him undertake .the fiege of 
Nicopolis, a flrong place, defended by a numerous 
garrifon, commanded by Dogamberg, one of Baja* 
zet’s principal captains. This Turkifli officer foon 
made the Chriftians fenfible, by his frequent fallies, 
that it was much eafier to ravage the open country, 
than to take a place, the government of which tild 

* Borifin. rer. Hun;*. Dtc. 3 1,2. p. 379. 
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been ptit into his hands; there were frefh combats 
every day, and the ChrHVtans did not gain an inch 
of ground but what coft them the lives of their 
braveft foldiers. This vigorous refinance weaken- 
ed the army of the allies conilderably, whilft luxu- 
ry and debauchery, two enemies yet more danger- 
ous than the Turks, infected all the camp, which, 
by the young gentry, was made a place of public 
prostitution. It looked as if they thought the pibrts 
motive of then* expedition wafc a fufficient difpen- 
fation to authorife their violating with impunity the 
moil ef&ntial obligations of chriftianity *. The 
French, efpecially, paffed whole days with the com- 
mon proftiiutes, 4 nd in pleafttres as fcandalous as 
they were eafy to be obtained. The foldiery, by 
their example, drowned thfeirtfeHcs as it Were in 
wkw, and fheir drunkennefs could not evert be mo* 
derated by their indigence ; they paffed away eve- 
ry moment like fo many Bacchanals, which fcan- 
dah zed even the very Turks, as well as the Chrifti- 
ans that inhabited the country. . This ioofenefs in 
military difcipline, and the little care taken by the 
commanders to fend out parlies for intelligence, al- 
lowed Bajazet time to advance with great fecrecy tQ 
the fuccour of the place befieged ; he was but a 
day’s march off when the Chri Ilians believed him 
ftitt in Anatolia. Some foldiers that had ftraggled 
out for pillage were the firft that brought the ac- 
count that the fultan Was within fix leagues of the 
camp ; they were eager to carry the firft intelligence 
of it to the generals. Mar (had de Boncicau!t, ( frill 
ridiculoufly pofleflfed with his firft notion, abd that 
<he Turks durft not venture a battle, rbjefted the 
' advice brought with great contempt* and turning 
to thofe maraud ers, “ You rafcals,” fays he, “ you 
“ fhall dearly repent putting the camp in alarm 

* With your falfe- news f.” He 'went fo far as to 

* Hid. Anon, de S, Denis, 1 . 16. c. xo. . , 

f Hift. Ancn. 1 . 16, c. xi. * ’ 
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threaten cutting off their ears ; but he was focm 
undeceived of his fatal prepoffdfion ; and they faw 
the van of the enemy’s army appear, advancing in 
good order, and drawing up in battle array in the 
plain. 

To this excefs of confidence, fucceeded furprife, 
tumult and confufion, in the chriftian camp. The 
count of Never^, who did not think that the Turks 
could r with their javelins and feymitars, relift the 
lances and fwords of the French, made his cavalry 
mount on horfeback. He pretended to have the 
poll of honour in the field of batde, and inliftedon 
making the firft charge upon the infidels ; but the ! 
king of Hungary represented to him, that great | 
multitude of Turks, which covered the neigh- 
bouring plains, were only militia and pendants, for- | 
rily armed, that had b^en brought out of Alia in 
. chains, and dragged to the war by force ; and that it j 
was the general cuftom of the infidels to put a great 
body of thefe fellows before them, and expofe them j 
to the firft fury of their enemies only to fatigue 
them, that afterwards they might, with the frefhand , 
.regular troops, which they had in refer ve, make | 
their advantage of the diforder and motions that 
would inevitably happen in the beginning of an ea- | 
gagement *, that the Hungarians, in imitation of ’ 
their practice *, ufually oppofed this fort of ene- 
mies with pailitia of a like nature, of whom they 
made as little account ; that he earneftly befought 
him to permit this infantry to ftand the firft lhock I 
of the infidels ; that his cavalry might afterwards, 
with their lances, open and pierce through the I 
thickeft battalions of die Janizaries ; thai;he would 
fuftain his attack with the grand mafter at the head | 
of his knights, and the gentry of his own kingdom; 
and that after all, he defired him to remember 
that the honour and glory of a battle did not fo 

• Id. ibid. c. xx, 

much 
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Much confift in the firft onfet, as in the luft attack} 
which put an end to the engagement} and decided 
the victory. 

The count of Nevcrs afiembliog hi* council, to 
pve m anfwer to this reprefen tation, addrefl'cd 
himfclf firft to the Sire dc Courcy, whofe advice 
the duke of Burgundy his father, had, at parting, 
recommended to him to follow. That lot^d, confi- 
dering the experience which they had in Hungary, 
of the manner in which the Turks drew up their 
troops in battle, approved the order and difpofi- 
tion propofed by the king of Hungary, and tup* 
ported his opinion by faying, that it would be hit- 
fofible for the militia of that kingdom to give back 
•fen fuftained by the French cavalry. The admi- 
ral John de Vienne, an old captaio, was of the 
£une opinion : but the con&able and Marlhal dc 
Boucicault being piqued that the prince had ad- 
d«lTed himfelf to the Sire de Coucy, before he 
Aed their fentiments, declared that it would 
fefcandalous for the French nation to march 
the Hungarian foot ; and that they were not 
•tone fo far to let themfclves be preceded by a 
®tordof forry peafants and militia, more ufed to 
rsn away than to ftand their ground. All t{ie 
ytoiog men, inveigled by this difeourfe, and hur- 
ried away by a miftaken emulation of glory, 
brought over the Count of Nevers by their cla- 
ngours into the fame fentiment. The prince there- 
fore notified to the king of Hungary, that die 
French could not yield the poft of honour in battle 
to any nation. He ordered his cavalry immediate- 
ly to mount on horfeback, but before they drew 
their fwords againft the enemy, thefc violent and 
hot headed young men put them to an ufe that 
was unworthy of the name of Chriftians as well as 
of Ftenclynen. Thefe knights, under pretence 
that the prifoners which they had taken in fevcral 
occafions might embarrafs them in the adlian, mai- 
S 3 facregf^ 
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facred them all in cold blood, without any regard 
to the faith and promife they had given them of 
faving their lives, upon paying the ranfom agreed 
on between t^em. 

They afterwards gave the fignal of battle ; the 
French going on to charge, found themfelves flop* 
ped at firft by a pallifado, and feveral rows of pile! 
fharpened at the end, which embarrafied the caul 
valry, and hindered them from marching dofe to* 
gether, and in good order. There was a neceffitj 
of difmounting, to force and remove this obftacteji 
which, when they had done, 'the men of armlj 
counted again on. horfeback, and fell upon tbl 
Turkifli infantry polled over againft them ; meed 
ing liril in their way that gFeat body of milithM 
which made . very little refiftance, as the king or 
Hungary had foretold. Thofc peafants, who diH 
not merit the name of foldiers, fullered themfelvfb 
to be cut to pieces, or fought their fafety by flight* 
The Janizaries or Tlirkifh infantry, compofed o£ 
regular troops^ flocked more courage and relblut 
tion, They’ fought with a valour no way inferior* 
to that of the French ; the light was long and ab* 
llinate ; at lad the Flench lances open a way kit# 
the thickeil battalions of the 'enemies : the Tirttt 
keep their ground no longer : every thing that 
pears to make head is pufbcd back, beaten do«i% 
and hemmed round ; terror feizes every quarter, 
and fafety is tabfc found no where ; and thofe for- 
midable janizaries, after Tdfing above teri thoufaoi 
men, were forced to retire behind a great body cf 
cavalry that advanced to their fuccour *. 

This was a fort of a fecond engagement which 
the French were forced to come to with the infi- 
dels. The Turkifli cavalry advanced with a large 
front. The Chrillians, to prevent being furround- 
ed, extended themfelves in a long line/ and with- 
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otiit keeping their ranks duly, or taking any orders, 
but from their own courage ; every man of arms* 
as if the vi&ory had depended on his fingle valour, 
threw himfelf in arpong the Turks with fo nefolute 
a courage, that nothing could refill their i in pet uo- 
fity. The Hungarians, who feemed only come to 
be fpeftators of the battle, and the infidels them- 
felves could not ceafe admiring a bravery that 
feemed fuperior to the ordinary force of nature* 
Five thoufand Turks fell in this fecond engage- 
ment; and the French would have ended the day 
victorious, and covered with glory, had not the 
fire of thofir young men hurried them on. to the 
purfuit of the remainder of that cavalry, which 
had retired to a neighbouring hill. 

In vain did the diief commander, and particu- 
larly the Sicur de Coucy, and admiral de Vienne 
advife them to let the infidels fly, or at leaf! to 
fuflfer themlelves to take breath, and form them* 
feives anew whilft the Hungarians advanced. All 
the young gentlemen about the count of Never?, 
crying out, that it was cowardly to let their ene- 
mies efcapc, pufhed on immediately, and without 
keeping any order, or letting their horfes take 
breath, galloped away to a great diftance from the 
body of the army, and mounted the riling ground 
where they thought to have found the broken 
remains of the Turkilh army. 

But what was their furprife, when in their {lead, 
they difeoverd a new army, compofed of forty 
thoufand horfe, the flower of Bajazet’s troops ? 
The fultan was polled in the middle of that grove 
of lances, as in a citadel, in order to take his mea- ' 
fores as events might happen. The foldiers Hart at 
the fight, and are daunted : they even fufpeCl their 
firft advantages; the certainty of vanquilhing, 
which may be. called the firft earneft of victory, .va- 

* Id, ibid, c. ix, ♦ 
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rriihes at oncc» and fear and terror fopmfiieceedttr 
a rafh confidence, lhefe heroes, who like lions, 
make the Turks tremble before them, fays the ano- 
nymous author of St. Drnh, ** became more da- 
“ ftardly than hares." The whole -body ^ breaks, 
and every on6 flies for the fafety of his own life. 
Bajazet’s cavalry cuts off their retreat : the greateft 
part of the French was cut in pieces, and no left 
than three thousand of them taken prrfoners, a- 
mong whom were the count de Nevers, the count 
de la Marche, the prince of Bar, Boueicauk the 
cot}ftable, and Enguerrand de Coucy. The admi- 
ral de Vienne feeing aii loft, made a> motion to hre 
himfelf, when immediately calling to mind what 
he owed to his glory, and turning about to reft or 
a dozen horfemen that ffuck to him *. 4t God 
4i forbid, my companions, fays he to them, that 
u we (hould fully our reputation for the faving a 
“ poor remainder of life ;■ we muff try fate by a 

noble defence, or die here in the bed of ho- 
“ nour.” His words were fcarce ipoke, when he 
charged the infidels, pierced fever al times into their 
fquadrons, and after firft feeing his companions 
fall, oppreffed with the number of their enemies, he 
himfelf, covered over with wounds, expired on the 
very fpot where he was fighting. 

The Turks having broke this great body of 
French, marched with all the confidence that the 
beginning of a viftory infpires, ffraight againft the 
Hungarians, who were encamped along the banks 
of the Danube. Their infantry, which was only 
compofed of militia, as we have obferved, terrified 
-at the defeat of their allies, did not wait the coining 
up of the enemy, but broke and fell back upon 
their own cavalry, filling all with terror and con- 
confufion ; fo that it was a general rout rather 
■than an engagement on this hcc&fion* Such of the 
» 

* Id. ibid, c, I*. 
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gentry of that nation, and ;the knights of Rhodes 
that fiirvived, rallied about the king and the grand 
matter : and though they faw their ruin was ine- 
vitable, by reafon of the prodigious number of 
Turks that Surrounded them, no body difhonoured 
himfelf fo far as to endeavour to fave his own life 
by flight; they all flood their ground, and fought 
with a bravery .worthy of a better fate. The great- 
eft part of thefe gallant gentry, and a great number 
of the knights, died on die fpot they fought 1 oil* 
The king and the grand matter would have (hared 
the fame fate, if in the diforder of fo general a Tout 
they had not hy chance found a fifherman’s boat by 
the river fide: this they got into, and in Spite of a 
Ihower of arrows which thofe barbarians let fly at 
them, put off from the fhore, and letting them*- 
felves drive with the current, got to the mouth of 
the river., from whence they difeovered the Chrifti- 
an fleet that was riding near it. The king and the 
grand matter, overwhelmed with grief, went or 
board one of the gallies of the order, which car* 
ried them Safe to Rhodes. The king, notwitb* 
(landing the lofs of:fo many knights, was received 
there, if not with joy, yet ati leaf! wkh all the re- 
refpeft due to his birth and dignity. There are 
other .hiftorians who pretend that he flopped »on the 
coaft of Dalmatia *. 

The day after the battle, Bajazet ordered his pri- 
soners to be brought and maffacred in hisprefenco, 
by way of reprifal for the Turkifli prifoners which 
the Chrifliansj before the battle begun, had;facr£- 
ficed.to a ihameful precaution. T he fultan, whofc 
avarice Served for a counterpoife to his cruelty, 
exempted the count of Nevers and twenty-five of 
the principal nobility out of the general maffacre, 
in hopes of having a great ranfom for them ; and 
the money being come from France, when thfc 

• Bonfiifc p. 3.79. /' ' 1 
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count dc Nevers went to take have of him, “F 
€i do not require tbee, fays Bajazet to him with an 
44 haughty air, to take the mod fokmn 
“ oath never to fight againfrme, as I might 
“ force thee to do ; on the contrary, if 
“ thou haft* any fenfc of honour, Lenireat thee to 
“ take the field as foon as thou can ft, and to af- 
44 femble all the faxes of Chriftendoxn : thoucaoft 
.** not do me a more fenfiblc pleafiire* than by fur* 
/' niffiing me with new.occafion* of acquiring glory,” 

The fultan, after fo glofcious a victory over the 
Latin Chriftians, turned his arms againft the 
Greeks, his troops over-running the Morea, aid 
detiroyiog all before them with fire and fword. He 
jsifteinvai T ds (called in all his detachments, and jok- 
ing them in one body, advanced towards Coqflaari* 
JK)ple, and changed the blockade of h into aregu- 
Jar fiege.. The emperor Manuel, terrified at feeing 
fo formidable an enemy before his walls, begged 
iorfuecours of all chriftian princes ; but the differ* 
-ent wars which then diftradted Europe, did Dotal 
Jow him to expeeft any immediate relief: and be- 
(tides, the lofs of the battle of . NicOpulis, andtbc 
•tears that were ftill ftreaming for the death of 
fo many noble lords as had pceifhed there, b*l 
cooled the zeal of the principal nobility abd gen- 
try. The Greek emperor therefore faw himfdf rt* 
4ucod to. have recourse to Tamerlane the great 
cham of Tartary. He fent embafladors to him w& 
ifich prefents, entreating him to.oife rhe power of 
•his arms, or at leaft to interpofe his good ofices* 
dn Order to put a ftop to the enterprifes of an am- 
bitious prince, who, without any diftinction oi re- 
ligion, was for enflaving all the fovereigos that were 
in the neighbourhood of his dominions. 

Whiift this great affair was treating at Tamer* 
lane’s court, . Thomas > Palaeologus, defpot of die 
Morea, and brother to the Greek emperor, con- 
sidering that great potentates never aflift little*^ 5 
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f fis, laid no ftrefs upon that embaffy : he there* 
it retired to Rhodes, from whence the 
gg of Hungary was juft gone, to return 1399. 
p his own dominions. The Greek 
gift was received full as honourably as the king 
Hungary, in an iiland which ferved at that time 
^rdftige to all chriftian , princes that were perfe- ' 
ed by the iqfidcls. Palseologus, diffident of his 
gfirengxh, and perhaps of his courage, fold thql 
|cea to the order of St. John*, and agreed with, 
[grand mafter and council, to- deliver up to. 
[m Corinth, Sparry and the principal towns of; 
e$tt province : he received the price ftupulat- 
them, partly in money, and the reft in, 


: commiffaries of the order, embarked im- 
ely in order to take poffdfion of the province ; 
K>weie received with great joy by the magiftrates 
|inhabkants of Corinth, who thought themfelvcs 
the protection of the knights of Rhodes, fuf- 
dy fecured for the future from the incurfiontr 
^ Turks. 

: ®titthe inhabitants of Sparta afted very different- 
The biihop of that city, who followed the 
Gttek ritual, and was confcquently an enemy to 
Latins, not queftioning but the order would, as 
las they were matters of the place, put a Latin 
op into his epifcopal fee, called all thecitizens to- 
er, and reprefented to them the misfortune they, 
egoingto be expo fed toby fubmittingto the power 
•i the Latins, in fo warm and moving terms, that 
the inhabitants by concert fent a deputation to 
*he commifiaries of Rhodes, to tell them, that they 
*ere refolved not to admit them into their city ; 

that if they offered to come near it, they fhotild 
k treated as enemies j fo that the commifiaries not 


• Bozio 1. 4 . 
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having forces enough to make themfelves to be 
beyed, refolved to return back to Rhodes. 

The defpot being naturally inconftant, and fin 
ing it hard, after he had reigned as a fovereign, 
reconcile himfelf to the condition of a private ma 
gave back p art of the money, went from Rhodl 
and returned to Sparta, where he was received wi 
great joy by his fubjedts, who aflured him that ! 
fhould-find the fame obedience from them, and t 
fame fidelity that he had experienced for fo mai 
years, provided he would not treat with the Latii 
nor admit any of them into the goverment : 
great and fd implacable was that averfion which ti 
Greek bifhops had infpired intathdr people, again 
every body that acknowledged the authority of tl 
pope ; and I do not know whether they would w 
have fftbmitted to the government of the Turks, ri 
th'er than to that of any chriftian prince whatevd 
in the cbmmunion of the church of Rome. 

The order had~a great deal of trouble in gettifl 
back from the Greek prince the reft of the mone; 
which they had given him. Raimond deTEftour 
prior of Tholoufe, Elias du Fofse, commander < 
St. Maxence, and Peter of Beaufremont, the gran 
hofpitaller, made feveral voyages into the Mott 
cm that account. At laft this affair was terminate 
by brother Louis d’Allemagne, commander C 
Naples, a knight of an infinuating temper, and 
very able negotiator ; and by the treaty made wit 
Palseologus it was ftipulated, that the order of S 
John fhould deliver back to him the town of C< 
rinth, and he fhould give in exchange, the couni 
of Soleil, with the barony of Zetonne, befidi 
46,500 ducats, which he was to pay back of tb 
money he had received at Rhodes, and of which h 
paid 22,00 down. 

Bajazet in the mean time carried on the fiege c 
Conftantinople with vigour, defigning to make 
the capital of his empire, and would at laft haV 
1 take 
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taken it, had not Tamerlane, the great chain of 
fiie oriental Tartars, at the iblicitation of the 
preek embafladors, and the entreaties of the petty 
rirfces of Anatolia, whom Bajazet had plundered 
f their territories, advanced to put a ftop to the 
rogrefs of a prince who feemed inclined to put no 
rands to his ambition and conquetts. It is more 
lan probable, that the Mogul or Tartar prince 
agaged in this war, not fo much out of a principle 
F companion, rarely to be met with in princes, as 
nt of jealoufy againft a neighbour who was grown 
)o powerful. 

Whatever be the motives with which princes u- 
klly fet off their manifefto’s, Tamerlane tnadeufe 
h none but what were noble and generous, and 
wt fent an embafiador to Bajazet, to demand of 
pm the re-eftablilhment of the petty princes that 
bad taken refuge at his court, and that he would 
It the fame time raife his fiege from before Con- 
ftantinople. The embafiador prefented him like- 
Wife in his matter's name with a magnificent veft ; 
but as in the eaft, prefents of that fort are never 
made but to inferiors, Bajfczet, the proudeft 
mortal living, rejefted it with difdain. When he 
mentioned Tamerlane, he treated him as a foldier 
of fortune, and a captain of a band of robbers, 
and ordered his embafiador to tell him, from him, 
that if he was daring enough to enter into his 
dominions, he knew how to make him repent fo 
ra(h an enterprife. 

There are fome authors who pretend that Ta- 
merlane Was only the fon of a fiicphcrd, or au 
herdfman. Some modem hittorians, or rather 
fome modern tranflators of old hittorians, derive 
his defeent from a royal houfe among the Moguls 
of Zagathay. The Tarikh Montekh pretends, 
that he was defeended from Gingkizhan by the wo- 
man's fide ; and yet be took upon himfelf at firft 
only the title of fciriir, *\ e. commander ; to which 
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after he had conquered Tome provinces, he ofiJd 
added that of Kurkhan, or the ally of princess 
which might incline one to think, that he did ra 
at that time look upon himfdf as a prince. But 
tune having raifed him to the dignity of great c 
his extrattion grew up in proportion to his po’ 
and he at laft became too potent not tobe defcei 
of royal blood. 

We are but little better informed of the re 
of this prince, than we are of his birth. Thei 
feme who fay, he was neither a Jew, a Chri 
nor a Mahometan. Ahfneben- Arabfchach 
that he adhered to the law of Ginghizkhan, 
that his religion had a greater affinity to the ' 
ftian, than to the Mahometan ; yet it looks 
from a political view he accommodated himfot; 
leaft as to the outward exercife, to the worfhip 
religion of the greateft part of his fubje&s, 
were Mahometans ; the reft was indifferent ci ^ 
to him, and contenting himfelf, as Ginghizk$£|j 
did, to adore a firft bemg, and one God alone^H 
very freely left him the care of his own glory, 1 
the eftabliffiment of his law. 

Whatever, was the cafe as to the birth an&j 
gion of Tamerlane, the Arabian Alhacen, 
hiftory or romance of his conquefts, pretem 
this prince or chieftain of the Moguls, at the 
of a numerous army, firft reduced under his 
pire, falling upon them fticceffiveiy one after i 
thcr, all the Tartar princes that poffefled the ndhb 
of Alia; that he gained victories over the Murco- 
vite, and afterwards fubdued Perfia, Mefopotaastt, 
and Syria ; that he made the ffiltan of Egypt trite* 
tary to him ; that fome monarchs of the Indies woe 
obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him ; and that 
China itfelf, or at Ieaft the northern part of tbt 
•Vaft empire, owned him for its fovereign ; fo tfeit 
during the whole courfe of his life, a viftory ferved 
only to open a frefh occafion for a new war ; 
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ff we may believe Alhazen, the whole world was 
attentive, and turned its eyes upon his entcrprizes, 
which became, fays he, the greatcft fpeftacle of the 
whole univerie. This famous Tartar bad a (Urn 
look, fquinting eyes, a lowering countenance, and 
a terrible and menacing air, that broke out in all 
his aftions. 

Such was the greateft of all the fucceffors of 
Giaghiikhan, and the fecondhcro of the ancient Mo- 
gul Tartars. But without adopting all the fables 
publilhed about him, it is certain that he was a 
great captain, a native of Zagathay* who by his 
valour raifed himfelf to a prodigious fortune, and 

his aftivity, courage, and admirable difpiplinc, 
®ade himfelf the terror of all his neighbours. He 
was otherwife cruel and bloody in his temper, and 
it was his ufual faying *, “ That a monarch was 
u never fafe, if the foot of his throne did not fwim 
11 in blood a maxim worthy of a Tartar, and 
which he never deviated from during the whole 
sourfe of his reign. 

This barbarous prince, upon receiving Bajazct's 
tofwer, took the field at the head of 800,000 men, 
dat followed him, and were commanded, under 
Jum, by princes his fons, and by the other princes 
Ws tributaries : But the abfolute power which he 
cxercifed indifferently over both, funk them to the 
level of the meaneft officers, and all of ihem were ' 
equally fubmiffive to the power &nd*majefty of this 
dreadful monarch. 

No fooner had he declared war againft Bajazet, 
but he attacked Sebafte or Siuvas, a city of Cappa- 
docia. Ortogules, a young prince, full of fire and : 
courage, had thrown himfelf into the place, in or- ' 
der to fignalize his valour, in hopes of flopping the 
Tartar’s progrefs, and giving time to the fuitan his * 
father, to advance to his relief : but notwithftand- 

• Hift. de T Siberian, par M. Petit de Croix. 
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ing the valour of the prince, and all the bravery 
fhewn by the garrifon in its defence, nothing could 
refift the violence of the attacks of Tamerlane. The 
place was carried by ftorm ; the foldiers, and all 
perfons capable of bearing arms, were put to the 
lword, the women and maidens, the children and 
the old men, were all carried out of the town into 
a plain, where they were maflacred, without di- 
ftinftion of age or fex. The city was afterwards 
razed to the ground, and the Tartar, who never 
reckoned clemency, and generality among the vir» 
tues, caufed the fon of his enemy to be beheaded. 

Bajazet, whofe conftant profperity rendered tht 
infults of fortune more infupportable to him, aban- 
doned himfelf to a violent grief when he heard (he 
fatal news. He loved his fon tenderly, and took 
pleafure in feeing the feeds of ambition and gloiy, 
which he had infpired him with, take root and 
grow up in the heart of the young prince. A death 
fo unworthy of his rank and birth, threw him into 
inexpreffible tranfports of rage s he fwore the d^ 
ftru&ion of Tamerlane, and hurried away with Che 
violent defire of a fpeedy vengeance, without al- 
lowing himfelf time to raife a fufficient body of 
troops to make head againft fo mighty an enefflft 
he raifed the fiege of Conftantinople, pafled the 
Bofphorus, and advanced towards Phrygia. 

Hiftorians relate a pafiage of him, viz. that as 
his army was on the march, he faw a fhepherd op- 
on a neighbouring hill, who fecured by his pover* 
ty from the rapacioufnefs of the foidiery, was play- 
ing quietly upon kis pipe. The fultan flopped for 
fome moments to hear him, and being full of grief, 
and perhaps envying the condition of the poor 
man, “ Shepherd, fays he to him, I beg of thee let 
4t the burthen of thy fong be, for the future, to 
“ repeat thefe words, Unhappy Bajazet, thou fhaltl 
u fee no more thy dear fon Ortogules, nor thy phi 
c< ty of Sebafte !” After this* he continued hisi 
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march, and met the Tartars near Angouri, or Au- 
cyra, the capital of Galatia. He had fcarce above - 
120,000 men in his army, moft of .them na- 
tural Turks, without reckoning an hord of 1399* - 
Tartars that inhabited beyond the Euxine 
and Cafpian feas, commanded by Mahmoudkhari, • 
who had inlifted himfelf under Bajazet. • As the 
fidtan had experienced the valour of the Trebal- 
fitns, before he had entirely fubdued them, he ' 
drew from them a body of foot, though contrary 
to their inclinations ; and fear and terror, the only 
bonds of flavery, forced them to expofe their lives * 
to fupport the dominion of a prince, whom they 
looked upon as a tyrant over them. *•' 

The battle was fought at the foot of Mount Stel- - 
la, and in the very plain where Pompey had for r ' 
merly beat Mithridates. The (hock of the two arr- 
ays was terrible, and the a&ion very bloody : the 
^JTreballians diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraor- 
dinary valour, vidtory began to declare it felt in 
their favour, and they purfued the Tartars whom 
they had obliged to run away. Bajazet, fearing 
that the heat of the adlion fhould carry them 
mo far, fent them orders to return to their poll. 
They obeyed : Tamerlane rallied his troops, put 
himfelf at their head, and (hewing them at the fame 
time the retreat of the Treballians, reprefented it to 
them as a downright flight. He gave orders to 1 
prince Saruch his (on, who commanded a wing of 
kis army, to charge them, which he did, and after 
a bloody fight, forced them in their turn to fly a. 
way. The Afiatic Turks terrified at their defeat, 

S [fitted their ranks without linking a blow ; and 
ajazet found by experience, that in an engagement 
there was no makipg the Jeaft motion without dan • 
ger, before fo able a general as Tamerlane. 

We have obferved, that Bajazet had a great bo- 
dy of Tartars in his army. Thofe barbarians, brib- 
ed by their own countrymen, deferted the fiiltan’a - 
T 3 party, 
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party in the very height of the combat ; and their 
commander, to give the finifhing ftroke to his 
treachery, purfued the Turks in their rout, killed 
great numbers of them, took Bajazet prifoncr, and 
prefented him to Tamerlane. 

There are very different accounts of the manner 
In which the Tartar received him. Some hiftorians 
fay, that he reproached him with his pride, his 
cruelty, and his prefumption ; ft Oughteft thou not 
4 * to know,” fays he to him, u that none but the 
44 fons of the unfortunate dare refift our invincible 
44 power?” Other writers pretend, on the con* 
trary, that Tamerlane received him with great civi* 
lity ; that he conduced him into his own tent, en- 
tertained him at his table, and to comfort him un* 
der his affliction, difeourfed of nothing but the vi* 
cifflrude and inconftancy of fortune. They add, 
that he fent him an hunting equipage, either from 
a principle of compaflion, or elfe perhaps from con* 
tempt ; and that the haughty Tartar felt a plcafure 
in letting him know, that he thought him fitter to 
follow a pack of hounds, than be at the head of a 
great army. 

This at leaft was the interpretation that Bajazet 
himfelf put upon the myfterious prefent of his ene- 
my. That unfortunate prince, having no com- 
mand over his refentment, and being eaten up with 
a furly melancholy, " Tell Tamerlane, (replied he 
gt with an air of haughtinefs, to the man who came 
44 from him with the prefent,) That he has afted 
44 very right, in inviting me to an exercife that hath 
44 always been the diverfion of princes, and is much 
44 fitter for Bajazet, who derives his birth from the 
•• great A mu rath, the fon of Orchanes, than for 
i€ a foldier of fortune, as he is, and a captain of a 
4( band of robbers.” 

Tamerlane foon refumed his true eharafter, and 
provoked at fo outragious an anfwer, gave orders 
that very moment for putting Bajazet, without a 
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fiddle, upon an old horfe that had been ufed to 
carry the baggage, and expofe him in that manner 
through the tamp, to the jefts and raillery of hit 
foldiers ; which was immediately executed ; and at 
bis return they brought the unhappy Bajazet back 
before his conqueror, who afked him, with a fcorn- 
ful fneer, and m the moft cutting terms, if that re- 
creation was not likewife one of the pleafures with 
which his iliuftrious anceftors ufed to divert themv 
felves ? To thefe fharp inve&ives another outrage 
fucceeded, that pierced him to the very foul. 

Bajazet had married Miliera, or Mary, daughter 
to Eleazar defpot of Servia. The Turks called her 
Ucogli ; ihe was the moft dear to him, and the beft 
beloved of all his wives. Tamerlane, who had ta- 
ken this princefs in the town of Burfa, which he 
had reduced juft before, caufed' her robe to be cut 
(horter than the knee, and in this condition, in a 
manner half naked, forced her to wait upon him 
at table, and fill out his liquor in her hufband’s 
prefence. Bajazet, who had no weapon left him 
but his tongue, diftratted with anger and indigna-* 
non, and perhaps with jealoufy, told him aloud, 
that fprung as he was from the dregs of the people* 
and from parents too obfeure to be known, he 
ought to be aihamed of trampling upon royal blood, 
and of being wanting in the regards due to a prin- 
cefs whofe birth commanded refpeft from him. 

The Tartar only laughed at the impotent rage of 
his prifoner ; he carried him about afterwards in 
his train, loaden with chains ; and they even pre- 
tend, that he caufed him to be fluit up in an iron 
cage like a wild .beaft. Bajazet could no longer 
fupport fuch a number of outrages ; and his mifi* 
fortune was the greater, becaufe be had always been 
happy before. Some hiftorians pretend, that life 
growing infuppor table to him, he, to put an end 
to it, knocked out his brains againft the bars of his 
cage. Other writers relate, that a Have having in- 

folcntly 
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folendy thrown him a fifh bone, as he would ban 
done a dog, Bajazet, after having fharpened it with 
his teeth, made ufe of it to difpatch himfclf : others, 
again, make him to die of an apoplexy, as they 
were conducing him to Samarchand, the capital of 
Tamerlane’s dominions. 

As all the defigns of that prince had ever tended 
to an imperious fovereignty, he had no fooner tri- 
umphed over the power and life of Bajazet, but he 
propofed to reduce all the other princes of Anato- 
lia. Mod of them, thofe cfpecially who had in*- 
plored his prote&ion againft Bajazet, were continu- 
ally makiog their court to him ; but under the 
name of allies, they were little different from his o- 
ther fubje&s, and thefr chains no left heavy for be- 
ing gilt. There was none but the grand mafter of 
Rhodes and his knights, who, though eternal ene- 
mies to the Turks, would not yet crouch under 
the power of the Tartar ; this was the reafon which 
obliged him to declare war againft them. But as 
he had no fleet to tranfport his army crofs the fea, 
and befides, as the whole ifland of Rhodes was de- 
fended by baftions, redoubts, towers and bulwarks, 
and feemed to make but one fingle fortrefs, and to 
defy an attack on any fide, the Tartar chofe ra- 
ther to begin with Smyrna, a city inhabited by the 
knights, rich by its commerce, and having the 
convenience of a port, which in time might fuppiy 
him with ihips to tranfport his troops into the iflc 
of Rhodes, and the other iflands in the Mediter- 
ranean and Archipelago, which he was defirous of 
conquering. 

The city of Smyrna, as we have already .obferved, 
is fituated in that part of Alia which was peopled by 
the Greeks, and known antiently by the name of 
Ionia, though fince called, as it is at this day, A- 
natolia. The town was built like an amphiteatre, 
on the declivity of an bill that lay to the fouth- 
mc ft; but from the middle up to the very top of 

this 
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tliis hill, nothing was to be feen but ruins; the 
lower part was always welt inhabited. In Tamer- 
lane's time there was a caftle which guarded and 
commanded the port. Brother John de Biandra* 
prior of Lombardy, when he took this fort, had 
put the arms of the church upon it. And though 
Clement VI. who was at the head of the chriflian 
league, aflumed to himfelf the honour of this con- 
queft, yet Gregory XL one of his fucceffors, weary 
of the charge of maintaining a garrilon in it, grant* 
ed the property of it to the knights of St. John* 
who undertook to defend it. 

It is eafy to imagine, from what has been obferr* 
ed in the courfe of this hiftory, what a vaft ex- 
pence the maintaining of this place, and the forti- 
fications which they added to it, were to the order, 
they always keeping there a numerous garrifon*. 
commanded by fo me of the knights. The grand 
mailer feeing himfelf on the point of being attack- 
ed, either by Bajazet or Tamerlane, according ax 
fortune fhould decide of their fate, fent brother 
William de Mine, the grand hofpi taller of the or- 
der, to command in Smyrna ; and he threw into 
the place at the fame time a lupply of ammunition 
and provifionJpa body of frefh troops to reinforce 
the garrifon, and a fum of money for the paying 
of them. 

Tamerlane, who knew that Smyrna was ftill bet- 
ter fortified by the number and valour of its defen- 
dants, than by its fortifications and height of its 
walls* in order to prevent the dangers and length 
of a fiege that might prove a very bloody one, made 
no other demand but what he thought neceflary for 
his glory, infilling only as a point of honour, that 
the knight, who commanded in the place, fhould 
fuffer him to plant his ftandard upon the towers i 
but the governor rejected' this propofition with in- 
dignation, there was no remedy left, but the for* 
tune of war mull decide that of the place. Ta- 
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aierlane, * incenfed at the refufal, caufed it to Vn 
inverted ; his troops began their attack by filling njl 
the ditches with earth, hurdles and fafeines, whiliti 
their archers were plying thofe that defended th|H 
walls, with fliowers of arrows. The knights 
frequent Tallies to hinder their works from advaqH 
cing ; there was every day fome fkirmirti or othfM 
in which thofe foldiers of Jefus Chrirt rtrove with# 
mulation to fignaliae their valour againft the inq 
dels. ;i 

The next thing Tamerlane had recourfe to wqj 
that of undermining the walls : but the Chriftiafl 
throwing down great pieces of rock, large Roue 
and beams of timber, cruftied the moft daring! 
pieces, and hindered the reft from coming near-T 
foot of the walls. The Tartar provoked aM 
brave a rertftance, and greater defigns calling J 
his prefence in other places, he refolved, in * 1 
to take the place with a greater expedition, to ■ 
tempt a fealado. With this view he caufed a _ 
digious number of wooden towers to be built : t 
were a fort of walking machines, which the 
ers pufhed upon wheels, and brought very near (pc 
walls. Chalcondilas, fpeaking ofy^Is fiege, flpfe 
that Tamerlane put two hundred 4(1 1 in ever 
of thefe towers, which had ladders within 
and a fort of rtair-cafes to go up to the 
floors. The loweft floor was generally defigr 

* Hie etiam Tamerlanm Stnyrnam tunc fortiflimunt caftrwW If? 
Grsecia, vicinum Turcorum dminio, quod erat ho'pitalis fan&i Jw* 
annis Hierfolymitani, etiam ea tempeflace, vi deftruendo foJo j 

wit. Tamen quidam Cathaianus qui pro todem ho fp; tali or*t capita* 
ileus, fi vexillum dicti Tamerlani fuper ill > collocare voluiflct, «§*■* 
tu (u|ufdam epifeopi chriftiani rameiianus illud nullatenOs deftroxil* 
fet: ied quia di&us Cathaianus illud cum faftii feu alias recu'artt ft- 
cere, di&us Tamerlanus hoc aegre ferens, et vm viribus. atcumuiaot, 
tandem dilhim caftrum ccpit et deftrwxir totalizer j I * deo quod eliajn»* 
%t ip .1 met fraires diets kdpitalis aiunt, cum ccutum millibus florepo- 
rum auri in datum pridinum reduci non pojflet. Thcodorici a N'c*. 
tip Schifmate* Lib. a. cap. ja. 
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fte workmen who conduced the machine, or for 
Ike foldiers who worked to undermine the wall ; 
4e middle floor was to be on a level with the top 
if the wall, and contained a bridge which was to be 
jirown down upon the w?U itfelF, for the befiegers 
fepafs upon it and force their way into the place; 
ilftd, upon the highelt floor they placed their arch- 
ils, who, having the advantage of the higher poft, 
fcfcfted and drove off with thor arrows fuch as of- 
fered to defend the place. 

Cherefeddin Ali, a native of Yedz, a cotempo- 
author, tranflated out of the Perfian tongue 
m the French, by the late M. Petit de la Croix 
Boor, ha6 left us a relation of the fiegcgof Smyrna * 
though that author does not exprefsly name 
t knights of Rhodes, yet it is very eafy to dif- 
lifli them in the defer jption that he gives of the 
iers of the place ; and I fancy it will not be 
reeable to the reader to copy that paflage of 
thiftory. The Perfian hiftorian, who died in 
exprefies himfelf on this fubjoft, in thefe, or 
»bke terms. 





tmr was informed, that there was upon the 
jaft a place exceeding ftrong, built of hewn 
, furrounded by the fea on three fides, and 
tthat of the land by a deep ditch, all built with 
and cemented from the top to the bottom ; 
there was a great number of Europeans 
it ; that it was called Ifmir or Smyrna ; 
^*hat the Greeks looked upon it as an holy place ; 
ted perfons refort ed thither from remote coun- 
Uries in pilgrimage with great devotion, who there 
M offered up their vows, and brought their alms’; 
44 that there was near it, about the diftance of an 
** horfe’s courfe, another fortrefs upon the ridge 
44 of a mountain, called alfo Ifmir, but pofiefied 
44 by Mufiulmen, who were continually at war with 
** thofe of the other place, on account of their dif- 

“ ferencc 
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44 ference in religion ; and as the Smyrna of tk 
44 Chriftians was furrounded by the fea on thr< 
u fides, they were relieved from Europe by (e; 
44 and had provifions, cloaths, arms, and all oth< 
44 neceffaries brought them that way. And as thj 
44 place was feated in the fartheft part of the froj 
44 tiers of Alia, and the country or the Muilulx^P 
44 the Greeks carried on from thence a cruel wa 
44 and defended the place, as being of the utmo 
f< confequence to them ; that it had never been t; 
44 ken by any Muffiilman prince, nor ever paid tr 
44 bute to any body ; that Amurath, the father < 
44 Bajazet, had taken the field' feveral times at th 
“ head of a mighty army without being able to cai 
f< ry his point, and that Bajazet himfelf had kej 
44 it befieged for feven years together, without ma 
u king any progrefs in it; .that this place infeftec 
44 the Muflulmen exceedingly, and nothing was r 
44 be feen but (laughter and ftreams of blood flow 
## ing continually into the fea like torrents. 

44 When Timur was informed of the (late o 
44 Smyrna, his zeal for religion perfuaded him tha* 
44 it was his duty to deliver the MulTulmen from 
44 trouble by entirely deftroying their enemies. He 
44 detached thither the Mirza Pirmehcmet Gmar 
44 choicz, the Emir Ch^ck Nouredden, 

44 with orders, firft to fummon them by an’KIfMI 
44 fador to embrace the MufTulman religioari^jfil 
44 fuch is Mahomet’s order;) that if they flniM 
44 be happy enough to do fo, his pleafure wfta tha 
44 they fhould be kindly treated, and that* thJ 
44 fhould give him notice of it, in order thflflt Ifl 
44 might bellow his favours upon them ; that I 
44 their obftiriacy fhould foften, and whilft they dl 
44 fired to continue chriftians, would fubmit to pS 
44 tribute, they fhould regulate the fum with the! 
44 and receive it ; but if, unhappily for them, tb J 
44 fhould dare to ftand upon their defence, tfeJ 
44 fhould put them all to the fword. 1 
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u The Mirza and the Emirs obeyed immediately, 

11 and coming before Smyrna, feiu an etcbaliador 
1 to invite the inhabitants to turn Mulliilmen, uling 
‘ threats as well as promifes for that purp »le; but 

* as they were predeftinated to ddfru£tion, both 
“were ufelefs ; and Mahmouy, the governor of 
u -Ihe place, had fent to demand fuccour of all the 
“ princes of Europe, fo that he had got together a 

* great number of the braveft chrirtian captains, 

;t or rather a company of mad devils, who erefkd 
“ magazines there, and fupplied it with ammunition 

and provilions. 

“ Our generals gave advice thereof to the court, 
** and Timur, upon the news, refolved to go thi- 

* ther in perfon. He left hi$ baggage at the foot 
** of the mountain of Tire ; and though it was 

* winter, and the weather exceeding rainy, he 
\ u would needs mount on horfeback, that the me- 
tt 'rit of this religious war might be afcribed to him, 
44 and march on that fide. He arrived there on 
“ Saturday the 6th of Jumazyulevel an. 805. at the 
.•A head of his army, and fent orders to the Mirza 

.internet Sultan, who was in winter-quarters at 
■S ; #*Magnifcah, to advance and poft himfelf be- 
.Jhft Smyrna. The like orders were fent to Me- 
isdmiren Chuh and Bonleen, as alfo to the E-. 
mir Gehan-chah and others. At Timur’s ar- 
m r iv a i before the place, they beat all their drums 
and ket,tle drums, and the whole army fet up a 
w great fhout. The place was immediately attack- 
** ed on the land fide, and every general car- 
** ried on the fap over againft his poft, and pre- 
€t pared epgines and battering rams for the aflault. 
€t They (hot -arrows and threw pots of wildfire u- 
€t pon the gates of the caftle ; the Emir Chamelec 
** caufed likewife great fcaffokls with three feet to 
€i be ere&ed in the middle of the water near one 
•* another, over which they threw great planks, 
u and from the two fides of the caftle to the place 
Vol. II, U 4t where 
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where the feet of the fcaffolding touched ifpo 
the land, they made a plain even way, and i 
firm, that the foldiers might boldly ftand an 
walk on them, without fearing their breatdri 
down, and fight there as well as if they had feed! 
upon land. This being finifhed, the Mufifulmd 
took their bucklers, and got up on the fcaftbfcty 
attaulting the cattle from thence ; and the 
being thus Ihut up on the fide of the fea, it 
impoflible for any body whatever to fuccourtfl 
befieged. ' j 

€t In the mean time the Mirzas, Meher 
fultan, and Miranchah arrived' having left 
baggage at Magni*fiab, under the care of* 
Emir Chamfeddin- Abbas: this reinforcefl 
was of great fervice in forwarding the fiege,fl 
Timur gave orders for the general aflault. 

Emir of Loumans and colonels of Hezares, 
their troops advanced to it, each on the 
where he was potted,: •and the affault lafted 
morning till evening, and from the evening^ 
morning, the brave men on both fides perfo 
ing actions of wonderful vigour. If the i 
was obftinate and refolute, the defence w| 
qual to it, and no body had time to rettt 
ment ; the engines and battering rams 
down the walls and towers, and the befieged 1 
undaunted, were continually throwing pots'j 
naphta, wildfire, and fliowers of ftones and'df^j 
rows from engines as well as bows, without ill! 
leaft intermiflion. 

“ All this while the rain was fo exceffive, that ft 
looked as if the univei fe was going to be over- 
whelmed with a fecond deluge; yet notwith- 
ttanding this prodigious ttorm, the indefatigable 
Timur was every moment giving orders to h& 
generals, and encouraging his foldier$ in perfbn. 
After the miners had finittied their works, and 
propped up the batttons and courtines with 

€( ttobes, 
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“ ftones, they filled the mines with fafeines and 
“ ^ a gg ots dipped in naphta and fet fire to them ; 
upon which the walls were thrown down at 
once, and feveral of the befieged fell from the 
top of them, and were killed. The muflul- 
men forced them fword in hand to quit the 
breaches that they defended, and made their 
way into Smyrna, crying out victory, and praif- 
“ ing God, to whom they offered the heads of all 
their enemies by way of thankfgiving for their 
fuccefs. Very few of thofe efc aped who had 
thrown themfelves into the fca, and were fwim- 
ming to the ihips that lay off, great numbers of 
“ them being drowned in the attempt. After they 
u had put the people of Smyrna to the fword. 
“ they demoliihed the buildings both of the town 
“ and cable, and threw the materials, the bricks, 
“ arms and goods, into the fea. 

“ Some great fhips called Caracas came from 
certain parts of Europe ; thefe had two mails at 
(i leab, and were well provided with foldicrs and 
“ avais on board to fuccour thofe of Smyrna. 
“ "When they drew near the port, and favv no 
u marks either of the town or caftle, they, were 
" tfartled and bopped their courfe. Timur gave 
“ orders to throw the heads of fome of the Chri- 
u fiians on board thefe blips, and the throwers of 
: wildfire having executed his orders, feveral 
heads fell into the very fhips. The feamen know- 
“ ing the heads of their comrades, tacked about 
“ and returned in a fright, altogether dilappoint- 
11 ed pf their expe&arion.’’ 

This is Clierefeddin's relation of what pab at the 
fiege of Smyrna. It is plain from thence, that 
what he fays of the pilgrimages made by the Chri- 
ftians to that city, whither, he fays, they brought 
alms, is to be underflood of Jerufalein, which name 
the knights were called by. The fuccour which 
thofe oj Smyrna fent to get in Europe, from 
U 2 whence 
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whence they received a number of brave captains, 
or rather a company of mad devils, all this defcrip- 
tion reprefents 'the gallant defence made by the 
knights. Theaurhor has not forgot the great car- 
rack of the order, and when he treats the knights 
as fea-faring men, it is plain that he means thoie | 
of Rhodes. Yet after all, they were unable, as 
we have feen, to refift the efforts of Tamerlane. 

That barbarian, as his cuftom was, flaughteredf 
all the inhabitants, and demOlifhed the place. H4?| 
adted in this cruel manner, purpofely to intimidatiy 
fuch as fhould refufe to open their gates to himil 
Whenever he laid liege to any town, they alwayn 
planted the firft day a white ftandard upon his tentj-l 
to (hew that he was difpofed to ufe clemency tm 
thole that fhould furrender immediately. The dsjf] 
following, that fignal was of a red colour, to figoK 1 
fy that he would have blood, and that the lives of ,, | 
the governor and thofe principal officers of tjt« 
garrifon mijft pay for their not furrendering on’ 
the firft fummons. But the third day they planted* 
a black ftandard, to declare, that whether the 
place was carried by ftorm, or made a volunt; 
iurrendeY, every body was to be put to death, 
the town entirely deftroyed. Notwithftanding af 
precautions that his cruelty made him take, fc 
knights, and a confiderable number of the foldier* 1 
made their efcape, upon the town^ being takea, 
by throwing tkemfelves into the fea, £nd fwimming 
to the fliips that were come to throw fuccours into 
the place. 

Tamerlane whom we mayconfider as another At-‘ 
tila, and as a fcourge of God, after filling Afia Mi- 
nor with blood, had a defign to pal's over into Eu- 
rope, and extend his conquefts as far as the pillars 
of Hercules ; to crofs afterwards the ftreights of 
Gibraltar, and after reducing Africa, to return by 
the way of -gypt into his own dominions. But as 
he was making preparations proportionable to fo 

vaft 
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vaft a projedt, he received advice that a king of 
India, whofe name hiftorians do not mention, had 
fallen into Perfia, ravaged a great part of the 
country, and taken Cheri, one of the principal ci- 
ties of that kingdom, where Tamerlane’s treafure 
was kept, which now became the prey of this other 
barbarian . 

The proud Tartar, who fancied himfelf fuperior 
to all the monarchs of the world, and perhaps even 
to fortune, and the condition of human nature it- 
feif, fell into a rage at the news. He marched im- 
mediately ag dnft that prince, refolving to cut him to 
pieces ; but after feveral engagements and trials of his 
forces, finding he had to do with a prince as power- 
ful and as great a captain as himfelf, and feeling him- 
felf iikewife advanced in years, he thought proper to 
make peace with his enemy, which he did, and re- 
tire to his own territories to Samarchand, where he 
died a little while af:er *, which was occafioned by 
his having given too great a loofe to wine and wo- 
men. Other hiftorians pretend that he died upon 
the road to China. . liis foils divided his empire 
between them, but foon fell into diflentions, which 
gave Bajazet’s children an opportunity of recover- 
ing their father’s dominions. Thefe were four in 
.ember, viz. Jolhua, Mufulman or Calapin, Mo- 
lbs and Mahomet. Thefe four princes reigned 
fucceflively one after another : the three firft came 
to a violent end ; Mahomet furvived the reft, and 
feveral hiftorians of that nation, without taking no- 
tice of his brothers, rank him as the immediate 
fuccefior to Bajazet. 

Whilft thefe civil wars lafted, and thefe infidel 
princes difputed the empire in their feveral turns, 
the grand mafter made his advantage of their divi- 
£pns ; and to provide for the better fecurity of the 
i%s belonging to the order, particularly of that of 

• April 1,1415, 
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Langos, he formed a project for taking an old 
cattle tttuated on the main land twelve miles from 
that ifland in the gulph of Ceramis, and upon the 
ruins, as they fay, of HalicarnafTus, the capi- 
tal city of Caria, a town famous for the magni- 
ficent tomb that queen Artemifia antiently erect- 
ed for king Maufoleus her hufband. This place 
was not lefs illuftrious in antiquity for the birth of 
the Greek hittorians Herodotus, and Dionyfius 
firnamcd Halicarnaflaeus. The grand matter went 
himfeif on board his fleet, coafted along Caria, 
landed in the gulph, entered in the port with a 
fbuth-weft wind, landed his troops, furprifed and 
attacked a garrifon of Tartars, which Tamerlane 
had left in the place, and made himfeif matter of 
it; but finding it weak, he refolved to raife ano- 
ther, which he built upon a rock; on the point of 
a penmfulathat jutt&L out imo the fea : He named 
it the cattle of St, Peter, and the Turks called it 
afterwards Bidrou, ttrengthening it with all the 
fortifications that art could invent ; the walls 
were very high, and there were port-holes or o- 
penings in them at certain diftances, fupplied with 
cannon, which kept the enemies fliips at a dittance. 
The place was ftill better fortified on the land- 
fide and bdides the height and thicknefs of the 
walls, the entrance of it was defended by bulwarks 
and battions, and it is pretended that feven gates 
mutt be p \fled through, before there was any get- 
ting into the body of the place. There was ?n in- 
feription over the latt of them, in thefe words of 
the pfalmitt, u Nifi Dominus sedificaverit civita- 
u tem fruftra vigilat qui cuttodet earn,” to lignftjr* 
that the ftrongeft garrifons cannot preferve a place 
which is not built in the name and for the glory of 
the Lord. When the fortrefs was in a condition 
of defence the grand matter made them holkjir 
and enlarge the ditches about it, fo as to let the fea 
water into them, and he always kept a certain 

number 
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number of brigantines, barks and feluccas, which 
upon the leaft fignal, in concert with the gallies of 
Lango and Rhodes, blocked up the river of Caria, 
and hind red the veflels of the Corfairs from enter- 
ing it ; and the cattle on the land fide ferved as a 
place of refuge to fuch chriftian {laves of the neigh- 
bouring countries as could find means to efcape out 
the prilons and chains of the infidels. 

| The grand matter’s care was not confined to the 
[lare prefervation of the ifles of the order ; he e- 
jqually concerned himfelf in the defence of all the 
Chriftian ttates in the eatt : he was a fort of general 
ah-brdinary to them. The ifle of Cyprus particu- 
Sfcrly, which is fituated near Rhodes, owed its pre- 
Ifcyation entirely to the fleets and forces of the 
bights. But ir their valour kept the infidels at a 
; fiflance from it, all the prudence and fkill of fhe- 
□sfand matter could not guard againtt and prevent* 
ill effects of the little courage and daftardly fpi- 
!4&* of the Cypriots, a nation* effeminated by luxu- 
ijf and voluptuoufnefs, which though they profeffed 
Ac chriftian religion, ftill facrificed in reality to" 
tfc® goddefs ofpleafure, the ancient tutelar divinity 
of theifland in the times of paganifm. 

* Refer of Lufignan was reigning in the ifland at 
that time. Some important affairs calling him to 
Italy, before his fetting out, left the government of 
his kingdom to the count of Rohas or Rohais ; fo 
they then called the county of Edeffa, of which 
however he was only the titular lord, fince the con- 
queft made of it by the infidels. The regent, in. 
the king’s abfence, debauched the queen, as they 
pretend, and in concert with her, took mea- 
fures to deprive him of his crown : it was almoft* 
itnpoflible for them to have carried their iniquity* 
higher. The king having advice of their ill defigns, 
byarrexprefs fecretly difpatched to him by a lord: 
■whole name was Vifconti, returned home immedi- 
ately, caufed the traitor to be feized, and.delivered 
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him into,the hands of juftice to be punifhed accord 
ing to the rigour of the law. But as the laws ii 
that effeminate nation had fcarce any vigour at all 
the judges being corrupted by the queen’s credii 
and her adulterer’s prefents, pronounced him m 
nocent, and Vifconti was condemned as a fLandeff 
er to perpetual banilhment. The king, enra^ 
at a fentence that difhonoured him, changed fra 
a wife and moderate prince, to be a furious 
cruel tyrant *, and in order to revenge himfelf, 
upon all his lubje&s without diftin&ion. He lo* 
ed them with irons, confifcated their goods, rai 
ed the honour of their wives and daughters, 
even abapdoned them to the minifters of his 
ranny upon the flighteft pretences ; and the 
fpfpicion of rebellion was the fame thing as if ; 
criminal had been found guilty, who was imin <5 
ately hurried away to ppnifhment. 

The common prifons not being fufficient to 
the great number of qnhappy wretches whom, 
cauled to be feized every day, he ordered a q 
qne to be built in the middle of the public fquai 
and from the moft refined vengeance, forced ev 
perfons of quality of both fexes to work at it, 
affift the mafops. In this number of perfpns^-* 
for flavery, th.ere happened to be a woman og 
rit, who tried to engage them to throw off fo^ 
tp ft able a yoke. To gain her point, fh,e, who w 
aj gentlewpman bprn, ^ud of onp of the beft: fafi 
lies in the ifland, under pretence of walking wi| 
greater eafe unfler the burdens fhe was forced to^i 
carry, tucked up her petticoats and fliift above heft 4 
knees, and continued (jo till the king, who caflU* ' 
regularly every day tp fee his workmen, appeared 
with all his court about him : as foon as fhe fa*v* 
him, fhe let down her petticoats, but when he 
gone by, fhe tucked them up agaip. Some perfons/ -| 
ic andalized at this breach of modefty, demandipg 
pf her why fhe veiled her nakednefs before the kmg 
only. 
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jfflnly, “ Becaufe, fays fhe, women are not fo fcru- 
l 14 pulous before one another on that bead # ; and 
P as to you there is not any one among you 
f w that feem to have any thing of the man in him 
P but the king.” This reproach raifed a violent 
Adignation in the Cypriots : they were afhamed of 

E own weaknefs and cowardice, and fell imme- 
lyupon the king, and flew him. They gave 
rown to Petrin or Peter II. his fon, a young 
, who was itill under the direction of a gover- 
and put the regency of the kingdom into the 
> of James de Lufignan, a prince of the blood, 
he child’s uncle. 

is prince, at his acceflion to the government 
»Wthe kingdom, or as others fay, at the young 
‘fidg’s coronation, made a noble feaft t a great 
tttanber of Venetian and Genoefe noblemen were at 
royal entertainment. Thefe ftrangers difputed 
hr precedence, but by the regent’s credit, it was 
fecided that day in favour of the Venetians. The 
Gepoefe, in order to revenge themfelves, refolved 
to tarry it by force, and agreed together to come 
neat day to the palace with arms concealed un- 
der their cloaks. The regent having notice of their 
pfot, ordered eight noble Genoefe, who were walk- 
ingin the hall of the palace, to be thrown out of 
the windows : and to make the cafe ftill more odious, 
they pretend, that thefe noblemen were entirely ig- 
norant of the defign of their countrymen. 

This news being carried to Genoa, the fe- 
nate., to revenge the barbarous outrage, fent a 
ftrong fleet to Cyprus, with fourteen thoufand 
land forces on board, under the command of Peter 
Fregofe. The Genoefe ravaged the ifland, befieged 
and took Famagufta, and feized upon the regent, 
who was carried ignominioufly with the princefs his 
wife to Genoa, and fhut up in prifon. He conti- 

• Hid. de Tide d. Cvpre par Ant, Maria Gratiani. 
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nued there till the youug king his nephew’s death 
who leaving no iffue, he.became his heir. Thi 
Qdnoefe in this juncture fet him at liberty, but IqM 
it him very dear; and before they fuffered biotic 
embark, in order to return to his dominions, 
obliged him to make them a ceffion of the citjt 
Famagufta, to be enjoyed by them in abfolute 
vereignty, and to fubmit to pay them an 
tribute of ten thoufand ducats. 

Janies, to gain his liberty and crown, iigned 
treaty, refolving to give it one day fuch an expl; 
tion as (hould be fuitable to his intereft. The 
ation of his affairs did not allow him, during 
life, to get rid of this vaffalage, Janus his foj 
called becaufe he was born at Genoa, being broi 
up from his cradle in an hereditary hatred ag 
the Genoefe, attempted to furprife the city of 
magufta ; which occafioned a war between 
prince and the Genoefe. Thofe republicans 
for a long time been torn to pieces by the ten 
diffenlions that broke out between the body of 
nobility and the people, and had a little befqn 
ven up themfelves to Charles VI. king of Fr; 
who had put John le Meingre, # called marft 
Boucicauh. to command in Genoa, as goverj 
viceroy. That lord* to oppofe the defigns o|i 
king qf Cyprus, ordered a feet to be fitted out 
mediately, refolving to command it in perfon ; 
till this armament might be in a condition to fet fi| 
he difpatched away Anthony Grimaldi, knight, 
the order of St. John of Jerufalem, with three gftbf 
lies and foqae land forces, which entered the poflr 
of Famagufta, without the leaft oppofitjon. 

Bou^icaulf, having equipped feven great vefi&fj, 
s^nd nine gallies, fet fail for the Levant; he land*; 
$d firft in the ifie of Rhodes, and lyas received 
the grand^ mafter and. the knights with all the 
nours due to his perfonal merit, and to the dignity 
of the prince he reprefented. The grand maftrl 
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lodged him in his own palace, and entertained him 
fcveral times in a caftle or banqueting-boufe leated 
On a riling ground near the city. In the difcourfts 
that palled between thefe two great men in private, 
the grand mailer reprefented to the marfhal, that 
■fhatever pleafure he had to fee him in the ifle of 
Jfetodes, he could not help being fenlibly concern- 
Wat the occalion that brought him thither with an 
ferny; that the ifland of Cyprus lying in the neigh- 
borhood of Palelline and Egypt, had always hi- 
therto been a convenient place for all the European 
Beets to put in at ; that it was the ffrongelf bulwark 
Hie Chrilfians had then left in the Eaft; that he 
hjte going with his army to bring upon it all the 
^jhmities that are 'inseparable from war ; that he 
L*t#Sfeven going to affill theS&razens, and facilitate 
bir conquell of the ifland ; and then conjured 
life to fuffer him to go over into Cyprus, being in 
S^pes that God would blcfs his voyage and inten- 
ffes ; and he might perhaps be happy enough to 
Wftore peace and amity between the two nations. 

fioucicault replied, that conquell Was not fo 
®uchhis bufinefs as the preferving the rights of a 
Kpt:blic that had put itfelf under the protection of 
faking his mailer ; that the king of Cyprus might 
have peace, if he pleafed, and would give over his 
coterprifeon Famagulla, and that as for himfelf, 
bt had much rather turn his arms aginll the infi- 
lls, than employ them again!! a chriftian king, e- 
fpecially againll a prince whofe illullrious houle de- 
rived its original from France. 

The grand mailer having got fo favourable an an* 
fwer, ordered the admiral galley to be fitted out, 
and taking two others with him for a convoy, fet 
fail for. Cyprus. The marfhal not caring to remain 
idle during the grand mailer’s voyage, went on 
board his fleet, thinking to ravage the country a - 
bout Alexandretta, 'a city of Syria, then called 
Lefcandelours or Seanderoon, fituated twenty-five 

leagues 
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leagues fiyyn Aleppo on the gulph of Lajazzo, i 
the midft of fome marfhes, and but a little diftant 
from the fea ; a Turkiih prince was lord of it ; 
that time. Boucicault landed his troops, whic 
conilfted of 800 knights and efquires, amor 
which were the banners of the marfhal, of tl 
feignior d’Acher, of the feignor of Chateau Me 
rant, of mellire William deNaillac, of the fame nan 
with the grand mafter; and thofe likewil'e of tl 
feigniors of Chateauneuf «ind Puyos ; he had aboi 
3000 men on board that little fleet in all. The lor 
of the country was then five great days journe 
from Alexandretta, and was encamped on h 
frontiers to oppofe his brother who difputed th 
feigniory with him The marfhal taking ad van tag 
of his abfence, ordered the feignior of Chateau 
Morand to attack the lower town, whilft brotlu 
Louis de Culan, who executed the office of camp 
marfhal in this little army, guarded a narrow pa/i 
that hindred any fuccours from being thrown in* 
the place. The attack and defence were fmart on 
both (ides ; the Chriftians were twice repulfed, bus 
returning the third time to the aflauit, carried wh 
was called the lower town, that was inhabited chf 
ly by merchants. Every thing there was plundered', 
and their rich magazines amply rewarded the valov. 
of the foldiers, whilft at the fame time the marflu 
fleet made themfelves mafters of the port. The lord > 
Scanderoon having advice, that whilft he was de- 
fending the entry of his country againft his bio 
ther, the Chriftians were on the point of taking hil 
capital, haftened to the fuccour of the place, whicl 
was much ftraitened. He made fever al attempts li 
throw in fuccour, but finding all the paiTes iccwi 
by the marflial’s troops, he had recourfe to trtail 
a method always molt fuitable to tl\e weaker fkfl 
and fent embafladors to the marfhal to complail 
that without having ever had any difpute with til 
Genoefe, and without any previous declaration J 
a waf 
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jpr, he had fallen upon his dominions, and there 
Ipmmitted a£ts of hoffiiity, which are ne\tr prac- 
pfcd but between open and declaicu cnctGcs. 
f His embailadors added, that how juft foever the 
Ipmplaints of their mafter were, yet if the marfhal 
Would withdraw his troops our pf his territories, he 
fas ready to enter into a ftrift confederacy with 
tim ; and in cafe he came to a rupture with the 
ing of Cyprus, he would oblige himfelf to furnilh 
im all the neceflary fupplies for fuftaining that war 
H an iflaod fo remote from Genoa 
iThemarfhal liltened to thefe propofals the more 
fllingly, in that if he was obliged to make war in 
ypius, he might draw provilions and other fuc- 
purs from that country which lay near the ifland ; * 
pfcd befides he was afraid of making any ftay on 
coaft, in a feafon when the air of Alexandret- 
^wasfo very unwholfome and dangerous, by rca- 
Jpn of the exhalations arifing from the marfhes, 
then thofe who did not die outright, would be furc 
W* to come off without a grievous fit of licknefs. 
Baring there made his treaty with the lord of the 
country, and fpent only 14 days in the expedition, 
he re- embarked his troops, and flood off for the 
coaft of the ifle of Cyprus, to haflen the grand 
rafter’s negotiation, but he found the affair very 
touch forwarded. 

That prince having a conference with the king, 
toade him fenfible of the power of the Genoefe, 
and reprefented to him that he was not in a condi- 
gn to make head againflt the forces of th^t repu- 
te ; efpecially when commanded by a general of 
the marflial’s experience ; that if he fhould call the 
Venetians to his fuccour, he would make his coun* 
lr y the theatre of a bloody war ; that he himfelf 
^onld be the vidlim of it ; and that whoever would be 
ti&orious in war, he would have nothing left him 
hut the choice of his tyrants : that he therefore ad- 
tiled him to adhere religioufly to the treaty wjiich 
Vol.II.- X the 
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the Genoefc had made with the king his father, aw 
not to trouble them in the pofleffion of Famagufta 
by which means he would intereft them in the de 
fence of the whole ifland, againft the enterprifesoj 
the fultans of Egypt, who hadfeveral times attempt 
ed already to make themfelves mailers of it. j| 

This reprefentation was not only founded HpQ| 
good fenfe and the \yifeft politics, but being giv^j 
from the grand mafter, was fomejhing more tluHj 
bare advice. The kings of Cyprus had for mw 
years been fupported merely by the prote&ion aijj 
fuccours which they drew from Rhodes ; and tS 
prince then reigning could not rejeCl the graifg 
matter’s good offices and mediation, without incUM 
ring the indignation of the whole order. 
grand mafter indeed was at that timeconfidered aslH 
moft powerful chriftian prince in all the eaft ; 
the order never had braver officers, nor a grmd| 
number of them. The convent was g en €n|jW 
peopled with a thoufand knights ; moft of the iAp 
called Sporades depended on it, and the fea MV 
covered with their fleets. The Rhodian merchMO 
under the protection and convoy of the vefl&Hif 
the order, grew rich at the fame time by their 
merce : there was not a corfair that durft veM f 
hear the feas of Lycia, and we may affirm, AHfc 
the arms of the order were as terrible to the infidela, 
as its valour was generally efteemed by tho prkfees 
of Chriftendom ; fo that it is lefs furprizing thh 
king of Cyprus fliould pay fo fubmiffive a deferent 
to the gfand mafter’s fentiments. It was agrfred 
between them, that the fiege of Famagufta fhoakl 
be raifed, and the king, by the grand matter’s me- 
diation, had a conference with the marlhal ; but a 
difficulty ftarted up, which had like to have ruined 
the negotiation before the treaty was figned. 

The Genoefe engaged Boucicault to infift that 
the king of Cyprus lhould re-imburfe them the il> 
pence of the war, which they made amount to very 
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iniiderable fums. The king pretended on the 
ptrary, that they ought to be fatislied that he 
out of regard to the grand mafter, been plea- 
to be content to raife the liege of a place which 
belonged to his anccftors for fo many ages, and 
h he was on the point of reducing. Both 
maintained their pretenfions with equal ar- 
and there was reafon to apprehend that this 
might break oft' the whole treaty ; but the 
mafter, who knew the importance and nc- 
of a peace, prevailed with the king of Cy- 
to pay the Genoefe 70,000 ducats ; and as the 
prince was not mafter of fuch a Aim, he got 
him out of the treafury of the order, which 
W'ity had the regal crown, with vefiels of 
k 1 filvpr, and precious ftones, as a pawn, 
money advanced Ihould be ail paid. After 
elufioo of this treaty, the grand mafter and 
■narlhal rc-imbarked, but before they returned 
‘ s, they refolved to ravage the coafts of 
gpd Paleftine, which were then in the pofTtffion 
if the Saracens, and the troops of Tamerlane, 
ded on the coaft of Tripoli, thinking to 
the garrifon and inhabitants of the place ; 
found the fhore defended by above 15000 
in which number were 600 cavalry, part of 
rlane’s troops, all drefied, fays the hiftorian 
ncicault, in fine velvet and cloth of gold. 
Though the Chriftians faw plainly that the infi- 
had notice of their defign, and were prepared 
►{receive them, yet they refolved to make a dc- 
t upon the coafts of the Saracens. The mar- 
ftal put himfelf at their head with the grand ma- 
fter, who was attended by brother Kaimond de Le~ 
fture, grand prior of Touloufe, brother Peter dp 
Beaufremont, hofpitaller, and a great number of 
other knights of the order. Thefe knights, hurried 
on by their courage, and without waiting till the 
boats could put them on fhore, threw themlelves up 
X 2 to 
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to the neck in the fea, and advanced boldly fwor< 
in hand againft the infidels ; and though the chri 
flian troops made at moft but 3000 men, and th 
Saracens army was computed at 15,000, our knights 
fuftained by the troops of Genoa, charged them fi 
furioufly, that the barbarians, not able to ftand th 
attack, gave ground and fled, but rallied after 
wards at fome diftance from the fhore, when thti 
commanders drew them up in order of battk 
There was no great likelihood that the Chriftian 
fliould wi h fo fmall a force advance, and attack th 
great body of Saracens, which was like wife cover 
ed with hedges and defiles, and had the ftrong cit) 
of Tripoli behind them. But the grand mailer anc 
the marfhal could not bring themfelves, notwith 
Banding the inequality of number, to re-imbark 
without advancing nearer them ; fo that letting 
their foldicrs take breath a while, they divided their 
little army into three bodies ; and taking care not 
to get at too great a diftance' from the fhore, for 
fear of being intercepted by the Saracens, they 
march towards them, and attack them fword i 
hand. They charge on both fides, and clofe toge- 
ther in a moment; the combat grows bloody, and 
lafts for fome time with fury ; but the greateft Iols 
falling upon the infidels, they can no longer bear 
up again It the efforts of the Chriftian? ; they retire 
into gardens planted with fruit-trees, and fenced 
about with thick hedges, but not thinking them- 
felves fafe enough there, moft of them run to the 
very city for refuge ; in a word, the whole body is 
broke, and the chriftian generals meet with no ene- 
my to refift them. However, not having a fuffi- 
cient body of troops to form the fiege of Tripoli, a 
place of great ftrength, and defended by a garrifon 
numerous enough to take the field, the Chriftians 
re-embarked ; but before they returned, the grand 
mafter and the marfhal, refolved to make an at- 
tempt on Barutb, and try if they fliould find the 
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enemy on their guard, and prepared to receive 
i them. 

I Baruth, or Berytus, a town of Phoenicia, was at 
that time confiderable on account of its commerce. 
Its harbour ferved for a fort of ttaple to all the 
jnerehandife carried from Egypt into Europe ; and 
jnoft of the chriftian merchants, and particularly 
the Venetians, had their counting houfes and con- 
. jfiderable magazines there. The chriftian fleet fail- 
^ iog on its courfe faw a light bark, called at that 
feidme Gripperio, coming out of the port of Baruth, 
f #nd making .all the fail it could to get out to fea, 
j$nd efcape from the Chriflians ; but a gailey being 
Ordered to purfue it, foon came up with it, and 
; fought it back to the generals. The captain of 
' little vefiel being examined according to the 
Sars of war, abour his condition and circumttances, 

| the reafon of his eagernefs to avoid the chrifti- 
[ is fleet, he owned hinifelf a Chrittian and a Veneti- 
i fin, but did not care to fay more. However, being 
Threatened to be put to the rack, the fear of tor- 
tee made him confefs, that he had. been difpatch- 
idby the Venetian general to all the lea-pons of 
Jfttewcia, Paleftine and Egypt, to give the fubje&s 
0f the fultan of Egypt advice of the Chriftians being 
it fea, under the command of the grand matter of 
fihodes and the governor of Genoa, in order that 
they might take the neceflary precautions againft 
the enterprifes of their enemies. Mott of the foU 
dters and officers of the fleet, enraged at the intel- 
ligence given them by this Venetian, were for 
throwing him into the lea, but were hindered by 
their generals, who continued firm in their refolu- 
tion of keeping on their courfe and making a dc~ 
feent near Baruth. 

As the town was but poorly fortified, the inha- 
bitants, upon the advice brought them by the Ve- 
netian, had carried off the beft of their effe&s into 
the woods and mountains. This did not prevent 

X 3 


Digitized by Google 



24 6 HISTORY OF THE 

t’ie Chriftians from landing ; and after plundering 
the town, they fet it oft fire, re- embarked and fail- 
ed towards Sayda, anciently called bidon, another 
town of Phoenicia, 35 miles from Baruth. They 
found the fame precautions there, viz. the port and 
fhore lined with inhabitants all in arms, to the 
number of 10,000 men. The grand maftcr and the 
marfhal, however, by help of the engines which 
they had on board, made their defeent at the head 
of 200 men of arms, and as many crofs-bow men, 
and were going to land the reft of the troops, when 
they were furprifed by fo violent ftormy weather, 
and a contrary wind, that they could not continue 
their landing. The grand mafter ancT marfhal faw 
themfelves by this means left with only 5 or 6oe 
men about them., deftitute of fuccours, and expo- 
fed to enemies vaftly fuperior in ftrength, who 
might have cut them in pieces if they had known 
how to make their advantage of lb favourable an 
opportunity. 

The barbarians indeed advanced to charge them*, 
but the Chriftians doling and keeping their ranks, 
'made head againft them on all fides with fo refo* 
lute a countenance, that they thought fit only to 
fight at a diftance and incommode them with their 
arrows. The Chriftians did the fame, and the fea, 
after a ftorm of five hours, growing calm, they re- 
imbarked in fight of the infidels, who never durft 
advance nearer than within bow fhot of them. 

The fleet landed afterwards on the coaft of Lid- 
da, another town of Paleftine, which the Greeks 
called anciently Diofpolis, i. e, the city of Jupiter. 
This place as fituated in a plain, about a league 
north of Ramatha ; it was covered on one fide by 
a mountain, and on the other by a wood. They 
landed there, not on the fide of the main fea, but 
in a little creek or bay, which was defended by two 
towers. They difeovered only 3000 men, or there- 
abouts, who appeared and kept themfelves at a dif- 
tance 
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tance from the fea. Teeming to be afraid of them, 
jThe generals, in order to reconnoitre them, put 
[$> me troops on ffiore, without any oppofition be- 
ing made to their landing, and upon the report of 
4 he principal officers, refolved to attack the enemy 
feext day. But for fear left the barbarians affifted 
:bj the night, fhould furprife the troops that were 
%nded, they made them retire on board the fleet 
in the evening. The infidels feeing the Chriftians 
we-embarking, and believing that their fcouts had 
■Bfcovered the ambufeade, which they had laid be- 
ilwecn the town and the fea, Tallied out from be- 
Ipad the mountain, and the wood, to the number 

above 30,000 men, all of them fword in hand; 
4 d letting up a great fhout, advanced boldly to 
,|fe foot of the towers, and very brink of the feai 
jilt was this precipitate eagernefs of theirs to fliew 
’’■fcemfelves, which faved the Chriftians, who would 
L,4tfe have been all cut off the next day, if they had*, 
f -fttrfuant to their generals dtfign, marched to Lid- 
>da, and advanced into the plain, where they muft 
have been intercepted and furrounded by an army 
liiatwasfo very numerous, and fo vaftly fuperior 
to their own. 

The grand mafter and the marfhal feeing the fea- 
fbn fo far advanced, and that therfc was nothing te 
be done along the coaft, took leave of one another, 
the grand mafter returning to Rhodes, and the 
marfhal failing for Famagufta, where, upon his 
arrival, he gave the neceflary orders for the fecu- 
rity of t> e place. He ftayed but a few days there, 
and then fet out on his return to Italy ; but before 
he made for Genoa, he touched at the ifle of 
Rhodes, to thank the grand mafter and the order, 
for their good offices towards him in the late trea- 
ty concluded with the king of Cyprus. The grand 
mafter treated him nobly, ftored his fleet with pro- 
Vifions and refrefhments, and fhewed him before 
he embarked, the principal, fortrefies of the ifland, 
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their garrifons, arms, and the magazines in ead| 
of them. The marftiai admired particularly 
port of Rhodes, which was fortified with two JM 
ties, well provided with warlike engines that coiM 
snanded the mouth of it, and filled with an infinite 
number of (hips of war, merchant veflels, gallics 
and galliots, faicks and felucca’s, mod of them 
equipped for war, and making frequent returns 
with various prizes that they were continually ta- 
king from the infidels, and chiefly from the fubje<f;s 
of the fultans of Egypt. Thofe barbarians could 
fcarce venture any more out of the port of Alex- 
andria, Or fail in the feas of Cyprus and JLycia, 
without being fnapped up by the knights of Rhodes. 

The fultan, though full of refentment at thei'e 
captures, and the feveral defeents whLh the grand 
tnafter had juft made upon his coafts, thought it 
yet more proper to make peace with the order, than 
to continue a war fo prejudicial to -his fubjtcls : 
with this view he fent an embaflador to Rhodes. 
As the knights were on the point of entering into 
a league of chriftian princes againft the Turk, and 
it was not proper to have two fuch mighty enemies 
to oppofe at once, they refolved to hear the fultan ’s 
minifter. Commiffioners were named to enter up- 
on a negotiation, and peace was foon enough a- 
greed upon, by reafoa of the difpofition there v;as 
in both parties to conclude it ; but it was eafv e- 
.nough to fee that the grand mafter preferibed ttel 
terms of the treaty. 

Naillac, who had always in view the fpirh-jBd| 
main defign for which his order was inftituted, tooM 
care to have it ftipulated, that in order to pvewgra 
the profanations of infidels, he fhould have tett ■ 
to wall in the holy fepulchre ; that he might aifdM 
keep fix knights in Jcrufalem who fhould be ^1 
empted from all Carache, i. e. from all trib$&n;| 
who might entertain other knights in their hoilftyl 
and fuch pilgrims as ihauld ,come out of .devotbol 
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L *o the holy city ; that the order might ranfom chri- 
r ftian flaves either by paying the lame money that 
they coft their matters, or by giving a Saracen in 
| exchange for a Chrittian ; that there ttiould be a 
| free commerce between the fubje&s of the order 
! and thofe of the fultan, and that the grand matter 
might keep confuls at Jerufalem. Rama and Alex- 
andria, to lecure the Chriftians from the exactions 
they were expofed to in the territories of the inti- 
dels : ' and in fine, that the {hips of the order might 
export corn out of the fultan’s dominions. It was 
agreed likewife, that in cafe either* party was for 
breaking the treaty, and beginning the war a-frefh, 

1 £e fhould be obliged to make a public denunciation 
it three months before, that both fides might 
fccure their efFe£b before a£ls of hoftility were be- 
jun : all which conditions are a demonftration of 
l&e fultan ’s eagernefs (o make peace, and his fear 
of the power and forces of the knights. 

- But how numerous would the forces of this for- 
njidable body have been, had they not been divided 

% the unhappy fchifm which then infefted the or- 
r as well as the univerfal church ? We have al- 
ready obferved, that there were two popes at the 
feme time in the church, each of them having dif- 
ferent nations under their authority, and two fu- 
periors in the order independent on each other. 
The convent of Rhodes, the knights in the eatt, 
'with thofe of France, Caftile, Scotland, and part 
of Germany, acknowledged the authority of the 
grand matter, who adhered to Benedict XIII. fuc* 
cefior to Clement VII. whilft the popes that fuc- 
ejrteded Urban VI. had, in order to retain the Ar- 
^agonian, Italian, and Englifli knights, as well as 
thofe of the kingdoms of the north, Bohemia and 
Hungary, in their obedience, appointed Italian 
commanders to be their fuperiors, under the title 
of lieutenants of the grand matterfhip ; and who, 
as if that great dignity was not already filled up, 

governed 
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governed this part of the order without having the 
lead intercourse with the grand matter of Rhodes, 
It is eafy to guefs what prejudice fuch a fatal divh 
fion mud caufe in that iiland, which faw its forces 
divided, and that for a long time received no con- 
tribution from the priories and commandries that 
had feparated themfelves from the body of the 
order. 

Happily at this juncture the cardinals who ad« 
hered to both the popes, excited by the zeal of mod 
of the princes of Chriftendom, agreed together to, 
join their endeavours to ademble a general council} 
and it being then uncertain which of the two ri* 
valsavas the true pope, whether Peter de Luna$ 
ftilea Benedud XII'. or Angelo Corrario, wfc# 
had taken the name of Gregory X I. thefe cfsl 
dinals refolved to put a perfon into the chair df' 
St. Peter, whofe election thould be fo indifp^ 
able, that no Chriftian could help acknowledging 
him for foie and lawful head of the univcrfaL; 
church. 

It was with this view that thefe cardinals had f& 
all the conclaves held from the time of the deathutf 
Urban VI. and Clement VII. fubferibed to a ..to- 
rn al indrument, whereby the perfon who fhntf 
be ele&ed out of their body, engaged himfelf fa* 
the fake of peace to renounce the popedom, which 
they called accepting of the vote of ceffion. But 
experience demondrated afterwards, that all thofe . 
whom they railed to that fupreme dignity, thought 
themfelves, the moment they received the pa pd 
crown, difpenfed from the promifes they had 
made in order to attain it: and the competitors, bf 
a tacit colufion, agreed in nothing but in „ont 
point, which was never to agree upon any of the 
feveral expedients propofed in order to bring about 
a reciprocal ceffion. 

The fear of feeing this fchifm perpetuated in die 
church, determined the cardinals to call a general 

council 
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council in the city of Pifa in Italy. Scarce had a 
more illuftrious, and wiihal a more numerous af- 
fembly been feen in any part of the chriilian World. 
There were prefent at it 22 cardinals, 4 patriarchs, 
12 archbifhops in perfon, and 14 by their proxies, 
80 bifhops, and the proxies of above 100; the 
grand mafter of Rhodes, accompanied with 16 
commanders, the prior of the knights of the holy 
fepulchre, and procurator of the Teutonic order; 
87 abbots, in which number were the abbots, fu- 
periors of the order of the Ciftertians. of Gram- 
mont, of Camaldoli and Vallombrofa. with the 
proxies of the abbots general of the order of the 
Premonflrants, and of St. Anthony of Vienna ; 
the proxies of 200 other abbots ; an iniinite num- 
ber of priors and ecclefiaftics ; the deputies of the 
tmiverfities of Paris, Thouloufe, Orleans, Angers, 
Montpelier, Bologna, Florence, Cracow, Vienna, 
Prague, Cologne, Oxford and Cambridge ; above 
300 doftprs in divinity and canon law ; and the 
atnbaffadors of the kings of France, England, Por- 
tugal Bohemia, Sicily, Poland and Cyprus, of the 
dukes -of Burgundy, Brabant, Lorrain, Bavaria 
an d Pomerania, of the marquis of Brandenburg, 
the landgrave of Thuringia, and of almoft all the 
princes of Germany. 

This famous council wasopened on Lady-day ; they 
fat feveral times n and after feveral cita- 
tions had been made, in vain to the two 1409. 
pretenders, who would never anfwer March 2;. 
them, and all other formalities requi- 
re to be obferved in caufa majori, and in an affair 
of fach importance, the holy council proceeded at 
laft to a definitive fentence, declaring Peter de Luna 
and Angelo Corrario fchifmatics, and guilty of 
perjury and artifice, in order to impofe on the 
faithful, and keep up the fchifm which had dif- 
trafted the church for fo many years together, de- 
priving them of the popedom, and allowing the 
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cardinals to proceed to the eledlion of a fovereigfci 
pontiff : during which the guard of the conclave 
was committed to the grand mafter and his* 
knights 

- Ail the cardinals prefent in the council gave tbei^i 
votes unanimoufly for the cardinal of Milan, wh%j 
at his inauguration, and at the ceremony of hU 
coronation, took the name of Alexander V. a pqfcj 
fon illuftrious for his eminent piety and profoualj 
knowledge : qualities equally to be wifhed in aK 
thofe perfons who fill that auguft dignity. Th m 
pope was a Greek by birth, and of the ifle qfl 
Candia, but born of parents fo miferably poor, ihM 
he was abandoned by them in his infancy, infomucfl 
that he never knew of any he had ; this made 
fay, after his advancement to the pontifical chair* j 
that the church would, during his pontificate, be 
cure from nepotifm. This holy pope indeed 
a more worthy ufe of his riches, employing th£fl|| 
equally in relieving the poor, and in rewarding oi^ 
of virtue and merit. Whatever joy the cburchj|" 
general expreffed at the election of fo pious a p^g| 
and in expe&ation of its putting a final end tojM 
fchifm, no body could be more affe&ed 
than the grand mafter, who confidered it 
means to reunite all chriftian princes, and engags 
them in a league againft the Turks. With thS’i 
view, and to carry on this important negotiation j 
he made choice of brother Walter de Grafiy, prioB , 
of the church of Rhodes, and brother Lucius de 
Valines, grand, marfhal, and fent them as his am* 
bafladors, to moft of the foverigns of Chriftendom* 
to notify to them the pope’s ele&ion. Their orders 
were to reprefent in his name the favourablenefi 
of the .prefent jundlure for making war upon the 
Turks ; that the throne of Bajazet had received a 
terrible (hock by the fall of that prince, and by the 
vi&ories of Tamerlane, and that they might make 
their advantage of the civil wars rifen up between 
2 the J 
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the ions of the Turkilh prince, who difputed his 
fucceflion, and the weak remains of his empire. 
The grand mailer having acquainted the pope 
ith the defign of this embaily, received the praifes 
due to his zeal on that account. The holy pontiff 
told him, that if they could carry their point in 
that affair, he would declare himfelf head oT ihd 
league, and be at the chief expence of the expe- 
dition. At the fame time he fent a nuncio to 
Rhodes, to notify his election to brother Dominic 
of Germany, the grand mailer’s lieutenant, and 
le council and convent of Pvhodes. The pope, 
though the grand mailer was near his perfon, took 
this llep from a particular regard for the whole 
body of the order, which was always fuppofed to 
refidt in the ifle of Rhodes. 

The pope, to put a final end ro the particular 
fdiifm which had fo long infelled the order, iffued 
out a bull which he ordered his nuncio to publifli 
over ail Chriftendom, wherein he declared that 
brother Philibert de Naillac was the only lawful 
grand mafter of all the knights of the order of Sr* 
John of Jerufalem, enjoining, by virtue of the obc* 
ciicnee they owed him, and underpaid of excom- 
munication, ail the religious of the order, whether 
knights, chaplains, or ferving brothers, in what 
part of the world foever they might relidc, to ac- 
knowledge him for their head and only fuperior. , 
In confequence of this bull, the grand mailer 
fummoned a general chapter at Nice, which wa$ 
afterwards tranflated to Aix in Provence ; and ii* 
his fummons, after reprefentipg at large and in a 
moving manner, he evils which the fchilm had 
caufed to the whole church in general, and to 
the order in particular;, he orders all priors, and 
the four oldell commanders of each priory, to ap- 
pear at the chapter by the hi 11 of April, to take 
meafures bv concert for the rdloring of difeipline 
Vol. II. Y an4 
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and the reformation of the order, in the head as 
well as in the members of it. 

The grand matter was preparing to fet out for 
this aflembly, where his prefence yvas highly ne- 
cefihry, in order to exftinguifli the remains of the 
fchifm, and reftore a perfect union and harmony 
between all the knights : when the pope, who knew 
his merit, and the peculiar talent he had for nego- 
tiation, obliged him to undertake an embafiy from 
him to the kings of France and England, who were 
then at war, to mediate a good peace, or at lead a 
long truce between them. The grand mafter ac- 
cepted this commiffion the more willingly, becauie 
he confidered the peace he was going to treat of as 
a means to engage thofe two powerful monarchs to 
join their forces againft the infidels. But not to. 
deprive the order by his abfence of the advantages 
ihat might he expected from the chapter, he al- 
lowed that augutt aflembly to chufe three perfons 
to pi elide there in his ftead; and the choice of the 
tnembers fell upon the brothers James Tivelly prior 
of Auvergne, Raimond de Lefture prior <of Thou- 
lotife, and Philip de Langueglia, prior of Lom- 
bardy. In this chapter feveral regulations were 
made, of very great confequence relating as well 
to the refpon lions, which were payable out of the 
tommandries into the common treafury, as to the 
ill ufe which certain priors made of their authority. 
The treafury had, during the fchifm been deprived 
of all its dues and contributions arifing from the 
commandries fituated in England, Scotland, Arra- 
£on, and part of Germany ; in the kingdoms of 
the North, Bohemia, Hungary, and ail over Italy; 
it was therefore ordered that viiitors fhould be feut 
into all thefe countries, to re-eftablifh the right of . 
the order there : and the priors were exprefsly 
prohibited from feizing for the future, as fome 
had done, in the commandries within their prio* 
tics, upon the forefts, rights of fifhery, thole of 

mort- 
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mort-main and for-marriage, and in a word, upon 
all the feignioral rights which they had affiimed to 
themfelves to the prejudice of the commanders ; 
and a ftatute was made, that for the future, eyeiy 
commander, in order to enable him to pay his 1 e* 
fpon lions the more eafily, fliould enjoy all the 
pghts and profits of his commandry, without the 
prior’s appropriating the leaft. part thereof to him* 
lelf tinder any pretence whatever. They chofe 
likewife in this chapter an adminiftrator of the 
treafury, naming for that poll brother Raimond 
de "Lefture prior of Tliouloufe, and grand com- 
mander of Cyprus, a knight very zealous for the 
imerelt of his order, and well verfed in the direc- 
tion and ordering of the public revenues. The 
order made choice of him, in hopes that he would * 
find out an expedient to oblige the commanders of 
Italy and other countries, who had divided from, 
the body of the order during the fchifm, to pay 
the arrears of their refponfions, and continue 
them for the future, with the ejxa&nefs which their 
profeffion required them to obferve, with refpeft 
to their ftatutes and the orders of their fuperiors. 

. But unhappily the fchifm was not yet extinguilh^ 
ed* The council ofPifa, far from terminating that' 
great affair, had only perplexed it the more Be* 1 
nedift XIII. and Gregory XII. were indeed de- 
po fed there, and they had chofe n Alexander V, 
for their fucceflor ; but the two firft refufed to ac- 
knowledge the authority of the council, and each 
pf them maintained his own election with more ob- 
it inacy than ever ; fo that inftead of two popes as 
they had before, they had now three. Thefe 
troubles which infefted the church, ferved as a 
fkreen to molt of the commandeis, who under a 
pretence of adhering to thofe two antipopes, re- 
fufed obeying the grand mailer, and negledted to 
pay their refponfions. 

Pope Alexander V. dying , in. the begining of ’ 
Y 2 May - 
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May at Bologna, they were tirangely furprifed and 
fcandalifed to fee his place tilled by cardinal Balta* 
zar Coffii, legate or rather tyrant of Bologna. * 
He had been a pyrate in his youth, and afterwards 
turned eccletiatiic, as thinking it the beft profeffion 
for him to make his fortune. This change he 
made without deviating in the lead from his firft 
way of life, and one would rather have taken him 
for a foldier than a man devoted to the fervice of 
the altar. His relations procured him afterwards 
an archdeaconry in the church of Bologna ; but 
finding that poll too narrow for his ambition, he 
refolved to go to Rome ; and it is faid, that when 
he fet out on his journey to that capital of the chri- 
flian world, his friends afking him whether he was 
going, “ I am going, fays he, to the popedom.” 
^Boniface IX. fucceflor to Urban, and one of 
the popes who kept up the fchifm, made' him his 
chamberlain ; a dignity in which he had amafied 
immenfe wealth, by employing all tricks and arti- 
fices of timony. But he did not labour for hitnfelf 
only, for he was obliged to account with Boniface, 
who was as greedy as himfelf in fcraping up riches, 
and who connived at bis pilferings to (hare the pro- 
fits with him. Coffa procured the legatlhip of Bo- 
logna from him, and a publican or farmer of the re- 
venue made the moft of it. They fay that it was 
partly by his credit and intrigues, that after the 
death of Boniface IX. and Innocent VII. his fuc- 
ceffor, he got Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII. 
depofed in the council of Pifa, and Alexander V. 
defied, whofe great age made him flatter himfelf 
with the hopes of fucceeding himin a little time. But 
death moving with a llawer pace than his ambition, 
he was fufpe6led of having got him poifoned in a 
dofe of phytic. Theodoric of Niem, who was his 

* In cuja'. elc&ione multi fcandalifati. funt, quia ut tyrannus rex:f* 
'fc Boaoniam, & vitae mundanas deditus diccbatur. Gobil in. in Cof- 
'mod. aeta:!8 6. cap. 3$. 
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fccrctrary, in his hiftory of the fchifm, reprefents 
him as a man polluted with avarice, cruelty, and 
file moft abominable incontinency. However, as 
he was ele&ed cannonically, he was enthroned and 
aJored by the name of John XXIII. 

This change of dignity did not make him alter 
his conduct ; he was ftili as loofe as ever in his mo* 
rals, always grafping at other people’s wealth, and ' 
carrying on a fordid traffic with the moft holy 
tilings. Sigifmond the emperor/ or only king of 
the Romans, whom we have had occalion to men- - 
tion before in quality of king of Hungary, in a con- 
ference which he had with this pope at Lodi, o- 
pened himfelf very freely in relation to his irregu- 
larities, and prefled him to put an end to the fcan- 
dal he gave to the whole church by his fimony. 
That prince had defired this interview, in order to 
engage the pope to call a general council. Befides 
tile benefit that might accrue from thence to the 
whole church/ bigtfinond, who had always his own 
intereftdn view, and was as great a politician as he 
was an ill captain, not finding himfelf in a condition 
fogly to fupport the war, which the Turks were ma- 
Lngupon him in his kingdom of Hungary, flattered 
himfelf wiih the hopes, that if he could but carry his 
point in extinguiihing the fchifm, he might find a 
way to unite all the chriftian princes in a league a- 
gainft the infidels. With this view he carefled 
John XXIII. perfuading him that he would get 
him acknowledged in a general council (by the con- 
demnation- of Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII.) 
for the foie pope and paftor.of the universal churth. 
But his real defign, which indeed he kept to him- 
felf, and which was at laft dtfeovered by time on- 
ly, always was to have all the three popes depofed, 
and a fourth elected, by the concurrence and votes 
Of the cardinals of the three parties. Pope John 
who did not fee through this fine political turn, and 
who flood in fear of the emperor, in order to keep ■ 
Y 3 meafure* 
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meafures with him, called the council at Conftance* 
Belides the rooting out of the fchifm, which was 
the chief thing propofed to be done in that auguft 
affembly, they were likewife to fet about reforming 
the church in its head, and members, and to exa- 
mine, at the fame time, the do&rine of John Hus 
and Jerome of Prague, who had revived Wickliff’s 
heretical opinions in Bohemia* 

It was expe&ed that the emperor’s remonftran- 
ces, and efpeciaJly the calling &f a general council, 
would keep the pope or the officers of the apoftoli- 
cal chamber in fome awe ; but it made no altera- 
tion in their conduit The order of St. John fu£- 
fered in a particular manner upon that account : 
the pope, or fuch as made ufe of his authority, in 
confederation of a large fum of money, iffued out, 
a bull, by which licence was given to a certain, 
knight commander, who had made his vows, 10- 
renounce them, and to quit the habit of the ordec* 
and marry. The fovereign pontiff at the fame tiro* 
caufed the commaadry, which that religious enjoy- 
ed, to be refigned to him ; and they fay, he fold 
it afterwards to a boy not fourteen years old, whom 
he difpenfed with from taking the habit and makiiy 
his vows. He carried thefe forts of difpenfatieo* 
ftill farther, in favour of another child but five 
years old, named Aioyfe or Alexis, natural fonto 
the king of Cyprus, whom he fuffered, in confi- 
deration of a rich ComiMndry, which fie fold to j 
the king his father, to make the vows of the order 
at that age. • 

From the fame principle of avarice, and without 
any regard to the important fervices done by the or- 
der to all Chriftendom, he feized on all the prio- 
ries and comuiandries that he heard were fallen 
vacant, and fold them afterwards to fuch as offer- 
ed moft money, fo that the convent of Rhodes, or 
rather the whole order, was in danger of being ut- 
terly ruined by his avarice. 

Th> 
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This was the occafion of a letter which the coun- 
cil wrote to him in the ftrongeft as well as mod 
moving terms. In this letter they reprefented to 
him with a generous liberty, that the knights who 
refided at Rhodes, and in the neighbouring ifles r 
were to fignalize their zeal againft the enemies of 
the faith, fhedding their blood daily in the defence 
of the Chriftians that went to vifit the holy places ; 
that themfelves, as well as their predeceffors, had, 
at entering into the order, founded feveral com* 
mandries out of their own patrimony. That moft 
of the chriftian princes, edified with their zeal, had 
followed their example in making thofe pious foun- 
dations ; that his holinefs, by feizing on thofe e- 
ftates, or bellowing them on his creatures, was 
going to deprive Rhodes of its gallant defend- 
er, and the convent of the neceffary fupplies for 
its fubfiftence ; that the oldeft knights had always 
looked upon thofe commandries as the juft recom- 
pence of their fervices, and the only means of re- 
lief in their old age ; and that if he went on to de- 
prive them thereof, they would foon fee the ifle of 
Rhodes abandoned as a prey to the infidels, and c- 
vay knight unable to fubfift there anylongtr, feek- 
ing at laft a refuge among his relations ; which could 
not fail of redounding to the great fcandal of Chri- 
ftendom, and the dishonour of the holy fee. 

Fond as the pope was of bis fovereign power o- 
ver ail ecclefiaftical pofieffions, the juft complaints 
of the order, and his fear of the knights laying 
them before the council, ferved to counterbalance 
his avarice. He revoked the grant that he had 
made of the commandry of Cyprus in favour of the 
baftard above-mentioned ; but as he never did any 
favour or aft of juftice gratis, he could not bring 
himfeif to pay rhe king' of Cyprus back the irioney 
that he had received in hand •, the order was forced 
toreimburfe it out of their own treafury ; and after 
the council, in order to get rid of this oppreffion; 

had 
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had fubmitted to fuch hard condirions, he exa&ed 
fix thoufand florins more from them in ready money, 
before he would HFue out the brief of revocation.. 

We pafs over in flience other exceffes of his, ftiil 
more (hocking, which are mentioned by hiftorians, 
and the very afts of the council, though* it were 
indeed to be wiSbed they had drawn a veil over 
them. We (hall only fay, that though the pontiff*, 
out of regard to the emperor, had appointed the 
council to be held at Conftance, an imperial city, i 
fituated between Suabia and Switzerland, he yet 
caAie thither with great reluftance, as if he had 
foreboding apprehensions of the fate that awaked!) 
him in that place. 

It is faid, that when he was arrived near the city*: 
viewing it with fome concern from the top ofa|J j 
neighbouring mountain, he could not help fayiogpj 
with an heavy fmile, “There is the hole where S 
•* catch foxes*” But as he had gone too far to i**-. ] 
turn back, he entered the place, attended by ther j 
cardinals and his whole court : he opened the coun- 
cil on the firft day' of November, and appointed tta 
firft fefiion to be held on the Sixteenth of the fate 
month. There palled m this council things dte 
will be ever memorable; the profecution and (fate* 1 
ffng of two popes; the voluntary or forced abdkar 
cation of a third ; the canonical and lawful eleftioa* 
of a fourth ; the re-union of all the churchesof 
the weft under his obedience ; the execution of 
John Hus, and Jerome of Prague ; the civil w4r 
that broke out on that occafionr in Bohemia; the 
various fprings made ufe of to bring about fucb i 
great events ; all this has been treated of by fuch 
learned pens* that we fhall only fay, with regard 
to the particular deflgn of our work, that after the 
depoiing of John XXIII. the ceflion of Gregory XU* 
and the condemnation of Benedict XI II. when they 
were to fill the chair of St. Peter, the holy council, 
in order to avoid the cabals fo ufual in the con- 
claves 
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Slaves of the cardinals, and provide a worthy head 
for the univcrfal church, ordered, in the fortieth 
feilion, that for this once, and by confent of the 
cardinals, fix ecclefiaftical deputies, out of each of 
the five nations which compofcd that atiguft affem- 
bly, fhould be joined with them to make this im- 
portant election. 

- In fine, upon Thurfday the eleventh of Novem- 
ber, fifty- eighth electors gave their votes for Otho 
Colonna, cardinal deacon of the title of St. George, 
avelo aureo, who in memory of St. Martin of Tours, 
whofe feaft was kept that day, would be called 
Martin, and was the fifth of the name. This pope 
was descended from one of the moft noble houfes, 
WDt only of Italy but of all Chriftendom, which has 
Id various ages produced great men and heroes of 
all characters. Such as have fince defeended from 
this noble race, have, by their great actions, re- 
flected back as much luftre as ever they derived 
from their anceftors. 

The pope, after the forty fifth feffion, difmiflcd 
the fathers of the council on April 25th, 
with the ufual ceremonies; and thofe pre- 1418*. 
Jates who had fo long been kept at a dis- 
tance from their refpeCtive diocefes, fet out on their- 
journey back with pleaiure. The grand matter 
would have been glad to have returned at the fame 
time to Rhodes •, the necefiities of the order called 
him back, and he was invked thither by the ardent 
whhes of all his knights, who had. made feveral 
procefiions and public prayers for his prefervation 
and return. But his zeal for the whole body of the 
order did not allow him to quit 'Europe fo foon : 
all he could do was to fend eighteen thoufand 
crowns out of his own purfe to Rhodes, in order 
to relieve the wants of the convent there, which, by 
the unhappy confluences of the fchifm, was re- 
duced to an extreme indigence. 

We have feen a little before, in the courfe of thi* 
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hiftory, that the fatal fcbifnn, which had infefted 
the church for above forty years, had occalioned a 
like divifion in the order of St. John, and that moft 
of the Luropean knights adhered to fuch of the 
popes as their fovereigns followed. The unani- 
mous ele£Uon of Martin V. having put an end to 
thefe different parties among chriftian princes, the 
next bufinefs was to root them out likewife in the 
order, and re-unite to the body of it aH the various 
members that had feparated them&lves from it, and 
particularly the Italian knights, who, notwithftand*- 
ing the decrees and particular ordinance of pope 
Alexander V. had, under pretence that Gregory XB* 
would not own the authority of the council of Pifiv 
perfevercd in the obedience of* that antipope, undfft 
the authority of the pretended lieutenants of tkf 
mafterfhip. The grand mafter, after the voIuntHi 
ry ceflion of Gregory XII. and the unanimous eleCk 
tion of Martin V. confidered that the moft impotH 
tant affair of his order would be to efface the leidk 
footfteps of this unhappy fchifm. 

But as he could not undertake any thing without 
the confent and concurrence of the principal p«rw 
fons of the order, he called an affembly of the jxfr. 
ors, receivers, and oldeft commanders of Frtxqfcg; 
Spain and Savoy, at Avignon. The grand ma&Cff* 
acquainted them with the reafons of that particular 
convocation, and after various opinions had befit 
pro po fed and debated, they agreed in one that full- 
ed the republican government of the order, which 
was, to call a general chapter at Rhodes, and fum- 
mon the greateft number of priors and old com- 
manders that could poflibly be got together to h; 
and withal to fend a particular deputation to the 
priors of Lombardy, Venice, Rome and Pifa, who- 
had been till then averfe to own the grand matter's 
authority, in order that their re- union to the entire 
body of the order might be authorised by the de- 
crees of a general chapter ; or elfe that that auguff 
< affembly, 
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t/Teaibly, in which the fovereignty of the order was 
veiled, might decree fuch penalties as they fhould 
think proper, againft the difobedient and rcfra&o- 

* 7 - 

With this view they commiSiooed brother John 
de Patru, the conventual treafurer, to go into Ita- 
ly; and to authorife him with proper powers, the 
grand m after gave him the title of vifitor and cor- 
reft or in the four priories above-mentioned : and 
his orders were to demand of them the re-eftablifh- 
ment of their refponfions, which had not been paid 
ever fince the beginning of the fchifm. A propo- 
sal of this nature, though undoubtedly juft, was 
not without great difficulties. The buiinefs in que- 
stion was to levy a fort of tribute or tax upon a fet 
of men that had been bred for above forty years to- 
gether in a fpirit of independency. However, as 
thofe knights had adhered to the Italian popes, on- 
ly out of a notion, that they alone of all the com- 
petitors were the rightful fucceflors of St. Peter, 
and had fubmitted to them in the fincerity of their 
heart ; thefe, as loon as they had account of the 
voluntary ceffion of Gregory XII. and the unani- 
iOOHS election of Martin V. readily acknowledged 
tffis laft pontiff; and from the fame difpofition, re- 
ceived the vifitor with refpedf, making prottftations 
of their filial obedience to the grand mafter, and 
promifing to come to Rhodes to the general chap- 
ter, in order to receive its decrees in perfon, and 
conform themfelves to them in every article. 

The priors of Capua and Rarletta, the comman- 
ders of St. Euphemia, Venufia, Naples, and Sr. 
Stephen de Monopoli, and all the knights of the 
kingdom of Naples, excited by their example, dif- 
patchcd the chevalier de la Porte to the grand mas- 
ter, with a letter drawn up in the form of a legal 
inftroment, wherein they acknowledged him for 
their lawful fuperior, and demanded with earneft- 
aefs to be received immediately into an union with 
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the body of the order, from which they faid they 
had been feparated by the misfortune of the times. 

Their deputy met with the grand mafter at Bo- 
logna. That brave old man, notwithftanding his 
great age, and the fatigues he muff neceffarily pafs 
through in fuch continual voyages, had come to 
Florence to confer with the pope, in order to find 
out an expedient to engage the mod potent chri* 
itian princes in a league againft the Tons of Bajazet, 
who began to make themfelves formidable ; and af- 
ter having taken leave of the pontiff, he went to 
Bologna, where the envoy from Naples met him. 
The grand mafter was greatly pleafed to fee all his 
order united at laft together, and informed with 
the fame fpirit of fubmiffion and obedience. His 
anfwer to the Neapolitan knights was, that now he 
had received fuch a declaration of their fubmiffion 
and re*unicn with the body of the order, he had 
nothing more to wifh for before he died ; that hein- 
vited them to come to the general chapter that was 
to be held at Rhodes on the eighth of September 
that very year ; and that in order to prepare the 
matters which were to be treated of in that place, it 
would be proper for them to meet him at Ancona, 
to deliberate together about them in an affembly 
which he would hold there before the end of 
March. 

The bailiffs, the priors, and the principal com- 
manders of Italy, did not fail to come to the aflem- 
bly. Brother John Pignatelli, commander of St. 
Stephen of Monopoli, was the only perfon. Who, 
though exprefsly fummoned, neglefted to appear 
there. The grand mafter 'was at firft of opinion 
to take no notice of the only perfon that proved re- 
fattory to his orders : he faw plainly that it was 
the dregs, and a fort of leaven of the fame rebel- 
lious fpirit that had caufed fuch a deftru£tive fchifm 
in the order ; but as he was for extinguifhing 1 even 
the leafts fparks of it, he ordered him to be fum- 
i jnoned 
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moned a fccond time to appear before him, allow- 
ing him only to the 15th ot April for th.it purpofe. 
The commander perfifted in an obftinate filence ; 
and the grand mafterwas forced to fend him a third 
ifummons, enjoining him upon his obedience to 
«Ome to Rhodes within five months, on pain of be- 
1 sag degraded from the order, and deprived of his 
■ commandry. JHe perlifted fome time longer in his 
difobedience ; but feeing preparations made for exc- 
‘ curing the grand mailer’s orders againft him, lie made 
Ibis fub million and returned to his duty, i he next 
l thing the affembly applied themfeives to, was to 
/eftore the regular difeipline in all the provinces of 
Jtaly: feveral very nectffary regulations were there 
•»pde : what was lefs urgent was put off to the ge- 
neral chapter, and every body prepared to fet out 
immediately for Khocles. 

The grand mailer embarked foon after, and ar- 
rived fafe at Rhodes towards the end of July, where 
be waLS received with univerfal joy, and with that 
tender refpeft which a great merit, fup ported by a 
peat dignity, always infpircs. The people in par- 
ticular, to whom he was a father rather than a 
prince, made bonfires on the day of his return, 
which was kept as a general feaft all over the ifland. 
The grand mailer’s firft care was to examine into 
the Hate of the magazines ; and finding that the 
badnefs of the Lift harveft had raifed the price of 
corn, he fent Ihips immediately to feveral ports of 
Italy, to fetch corn of all forts from thence, which 
brought back plenty into his territories. 

This great man afterwards opened the general 
chapter. There had not for a confiderable time 
been held any one fo remarkable, either for the 
number of perfons that compofed it, or for the im- 
portance of the matters there treated of. Here ap- 
peared, for the firft time, moft of the knights that 
had been before engaged in the fchifm, aad had in- 
fenlibly, though with good intentions, tranfgreffcd 
Vol.II. Z the 


Digitized by Google 



i66 HISTORV OF THE 

the bounds of their duty. They all returned to it: 
the priors and bailiffs of Italy, England, the king- 
doms of the North, Bohemia, Hungary, and Ar- 
ragon, made a folemn recognition p{ the grand 
mailer as their head and only fuperior.; the fchtfm 
was never mentioned but with detedation : this 
knights, who had been under different obedienett 
in order to celebrate their re-union, cmbraced^eee 
another with joy ; and both confidering it as tkk 
refult of the grand mailer’s wifdom, drove to gu£& 
at his intentions, and anticipate them by confers* 
ing themfelves to them. The great and only 
je<d they all had in view was the glory of God, a »4 
the defence of their fellow Chridians ; fo that bn*' 
fore the chapter broke up, he ealily got fevdral 
crees paffed, very neceffary for the reedablifhtntfk 
of dilcipline, and the regulation of the revenuesw 
the order. He fent the records of this chapterin' 
the pope, who ratified them by his authority. ♦ j 
was the feal which that wife pontiff put to the peVtt- 
and union of the order ; and it was likewife the 
lad tranfadlion that paffed under the governsaqlt 
of this grand mailer. It looked as if he waited 
only for the news of it, in order to quit ]ife.«£fe 
greater fatisfa<£lion. He fell ill a little ntffe 
1421. after he had received the pope’s brief, -wi 
without any preparation but that of an Ystkf 
life, ended his days with a tranquillity that maybe 
confidered as a prefage of the fielidty which heaven 
defigned for hitn. His place was filled by brother 
Anthony Fluvian, or dc la Riviere* 
Anthony of the priory of Catalonia, flandard- 
f luvian. bearer of the order, and grand pri&r 
of Cyprus, or great confervator and 
lieutenant to his predeceffor. The peace which the 
'order had enjoyed in the lad years of the mafter- 
fiiip of Nailiac, was interrupted by feveral enter- - 
priies of the infidels j and the knights faw than- 

felftt 
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■ fefves fucceffively attacked by the Turks of Aiia, 
and by the Sarazens of Egypt. 

We have feen in the beginning of this book, in 
at manner the Ottoman power had like to have 
in entirely deftroyed by the valour and good for- 
e of Tamerlane, and the captivity or death of 
hjazet. This laft prince left four fons, Yfa or 
a, Mufa or Mufulman, Mofes and Mahomet, 
ua, after Tamerlane’s death, recovered Burfa 
the Moguls, and would have made a greater 
;refs, had he not been obliged to turn his arms 
nft Mufulman, who. fupported by a body of 
ps, which the emperor of Conftantinople fur- 
ed him with, advances againft his brother, at- 
beats, takes him prifoner, and caufes him to 
ftrangled. Mofes, who feemed only to wait the 
efs of this civil war, before he declared himfelf 
:ars upon the fiage with a ftrong army; feizes 
Adrianople, and offers battle to his brother, 
was betrayed by the Bulgarians in his army, 
deferted him in the heat of the engagement, 
es knowing very well the fate allotted to the 
juiihed, flies and gets into Adrianople, refer- 
himfelf for another occafion. He gathers to- 
f lS?k er an( * ra ^ €S t ^ ie remains of his army, bribes 
C&ffan aga of the Janizaries, and Ebrenez com- 
mander of the Spahi, who came over to his party. 
V^Rith this reinforcement he again marches againft 
yus brother, defeats his army, and getting him into 
Mb power, caufes him to be ftrangled. 

The Greek emperor, to foment this civil war a- 
mong tha Turks, let up Mahomet Zelebin, i e . 
tbe young, againft Mofes : he was the laft of Baja- 
Jfct’s fons, and during the misfortunes of his fami- 
ly, had been hid in the houfe of a lute-ftring ma- 
ker. It is faid that he learned the trade, and that 
lliofe who were intruftedwith his education did not 
Ifcrhmvknow the greatnefs of his extra£tion, the 
Vetter to conceal him. However it was, this young: 
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prince, with the fuccours of the Greeks, of the 
prince of Caramania, and of the defpot of Servia, 
levies an army ; and though he had never made a 
campaign before, advances to attack his brother, 
and offers him battle, which he lofes. ' Not\vith- 
ftanding his defeat, he, by the afiiftanee of his aK 
lies, levies new troops, and again advances towards 
liis brother, holding at the fame time a fecret cor- 
refpondence with lome perfons in his army. Cha- 
fan aga of the Janizaries, and hbrenefc commander 
of the Spahi, who had betrayed Mufulman to ferve 
Mofes, now abandon this prince and go over to the 
army of Mahomet The aga carried his rebellion 
and perfidioufnels ill farther ; and before the two 
armies engaged, he advanced to the firft ranks, en- 
deavouring by feditious difeourfes to corrupt the Ja- 
nizaries that were left in Mofes’s party. This prince/ 
provoked at his impudence and treafon, rides op. 
to him, and with his feymitar in hand, aims at hir 
head, but was prevented by Chafan’s fquire, who, 
cut off his fword hand. This unlucky accident de- 
cided ihe victory and his life ; his foldiers feeing 
him return into their ranks with but one hand, and 
all over bloody, interpreted his wound as a maat- 
feftation of his being proferibed by heaven ; upon 
which they deferted him, and went to lay tbei £ 
ftandards and colours at the feet of Mahomet, v 
The victorious prince caufed Mofes, who was 
found hid in a marfh, to be firft fecured, and af- 
terwards ftrangled, becoming by his death affuied 
of the crown, and of reigning without a competi- 
tor. The Turkilh hiftorians do not put Yfa or Jo- 
fhua, Mufulman, nor Mofes, who reigned one 
after another, in the lift of their emperors, but 
reckon all that paffed from Bajazet’s death till Ma- 
homet I. as an interregnum. But all the Greek au- 
thors place thefe princes among the fultans ; and as 
the hiftory of the Ottomans makes part of that of 
the knights of St. John their perpetual enemies, we 

could . 
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could not help giving a luminary account of the 
fuccefs of the civil wars which infefted that new em- 
pire, till the advancement of Mahomet 1 . upon the 
1 throne of his anceftors. This prince enjoyed the 

■ fovereign authority peaceably during the eight years 
which he rqigned, and was fucceeded by Amu- 

i iath II. his eldeft fon, one of the greateft princes 
| of that nation. The conquefts of this lalt blotted 
out the remembrance of thofe of Tamerlane, and 
foftored the Ottoman empire to its former fplcndor. 
m arms were equally fuccefeful in l .urope and in 
Afia. The Caramanian and other infidel princes of 

■ theeaft felt their fury, as well ns the Albanians, 

| Hungarians, and Tranfalpine Wallackians. He 
, ntoaged thofe great provinces, making mod of the 
[ Sovereigns tributaries to him, and would have ex- 

I ifpded his conquefts ftill farther, had not a ftop ' 
W n put to them by Scanderbeg, the fon of John 
Qhftriot king of Albania, on one fide, and by John 
Bnniades Vaivod of Tranfylvania, and general of 
the troops of Hungary, on the other, both of them * 
greateft captains of their age, who with an in- 
C0nfiderable numble of forces, but fupported by 
SM* intrepid courage, and the mod exquifite ex- 
perience in war, checked the rapid progrefs of his 
asms. 

He afterwards turned them againfl feveral princes 
tbat’pofiefied places in the Morea, and in the files 
of the Archipelago. All tliefe petty fovereigns had 
recourfe to the order of St. John, and engaged the 
bailiff of the Morea to go to Rhodes to implore the 
fuccour of the grand mafter. That prince, actuat- 
ed by the fpirit of his order, refolved, in concert 
with the council, to fend fome gallies into thtffe 
ftas, in order to difeover the defign of the infidels. - 
But as they were preparing to put fome troops on 
board, there came advice that the prince of Scande- 
roon or Alexandretta, in conjunction with other 
vaffals of the grand feignior, was actually at fea, . 
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with a fleet compofed of veffels of different bulk, 
and fix gallics beiunging 10 the lord ot bcanderoon. 
The grand mafter readily fufpe&ed their defign to 
be againft Pih des, or at leaft againft the neighbour- 
ing ifles which depended on the order.' This news 
fufpended the fuccours defigned for the Morea. 
They fitted out all the gallics of the oider and fail- 
ed in queft of the enemies fleet : but as the infidels 
did not care to ^come to a decifive battle, they a- 
voiJed an engagement; and in order to make them- 
felves amends for the txpence of this armament, 
they took fome merchant fliips of Rhodes and Ve- 
nice. 

'WhiM’ the knights and the Turks, equally ani- 
mated again ft one another, were roving up and 
down the leas, ravaging the coafts, where they 
could make any defeent, and labouring to furprife 
one another, there ftarted up a new enemy to the 
order, who was alrnoft as near Rhodes as the Turks, 
but more formidable, on account of his maritime 
forces his fleets, and particularly from the fkilful- 
neis of his fubje&s in navigation, in which they 
excelled, cfpecially flnee he b gan his reign. I fpeak 
of rhe famous fultan of Egypt Alnazer Til-Daher, 
a Circaflian by birth, whom the Mamelukes had 
raffed to the throne. They admitted none into 
that body, which was the ftrongeft in Egypt, but 
foreign flaves ; and thefe generally were young chil- 
dren that had either been taktn by the Tartars in 
their incurfions or elfe fold to them by their un- 
natural parents. The Egyptians bought all they 
could, and brought up thefe young men in exerci- 
fes fuitable to the profeflion they defigned them for; 
and when they were able to bear arms, they incor- 
porated them into the body of the Mamalukes It 
was »n this manner, that Daher, whom we are 
fpeakingof, w r as admitted into that body ; and after 
many long years of fervice, and a great feries of 
glorious actions and diftinguiflitd valour, was at 
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Iaft advanced to the fovereign power, which by the 
hws of that body could never devolve from father 
to fon, ordefeend to his heirs. 

Daher, in order to maintain himfelf in a dignity 
jfbbjedt to frequent revolutions, from the incon- 
jfbrncy and feditious temper of the Mamalukes. and 
lalfo to find employment for their courage, declared 
war againft Janus of Lufignan king of Cyprus. 
His fleet landed a confiderabie army in the ifland. 
pic king immediately applied to the order for af- 
Sftance: and though the knights were then at 
peace with the Saracens, the grand mafter and 
council could not fee their arms fo near the ifle of 
Jthodes, without fearing fome unhappy confe- 
nienences to the order from that war. As the 
territories belonging to it were fituated between 
tkofe of the Furkifh emperor and the fultan of E- 
gypt, the council was always fo politic as to main- 
I tain peace with one of thofe infidel princes, whilft 
■vtyras engaged in war with the other. Agreeable 
to this maxim they could have wifhed to have had 
noquarrel with the Sarazens, whilft they were at 
warwith the Turks. The grand mafter, in this 
view, omitted nothing that might contribute to the N 
bringing about a peace between the fultan of Egypt 
and the king of Cyprus ; hut as the Egyptian regu- 
lated his pretenfions by his forces, he infifted that 
the king of Cyprus fhould acknowledge himfelf 
hisvafial, and as fuch, pay him and his fuccef- 
fors, an annual tribute, and fhould likewife re- 
imburfe him ail the expence he had been at in that 
armament and expedition. 

Thefe conditions were too hard to be accepted • 
fo that there was a receflity of deciding the difputc 
by arms. A<fts of hoftility were begun on both 
fides. The order, as an ally of the crown of Cy- 
prus, fent over confiderabie fuccours at different 
times. The war proved l>ng and bloody. At laft 
they came to a -battle, the particulars of w hich we 

are 
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arc unacquainted with. We only know in general, 
that the Chriftians loft it, and that a great number 
of Cypriot lords and gentlemen, and feveral knights 
of St. John, were llain at the fame time. The Sa- 
razens had a com pleat victory, and the king, to 
make the misfortune ftill greater, fell into the hands 
of the infidels, who carried him to Alexandria. 

The grand m after hearing this bad news, and 
fearing the infidels might feize on the whole ifland, 
lent over new fuccours of men and money, and 
gave fecret afiurances to the principal lords of the 
kingdom, that the order would never abandon 
them, provided they would not abandon them- 
felves ; and that they fhould take up a noble 
refolution to die fword in hand rather than fubmit 
to the Mahometans. But thofe lords, divided a- 
mong themfelves, and effeminated by pleafures, 
not difeovering any great courage and refolution, 
fent, by the grand mafterY advice, embaffadors 
to Egypt, to the fultan’s court, to treat for the ran- 
fom of their fovereign. The negotiation was fpun 
out to a great length. The fultan, in hopes that 
his troops would foon reduce the whole ifland, was 
every day ftarting new difficulties ; but the Egyp- 
tian general foon found a ftop put to the progrefs 
of his arms by the valour of the knights. By way 
of revenge, he ravaged the great commandry or 
bailliage which the order poffeffed in that ifland, 
demolifhing the houfes, cutting down the trees, 
and rooting up the vines ; fo that this great com- 
mandry, which was reckoned the richeft of the 
order j was entirely ruined. The fultan too re- 
folved to turn the efforts of his arms againft the ifle 
of Rhodes, hoping that if he could make himfelf 
mafter of it, that of Cyprus, being left deftitute 
of the fuccours of the knights, would of courfe 
fall into his hands. And as ambitious princes fel- 
dom fet any bounds to their proje&s, the fultan 
flattered himfelf, that the conqueft #f the ifles of 

Rhodes 
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Rhodes and Cyprus would pave the way to that 
of all the ifles of the Archipelago; and that after 
this, Ada minor could never refift a power fo for- 
midable as his would then be. Full of fuch vaft de- 
.figns, the dangers and difficulties of which his am* 
.hSion concealed from him, he again fet the 
ji»egotiation on foot with the embafladors of 
[Cyprus. His minifters let a price upon the king’s 
liberty, and demanded an hundred and twenty 
ioufand florins of gold for his ranfom. The 
wince rejected this propofal, not only becaufe he 
looked on the funi as too extravagant, but alfo 
fcccaufe he wanted money, his exchequer being 
the exhaufted by the war. But the grand ma* 
who was afraid left the Sarazens fliould at laft 
on the ifle of Cyprus, adviled him to get out 
l if the hands of thole barbarians at any rate ; and 
kite order, to facilitate his liberty, fupplicd him 
Mb the greateft part of his ranJoin. Peace was 
r tilde on thefe conditions. 

The fultan, to amufe the grand mafter, and un- 
der pretence of defiling to maintain a lading peace 
with the order, renewed at the fame time the treaty 
which the fultan his predcceflbr had made during 
the mafter fh ip of Naillac. But the grand mafter, 
who paid for good intelligence, and kept fpies in 
Alexandria, and even in that prince's council, was 
foon informed of his moft fee ret ddigns To pre- 
vent being furprifed by the barbarians, he imme- 
diately fent advice of it to Pope Eugenius IV. and 
to molt of the chriftian princes, tranfmitting at the 
fame time a general fummons into all parts of the 
chriftian world, with exprefs injunctions to the 
priors to fend away forthwith 25 knights or com- 
manders out of each priory to Rhodes ’ But a 
much greater number of them arrived, whom zeal 
and courage had drawn thither; part of them were 
kept at Rhodes, and the reft diftributed into the 
illes belonging to the order. Brother Hugh de 
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Sarcus, grand prior of France, fent to the capital 
of the order a {hip laden with crofs-bows, arrow- 
heads, and other arms neceffary for the defence of 
the place. The grand mailer took care to fupply it 
with corn and all forts of provifions : in fine, this- 
wor thy chief, by his vigilance and a&ivity, put 
himfeif in fo good a pofture to receive the enemy, 
that the news of his armament foon paffed into E* 
gypt ; and the ful tan flattering himfeif that the 
order could not long maintain fo great a num- 
ber of knights, though fit to fufpend his en- 
terprife. 

This great expence however having emptied the 
treafury of the order, the grand matter, to fill ifc 
again, refolved to call a general chapter at Rhodes* 
as the cuftom was in thofe times : the priors 
nerally brought to the chapters the refponfions ofc 
the commandries that lay within their priori*** 
with a lift of thofe who had not difeharged 
obligation : and as it was impoflible for the ordtf^ 
to maintain fo many different wars againft the infi- 
dels without this fupply. the chapter decreed fe* 
vere penalties againft fuch as were negligent andre- 
fratftory , endeavouring at the fame time by new cita- 
tions, to raife the neceffary funds for the armament* 
of the order. 

It was with this defign, and with a view of re* 
ftoring a regularity in difcipline, that the grand 
matter called the chapter at Rhodes to be held 
there on May 23, 1418, at which, among 

a great number of priors, bailiffs, and com- 
manders, were alfo brother John de Vivone. prior, 
of Aquitain, and lieutenant to the grand matter in* 
the three languages of France ; brother John dt 
Ventadour, great commander ; brother Anthony 
de St. Chaumand, marlhal of the order ; brother 
John de Laftic, prior of Auvergne ; brother Gfe* 
tian de la Tour, bailiffs of the commerce of 

Rhottor 
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Rhodes, and feveral other old knights of different 
nations. 

The grand mafter opened the chapter with a 
j dHcourfe, in which he reprefented the unavoidable 
f^xpences the order had been obliged to put them- 
1 49ves to, both in defending the iffand of Cyprus, 
fs well as in guarding againft the fultan’s ill de- 
figns, the confcquences of which were always to 
he feared ; that Rhodes and the Hlands which de# 
pended on it, if they did not keep up a fufficient 
Jbody of forces, could never be fecured from the 
•attempts of Amurath ; and that the order fup- 
jjKsrted itfelf only by the jealoufy that was foment- 
m between the Turks and Saracens, two formi- 
Ufoble powers, which it would be hard to refift, if 
^)Stan a zeal for a religion that was common to 
they fhould join their forces againft the 
L fitter ; that in this fituation nothing came into the 
Ufee&fury out of the priories of France, the cam- 
fipandries of which had been ruined in the war 
r xarried on by the Englifh in that kingdom ; that 
Ifokemia, Moravia, and Silefia, being haraffed by 
tteHuflites, did not furnifh any quota to the or- 
er-j that Poland being engaged in war againft the 
Teutonic knights, fcarce kept up any correfpon- 
dcnce with Rhodes ; and that it was the bufinefs of 
the chapter, by fome wife regulations, to re-efta- 
tiiih, as near as poflible, the refponfions on the old 
footing, which thofe feveral nations feemed entire- 
ly to have forgot. 

The chapter, out of regard to thefe juft remon- 
Arances, and to make up the fund of the refpon^ 
fions of France, granted leave to alienate feveral 
lands belonging to the commandrfes of the order 
to fecular perfons, for whom they lay convenient, 
provided always that fuch alienations were made 
oily for life, and at a certain rate. With the fame 
’view, they, by the next ftatute, eretted a new dig- 
nify in the language of Germany, that of great 
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biiliff, and annexed to it an infpe&ion and autho* 
rity over all the priories and commandries lying in 
Germany, particularly in Bohemia and the adjoin- 
ing provinces, where the Huffites had tnade cruel 
ravages ever fince the execution of John Hus and 
Jerom of Prague at the council of Conftance. To 
the authority and functions of grand bailiff of Ger- 
many, they annexed likewife the infpe£lion over 
the governor and caftle of at Peter, a ftrong pbcc 
in Capia, built, as we have obferved, near or upon 
the foundations of the old city of Halicarnaffus* 
and ferving for a bulwark to the ifle of Rhodes on 
the fide of Alia' minor and the main land. The 
great bailiff was to vifit this place every year, either 
in perfon or by his lieutenant. He was empower-' 
by lvis commiffion to review the garrifon : to break 
ufelefs foldiers ; to till up their places with others - 
more capable of ferving: in a word, everything 
that concerned the defence of that caftle and its 
territory was put under his jurifdi&ion, except on- 
ly the houfhold and officers of the governor, and 
l’ome foldiers, who after the taking of Smyrna by 
the Mogul Tartars, had thrown themfelves into 
the fca, and fvvimming to the fliips of the onto* 
that lay at anchor, efcaped the fury of thofe 4 »r- 
barians. The order, by way of recompencc for 
their valour, had affigned thetn this place as a re- 
tirement for the reft of their lives, where they 
were taken care of, and maintained at the public 
expence. The chapter had afterwards given the 
ifland of Nizzaro to brother Fantin Quintic, prior 
of Rome, by an infeofment, op condition of pay- 
ing an annual rent of 600 florins of gold to the 
public treafury; of maintaining there, at his own 
expence, a garrifon neceflary for its defence ; and 
of giving fubfiftence to two knights and a ferving 
brother. It was then the cuftom in all the priories 
of the order, that when they admitted a young 
knight, they affigned him at the fame time a com* 
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mandry for his refidence, the commander whereof 
Was to fubfitt and maintain him, and bring him 
up in the fpirh of the order, till fuch time as he 
Was qualified to go to Rhodes. 

' By this wife regulation the pra&ice of which it 
[Were to be wilheJ might be rettored. no young 
ights were to be feen wandering about in cities 
ind provinces, and often Vithout having any tiling 
* religious about them but the crofs of the order* 
iiich fome ft ill wear rather as a badge of diftinc- 
n that flatters their vanity, than as a mark of 
e obligations they have entered into before the 
:ar, of leading an holy and regular life. 

Be that as it will, at prefent we find in the an- 
ils of the order, that the commander of Cagnac 
firing to be excufed from receiving into his houfc 
oung knight called brother William de Riery. 
o had been afligned the commandry of Cagnac 
>r his refidence; the commander, whether he 
etended that his houfe was too full of pupils, or 
at it was the turn of the commander of St. Sul- 
\nce, fent him to him. This latrer refufed to re- 
ceive him, and complained to the grand matter* 
Who being very juftly angry at the commander of 
Cagnac, threatened to deprive him of his habit 
and commandry, if he neglefted to provide for the 
young knight whom the order had committed to 
his care ; a circumftance which I fliould not 
have taken notice of, had it not ferved to 
'fliew, that in the middle of the fifteenth age, near 
400 years after the firtt inftitution of the order, 
all the commandries of it were like fo many femi- 
n?ries and academies, where the knights were alike 
educated in piety and the exerciie of arms, two qua- 
lities, which though they happen not to meet to-> 
gether in fecular perfons, may neverthclefs form 
great men in "each particular kind, but which 
ought to be ever united in a knight of the order of 
St.John. 

VeL.ll. A a .. It 
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It was from the fame fpirit of regularity, and to 
keep the knights the more clofely to their refidence 
that the grand mafter forbad them, by an exprefs 
bull, to go to Rome, and fettle in the pope’s court, 
without his permifiion, or that of the procurator- 
general of the order. He made this wife regula- 
tion in order to check the reftlefs and . ambitious 
humour of fome knights, who thefooner .to poflefs | 
themfelves of the commandi ies and principal digni- j 
ties, in (lead of meriting them by their fervices, 
fought to get them by recommendation from the 
pope or his cardinals, who had the greateft hand in, 
the government of the church. Thus was it that 
the grand mafter, in the interval which the truce 
made with the faltan of Egypt allowed him, em- 
ployed his authority to maintain a regularity of di£ 1 
cipline among his religious. To make their abode 
in the ifle and convent of Rhodes more convenient 
for them, he built a magnificent infirmary upon the 
foundations of the old one, endowing it at his ’ 
own expence* According to the fpirit and conftaflt ■ 
practice of the order, fuch knights as were fick or 
wounded, were vifited and taken care of there, with 
all the regard and attention due to noble perfoaa- 
ges, that reprefented the conquerors of the Me* * 
and were every day defending the poflfeffion and'fo- 
vereignty of it at the expence of their blood. 

In the practice of thefe peaceful virtues, did the 
grand mafter Anthony Fluvian, or de la Ri- 
1437,-viere, end his days. He faw the approach- 
es of death without anjTdifturbance, and 
great piety : and defiring to die as he had alwaj* 
lived, a true religious, he difpofed of all his effefls, 
and fent 200,000 ducats into the treafury, the fruit 
of his thriftinefs and retrenchments from that mag- 
nificence which luxury and vanity at that time re- 
quired of fuch as filled the firft dignities in the 
church. 

The * 
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Tbe chapter aflembled immediately to provide 
him a fucceflor, and the members of it had recourfe 
to arbitration : they firft made choice of 1 ^ knights, 
to whom the chapter referred the right of election. 
Thefe 1 3 electors prepared themfelves for it by re- 
ceiving the facraments of penance and the holy eu- 
charift : they afterwards Ihut themfelves up in a 
room didintd from the chapter houfe, and after a 
careful examination of the merit of the feveral can- 
didates, of their perfonal qualities, and efpecially 
of thofe which were mod proper for government, 
they unanimoufly gave their votes in favour of bro- 
ther John de Laftic, grand prior of 
Avergne, who was acknowledged in John de 
form by all the chapter as grand mader Lastic. 
of the order. As that lord was then at 1437. 
his priory, they immediately difpatched 
two grand erodes to carry him the indrument of 
his election ; but before thefe deputies fet out from 
Rhodes, the convent made them take an oath, that 
they would not alk any favour of him before he 
had taken pofledion of his dignity, none efpecially 
that might be to the prejudice of the fenior knights 
of the order. 

The grand mafter, upon the news of his eleflion, 
made the bed of his way for Rhodes As foon as 
he arrived there, he received advice from the fpies 
which the order kept in Egypt, that fecret defigns 
were forming in that kingdom againd the ifle of 
Rhodes, and what was dill worfe, thefe fpies in- 
formed him, that they fufpe&ed that Amuraih IF. 
emperor of the Turks, approved this enterprife, 
or at lead would not oppofe it. 

The emulation and jealoufy between thofe two 
neighbouring powers had ferved hitherto as a kind 
of fuccour to the order; but Amurath being un- 
eafy at the league made againd him by the chridian 
princes* was well enough finished that the fultan of 
£gypt fhould at this juncture find employment for 
A a z all 
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all the forces of the knights. However, as they 
were not yet fully acquainted with that prince’s in- 
tentions, the grand matter fent brother John Mo- 
rel, prior of the church, to him, as his embafia- 
dor, under pretence of notifying his election to 
him, and to demand of him a renewing of the 
truce which the order had made with his predecef- 
for. It was a common practice in the order, and 
which the pope had authorized, for the knights to 
make a truce with one party of infidels, at the fame 
time they were oppoiing another. The prior of j 
llhodes executed his commiflion with great Ikill ] 
and add refs. The grand feignior returned the ci- J 
vilides paid him in the new grand matter’s name, 1 
with other compliments, but exprefled in general j 
terms that carried no meaning with them ; declin- i 
ing at the lame time to enter into any negotiation, j 
under pretence that the old treaties were fufficient j 
for the lecurity of both fides. The prior returned 
to Rhodes, and acquainted the grand matter, that j 
though war was not declared, yet peace was not the * 
more to be depended on. The grand matter, in 
order to difcover, if poflible, the defigns of the in- 
fidels, tt-nt William de Laftic, his nephew, fenef 
chal of the order, with two veflels, towards the 
coatts of Egypt and Barbary. This knight was 
not long before he returned to Rhodes, and ac- j 
quainted the grand matter that he would be imme- 
diately attacked by all the forces of Egypt. The j 
certainty of war made the knights arm without lofs j 
of time ; they fitted out eight gallies, four fliips J 
with high decks, and feveral tranfport veflels, put- j 
ting a confiderable body of troops on board of them, I 
working at the fame time in the ifle of Rhodes, and j 
tbokadjacentto.it, in order to put the principal j 
places in a condition of defence. i 

The fultan on his fide put to fea a confiderable ( 
fleet, coniifting of eighteen gallies, a g$eat number 
•f veflels of different bulk, well provided with j 

arms, i 
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arms, an 3 loaded with a con’fiderable body of crofs- 
bow-men and land forces. But to give fome colour 
to this armament, the fultan pretended, that the 
ifle of Rhodos, as well as that of Cyprus, depended 
formerly on the empire of Egypt. The firft at- 
tempt made by his forces, was upon a little ifland 
called Chatcau-roux, fituated a hundred miles to 
the eaft of the ifle of Rhodes, and only a mile, or 
at moft a French league, from Lycra. '1 his ifle, 
or rather this rock, belonged to the order, who had 
fortified it with a caftle, over the gate of which the 
arms of the order of bt. John, and thole of Arra- 
gon, were quartered ; a circumftance which might 
iocline us to believe that it was the language of that 
nation which had fortified this little place. 

The Saraztns met with little oppofition in ma- 
king their defeent, and in all probability feized on 
this little caflle with the like eafe ; at leaft there is 
no paffage in hiftory that takes notice of any con- 
siderable combat that happened ; they reimbarked 
after having deftroyed this fettlement, failed for 
Modes, and appeared off the ifland on September 
35th, 1440. 

The inhabitants emulating the example and care 
of the grand mafter, and his knights, had taken 
arms, and lining the coafts, appeared refolute to 
oppofe the infidels, if they fhould offer to make a 
deicent. The marfhal of the order, who, by vir- 
tue of that poft, had the command of the fleet, 
failed out of the poft in good order, and though he 
was much inferior to the enemy in number of Slips, 
yet he advanced boldly and offered them battle. 
The infidels, who imagined that all the fhips of the 
order were out a-cruifing, were furprifed to fee 
this armament, and retired into a bay, where turn- 
ing the poops of their fhips towards the land, they 
contented themfelves with making a great fire with 
their artillery, to keep the Chriftians at a di fiance. 
They were anfwered in the fame manner 5 the reft 
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of the day patted in cannonading one another, and 
night coming on, the chriAian fleet put into the 
port of Rhodes, the commander of italefigning, af- 
ter he had taken in fome powder and frefh troops, 
to return immediately in queft of the enemy : but 
the Sarazens feeing that it was impracticable to at- 
tack Rhodes in fight of the chriftian fleet, fet fail 
in the night. Their deflgn was to furprife the ifle 
of Lingo. The marfhal, whole experience fup- 
plied the place of fpies, guc fling at their deflgn, 
put out to fea at the fame time and crowding all 
the fail he could, and his, men plying their oars, he j 
advanced with great expedition under the cannon j 
of the cattle of Lango, fo that the Sarazens, when i 
they came up, were ftrangely furprifed to find him 
in their front, drawn up in the order of battle, and 
ottering to fight them a fecond time. * 

The Egyptian admiral,* attonifhed at this, tacked j 
about to avoid an engagement, and got to an ifland 
which belonged to the Turks ; and entering into 
the harbour, which feemed in a manner abandon- 
ed, he joined his gallics to one another, with their , 
prows towards the fea, and eredfed batteries upon < 
them, to repulfe the knights if they fhould offer to 
attack him ; and the Turks, who inhabited the 
bland, knowing Amurath’s intentions, and influ- 
enced likewife by the religion which they profeffed 
in common with the Sarazens, ran to their fuccour 
againft the Chriftians. 

The -marfhal, who had followed the Egyptian 
fleet, without lofing fight of it, feeing it fo well for- 
tified, called a council of war. Mott of the officers, 
in order to diffuade him from attacking the infidels, 
reprefented to him their number and forces, which 
were much fuperior to thofe of the order; and be- 
fides, there was a bad bottom in that place, it be- 
ing filled with a quick fand that was very dangerous. 
They were all for returning to Rhodes ; but the 
marfhal, who did not know what danger was, told 
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them that the knights of St. John were never ufed 
to count the number of their enemies, and ‘that he 
would fooner chufe to meet with a grave in the fea, 
than ly under the reproach of feeing the barbarians 
fo near him, without daring to attack them. But 
as his capacity was no ways inferior to his valour, 
he put his troops on board flat-bottomed veflels, 
that drew lefs water, and advancing at their head, 
being covered at the fame time by his artillery, he 
attacked the Sarazens, who received him with a 
fmart fire from their cannons and mulkets. If the 
attack was brilk. the defence was equally as brave, 
and the Sarazens, fupported by the Turks, exerted 
themfelves to the utmoft, in order to hinder the 
Chriftians from approaching their gallics. The 
night coming on, parted the combatants ; the in- 
fidels loft above feven hundred men on this occa- 
fion, and on the Chriftians ftde they did not com- 
pute above lixty. The marfhal, covered over with 
the blood of his enemies, andwounded infivefeveral 
places, made for Rhodes, upon fome figns of bad 
weather, and for fear of a ftorm, which the pilots 
were threatened with. The infidels took the ad- 
vantage of his retreat, to get out of thofe feas in 
the night time, and camefirft off the ifle of Cyprus: 
there they made a defeent, and fet fire to the great 
commandry of the order, which was all the advan- 
tage the (ultan had from an armament and expedi- 
tion which had put him to a confiderable expence. 

This ill fuccefs ferved only to exafperate him the 
more : he diffembled however his refentment, and 
the defigns he had in view, ^n order to have an 
opportunity of falling upon them with a greater 
force. But the grand mafter was not impofed up- 
on ; new fortifications were by his orders added to 
the city of Rhodes, and hefupplied the magazines 
with ammunition and provifions. The firft inftan- 
ces of his care were followed with a general cita- 
tion, fummoning all the knights able to bear arms 

to 
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to repair to the convent ; and the prince granted at 
the fame time a general pardon to all exiles and cri- 
minals, excepting fuch as were guilty pf high trea- 
fon, and incendiaries. He carried* his views far- 
ther, and fent embafladors to moft of the courts of 
Europe to folicit fuccours. Thefe embafladors did 
not fail to lay before thofe fovereigns the powers 
and forces of the fultan of Egypt and to reprefent 
that that infidel prince was ready to lay liege to 
Rhodes ; and that if they fhould abandon the or- 
der, at this juncture, all that the knights could ex- 
peft, after a long defence, would be to bury them- 
felves under the ruins of the place ; but that the 
chriftian princes would ly under an eternal reproach, 
fhould they fuffer the ruin of an ifland and a date, 
that ferved for a bulwark to Chriftendom, and 
which, by its lying fo near to the Holy Land, might 
facilitate the conqueft of it. The feveral princes, to 
whom thefe embafladors were fent, made no other 
return to all thefe juft remonftrances, than by em- 
ploying a few empty expreflions of an ufelefs com- 
paflion. Moft of them, detained at home by wars 
with their neighbours, did not think it proper to 
leave their dominions in fuch a juntture : befides, 
the fir ft fire of devotion, which had produced fo 
many crufades, was now in a manner fpent ; and a 
great many looked upon thefe tranfports of piety, 
either as a refult of a miftaken and irregular zeal; 
or perhaps as one of thofe fprings which politicians 
fet a-going, in order to fend away thofe princes and 
great men whom they thought too potent, and too 
jealous of the privileges of their dignity, at a di- 
ftance from their country, and keep them there oa 
a pretence of devotion. 

Be that as it will, the order obtained no fuccours 
from the chriftian princes in this junfture John 
Paleologus, emperor of Conftantinople, was the 
only one that made a league offenfive and defenfive 
with them againft the fultan of Egypt ; but this 

league 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MAjLTA. 285 

league produced nothing but a treaty that had no 
manner of confequence or fcffeff. Of all thofe vaft 
dominions that had belonged formerly ro the em- 
pire of the great Conftantine, nothirig was then 
left to Paleologus but only the city of Condantl- 
nople, with its adjoining territory. The Turks 
kept that prince blocked up as it were on all lldes ; 
fo that out of regard to his own prtfervation, and 
for fear of feeing himfelf fpeedily befieged, he durft 
not part with the fuccours which he had ftipulated 
to fend to Rhodes. This infignificant treaty was 
followed by another made with the fultan of Egypt 
himfelf, which indeed feemed to be fomething more 
advantageous ; but that prince, who was an excel- 
lent politician, concluded it only with a defign of 
amullng the grand irvader. 

Sir Fantin Quirini, a noble Venetian, bailiff of 
Lango, and great admiral of the order, held the 
iiland of Nizarro of it by w ay of fief, and was ob- 
liged to take the care of defending thele two ifles. 
The fultan apprehending, that if he fhould make 
his attack on that fide, Quirini’s relations, w bo had 
a ftrong intereft in the fenate, might prevail with 
the republic to fend troops to the abidance of the 
order, notified to him, that out of regard to his 
nation, with which he had always lived in good 
correlpondence, he would readily agree to a treaty 
of neutrality for the iflands, which were under his 
government. Quirini communicated thele propo- 
fitions to the grand mailer, and council of the or- 
der; fome fed themfelvcs with hopes that this pri- 
vate treaty might be improved to a more geneial 
one, and perhaps to the re-eflablifhment of peace; 
but the moll Hcilful were of a d fferent opinion, 
judging that the lole motive of the fultan’s offering 
this nautrality, was only to prevent a rupture with 
the Venetians, who alone enjoyed the commerce of 
Alexandria, and with a fuppolition, that if he 
could once make himfelf mafter of Rhodes, the 
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neighbouring files, which depended on it, would 
follow the fate of the capital, and fall of courfe in- 
to his hands. However, as the order would, by 
this treaty, be difcharged from the care and ex- 
pence of maintaining troops in thofe two iflands, 
they told the bailiff that he might conclude it, pro- 
vided it was drawn up in terms fuitable to the fo- 
vereignty of the order. 

The fultan, from a motive that was very near of 
the fame nature of that above-mentioned, agreed 
with the king of Cyprus on a like neutrality, for 
the veffels of Rhodes and Egypt that ihould be put 
into the ports of his kingdom. Yet in the midft 
of thefe preliminary treaties, which feemed toufhcr 
in peace, or at leaft a long truce, a confiderable 
fleet of the fultan’s was again feen off the ifle of 
Rhodes, which landed eighteen thoufand 
Auguft. foot in that place, befides a ftrong body of 
1444. horfe and Mamalukes, in which the prin- 
cipal ftrength of the Egyptians confifted. 
Thefe barbarians, without fitting down before any 
other place in the ifland, marched directly to the 
capital, which they befieged at the fame time that 
their fleet lay off at fiea, in order to block up the 
port, and preVent the throwing in of luccours. 

The reader may juftly expert to meet in this place 
with an exa<ft relation of this liege, with the parti- 
culars of the fallies made by the knights, the ft: rat- 
ing which they oppofed, ^ndthe killed and wound- 
ed on both fides ; but thefe knights knew much 
better h-nv to handle their fwords than their pens. 
The little learning at that time in the order, and 
indeed in that age, has deprived us of fo curious 
and fo important a relation : all that is to be found 
in the regifters of the chancery,, is, that the fiege 
lifted forty days ; that the infidels battered down 
the place with a great train of atillery : that there 
were feveral aflaults given, in which they were al- 
ways repulfed ; and that their general, having loft 

the 
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the beft part of his troops, re-embarked with the 
remainder, and was the fiift that carried to his ma- 
iler the news of the ill fuccefs of his arms. 

The grand mafter wifely judging that it would 
not be long before the infidels would make hkn an- 
other viilt under the walls of Rhodes, difpatched 
William de Laftic his nephew into the weft, to give 
the pope and mod of the chriffian princes on ac- 
count of the advantages lately gained by the order 
over the Sarazens. He took this ftep in hopes of 
obtaining feme fuccour : and that fovereigns, like 
other men, would declare themfelves more freely 
for the viftorious party. In fa£l, as foon as they 
1 heard jn Europe that the knights had drove the in- 
I fidels out of their ifle, abundance of the young 
nobility of Europe, particularly the gentlemen of 1 
the kingdoms of France and bpain, fond of fha- 
ring in the glory of the order, were very eager to 
be admitted into it. This was a very feafonable re- 
cruit, and helped to fill up the forces of the order, 
which had been much diminifhed by lofies which are 
mfeparable from war. But this, at thefame time, was 
m additional expence to the convent : and in order 
to make a provition for it, the grand mafter called a 
general chapter at Rhodes, which was to afiemble 
July 25th. 

Whilft this aflembly was fitting, the grand ma- 
fter received an account from the fenefchal his ne- 
phew, that he had gone through moft of the courts 
of Europe, but found the princes fo exafperated a- 
gainft one another, and fo univerfally engaged in 
war, that there were no hopes of any great fuccour. 
The grand mafter and the chapter faw plainly by 
thefe letters, that they muft rely upon their own 
ftrength entirely ; whereupon, by common con- 
foot, they increafed the refponfions for five years. 
By the; fame ftatute, the priors were forbid to re- 
ceive •a* greater number than the order could main- 
lain ; and they agreed that the grand mafter fhould 
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be empowered to put an end to this definitive- 
war, by a peace, if they made him any overtures of 
it. The treaty was carried on the year following 
by the agency of James Coeur, a French merchant, 
who was afterwards treafurer to Charles VII king 
of France. He was a 'citizen of the town of Bour* 
ges, a man of pe 'it e generation * , as an hiftorian 
of the times exprefies it, to fhew that he was born 
of parents that were not noble. But the defe&of 
birrh, if it really be a defetft, was abundantly re- 
paired by the greatnefs of his genius, by his indu- 
ftry and his application. France never gave 
birth to a merchant who extended its commerce fo 
far, and made fuch prodigious profits : he had 
whole fleets at his command, and above three 
hundred factors difperfed in fcveral countries of 
Europe and Afia, and even as far as SarrojinaMs 
as the author above-mentioned expreffes it. It was 
one of thefe faftors, who, in virtue of thefafc- 
condudls which he had for his commerce, conduc- 
ed the agent of the order to Alexandria on board 
liis mafter’s gallies A peace was made, but all 
that we know of the conditions of the treaty is, 
that the envoy of Rhodes, after it was concluded, 
brought back with him into the ifland a great num- 
ber of chriftian Haves and prifoners that had been 
taken during the war. A bull of the grand ma- 
fter’s, bearing date Feb. 8. 1446. is Bill preferved 
in the treafury of the order, in which he orders 
brother Raimond d’Arpajon grand prior of St. 
Giles, and the receiver of the language of Provence, 
to pay James Coeur what was due to him for this 
voyage. 

The grand mafter’s joy in having procured fo 
many poor Chriftians their liberty, was a little 

* Hiftoire de Charles VII. Roy de France, par Mat. de CoBCfr 
p. 691. edit, de Louvre. 
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damped by the concern that fome letters 
fent from Pope Nicholas V. gave him. 14.:, 8. 
There were fome commanders at Rome, 
and at the pontiff’s court, who were un^afy at the 
tefponlions of their commandiies being increas'd ; 
they complained to the pope of it, as it it had 
been a tyrannical impofition, and as if the grand 
©alter and the chapter had exceeded the bounds let 
to their authority by the fta>utcs. Nicholas V. be- 
- ing prejudiced againft the grand mailer, and with- 
, out examining whether there were any mifrej refenta- 
in thefe complaints, wrote about them in harlh 
| terms to LaRic fending him at the fame time acol- 
ii Icftion of the Ratutes made in the laft chapter, 
which he fuppofed had been tranigreffed. and which 
f be ordered him to obferve for the future as the 
t»le of his conduct. 

The grand mailer laid th- pope’s letters before 
[ the council, and made an anlwtr in terms which 
fodeed were very refpedtful ; but at the fame time 
full of that refolution which truth and juflice al- 
ways infpire. He repreftnted to that pontiff, that 
pope hugenius IV. his predeceffor, after having 
examined the accounts of the expence the order had 
been at in fu Raining the liege of Rhodes, had ap- 
proved the augmentation of the rtiponlions. in or- 
der to pay off' the debts it had been obliged to con- 
tradl during the war; that fuch as made tlitir 
complaints on this article were unwoithy to wear 
the habit, fellows, fays he, that never faw Rhodes, 
or elfe made no Ray there, and with a defign only 
of getting rid of the regular dilcipline, or proba- 
bly to keep out of the way of dangers that are u- 
fual in war, efpecially in a bloody liege ; that moR 
of thofe religious, inRead of refiding fo much as up- 
or\ their commandries, which they were obliged to 
do, and exercifing the duties of hofpitality, had en- 
tirely devoted themfelves to the court of Rome, 
where they p’RLd away their lives in luxury at d 
Vol. II. Bb plealurc ; 
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pleafure ; that he befought his holinefs to fend 
them back immediately to the convent, to live in 
the chief houfe of tluir order, and to learn from 
the example of their brother companions, the life 
a true knight of St. John ought to* lead. As to 
the ttatutes which his holinefs had fent to him, 
they agreed in council, after having exactly com- 
pared them with the originals, that it could be the 
work only of fome forger of writings, who had 
inferred feveral articles that were never heard of 
before in the order, and which were invented on- 
ly to encourage the fpirit of appropriation and li- 
ber tinifm of thofe profligate knights. 

The indignation which the grand mafter difeover- 
ed againft thofe mutineers was the better founded, 
in that they lived under his government at Rhodes, 
in an exaft obfervance of their rule and ftatutes; 
that in the very heat of the armaments which were 
frequently making, the knights never negle&ed 
to keep a ft rift faft during Advent and Lent ; that 
they abftained from meat every VVedncfday in the 
year ; and that in the refeftory, and all other re- 
gular places, no body durft interrupt a filencc, 
which in that place was obferved as regularly a$ifl 
a community of monks and hermits. The gaud 
matter's letter, drawn up in form of an apology* 
was figned by the whole council, and thepope 
feemed fatistted with it. 

But feveral of the European commanders, who 
were fupported by the protection of fome cardinals, 
and had alfo powerful friends in the order, and in 
the very council, were not a jot more exaft in pay- 
ing their refponflons : fo that one would have 
thought that they would pretend to free themfclves 
from their vow of obedience. The order, by their 
rebellion, fell infenfibly into a kind of anarcly : 
feveral chapters, and various afleiublies were held 
on this account, in which very wholefome regula- 
tions 
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tions were made, but difobedience, power, credit 
and cabal, rendered them intirely ineffe&ual. 

The council feeing the authority of the govern- 
ment flighted, could not think of a more proper 
remedy, in order to put a flop to fo great a dif- 
order, than by putting the foverign authority, and 
the entire difpofition of the revenue into the hands 
of the grand mafter only. This was a fort of dic- 
tatorfhip, which is always dangerous in a republi- 
can flate ; but they were fo perfuaded of the zeal 
of Laftic, of his (incere piety, and withal of his 
moderation, that they made no difficulty of en- 
trufting him with an abfolute authority. He ex- 
cufed hi-nfelf at firft from accepting it on account 
of his great age ; and for fear of breaking in upon 
the ancient confiitution of the order, of which he 
Was a zealous obfervcr ; he could not be brought , 
to comply with the preffing folicitations of his reli- 
gious, but upon condition that this alteration in 
the government fhould laft only for three years, 
after the expiration of which term, the fupreme 
council fhould refume its antient authority. 

The wifdom and refoiution of his conduct foon 
ju/Hfied the choice the order had made : By vir- 
tue of the regulations made in the laft chapter, he 
threatened openly to deprive all thofe of their com- 
mandries, and even to degrade them from the or- 
der, who did not by a certain ftated time pay in 
their refponiions. Thefe menaces, from a fove- 
reign and a fuptrior, whom they knew incapable 
of being moved by any recommendation, intimi- 
dated the moft rebellious. They all gave fecurity 
for their obedience, till fuch time as they fhould 
meet with an opportunity of remitting money to 
Rhodes, all bowed and fubmitted before the au- 
thority of fo worthy an head, armed with fo juft 
an authority. 

But as funds in the beginning weije wanting, in 
order to pay the debts, and provide for the indif- 
B b 2 penfiblc 
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penfable neceflities of the order, he took them up 
on the revenues appropriated to the mafterfhip. 
The firft ufe that he made of his new authority 
was to (trip himfeif ; and like a true father, facri- 
ficed with pleafure the great revenues annexed to 
his dignity, for the maintenance of his children, 
and the fubfiftence of the troops which the order 
kept in the feveral iflands which then compofed its 
dominions. However, that they might not abufe 
his eaftnefs, he commanded all fuch commanders 
as refided as Rhodes, and received the value of an 
hundred crowns of gold revenue from their com- 
mandries, not to receive any thing more out of the 
treafury of the order for their fubfiftence. 

This regulation of domeftic difeipline was fuc- 
ceed.d by more important concerns. As in the 
diforder that the revenue was in, they had reafon 
to fear a rupture with the Turks, who were never 
very fcrupulous in obferving treaties, the grand 
n after fent embaffadors to Amurath II. who was 
then upon the throne, to *difcover how that prince 
was difpofed with refpeft to the order. We have 
feen, during the war which the fultan of Egypt 
was making in the ifle of Rhodes, how Amurarh, 
that he might take his meafures according as events 
iliould happen, put off the grand mafter’s propo- 
fal of renewing the antient treaties of peace. The 
new embaffadors of the order found him more 
compliant at this jun&ure : that prince had enough 
to do to defend himfeif againft a formidable league 
of chriftian princes, into which the king of Hun- 
gary, the famous John Huniades, vaivod of Tran- 
lilvania, the Wallachians, Scander beg king of Al- 
bania, and even Ufum Caffan king of Perlia, hid 
entered. But of all his enemies, none was fo ter- 
rible to him as the king or prince of Albania. 

Albania, a province of Europe, is fituated eaft- 
ward of us along the gulph of Venice ; it bason 
the eaft Macedonia, of which it was formerly a 

part, 
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part, Epirus on the fouth, and on the north Ser 
via, and a corner of Dalmatia, Some high moun- 
tains divide it from Epirus, and oilier mountains, 
marfhes, craggy rocks, and narrow paffes make the 
country impaflable to troops that are unacquainted 
with the ground. This advantageous lituation, 
with the courage and ferocity of thole moutaineers, 
made them terrible to their neighbours, efpecially 
to the Turks : Amurath undertook to fubdiie 
them. John Caftriot, who reigned then in this 
country, defended himfelf for a long time with 
great courage ; but he was forced at laft to yield to 
forces fuperior to thofe of his little Hate. Caftriot, 
to fave the poor remains of his fortune, entered 
into a treaty with the Turkifh prince, and a^ a 
pledge of his fubje&ion, was obliged to give him 
his three Tons, Conftantine, George and John, in 
hoftage. Amurath, without any regard to the 
faith of this treaty, ordered them to be circumcif- 
cd, and inftru&ed in the Mahometan law; and the 
father of thefe three unfortunate princes, hearing 
of their misfortune, died of grief. Amurath, un- 
der pretence of fccuring the principality to the 
children of the abovememioned Albanian prince, 
feized upon it, and put ftrong garrifous into all the 
places. 

It is not known what became of the two elded 
fons of John Caftriot. Moft hiftorians accuie A- 
murath of poiioning them; others fay thar he only 
put out their eyes, and incapacitated them from 
ever having any heirs. The like fate was defigned 
for the third ; but they fay Amurath was fo 
charmed with his agreeable mien, and a certain 
air of grandeur that dilcovered itfclf already in that 
young prince, that he exempted him from thofe 
punilhments, and ordered him to be carefully 
brought up in the religion of Mahomet, and in all 
the exerciies proper for a ftildier. 

Bb 3 As 


Digitized by Google 



2?4 HISTORY OF THE 

Asfoon as he was able to bear arms, Amurath 
took him with him into the field ; and in his very 
fkft campaign, he performed actions of fuch fur- 
prifing valour, that the grand leignior, by way of 
r.llufion to the name of a great king of Macedonia, 
would have him called Scander-beg, i. e. lord A- 
Lxandtr. All the fucceeding part of his life cor- 
relponded with this favourable beginning : whether 
lie was engaged in duels and Angle combats, which 
he undertook againft adventurers who challenged 
him at the head of armies, or elfe in general bat- 
tles, he always gained the honour of the day. He 
loon became the favourite of Amurath and after- 
wards one.of his generals ; but the remembrance 
of Albania, which the young prince confidered as 
his inheritance, and a fecret uneafinefs to fee him- 
felf engaged in a religion different from that of his 
father’s, affected him more than all the fu It an’s fa- 
vour, fo that he was refolutely bent to recover his 
dominions at any rate, and return to his mother 
the church. 

Scander-beg being fixed in this defign, took his 
time when Amurath’s fecretary was in the country. 
He cam£ to him, drew him alide, and having for- 
ced him to draw up letters patent directed to the 
governor of Croia, the capital of Albania, by 
which he was ordered to deliver up the govern- 
ment of that place to Schander-beg, he imme- 
diately fUbbed that minifter, and flew all his train 
to a man, and advanced with all poflible diligence 
to the gates of Croia. He was received into the 
capital of Albania with all the refpeft that was due 
to the order's he brought; but, in the night, letting 
in three hundred men, which he had caufed to 
advance, and poft themfelves jprivatcly near the 
gates of the city, he put the Turkilh governor and 
all the gan ifon to the fword, and without lollng 
time, hafted into all parts of Albania, which he 
reduced into his power. Moft of the chriflian 
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princes his neighbours fent to congratulate him on 
his good fuccefs ; and the Venetians, who looked 
upon his dominions as a barrier to cover thofe 
of the republic, lupplied him with confiderable 
fums to levy troops. 

There was no want of foldies : the Albanians, a 
warlike people, offered themfelves in crouds to 
take the field ; but out of this great number, which 
would have formed a confiderable army, he chofe 
only eight thoufand foot and feven thoufand horfe. 
With this fmall body of troops, and the advantage 
of the mountains, and narrow pafies with which 
the country abounded, he beat four great armies 
of the Turks, The firft commanded by Ali, the 
fecond by Feris-beg, and the two others by Mufta- 
pha Balha. BafTa or Pacha, as different authors 
write him. Amurath aferibing thefe great Ioffes to 
a want .of courage or capacity in his generals, fan- 
cied the war would go on more fuccefsfully under 
his own dire&ion, and therefore refolvcd to com* 
mand his troops in perfon : he marched at the 
head of a formidable army to attack hcander-beg, 
and indeed carried fome places but the takmg of 
them cofi: him more foldiers than the lofs of a bat- 
tle would have done. He was attended in this ex- 
pedition by young Mahomet his fon, whofe valour, 
courage and refolution, as much as his birth, had 
engaged him to take him in for his partner in the 
empire ; having a mind to fhew his troops at one 
and the fame time the capacity of an old captain, 
and the ardor and fire of a young conqueror. 

In the fecond campaign, the two fultans prepared 
to form the fiege of Croia, the capital of Albania ; 
bur before they undertook it, that they might not 
be difturbed in the execution of their defigns, they 
made a treaty of peace with the V enetians, in which 
it was exprefsly ftipulated, that the republi lh >uld 
hold no correfpondence with the prince of Albania. 
It was from the fame motive, and in order to fe- 

curc 
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cure himfelfagainftjall apprehenfions from thefleets 
ot the order, that Amurath renewed with the grand 
mailer the treaties of peace which he had made 
with his predeceffor. 

The fiege of Croia proved unhappy to th£ Turks 
Amurath, after feeing part of his army deftroyed 
by the fudden attacks of Scander-beg, who kept 
the field, was at laft obliged to raife it. The prince 
of Albania purfued him in his retreat, and cut to 
pieces the beft part of his rear. Amurath fretting 
at the ill fuccefs of the campaign, and worn out 
with the infirmities of old age, fell fick. He was 
carried to Adrianople, where he ended his days, 
after a lingering illnefs of five or fix months. This 
fnltan was regretted by his fubje&s, and even by 
the Chriftians, efpecially when they came to com- 
pare his reign and his condudl with that of his fuc- 
ceflor; a young prince, and one of fethe great- 
eft conquerors indeed that Europe and Afia 
ever faw, but at the fame time of a cruel, per- 
fidious, and bloody nature, and whofe a<ftions re- 
vived the hateful remembrance of the moft inhu- 
man tyrant. 

The necefiary connexion of his hiftory with that 
which I write, and the bloody wars that he made 
upon the order of St. John, oblige me to give a 
more particular account of one of his greatell ene- 
mies. He was a young prince, hardly 21 years 
old, whom nature and fortune confpired, in con- 
junction with an extraordinary valour, to make 
the terror of the whole world. His ambition was 
ftill greater than hisjbjrth, and the empire to which 
he was' born. He bad very fuperior talents, im* 
menfe views, an admirable genius for diftributing 
on proper occafions the execution of his projects J 
was always attentive, always prefent to events, and 
never lctft fight of the difpofitions and forces of his 
enemies : his thirft .after glory and pleafures was 
infaiiable, and he abandoned himfelf to thofe abo- 
minable 
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minable fenfualities which nature cannot think of 
without horror ; he had no honour, no humanity, 
no religion ; and efteemed the alcoran as little as 
he did the gofpel : and according to his principles, 
there were but two divinities that deferved to be 
worfhipped by men, fortune and valour. 

Such was Mahomet II. who affected the title of 
Al-Biuch, of Mahomet the Great, betimes; a title 
which pofterity has continued to him. He was 
worthy of it, if we judge of him only by his con- 
quefts; but in monarchs there are virtues which 
ought to take place of valour, and a prince cannot 
be truly great without piety and juftice ; virtues 
' which Mahomet had no notion of, or at leaft 
’'thought the pra&ice of them fit only for private 
’men. 

■ Yet no fooner was the death of Amunith, and 
ttthe advancement of Mahomet II. upon the Otto- 
I'man throne made public, but the embafTadors of 
" the emperors of Conftantinople and Trtbizond, 
and moft of the Grecian and eaftern princes, 
crowded to the porte. The grand mafter lent bro- 
ther Peter Zinot thither in the name of the 
order. All thefe minirters, after making the 
ufual compliments upon thefe occafions, prtfTed 
for a confirmation of the old alliances made 
between the princes their mailers and the 
Ottoman houfe. Mahomet, whether dazzled w ith 
the charms of abfolute power, or that he had 
a mind to lull the embafTadors into a fccurity re- 
ceived them all with an afiedted fatisfaftion, and 
readily renewed the treaties w f hich they deiired to 
have confirmed But as the conqueft of Conftan* 
tinople was the firft aim of his ambition, he em- 
ployed all the next year in making lecretly the 
neceflary preparations for fo great an enrerprize, 
and in fecuring all the avenues that led to that ca- 
pital of the eaft, to prevent the throwing in of any 
fuccours that the Greek emperor might obtain, 
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cither on the land fide, or by the way of Pontus 
Euxinus, or the Black Sea. 

In this view he caufed a fort to be erefted on 
the European fide of the Bofphorus. The empe- 
ror Con (famine, alarmed at this ftep, difpatched 
embaffadors to him, to complain of it as an infrac- 
tion of the treaties of peace fo lately renewed be- 
tween them. Mahomet anfwered them at firft with 
a Teeming moderation, that he had only raifed that 
fort to oppofc the incurfions of the knights of 
Rhodes who were as much enemies to the Greeks 
as to the Turks ; and to fecure, as he faid, the 
fubjeffs of both empires againft the inroads of the 
Latin?. But the emb fiadors offering to infift on 
the fidelity with which the order obferved its trea- 
ties, Mahomet, tranfported by the violence of hk 
temper, ordered them to hold their tongue, and # 
fwore, c * That the firft that lliould dare to fpeak 
M a word to him more on that fubjedt, he would 
“ caufe him to be flay’d alive.” 

After thU declaration, and without keeping 
meafures, he ordered his troops to advance and inveft 
the capital of the Greek empire ; and they began to 
form one of the moft remarkable fieges mentioned 
in all the hiftory of the lower empire. 

The fultan arrived in the camp on the fecond of 
April : They fay, that there was at leaft 300,000 
men in his army, without reckoning a large fleet 
confiding of 250 veflels of different bulks, which 
had 24,000 men on board. All the force that 
they could mufter up in Conftantinople to oppefc 
fuch formidable forces, hardly amounted to 6o«o 
Greeks under arms, and about 3000 men, confift- 
ing of foreign troops and volunteers, which may 
well appear furpriling, confidering the greatnefs of 
the rity, and the prodigious number of its inhabi- 
tants But thefe were none of the old Greeks, fo 
renowned in antiquity for their valour, and the lore 
of their country j all their genius was now turned 

entirely 
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entirely to commerce : Conftaritinople was fcarce 
filled with any thing but merchants, without reckon* 
ing a large number of calojers and monks, moll of 
them covetous wretches, who, rather than affift 
their fovereign, buried their money in private pla- 
ces. So that it is no great wonder, if (Jonftantine, 
deftitute of troops, and fuccours, could not hold 
out long againft the efforts of the infidels. Not- 
' withftanding all the refiftance of the befieged, 
l the city was taken by ftorm the forty- fecond 
f day of the fiege. 

The emperor chofe rather to be killed in defend- 
ing his religion and his crown, than to fall alive in- 
to the hands of the infidels. Perhaps there never 
I was leen a more melancholy and moving fpe&acle 
: than what paffed at the taking of this city. Above 
forty thoufand w ere put to the fword ; and fixty 
thoufand fold for flaves : nothing efcaped the fury 
and avarice of the foldiery. 

The women detefted the fruitfulnefs which had 
made them mothers, and lamented bitterly the fate 
of the young children which they carried in their 
arms. Here was a numberlefs multitude of young 
maidens to be feen, fearful, and fauitering in their 
pace, who not knowing where to go, wandered a- 
bout like poor Grangers, in the very bofom of their 
country, and whilft they were in queft of their pa- 
rents, fell into an abyfs of misfortunes, and into 
the hands of barbarians, from whom they fuffered 
a treatment more fhocking than the moft cruel ex- 
ecutions. Their tears and cries, which reached 
the heavens, could not move the heart of the infq- 
lent vanquiffier ; and the meaneft of the Turks had 
an accomplifhed beauty for his prey, though often 
taken from him by another Turk, either ftronger 
than himfelf, or of greater authority in the army. 
Moft of thofe barbarians fet their prifoners to fale, 
but the men of quality, the princes and officers 
who were taken under arms, were executed by the 
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ful tan’s orders ; nothing efcaped his cruelty but the 
handfomeft young perfons of both fexes, whom he 
referved for the abominations of his feraglio- 

It was thus that a young Greek lady of noble birth, 
called Irene, hardly feventeen years old, fell into 
his hands. A baflia had juft made her his flave, 
but being ftruck with her exquilite beauty, thought 
her a prefent worthy of the fultan. The eaft had 
never before given birth to f<> enchanting a crea- 
ture ; her charms were irrefiftible, and triumphed 
over the favage heart of Mahomet ; rough as he 
was, he was forced to yield ; he abandoned himfelf 
entirely to this new paffion ; and in order to have 
fewer avocations from his amorous afliduitics, he 
patted feveral days without permitting his minifters 
and the principal officers of his army to fee him. 
Irene followed him afterwards to Adrianople : it 
was here he fixed the refidence of the young Greek. 
As for himfelf, on whatever fide war might oblige 
him to go, he would often, in the midft of the moft 
important expeditions, leave the conduct of them 
to his generals, and hurry away to return to Irene. 
It was not long before it was vifible that war was no 
longer his reigning paffion ; the foldiers who were 
enured to plunder, and ufed to find booty in fol- 
lowing him, murmured at this change. Thefe mur- 
murs fpread and became epidemical-; the officers 
as well as the foldiers complained of his effeminate 
life ; yet his wrath was fo terrible, that no body 
durft undertake to fpeak to him on that fubjeft. 
At laft, as the difeontents of the foldiery were juft 
going to break out, Muftapha baflia, having regard 
only to the fidelity which he owed his mailer, was 
the hrft that gave him notice of the difeourfes which 
the janizaries held publicly to the prejudice of his 
glory. 

The fultan continued for fome time in a fullen 
and deep lilence, as if he was confidering in him- 
felf what refolution he fhould take ; the only an- 
2 " fwer 
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fwer he gave him, and under pretence of a review, 
he ordered Muftapha to i’ummon the bafhas to af« 
femble the next day, with all his guards, and the 
troops that were ported about the city ; after which 
he went iato the apartment of Irene, andftayed with 
her' till the next day. 

Never did that young princefs appear fo charm- 
ing in his eyes ; never too had the prince given her 
fuch tender marks of his love before : and in or- 
der, if portable, to bertow anew lurtre on her beau- 
ty, he deiired her women to exert all their art and 
flrillin dreffing her. When Ihe was thus fet out 
and adjurted to appear in public, he took her by 
the hand, and led her into the middle of the aflem- 
bly, when throwing artde the veil which covered 
her face, he demanded haughtily of the bafhas that 
flood round him, if they had ever feen a more fi- 
niilied beauty ? All the officers, like good cour- 
tiers, were laviffi of their praifes, and congratulat- 
ed him on his happinefs. Upon which, Mahomet 
taking the fair Greek by the hair with one hand, 
and drawing his feymitar with the other, he cut off 
her head at one ftroke, and turning himfelf about 
to the grandees of the court, “ This fword, fays 
“ he to them, with a wild and furious air, can, 
** when I pleafe, cut afunder the bonds of love.” 

The whole aflembly was feized with horror, and 
fliuddered at the fight : the dread they were all 
feized with, of being treated in the like manner, 
made the moft mutinous of them tremble : every 
one thought he faw the fatal feymitar lifted over his 
own head ; but if they cfcaped his blood thirfty tem- 
per at that moment, it was only to execute his ven- 
geance the better. Murtapha, as a reward of his 
faithful advice, was firft facrificed, and that on a 


flight pretence ; he caufed him to be ftranglcd in 
the feraglio ; and in the long wars in which he was 
afterwards engaged, and which larted as lone as his 
reign, he had the cruel pleafure of Uiipatching mod: 
VoL. II. C C 0 v \ of 
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of the janizaries one after another, who, by their 
feditious cries, had interrupted his pleafures, and 
awaked his fury. 

This prince had fcarce been above iix months in 
pnileffion of Conttantinoplc, when, imagining that 
all the princes of Alia ought to fubmit to his power, 
he began with the kn'uhtsrof Rhodes; his demands 
upon them fufficiently declaring his pretentions. He 
feat an embaffador, or rather an herald, ’ to the 
grand matter, f ummoning him to own him for his 
lovereign, and fend into his treafury a yearly tri- 
bute of 2000 ducats. Upon his refufal, the em- 
baffador had orders to denounce war againft him, 
and declare that the fultan his matter was refolved 
in perfon to fall upon all the ifles of the order with 
his invincible forces. 

The grand matter, after advifing with the coun- 
cil, anfwered him, that his order was compofed of 
a body of military religious, who, asfuch, depend- 
ed by their profeffion on the fovereign pontiff of 
the Chriftians ; that their ancettors had, by their j 
valour, and at the expence of their blood, fince 
made a conquett of Pihodes and the neighbouring 
illands, the l'overeignty of which no prince as jet 
had difputed with them ; that at the time of hi.*e* 
lection to tiie grand matterfhip, this fovereignty 
was put as it were in truft into his hands ; that he 
was accountable for it to his brothers and theirfuc- 
ceflbrs, and that he would facrifice his life with 
pleafure rather than do the leaft thing to prejudice 
the independency and liberty of the order. 

This wife grand matter and his council not doubt- 
ing but fo refolure an anlwer would foon be attend- 
ed by the fultan’s invaffon of their territories, ap- 
plied to the princes of Chrittendom, though they 
took this ftep rather with a view of having nothing 
wherewith they might reproach themfelves, than 
put of any hopes of a fpeedy and effectual fuccour. 
The commander d’Aubuffon, of the language of 
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Auvergne, and defcended from one of the moil 
noble and ancient houfes of la Marche, was appoint* 
ed embabaffador to Charles VII. who was then up- 
on the throne of France. The grand mailer know- 
ing his zeal for the order, made choice of him for 
that commiffion, and it proved the laft action of his 
mafterfhip. He died in a very old age, after ha- 
ving governed Rhodes in difficult and tempeftuous 
times with equal prudence and refylution. 
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DISCOURSE 

UPON THE 

ALCORAN, 

DELIVERED IN THE 

ACADEMY of INSCRIPTIONS, 


At the opening of it, onTuefday the 14th of No- 
vember 1724, b 7 M. de Vertot. 

0 

O F all the fcicnces in which mankind employ 
their time, there is not any one more agree- 
able, or more ufeful than the knowledge of hiftory. 
What fatisfa&ion muft it be to a reader to behold 
the fuccellion of all ages ; the revolutions of the 
greateft empires, legiflators and conquerors; the au- 
thors of different religions, another kind of con- 
querors ; in a word, all thofe famous men, who, 
by their valour, or learning and talents, feemed to 
have undertaken to change the whole face of the 
univerfe, palling along before his eyes, and as it 
were on a great theatre ? 

But time, in fpite of allnheir manifefto’s, of all 
the colours which thofe vain and ambitious men, 

or 
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or their partifans have employed to difguife their 
projeds, has neverthclefs taken oir the varnifh, and 
difeovered truth in all its native fimplicity : Hifto- 
17, free from the prejudices of p irty, penetrates in- 
to the mod lecret motives ; we there fee, that an 
unjuft detire of ufurpation in fome; an exccfiive 
third after riches or pleafures in others ; fometimes - 
a paffion rooted in vanity in the learned, and the 
hopes of making their names famous in the world, 
have, generally fpeaking, been the fee ret fprings 
that have given motion to ail their undertakings ; 
and it is from the generality of thefe great exam- 
ples, which ferve inftead of an anticipated experi- 
ence, that we may learn, that all unjud enterprifes, 
though never fo fuccefsful, and that all upftart and 
erroneous opinions, become at lad the contempt of 
all fucceeding ages, and that truth alone deferves to 
be celebrated in all countries, and by all hidorians. 

However, before we pin our faith entirely on 
the credit of thefe writers, it is very fit that we ex- 
amine their works by the rules of hound criticifm, 
a kind of torch, which, like a faithful guide, con- 
duds us through all the obfure and gloomy paths 
of antiquity, and helps us to diftinguifh truth from 
falfchood, the noble fimpiicity of hiftory from* the 
marvellous which we meet with in fidion, and all ' 
thofe vain ornaments with which illufion and error 
are decked. 

In order, therefore; to be aflured of the truth of ^ 
fads related by hidorin ns, efpecially in the mod an- 
cient, we mud carefully examine the text of their 
works, to fee if it has not differed by interpolations, 
the different readings'of manuferipts, the unifor- 
mity or difference of the ftyle, the country in which 
an author was born, the age in which he lived, and the 
order which he has obferved in chronology. It is 
well known, that the changing of a date, and pla- 
cing it either earlier or later, is enough to alter the 
very nature of fads, or at lead the confequenccs 
Cc 3 that. 
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that may be drawn from them : In a word, we 
ought to inform ourfelves of the name, the religion, 
and morals of a writer. And though he fhould be 
anonymous, or appear under a fictitious name, yet 
the generality of thefe authors dilcover themfelves 
in their works, and fome ftrokes always drop from 
their pen, that lay them open, and reprefent their 
characters more faithfully than all the criticifms and 
apologies that have been written either for or a- 
gainft their works, could have done. 

It is by the afliftance of thefe various rules of cri- 
ticifm, that I pcopofe to examine who is the real 
author of the Alcoran ; the motives which might 
probably have determined him to publifh it ; whe- 
ther it were the effeCt of infpiration, or the work 
of a fingle perfon afiifted by feveral learned men ; 
in fhort, the different fate this book has met with, 
and whether it has not in the fucceflion of ages un- 
dergone feveral variations, and changed its prin- 
ciples and maxims more than once. 

There are three different opinions, with regard 
to the author of the Alcoran : Mahomet and his 
followers aferibe it to God alone ; fome chriftian 
writers arc for fathering it upon the prince of dark- 
nel's, transformed into an angel of light, and aflii- 
ming the name of Gabriel ; others pretend, that 
this book, which is made up of different pafiagesof 
the Old and New Teftament, was compiled by 
Mahomet, with the afliftance of a Rabbin, and fe- 
veral Chriftians of different feCts : This is the opi- 
nion which I am to examine. 

'The firft fyllable of the word Alcoran is only an 
article *, and we may as well fay, The Coran, an 
Arabic word, which fignifies Reading or Writing f. 
There is no one but knows, that it is a book which 
contains the religion of the Muflfulmen, and that 

• S^e Maracci, p. 33. 

+ The book to be read, or the legend. Pfidcaux, 

it 
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it is held in the fame veneration with them as the 
lioly Scriptures with Chriftians. The Turks like- 
wife gave this book the title of LI Forcan, i. e. 
which diftinguifhes good from evil ; it is a feigned 
conference which Mahomet had with God and the 
angels, from whom he pretends to have received 
his law. Ali. Mahomet’s coufin-german, and lon- 
in-law, in order to inhance the merit of this divine 
book, gave out, that the faithful found therein the 
hiftory of former ages, laws for the conduct of 
this life, and infallible predi&ions with regard to 
futurity. Their preachers take it into the pulpits 
with them ; they hold it open, and read every 
now and then out of it fome verfe by way of text. 
Their pofpive and fchool divinity is founded only 
on fome paffages of the Alcoran, which fupplies 
them likewife with prayers, and their priefts read a 
chapter out of it every day in their mofques. 

This wonderful book did not appear in the world 
till about the beginning of the feventh century. But 
fuch as believe in it, maintain, from the ninety- 
feventh chapter of that work, that it is as old as 
the creation of the world ; that the original of this 
bo k was once a part of the great book of the eter r 
nal decrees ; that it was depofited in the he.lven of 
the moon, and that it was brought from thence at 
the time appointed by providence, by the angel Ga- 
briel to Mahomet, who could neither write nor 
read *. 

One would readily believe, that it would have 
been fcarce poffible to have carried fi&ion to a grea: 
ter length. Neverthelefs, fome divines, called 
Sonnires. whom the infidels look upon as the only 
orthodox, have improved this fabulous original 
with new idle fancies, and maintained publicly , that 
the Alcoran was increated, eternal, and made part 

. * Laus Deo, ait Mahmud, filius Omar, <jui demifit e ccsJo Alco- 
ranum. M&raici, p. 34. 
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of the divine eflcnce, Si quit dixerit Alcoranum ejje 
creatum , ejl inf delis as the Latin tranflator of 
the Arabic Algazel has rendered it. But this opi- 
nion was afterwards attacked under the reigns of 
the AbaiRdian Caliphs, by other Muffulmen divines, 
called Mortazales, who* in anfwer to this anathe- 
ma, pronounced another drawn up almoft in the 
fame terms, infidelis ejiy qui dicit Alcoranum effe a ter- 
num feu increatum. This difpute gave rife to a 
great fchifm, and was the occafion of civil wars, in 
which great numbers of both parties loft their lives. 

The only point in which they agreed, was, that 
this book, whether created or eternal, as it delcend- 
ed from the throne of God, and was filled with his 
fpirit, it merited the refpeft and veneration of all 
men. And we actually fee to this day an adver- 
tiftment prefixed to moft of the copies of it, in 
thefe words. Let none but the pure prefume to 
touch this book, for it is a prefent come down from 
heaven, and fent from the king of ages : ne attin - 
gavt eum nift purificati . 

It is plain from hence, that men in the opinion 
of the Mahometans, are; exprcfsly excluded from 
having been the authors of this new law. Maho- 
met, depending upon the excellency of the work, 
gave out, that neither devils nor men, though they 
fhould unite ail their talents, would be able to com- 
pofe any thing that could come near the perfe&ion 
of the Alcoran : Si ftmul co»gregarentur homines et 
damoneSy ut face rent aliquid fimile huic Alcorano, 
nwiquam id efficere pqffinty etiamfi mutuo fefe ad hie 
adjnvjrent. Sura 17 . 

The generality of chriftian writers, on the com 
trary, pretend, that the devil is the real author of 
Mahometanifm, and that he only made ufe of Ma- 
homet, as an inftrumeqt, to found a falfc religion 


* Algazel in profeiHone fHei Mahujnetrcae profit our Alcoranum 
,C& seternum, fubfiftentem eflentia D.i. V> 4 e fylaracci, p. 44. 
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Tipon the ruins of Chriftianity. It was the devil, 
Jf they are to be believed, who appeared to Maho* 
met under the name and fhape of the angel Gabri- 
el, or, if you pleafe, under the fhape of a pigeon, 
'which Mahomet had taught to peck in his ear ; a 
proof that this falfe prophet was an impoftor, who 
only made ufe of religion as a means to aggrandize 
Jiimfelf. His defign was to unite all the various 
religions of Arabia into one body, and to make fo 
many fubje&s of his profelytes. There were in his 
time three religions in Arabia, viz. Idolaters, Jews 
and Chriftians ; and the laft were divided into Ca- 
tholics and Schifmatics. Chriftianity had been e- 
ffablifhed in Arabia Felix ever fince the emperor 
Juftinus, and this church was fubordinate to the 
jurifdi&ion of the patriarch of Alexandria, as well 
as that of the Abyflines. 

Arabia Petraea, from Palefline to the gulph of 
Ayala, and all the reft of the coaft, as far as the 
borders of Egypt, was fubjeft to the Roman em- 
pire, as was alfo Arabia Deferta, or at leaft that 
part of it which is adjoining to Syria and Paltitine, 
whereof Boftra was at that time the metropolis. 
It is pretended, that the emperor Philip was born 
in that city, which anciently was no more than a 
caftle built by fome Arabian prince. The emperor 
Severus made it a city, and fettled a colony there; 
a council was held at Boftra, on occafion of Ber- 
cellus its bifliop’s being infedled with the herel'y of 
thofe who denied the incarnation of the Word. 
This was about A. D. 249 

Moft of the inhabitants of the three Arabia* 
were idolaters, and pretended to be all ddcended 
from Kedar fon of Ilhmael. The learned Levinus 
Warnerus, in his treatife of the manners of the 
Arabians, before Mahometan ifm prevailed in 
their country, afterts, that the Korihans, or Kora- 
lhites, the moft noble tribe of that great pe- 

ninfula. 
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ninfula, had preferved themfelvd* from idolatry, 
that they had conftantly ufed circumcifion ever 
fince Ifhmacl’s time ; that they were frequent in 
prayer, were very bountiful in their aims, and that 
the moft devout among them never drank wine. 
The city of Mecca, with regard to religion, was 
confidered as the metropolis of the pagan Ara^ 
bians. Shoals of pilgrims came thither from all 
the provinces, to vifit an old temple called the 
Caaba, which, according to a received tradition, 
they believed to be built by Abraham. They uu* 
dertook thele pious pilgrimages, in commemora- 
tion of that patriarch’s journeys, and facrificed 
the fir ft born of a camel upon the neighbouring 
mountains of Mecca. This" perhaps might have 
been the moft efllntial part of their worfhip,and they 
had at beft but a very confufed notion of the Cod 
of Abraham. There is in the wall of Caaba a black 
ftone, which the Mahometans tell us, was brought 
milk white from heaven by the angel Gabriel at 
the beginning of the world, but that it has been 
fince blackened by the fins of men. The Turks in 
their pi lgr : mages pay a very fupcrftitious venera^ 
tion to this myftcrious ftone. But we muft not 
fancy that Mahomet invented thefe ceremonies $ 
they had been ufed fo long before his time among 
the Arabians, that it would have been impoffibie 
for that impoftor ever to have rooted out this piece 
of fuperftition from among them, tho’ he fhould 
have formed a defign of doing it. 

The idolatrous Arabians acknowledged -indeed a 
fii ft being, the only and lovereign creator of all 
things ; but then they made him, as it were a Al- 
pine deity without providence; and in their ne* 
ceffities they addrefled themfelves to fome fubaltern 
genii, and to a kind of goddefTes : Such were Al- 
lath, Menach and Aluzza, whom thefe modern 
lfhmaeiitcs adored as the daughters of the great 
God. 

Some 
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Some Arabians *, who were fubje&s of Perfia, 

; followed the religion of that country, and wor- 
! Slipped the fire. There were likewife other kinds 
Jof idolaters called Sabians, (which we muft take 
jearo not to confound with the ancient Sabeans) 
rand thefe adored certain genii, which they placed 
1 hi the planets and ftars. The worfhip of fome 
fwent no farther than the flars which they adored ; 

; and others who were ftill more ftupid, directed all 
nfieir devotions to certain images which reprefented 
fthefeveral attributes of thofe ftars : and the Caaba, 

„ or great temple, was by degrees crowded with a 
. multitude of idols, of which Mahomet afterwards 

! cleared it. 

As for the Jews, after the emperors Titus and 
Adrian had drove them out of Jerufafem, a great 
number of that miferable people had taken refuge 
in Arabia, a country that is contiguous to Pale- 
ftrae, where they multiplied confiderably ; but the 
generality of them paid greater deference to the 
ridiculous fancies of their rabbins and talmudifts, 
than to the law of Mofcs, and the facred text o£ 
the bible. ' 

The chriftian Arabs followed the Greek rite, of 
whom very fewr were catholics, the greateft part of 
them having turned Eutychians or Jacobites; nor 
were there wanting among them fome ancient fec- 
taries of the dc&rine of Ebion and Cerinthus, two 
aroh-heretics, who lived in the firft century of the 
church, and were cotemporaries with the apoftle 
St. John. 

There were likewife fome Arians, fome Nefto- 
rians and Cophti, a fort of Eutychians : but exclu- 
five of the exterior worlhip of thofe different reli- 
gions, a corruption that was almoft univerfal, and 
an ignorance equal to it, prevailed among the A- 
vabians of all denominations, and the Jew was* 


* Pecockii Spccim, Arabic, p, 53. 
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fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from the Chriftian by 
any other mark but circumcifion and baptifm. 

If we enquire into the civil government of 
.Arabia, we lhall find, that befidcs certain coun- 
tries, which held either under the Greek em- 
pire, or that of Perfia, Arabia had formerly en- 
joyed its particular fovereigns. Pocock, in his 
notes upon Abul-Faragius, an Arabian author, 
and of the fe& of the Jacobites, has given us the 
names of thefe princes, but neither tells us the feat 
of their dominions, nor how long they reigned. 
And in the feventh century, in Mahomet’^ time, 
we meet with no other fovereign in Arabia Petraea, 
either in Mecca, or Medina, the two principal ci- 
ties of that province, but the chiefs or each tribe, 
who were at the fame time the generals and magi- 
ftrates of thofe little republics. 

This multitude of chiefs, all independent on one 
another, and the great diverfity in worfliip and re- 
ligion, made Mahomet think it a favourable junc- 
ture for putting his defigns in execution. The cha- 
racter that Elmacin hath drawn of him, may be feen 
in the beginning of this work*, but his conduct will 
paint it ftill better. He was a man who thirftcd after 
empire, and was greedy of pleafures ; of a fuperior 
genius and who, either by his education or re- 
flexion, faw through all the ridiculous foppery of 
that multitude of deities which the people had fet up. 
Had he not been vain enough to pretend his holding 
an intimate correfpondence with God, by the mi- 
niftry of the angel Gabriel, the magiftrates had 
never driven him out of Mecca : but as he was for 
adling an extraordinary part, and had neither a 
million nor miracles to authorize it, he was at laft 
obliged to fupply the force he wanted in argument 
by that of arms, to eftabliflx his fyftem fword in 

• Page 6. vol. I. 

hand, 
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iiand, and to found it on a revelation, of which 
lie himfelf was the minifter and the herald, 

In order therefore to fuccced in his fcheme *, he 
aflociated with himfelf a learned Jew, born in Per- 
fia, a rabbin in his fe&, whom Elmacin calls by 
the name of Salman. But the greateft affiftance 
he received was from a Neftorian monk, called 
by the weftern hiftorians Sergius, and by the eaft- 
ern Bahira, an apoftate, who had been expelled 
his monaftery for is diforderly life. Such were the 
architp&s whom Mahomet employed for eredt- 
ing the new fyftena he projected. The Jew fur- 
nilhed him with various hiitori<s from the Old 
Teftament, blended with the chimeras and dreams 
of the Talmud, which Mahomet, in order to 
heighten the marvellous, pieced out with fome 
fabulous circumftances of his own invention, which 
are Rill to be feen in the Alcoran. The Neftorian 
monk, at the fame time, brought him acquainted 
with the New Teftament, and the difcipline of the 
church : All this he changed and corrupted with 
fables, which he borrowed from pfeudo-gofpels 
and apocryphal books ; and it is manifeft from the 
Alcoran, that he was not unacquainted with the 
hiftory of the infancy of Jefus, and the family of 
the virgin Mary. 

* But whatever were the names of thofe Jews and 
Chriftans who aflifted Mahomet in the forging of 
his Alcoran, it is certain, that as thisbook contains 
fo many particularities of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, Mahomet, who was born and bred a Pagan, 
and had lived in idolatry til] he was forty years 
old, and who, moreover, was fo illiterate, that he 
could neither write nor read, muft ncceflarily have 
been direflcd in the compofition of the Alcoran, 
by fome Jew and by fome Chriftian, both of them 


• Abdias Benfalon Cantat. Orat. i. contra Mihometam, tra&. 
Fr.Ric. c. 6. & 13. Theph, Zonaras fort* itium fidei 1 . 4. 
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learned in their religion, and who, upon the plan 
which he had formed, fupplied him with that infi- 
nite number of hiftorical fa&s and paflages which 
are fcattered up and down that work. * 

Being foon after fupported by fome difciples, he 
no longer makes afecret of his doctrine, but fets up 
publicly for a preacher; he tenders the Alcoran to 
the people as a divine book, which had been 
brought him from heaven ; and though he wai 
wholly illiterate, as was before obferved, he yet re- 
commends himfelf, and is followed for the purity 
of his language, for the turn and loftinefs of hit 
expreffions, and-for the care he took to imitate in 
the Alcoran, fometimes the fublime ftyle of the 
beginning of Genefis, and fometimes the pathos of 
the prophets of the Old Teftament. 

If Mofes relates that God faid, Let there be 
light, and there was light; let the earth be mad^ 
and the earth was made; expreffions which ahea* 
then philofopher, Longinus by name, had pro- 
posed as a model of the fublime, and which give fo 
fine a defeription of the power of the Creator, and 
the obedience of the creature ; Mahomet, in imita- 
tion of the Jewifh legiflator, fpeaking in the -chap- 
ter Houd, of the affwaging of the waters, makes 
God fay. Earth, fwallow up the waters ; heaven* 
take back thofe which thou baft fhowered down. 
The waters immediately drew back, continues the 
falfe prophet; the command of God was fulfilled, 
the ark refted upon the mountain, and a voice was 
heard from heaven, faying, Wo to the wicked. 
Such as underftand Arabic, agree, that Mahomet, 
as to expreffion, does not fall very fhort of the 
beauty of the original which he endeavoured to i* 
mitate, and that his phrafes in particular are 
well chofen* and happily difpofed. Prideaux owns, 

' that the Alcoran, with refpeft to the ftyle and 
the purity of the language,! is the moft perfect mo- 
del of any we have of the elegance of the Arabic 

tongue. 
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tongue. That falfe prophet was particularly con- 
fpicuous for brightnefsof thought, and particular- 
ly for drawing lively reprefentations and defcrip- 
tions of the rewards and punilhments of the next 
life. Of all the various motives that have an influ- 
ence on the mind of man, he fcarce made ufe of 
any but hope and fear. 

When he treated of paradife *, as he had to do 
. with people who were fcorched with the burning 
^ rays of the fun, and dwelt under the torrid zone, 
he re prefented that place of felicity, as a garden 
watered with fountains and cooling liquors, and 
planted with trees that were ever green, and which 
bore delicious fruits in every feafon. And for the 
fytisfa&ion of fenfual and voluptuous men, in a 
country, where, as Ammianus Marcellinus relates, 
it is incredible to think with what grcedinels both 
men and women abandon themfelves to luft /rc- 
etc dibile ejl quo at a ore a pud eos in vencrem u ter que 
Jklvitur fexus : Mahomet, to draw them in, pro- 
mifes the men, that the kernels of the fruit, they 
were to eat in paradife fliould be metamorphofed 
. into fo many young girls divinely beautiful, and 
created on purpofe for their felicity ; and withal 
fb gentle, fo complaifant, and fo fweet, that if but 
a drop of their fpittle was to fall into the lea, that 
alone would be lufficient to take away all i;s bit- 
ternefs ; and notwit hlianding that they were to re- 
peat frequently the duties of the marriage bed, they 
yet fliould remain ever virgins, without being ever 
mothers, 

If this doftrine flattered fenfual men fome old 
women, on the contrary, fancying their age ex- 
cluded them from this place of pleafure, were very 
much alarmed at it. One of them, as Limay tells 
us, in his Lathaif, complained to the prophet a- 

• Ale. c. 3, 4, 36, 37, 43, 47, 78. 

f L, 14. c. 4. J Hitting, hift, orient, I. a. c, 4. 
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bout it, who told her for her comfort, that 
they would all rife again at the blooming age of 
fifteen, and in all the perfe&ion of beauty ; this 
was calculated for the fatisfaflion of the old and 
ugly, and accordingly did not fail to pleafe. 

Mahomet, as a contrail to paradife, reprefents 
hell as a burning furnace, eternally covered and 
furroundcd in with thick clouds, and an hot faltiih 
fmoke As for coolncfs, he make^ the damned 
fwallow a blackifh ever-burning liquor, like melt- 
ed pitch, which was to circulate in their veins ; and 
he allows thefe unhappy wretches no (hade but 
from a certain tree which he calls Zacoum, the 
fruits of which* he told them, refemble the heads 
of devils We may eafily perceive, notwithftanding 
their being fo clouded with fictions, that the foun- 
tains and dreams of Mahomet’s paradife are bor- 
rowed from thefe words of feripture, “ The el e& 
** {hall {hall drink of pleafures as out of a river,” 
tie tor rente vo'uptatis fotabis eos : and as for the 
young people who were to adminifter to their plea- 
lures, all thofe circumftances were formed upon 
the plan of the terreftrial paradife which Cerinthus 
had drawn , who maintained, that after the gene- 
ral refurre&ion, Jefus Chrift {hould reign on earth 
at Jerufalem in Paleftine ; that men fhould then 
have a full enjoyment of all the pleafures of which 
they fhould have deprived thcmfelves during their 
lifetime, and that their wedding day {hould laft 
a thoufand years. 

If we confult the bare text of the Alcoran, and 
take it in a literal fenfe, nothing can poffibly be 
more grofs than thefe promifes, which tend only 
to the gratification ofthefenfes. And indeed Ma- 
homet perceiving, that this kind of felicity would 
not fatisfy men of underftanding, he, in order to 
pleafe them, as well as the reft, adds, in the chap- 

* A!c. c. 7, 37, 43, 44, 47, 50, 74, 77, 78, 90. 
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ter intitled Jonas, that in thefe delightful gardens, 
the bleffed Ihouid be inceffantly repeating thefe 
words, “ Thou art holy, O Lord our God, and 
f ! eternal; praife be to the Lord of- all creatures.” 
And the Scheie Alalem cries out, “ Paradife, O 
“ Lord, is deilrable only beeguie it gives us a fight 
ft of thee ; for without the fplendor of thy beauty, 
u it would be irkfome to us : ” which affords 
room to imagine, that thefe different deferiptions 
of the fenfual pleafures and corporeal pains of ano- 
ther life, were but fo many allegories with which 
Mahomet heightened his difeourfes ; a figure very 
frequently ufed by the eaderas, and which upon 
that account, is not always to be aaken in a literal 
fenfe, according to fonae doctors of that fe£t, who 
made a witty and devout Muffulman fay, “ O ihou 
( * who invited: me to enjoy the delights of paradife, 
u it is not paradife that I feek, but only the face 
u of him who created paradife.” 

Whatever care Mahomet might take to adapt the 
plan of his paradife to the different tads of man- 
kind, an undertaking of no little difficulty : and, 
moreover, as he was fenfible, that every thing re- 
lating to religion, which bears the character of no. 
velty, is judly iufpedted, he declares in the Alco- 
ran^that he does not fo much pretend to preach a 
new law, as to revive that which God had given to 
Adam and the fird men, and which was afterwards 
tranfmitted to Noah and his descendants, down to 
Abraham and Ifhmael their ancedors a law ; fays 
he, more ancient than either that of the Jews, 
or of the Chridians. He adds, that this law, notwith- 
danding its being drawn up by a divine hand, had 
been changed and corrupted by the fucceflbrs of the 
patriarchs, who had banifhed the worlhip of the 
true God, and introduced in its dead that of i- 
mages and idols, which they made the objtfdl of 
their religion ; that God, in order to bring man- 
kind back into the paths of truth, had at fird 
D d 3 fent 
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fent them a great prophet called Mofes, who had 
given them a new law in his name, and authorifed 
his million by »he moft illuftrious miracles; bat 
that the people' of Ifrael, to whom he was fent, 
had, in procefs of time, preferred human tradi- 
tions before this holy law* and that that nation had 
relapfed feveral times into idolatry. 

That the fovereign Creator of mankind had, at 
the time fixed by his eternal decrees, raifed up a 
fecond prophet greater than Mofes, called Jesus, 
the fon of Mary, conceived, as he faid, by the 
breath of God, without a father, in the fame man- 
ner as Adam ; and born of a mother who had al- 
ways been a virgin: but notwithftanding this new 
prophet publifhed a law that breathed nothing but 
goodnefs and charity, and had Wrought furprifing 
miracles in the face of all Judea, in order to make 
it be received ; neverthelefs, his million, in fpite of 
all his miracles, had had no better fuccefs than that 
of Mofes: that the priefts and pharifecs had deter- 
mined to put him to death, but that God, in the 
moment of his pallion and execution, had fnatched 
him from the fury of his enemies, and taken bun 
up into heaven ; another fable, which he had 
borrowed partly from the notions of Cerin- 
thus. Mahomet adds, that the Chriftians, af- 
ter his afeenfiom had adulterated his law to fuch 
a degree, that it was deftroyed in a manner by falfc 
interpretations, and was no longer genuine. That, 
in fine, God had fent him as his laft prophet, and 
greater than either Mofes of Jefus, to purge reli- 
gion of all the fables which men had introduced 
into it under the notion of traditions and myfte- 
ries, and to unite them all in^the fame belief, and 
in the obfervance of the fame law ; of which, he 
faid, he was no more than a minifter, and the 
bearer of the orders of heaven. 

* it was from thefe different principles that this 
artful impoftox framed his fyftem, The Jew had 

furniflicd 
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furnifhed him with that of the exigence of one 
only God *, but without a multiplication of per- 
fons : he forbids exprefsly in the Alcoran, the a- 
fcribing either fon or daughters to God; and by 
this prohibition, he excludes the three pretended 
goddeffes of the idolatrous Arabs, and deftroys at 
the fame time the myftery of the Trinity, and the 
merit of the paffion of our Saviour Chrift. 

One would think he had taken the firft principle 
of this unity of God from the words of Deutero- 
nomy, where it is laid, 41 Hear, O llrael, our God 
44 is one,” the fenfe of which he has altered by 
thefe Arabic words, la illach ulalach , there is no 
other God but God ; and, in order to recommend 
his own miffion at the fame time, he adds, in the 
fame language, ou Mahammed refoul , and Mahomet 
is the meffenger of God : Other words which are 
manifeftly copied from thofe we read in St. John’s 
gofpel, This is life eternal, to know thee 
44 the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom 
44 thou haft fent,” et quem mlfijU filium. Ma- 
homet, in order to draw in both Jews as well as 
Chriftians, borrowed fa£b and paflages indiffe- 
rently from the Old and New Teftament. 

It was out of complaifance for his countrymen 
in general, and for the Arabian Jews in particular, 
that he retained the ufe of circumcifiOn, tho’ there 
is not any mention made of it in the Alcoran ; but 
that rite had been eftablifhed for feveral ages a- 
mong the greateft part of the Arabians without 
diftin&ion. 

Origen, who was at no great diftance from A- 
rabia* relates, that all the lfhmaelites who inhabit 
that country, get themfelves circumcifed when 

• Do you never confider that God is one, and has no po/terity ? 
— — Blefled be God who has.no other fons or daughters than 
thofe good fculs who worship him, and keep his commandments. 
Ale. c. 7. towards the end. * 

they 
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they come to be thirteen years old. St Jerom * 
confirms the fame circumftance in his commentary 
upon Jeremiah. The greateft part, fays he, of 
thofe people who inhabit round about Paleftine, 
obferve circumcifion, but chiefly the Egyptians, 
the Edomites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, and 
all the country of the Saracens, who dwell in the 
deferts, i. e- in the deferts of Arabia : Whence we 
may prefume, that religion was not the only motive 
for the eftablifhing of this cuftom. 

Neverthelefs, it is probable enough, that Maho- 
met recommended circumcifion and abfiinence 
from Swines flelh, and things ftrangled, merely 
out of complaifance to the Jews, whom he had a 
mind to bring over to his feft ; but fome do&ors 
of his religion have fince afferted, that the only 
reafon of his taking in circumcifion was in order 
to eni'ure a better obfervance of the precept of 
cleanlinefs, which forbids the letting any urine fall 
on that part of the ikin, which for that reafon they 
cut off 

As for the ufe of wine, Mahomet, in all proba- 
bility forbid it only to heighten the perfection cf 
his new law : perhaps too he was willing that his 
difciples fliould agree in that point with the Re* 
chabites f and Nazarites of the old law, who never 
drank &ny intoxicating liquors. Others pretend, 
that the foie motive of his prohibiting the ufe of 
wine, was in order to prevent thofe quarrels which 
frequently arife in the midft of good fellowfhip; 
not to mention, that in fo hot a country as Ara- 
bia, water and cooling liquors were perhaps me re 
agreeable than wine. But I very much qu^ftion 
whether this article of Mahomet’s law would have 
done him any fervice, had he begun his million 
with the people of ' the north. “ Abftain, fays 


• Phi localise. 23. Hift, Ecdef. p. 103. chap. 10. 

■f Jcrcm, c. 35, 
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u this lawgiver to his difciples, from wine, from 
“ playing at games of chance and chefs: thele are 
" inventions of the devil, to fow hatred and divi- 
u lion among men, to eftrange them from prayer, 

“ and hinder thefn from calling upon the name of 
“ God ” 

From theChriftians Mahomet borrowed the fre- 
quent ufe of prayer, which he fixed at five times 
every day, the practice of a Lent-faft, and the ' 
payment of the tithe of one’s poffefiions : this, 
however, he ordered to be applied for the relief of 
the poor. 

Though he had feverely condemned all manner 
of worfhip that was not immediately directed to 
the one only God, neverthelefs, that he might not 
wholly alienate the affections of the people of 
Mecca, and in order to engage them by motives of 
felf-intereft, he made a particular precept, enjoin- 
ing all fuch perfons as had fubftance and ftrength 
fufficient for the journey, to go on a pilgrimage to* 
the great temple of Mecca, after it fhould be clear- 
ed or idols : and he made this injunction, becaufe 
the great refort of pilgrims brought* great fums of 
money into a country whofe foil was barren. He 
next allowed, in favour of the Heathens, of a mif- 
taken kind of predestination, not unlike what the 
ancients called fate, and taught, that if the fatal 
moment of a man’s death was not come, he would 
be as fafe in the midft of a thoufand naked fwords 
pointed again (t him, as if he was alone in his 
own houfe and in bed : A principle which was af- 
terwards of great advantage tO/his fucceffors in 
their wars ; and in fpite of the fear which danger 
naturally infpires, we have frequently feen Maho- 
metan foldiers ruih chearfully upon the fwords of 
their enemies, from a notion that they had nothing 
to dread on fuch an occafion, if they were not pre- 
deftinated to die in it. “ It is impoflible, fays Ma- 
u hornet in the chapter Amram, for a perfon to 

" die 
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%i die at any other time than that which is fixed and 
“ determined by the immutable decrees of God.” 

This artful mixture of various religions, and in 
which every one fancied he difcovered fome traces 
of his firft belief, impofed up6n a great many 
people ; and the infidiousimpoftor, in order to e- 
ftablifh his errors, borrowed from both Jews and 
Chriftians fome great truths, and in fome infiances 
the practice of great virtues; 

As our divine Saviour has exprefsly recommend- 
ed to us the doing good to thofe that perfecute us, 
Mahomet, to imitate him, at the end of the chapter 
Aaraf exprefies himfelf thus, u Do good to all;” 
and the author of Kefchef, one of his commenta- 
tors, relates, that Mahomet, upon receiving this 
precept from the angel Gabriel, afked him the 
meaning of it, upon which the angel made him this 
comment : 41 Court him who drives you from 
** him ; give to him who has taken from you; 
*' pardon him who offends you ; for God will have 
“ you fow the feeds of the greateft virtues iuyour 
44 fouls/* 

The article wherein he chiefly differed from the 
purity of the chriftian religion, was that of poly- 
gamy, and the plurality of wives ; but it was alrea- 
dy eftablifhed among the Jews and idolatrous A- 
rabs ; fo that he allowed his difciples to marry four 
lawful wives at the fame time * ; and as the legifla- 
tor did not think himfelf obliged to fubmit to a law 
of his own making, he married at left fifteen, and, 
as other fay, one and twenty wives It was his fa- 
vourite paflion, and he himfelf does not fcrupleto 
Own it ; he declares f , that he was not affedlcd by 
any kind of pleafure, but that which arofe from 
grateful odours, and the commerce of beautiful 
women. Deus pofuit deleft at imem meam in fuavibut . 
cdo' ibus et in muHeribus ; as is related by the learned 

• Ak. c. 4. f Pag? 31. 
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Maracci, confeflor to Pope Innocent II. the laft 
and moft exadt tranflator of the Alcoran. 

However, notwithftanding all the complaifance 
Mahomet had for his own inclinations, and for 
thofc of his fellow citizens, he yet met with a ftrong 
oppoiition from the magiftrates of Mecca, and the 
chief men of his tribe. It is plain from the twen^ 
ty. fifth chapter of the Alcoran that they treated 
him publicly as an impoftor, and that the generali- 
ty of the Korafhites declared aloud, that this book 
was no more than a texture of fables of his own 
invention, or forged by the help of other impoftors; 
and in the fixteenth chapter he points out particu- 
larly the perfon who was fufpedled to be the author 
of it : “ 1 know, fays he, fpeaking of himfelf, it 

will.be faid, that a certain perfon has taught me 
4< the Alcoran ; hut he whom they pretend to be 
«« the fecret author of it, is a Perfian by birth, and 
« fpeaks the language of Periia, whereas the A1- 
« coran is written in Arabic, and is full of inftruc- 
“ tion and eloquence.” The cunning impoftor, that 
h\s performance might not be afcribed to another, 
employed only two foreigners to affift him in com- 
piling it, the one a Greek, and the other a Perfian, 
neither of whom fcarce underftood Arabic : 
moreover it. is pretended, that he, in order to get 
rid of a troublefomc witnefs, afterwards got the 
firft, who had had the greateft hand in it, to be pri- 
vately difpatcjied. 

What troubled him moft, was, that the moft 
fenfible part of the inhabitants of Mecca required 
him to fhew fome warrant for his new dodtrine f, 
and to authorife it by miracles, the moft authentic 
credentials a prophet can have. Mofes, faid they, 
Jefus Chrift, and other prophets, worked, by your 

• A*c. c. 15, 37, 81. 

•f- Theophanes Zonaras, Ricardi ccnfutatio Mahcm. c. 13. Can- 
tacuzen. Or at, 1. co^ra Mahomet. 
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own eonfeffion, the mod glorious miracles to prove 
their minion ; why then do not you, if you are a 
prophet, and greater then they, work the like ? 

Mahomet, in order to get clear of fo home an 
obje&ion, turned and winded on ail fides *. One 
while he told them, that as miracles came from the 
almighty hand of God, men could not know the 
time when he had determined to work them ; ano- 
ther while he reproached them, that though they 
fhould fee miracles, they yet would not be convert- 
ed ; and at other times he faid that his million ex- 
tended no farther than to preach to them the word 
of God, fuch as he had received it from the angel 
Gabriel f, and added, that there could not be a 
greater miracle than the Alcoran itfelf, which was 
fo perfedl in all its parts, that it could not pollibly 
be the work of the mod learned men, nor even of 
the devils themftlves, much lefs could it have been 
compofed by an illiterate man like himfelf, who could 
neither write nor read. 

But the magidrates of Mecca would not take up 
„with fuch idle reafons in which the impoftor was 
for having the point in quedion taken for granted, 
and moreover, fufpedting that he had more ambi- 
tious deligns in view, and that he had a mind to u- 
furp the government of his country, they banifhed 
him as a leditious perfon, and forced him to leave 
Mecca. 

Mahomet now faw plainly, that he fhould never 
be able to execute his an f/itious projects by perfuafi- 
on only, and therefore refolved to have recourfe to 
arms ; and to authorife this dep, he did not fail, 
as ufual, to call in heaven to his aflidance. Imme- 
diately he gave out among his difciples ||, that the 

* Ale. c 6. 

f Pocock. lpec. hift. Arab. p. 191, 192. Ale. c. 2, 10, sndiy. 
Ale. c. 7. 

X Elmacin. 1 .x. c, 1. || Ale. c. 4. 
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angel Gabriel had brought him a fword from Al- 
mighty God, with orders to fcbdtte by the force of 
arms all fuch as ihould refufe to embrace his' doc- 
trine. 

He began this religions war by plundering the 
caravans ; when booty, fo grateful to the Arabs, 
foon brought great numbers of them under his 
ftandard :*Betng thus reinforced, he ravages the o- 
pen country, fursrrzes caftles, takes towns, and 
after having for to me time pratElifcd the trade 6f 
robbery, he learned infenfibly the art of conquer- 
ing. 

We need not fearch for any other renfon to ac- 
count for the furpiiftng progrefs this fc<ft made in 
fo Httle time in Arabia ; which if Mahomet could 
but have forefeen, he would in aft probability have 
fpared himfelf the trouble of forging fo many reve- 
lations aD d fitting together the various pieces he 
borrowed from the Jewifh and chriftian religions. 
It is well known, that he, in lefs than, eleven years 
time, made hitnfelf mafter of the three Arn- 
bias. The fuccris ot his arms exceeded his fir ft 
projefts, and fortune carried him to greater lengths 
than he had even dared to hope. But as his wars, 
his conquefts, and thofe of his fucceflbrs, are fo- 
reign to my fubjedl, I fhall only obferve, that he u- 
rrited the prieithood to the empire ; that his dif- 
ciples were his firft fubjefts ; that he forced the reft 
by violence to fubmh to him ; that his arms were 
the fotmda'ion of his new religion, and that he, in 
all probability, might have taken them up only in 
order to -eftablifh it with greater difpatch* His fuc- 
ceflor made ufe of the lame pretext to feize on A- 
fia, Africa, and a part of Europe ; and whither 
would they not have extended their conquefts, had 
not God raifed up the intrepid courage of the 
knights of S*. John of Jerufalem, to make head 
againft them ? rhofe knights, I fay, who for feve- 
ral ages have fcrved as a bulwark to all Chriftetv- 
Vol. II. E c dom 
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dom. The Arabians were the firft people of Alia 
that embraced the religion of Mahomet ; fome of 
thefe, out of fear of his power, others carried a- 
way and infected by example, many feduced by the 
lure of pleafures; nor were there wanting others 
who were charmed with his eloquence, and certain 
pathetical exprefiions which dropped from him in 
his fermons, or in various places of the Alcoran. 

We there indeed meet with noble and lofty ex- 
preffions upon die majefty, the power, and the 
goodnefs of God, as well as on the ingratitude of 
men ; but all his difcourfes on thefe fubjetts are 
without proofs, without coherence, order, or con* 
neftion; and one may eafily perceive, that what 1 
they call the Alcoran, or the book by way of emi- 
nence, to fpeak after the Arabians, is no more 
than the work of a mere fophifter and declaimer. 

One cannot even fay that this work is one conti- 
nued difcourfe, and made at the fame time ; for wc 
there meet with feveral variations and alterations, 
according as its author was actuated by new pa £ 
Rons, or engaged by new interefts. In the fourth 
chapter, any man is exprefsly forbid to marry the 
wife of another during the lifetime of the latter ; 
but unluckily Mahomet caffs his eyes upon Zainaity 
the wife of Zaib, his freed man ; he liked her, and 
In order to have her for himfelf, he beftowed ex- 
traordinary favours upon his late Have, that fo he 
might engage him to divorce her, which being 
done, he immediately marries her. This fcanda- 
lous compact between the matter and his fervant, 
highly offended the greateft part of his followers ; 
but to (Hence* their complaints, notwithffanding it 
contradi&s the law which he himfelf had preach- 
ed, he publithes an addition to the thirty-third 
chapter of the Alcoran, wherein God declares, 
that he had married Zainab to Mohomet ; a decla- 
ration which put that woman, who was not a little 
proud of the revelation, upon infulting the reft of 
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•the prophet’s wives, and upon claiming a preceden- 
cy, by virtue of her having been married by an ex- 
prefs order from heaven, whereas none but men 
had been concerned in the marriages of her rivals. 

This falfe prophet, befides all thofe wives, who 
compofed his feraglio, had likewife in his family a 
young female flave of exquifite beauty, of about 
fifteen years of age, called Mary, an Egyptian by 
birth, and a Chriftian. We are told that the go- 
vernor of Egypt had made a prefent of her to Ma- 
homet. Immediately our prophet falls in love with 
her, and is catched by two of his wives in a crimi- 
nal commerce with her. Thefe do not fail to make 
a great ftir about it, but as it might prejudice his 
reputation, heaven.comes in immediately to his af- 
fiftance, and by a new revelation, which we find in 
the fixty-frxth chapter, God allows Mahomet, and 
all MufTulmen whatever, to cohabite with their 
flaves, in fpite of their wives*. ** O prophet, for 
t€ thus Mahomet makes God fay, why doft thou, 
“ for fear of difobliging thy wives, deny thyfelf 
the pleafure which God has granted thee ** 
The impious wretch begins with committing the 
.crime, and then warrants it by a pretended difpen- 
fation from heaven. The only reafon of my fe- 
lefting thefe two examples from a great number of 
others, was to fhew, that there are in the Alco- 
ran, in that very book which the Mahometans tell 
us came down from the throne of God, feveral 
oppofite and contradiflory articles, and which are 
computed to amount to near one hundred and fif- 
ty. The Mahometans endeavour to evade this ob- 
jection, by faying, that God having thought pro- 
per to abrogate certain articles, was afterwards 
plcafed to fubftitute others in their Read ; but we 
may obferve, that both thefe paflages are not on • 
\f preferred in the text, but that that article vhlf h 
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is fubftituted is often placed before the other which 
was to be difannulled ; which occafions a ftrangt 
confufion, unlefe they, in order to account for this 
tranfpofttion, fhould tell us, that that was owing 
to the Alcoran’s having been written upon loofe 
leaves, which anciently were never ftitched together 
in order, but rolled upon one another, .which for 
that reafon, might occahon the tpanfpofition. of &• 
verai chapters. 

After Mahomet’s* death, Abu-Beker his father- 
in-law and fucceflor, collected thefe loofe leaves to* 
gether, put them into what he thought a proper 
order; and after confulting fiich of Mahomet s 
difciples as had attended with the greateft afliduitf 
upon his difcourfes, he made a colle&ion of theiiij 
which he afterwards left in the cuftody of Haphfo, 
daughter to Ojanaiy and Qne of the (yrviving wives 
of that prophet. 

Yet notwithftanding this precaution, feveral co- 
pies of this book were fpread up and down the pro- 
vinces, very different from one another. The pro* 
pie of Hyerac-Arafy, which is the ancient Chahta 
together with the Syrians, maintained, that their 
copies, though contradictory to one another in le- 
verai paflkges, were neverthelefs the only authentic 
ones. Theft difputes obliged the caliph Othman* 
the third fucceffor to Mahomet, to con fult the ori- 
ginal of Abu-Beker, if we may give that name to * 
book which hehimfeif had compofed, and in which 
he had added and razed whatever he thought pro- 
per, and thisupon the information of perfons, who 
boafted their having retained, by ftrength of me- 
mory, moft of the paffages of the Alcoran from 
Mahomet’s difcourfes. Othman, however, cauitf 
feveral copies to be made of it, and diftributcd them 
up and down the Mahometan provinces, and or- 
dered all the other copies vrhkh fell into his ha»«s 
to be burnt as fpurioys. . 
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And yet, notwithstanding that the Alcoran was 
revifed in this manner, and though it has paffcd 
through fo many hands, in order to its being cor- 
rected, there were neverthelefs whole nations who 
could not be prevailed with to receive fome furats 
or chapters in it as canonical, which they fufpt di- 
ed were no more than fo many interpolations of 
the revifers. The Perfians, the Indians, the inha- 
bitants of the coaSt of Coromandel, and the other 
followers of Ali, rejedt fever al verfes as apocryphal* 
which the Turks receive as canonical ; for which 
reafon they have given them the name of Schittes ; 
..whereas the Turks, the inhabitants of Mogul, and the 
Arabians, and the Africans, who follow the doc- 
trine or comment of Abu-Beker, and look upon 
themfelves as the only othodox, take upon them- 
; felves the name of Sonnites. But abating this, all 
of thefe have fo profound a veneration for this 
book, that it falls very Short of idolatry. Some of 
♦ them ever carry Several verfes, and fometimes whole 
chapters of it about with them, as an infallible pre- 
fervative againft all the accidents of life ; and their 
princes and great men enrich the cover of their 
„ Alcorari with pearls and diamonds. 

Tavernier relates in his voyages *, that the great 
Mogul fent in his time a copy of it to Mecca, the 
; cover of which was valued at twelve hundred thou- 
fand livres, and that there was in the middle of it 
. a diamond, which alone weighed a hundred and 
three carats. Such is the veneration the infidels 
have for this book, though Stuffed with fictions ; 
fo true is it, that faifehood, when dreifed with an 
. air of fomething marvellous, is very apt to allure 
the minds of men ; at the fame time that we neglefl: 
the reading of our holy books, the facred deposi- 
tory of revealed truths, and wherein we meet, and 
. that with much more certainty than in the Alcorau, 
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an undoubted hiftory of the firft ages oPthe world, 
wife maxims for the conduct of this life, and in- 
fallible promifes, and the moft undoubted affuran- 
ces with regard to eternity. 


The END of the DISCOURSE on the 
ALCORAN, and Vox. II. 
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